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DESCRIBE THE PRESENTY AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

. Alamance Battleground covers a hOTacre area of open fields and woods
where, for two hours on May 16, 1771, the Regulators fought the militia
under the command of William Tryon, royal governor of North Carolina.
Recent additions to the site include a visitor center housing interpretive
displays, a series of markers noting various aspects of the battle, and a
large column with plaques commemorating the Regulators. This column was
moved to tle present site in 1963 from its original site at Guilford
Courthouse Wational Military Park where it was erected in 1901. The John
Allen House, a typical late eighteenth century dwelling once owned by the

brother-in-law of a Regulator leader, Herman Husband, was restored and
. | moved to the battleground in 1966.
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ATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ,

Alamance Battleground is the site of the defeat of the Regulators by
the North Carolina colonial militia under the command of Royal Governor
William Tryon. This battle marked the climax of the Regulator movement
which had disturbed the colony for several years. .

The Regulators sought to challenge the malpractices of judges, sherifils,

and other office holders, which included extortionate fees required by
local officials, unreasonable demands by tax collectors, and cases wherein
much of the tax collected was kept by the official rather than being sent
on to the government. The Regulators objected to the domination of the
provincial government by the eastern planters. These grevances, it should

be noted, were against specific misuses of power by the governing officials,

not against the government itself. The Regulator leaders were, in fact,

careful to mint out that they were in no way fighting for a change in the
“"Form or Mode of Government." Another complaint was the shortage of specie
(hard money) . ) . ‘

The Regulators at first tried to correct official corruption by legal
and peaceful means. Ied by such men as Herman Husband of Orange County and
Thomas Person of Granville, the Regulators petitioned Governor Tryon, pre-
sented their grievances to the assembly, and stated their complaints in.a
gseries of "Regulator Advertisements." These efforts were not effective,
and eventually dissatisfaction led to increasing outbreaks of lawlessness.
Alarmed by the incidents of mob violence, the Assembly passed a riot act
aimed against the Regulators. The Regulators responded with threats of
wider violence; the governor in turn called out the militia to suppress
the insurgents. On May 16, 1771, after brief and fruitless negotiations,
Tryon's force of over 1,000 militia men attacked about 2,000 poorly-armed
Regulators. Within two hours the government forces were victorious. Tryon
lost nine men and had sixty-one wounded, nine Regulators were killed and
an undetermlned number wounded.

Immediately after the battle, one man was summarily hanged by Tryon's
forces. Shortly thereafter twelve Regulators were tried and convicted of
treason; six were hanged, six pardoned by the governor. A monument was
erected in 1901 in memory of these men, naming "James Pugh, Robert Matear,
Benjamin Merrill, Captain Messer, and two others whose names are now
Unknown," and recalling the words of Pugh, who was reported to have said
before he was hanged, "Our blood will be as good seed in good ground, that
will soon produce one hundred fold.”
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Governor Tryon offered clemency to all Regulators who would take an oath
of allegiance. Within six weeks over 6,000 had done so. After the battle
and the utter defeat of the Regulator movement, some Regulators left North
Carolina "in despair of seeing better times."

The Regulator movement was an expression of the growing pains of the
young colony as settlement advanced westward. As with most of the large
colonies whose expansion was in one direction, there was a mounting tension
' between the long-entrenched landowners of the established coastal areas and
.the small farmers of the Piedmont. Iike the Regulator movement of South
Carolina and Bacon's Rebellion in Virginia, the North Carolina Regulator move-
ment reflected the social and economic differences between the tidewater and
inland regions as well as the common resentment of malpractices by corrupt
government officials and the shortage of specie. Thus Alamance Battleground
was the scene of one of the conflicts which played an important role in the
growth of the American colonies.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Presarvatiohn
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Archives and History

Kceper of Tho National Registor

pate March 15) 1971 Date

33

SNOITLONYLSNI



“ : L
° .—”"’,‘."-____L
T |
¢ ' [
@ - -
- ;‘).
N vy
2149
[ N @
e N
SO
Y SN
. N (&S .
N 4N 4 tas  Burlington
S "e Airport
e oK .\[.:mm:g' p

Alamance

y
(')'(4

\‘/f/\/,.

' Allen House
Us 62
Burlington, North Carolina

North Carolina State Highway Commission
Scale: 1"/1 mile

July 1, 1966 }
Latitude Longitude ~ &

degrees minutes seconds degrees minutes Seconds
360 00¢" 33n 790 31! Fx )

S =g ----l
,’ ¢ 3_'16&.5""



Highway 62

Burlington, North Carolina

{rinLincTone
P

i
m&} Y )
@

Alamance Battlegrcund Stde Historic Site

North Carolina State Highway Commission

Scale: 1"/.5 mile
January 1, 1966
TLatitude
degrees minutes seconds
36° 00" 31"
360 OO' 31 n
36° 00" 23"
360 OO' 23\1

Longitude
degrees minutes
. 790 . . 31 i
79 3
79¢ 31!
79° 31!




