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i. Name of Property
tistoric name Downtown Rurlington Historic Distyict

other_names/site aumber

2. Localion .
vireol & number ALl OT part of / blocKs bounded approximately Dy :{i"_ﬁ‘no( for publication
P T L = 17 - = T .
cily, town ‘Burlington MOTGES%EJ’LQJLL}II_M& Davis, 5. WoTEn, L. nébb & [ /huiciaily ‘
stale  Npyth Carolina. C0de NG counly  Alamance cede ()01 zipcode 27215
5. Classification ) -
O -mers!up ol Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[ j private £ Tbuilding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
] public-local I district L 7 buildings
I public-State :] site o . sHes
LJ public-ederal ! _] structure L _struelures
_] object . . _ objecis
5 5’__ 27 7otal
Number of contributing resources praviously

Mame of related multiple progerty listing: .
/A _ listed in the National Register 5.

/i, Eﬂ%aFederai Agency Certification . L

r

As the designaled authority under the Na%;onal Historic Preservation Act of 1988, as amended, | hereby celtify that lhls
D nomination D!equ%l for determination of eliglbllliy meets the documentation standards for registering properlies in the
National Pegasier of.Historic Places and meets the procedural and prolessicnal requiraments set forth in 36 CFR Part 60,
in my o;)m}p ghe,propeny @mee%s/ does not meet the Nalional Register criteria. ;JSee continuation sheel.

Iy //f‘ ; ;/g/(/,{ ). [Aaa L1 A - -2 -7
Signalure of cerufymg official ‘ // Ddl(.
State or Federal agency and bureau ) .
tn my opinion, the -;Jropeny [ lmeets _ Jdoes nol meet the National Register critetiz. LI Ser continuation sheet,
Dale

Signature of commenting or other official

State or Federal agency and bureau )

5. Natlonal Park Service Certification
I, hereby, cenlity that this property is:
Denlered in the National Register.
E:}See continuation sheet,
f:]determined eligible for the National
Register. || See continuation shee.
{j} determined nol eligibie for the
National Register.

[__Jremoved from the Nationat Register.
[_3 other, {explain:)

Signature of the Keep= Date of Action



§ Function or Use

Historic Functions {snter calsgorias from instructions)
COMMERGE/TRADE/financial institution

—COMMERCE/TRADE/specialty stoxe
~DOMESTIC/hotel.

CPRANSPORTATION /railerelated

INDUSTRY fmanufacturing facility

Current Funclions {enler calegorias from instructions)
COMMERCE/financial institution -
COMMERCE/speciality store
DOMESTILC/multiple dwelling
INDUSTRY /manufacturing facility T
RECREATION AND CULTURE/museum

7. Description

VACANT~ NOT IN USE

Architectural Classification
{enter categories from instructions)

Commercial style

Neo~Classical Revival

ATt Deco

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Please see continuation sheets,

Materials (enter categories from instruclions)

foundation _ PRLCK
walls
METAL/Aluminum
roof AS}‘HAL’[‘
other TERRA COTTA
STUCCO

(X 1566 continuation sheat
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2. Desoriplion

the Downtown Burtington Historic District is a commercial area of 72 buildings,
arranged in four full city blocks and all or part of {he blockisces of three additional blecks in
Burlinglon, North Cargling, a tovn of approximately 40,000 in the heart of the North Caroiing
Pia"l'nmnt 1 encompasses what has historically been the nugleus of Burtinglon's ceniral
pusiness district since its founding as a railroad repair site ihat arew into an industris)
ity i ine second higtl U' the 19th century. The disirict containg 45 contr 1buuna sng 27
ety :a::nu ibuling buildings. Five of the dislricl’s resources hiave Deen individually fisied 1nothe
rigtiongl Regisler