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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: 

r 

William Cook House 
Alamance Co., NC 

The William Cook House is composed of two free-standing 
houses, a c. 1840 one-story one-room log house (22'1" x 18'6") 
and a c. 1903 two-story frame I-house, set close to and at a 
ninety-degree angle to each other. Their joined·hip roof 
porches, carried by plain square posts, bridge the short gap 
between them, creating an L-shaped compound with a spacious 
porch. This right-angle arrangement of the two buildings is 
a typical one in the county. (See, for instance, the Camilus 
McBane House.) 

The centerpiece of a well-maintained 124-acre working farm, 
the Cook House is set back from State Road 2131 (Jones Drive) 
at the intersection with state Road 2132 (Cook Street) in 
east-central Alamance Coun~y. The house is set in a cleared 
yard and surrounded by four contributing (C) early outbuildings: 
a two-story, single-pen log barn with hewn square logs joined 
with precise half-dovetail notches and a carport-like extension 
used to shelter tractors and other mechanized farm equipment; 
a small, open-front v-notched log storage shed with a quarter­
log top plate; a frame corncrib; and a substantial log wood 
shed with half-dovetail notches. 

The log portion of the dwelling is a gable-roofed single-pen 
log house with one sizable room on the first floor and a 
habitable loft reached by an enclosed corner staircase which 
runs along the wall opposite the fireplace. (The stairs 
were enclosed at an undetermined date with a partition; 
the ends of the stair treads are exposed and project beyond 
the partition.) The adjacent two-story, three-bay wide, 
single-pile frame house is topped by a gable-roof with returns. 
The log house was remodeled when the two-story frame section 
was built c. 1903. Now both buildings are visually unified 
by the same narrow clapboard sheathing and corner boards. Both 
buildings now have continuous brick foundations, but a 
portion of the original rock foundation of the log 
section survives at the chimney base. Each building is 
covered by a standing seam metal roof and each has narrow board 
boxing, hip-roof porches, and four-over-four sash windows. 
They have handsome red brick exterior end chimneys with penciled 
mortar joints and simple corbeled caps. The chimney on the 
frame portion is particularly well executed, ornamented by a 
chevron pattern formed with contrasting bricks at the stepped 
shoulders. Both houses also retain the c. 1903 screen doors 
with chamfered rails and stiles. 
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William Cook House 
Alamance Co., NC 

Significant alterations include the enclosure of a 
shed-roofed (originally) screened rear porch on the log section 
in order to house a laundry room and small half-bath, and a 
small, incongruous gambrel-roofed brick addition to the rear 
of the frame portion for use as a kitchen/family room. This 
small addition, barely visible from the road, does not unduly 
compromise the integrity of the· building. It is not known if 
the log house was covered with any type of siding before it 
received clapboards during the 1903 renovation. 

On the interior of the log portion, the pine logs are 
exposed and the daubing has been painted white. A tall, plain 
mantelpiece, formed from planks, surrounds the firebox which 
was enclosed at an undetermined date to accommodate a gas heater. 
The ceiling is covered with four-inch wide boards. Originally 
the log building had a front and rear door, each flanked by 
one window, standing opposite each other. The original doors 
do not survive. The front door, probably a 1903 replacement, 
features two vertical glass panes above molded wood panels. 
The original rear door was removed (date undetermined) to make 
interior access to the laundry room easier. The sash of the 
window on the original rear wall was also removed, but the window 
casing remains. A rear door and three small windows now mark 
the rear wall of the shed-roof addition. 

In the unfinished loft of the log portion, the floor is 
made of tongue-and-groove yellow pine boards. Round log rafters, 
flattened on one side, half-lapped and pegged, carry the roof. 
A physical clue to this section's c. 1840 date is the absence 
of a ridge board at the roof's apex. In Alamance, generally 
after c. 1850 roof rafters abut and meet at a ridge board. 
The roof purlins appear to be original, as does the mud daubing 
between the logs. It is difficult to assess the exterior 
physical integrity of the log building because it was sheathed 
with clapboards during the 1903 remodeling. However, it has 
been little changed since then and, considering how carefully 
all of the farm's buildings are maintained, it is assumed that 
it is physically sound. Its location and overall form is 
unaltered and the interior is little changed. It retains its 
historic integrity and the essential aspects of location, design, 
setting, workmanship, materials, feeling and association. 

According to family tradition, the adjacent two-story frame 
house was constructed for use as a dormitory for the twelve 
children of the Cook family who owned the farm at the turn of 
this century. The parents reportedly slept in the log house 
and used it for all cooking and dining since there were no 
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William Cook House 
Alamance Co., NC 

facilities for food preparation in the frame house. On the 
interior of the frame portion, there are two bedrooms on each 
floor separated by a narrow center stairwell. One original 
mantel survives; it features a late-Victorian style scalloped 
frieze and beaded piers. The c. 1980 gambrel-roof brick addition 
at the rear of the I-house has a modern sliding glass door and 
a picture window on its rear wall and one-over-one windows on 
the side elevations. 
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8. NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

Summary: 

William Cook House 
Alamance Co., NC 

The William Cook House is significant in Alamance County's 
local history under Criterion C. It embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of log construdtion in the county as an example 
of a single-pen, on~~oom plan log house with habitable loft 
as described in the nul tiple · p:-operty listing, "Log Buildings 
in Alamance County, North Carolina 1780-1930." The present 
appearance of the William Cook House dates from 1903 when an 
adjacent two-story, three-bay frame I-house was constructed 
close to, and at a ninety degree angle to, the log house. This 
created an L-shaped compound, with the two buildings' respective 
hip roof porches joining to bridge the short gap between them. 
While this right angle arrangement is found on a few other log 
buildings in Alamance County, coupling a log building with a 
frame I-house is an unusual and notable pattern of log building 
expansion. This working farm has been owned by the Cook family 
for most of the twentieth century. 

Historical Background: 

The earliest history of the William Cook House and farm 
is unknown. William Cook first appears in the Alamance County 
Census Population Schedules in 1860 as the eight month old son 
of Thomas Cook, age 28, and Pena Cook, age 24, and the younger 
brother of two sisters, ages one and three, identified only 
by the initials, "C.J." and "M.M." respectively. The property 
has been associated with the William Cook family since 1889 
when J.R. Patton of Durham County sold W.E. Cook 106 acres on 
the west bank of Haw Creek, "adjoining the land of W.A. Woods 
et al." Patton made the sale with a condition that Cook 
"comfortably support ~nd maintain his mother, Peanna L. Cook 
during her lifetime." 

In 1904 W.A. Woods sold W.E. Cook 113 acres of land on 
the "north bank of Little Back Cree~." This land apparently 
adjoined Cook's 1889 land purchase. Mary Stanley, William 
Cook's granddaughter and present owner of the p~operty, recalled 
that the farm "originally h3d about 200 acres." . Today the 
farm contains 123.87 acres. William Cook was a farmer and 
a carpenter. He built the two-story I-house in 1903 or 1904 
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William Cook House 
Alamance Co., NC 

to serve as sleeping quarters for his twelve children. 
He and his wife slept in the old log house which he also 
remodeled then with a new brick chimney, which rests on the 
original stone base, and with the application of cl~pboards 
and corner boards which match those on the I-house. 

William Cook's son, Grover (b. 1896), inherited the 
property upon his father's death. Grover Cook was also a farmer. 
!he prin9ipal crops he raised wer~ various small grains, corn 
and hay. Sometime during the 1940s the screened back porch 
of the log building was enclosed, and a bathroom added there. 

At present, Jimmy Cook, Grover Cook's grand-nephew and 
Mary Stanley's cousin, farms the land and lives with his family 
in the houses. The log house is presently used as the family's 
kitchen and dining room, with the sitting room and bedrooms 
located in the I-house. Jimmy Cook built the small brick, 
gambrel-roof rear addition tQ the I-house in the early 1980s. 
It .contains the sitting room and a circular iron staircase to 
the second story. 

Footnotes 

l United States Census. Alamance County, North Carolina 
Population Schedule 1860. 

2 Alamance County Deed Book 32, pp. 440-441. 

3 Alamance County Deed Book 29, 236. 

4 Telephone interview with Mary Stanley, February 23, 1992; 
personal interview with Jimmy Cook; January 17, 1990. 

5 Alamance County Tax Map 9-38, Block 36. 

6 Stanley interview. 

7 Stanley interview. 
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10. VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundary is drawn to include the farm house, corn crib, 
barn, wood shed and log storage shed historically associated 
with the William Cook farm. The buildings are clustered and 
set back from SR 2131 approximately 850 feet down a dirt 
driveway. The buildings are located on approximately 1.5 acres 
in a shape of a rectangle approximately 330 feet long and 200 
feet wide, as shown on the accompany~ng enlarged section of 
Alamance County Tax Map 9-38. Also see accompanying site sketch 
map which indicates the buildings' relationship to each other. 

The buildings have historically been a part of the William Cook 
farm and maintain the historic integrity. The boundaries 
encompass an appropriate historic setting for the architecturally 
significant resources. 
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SITE PLAN: William Cook House 
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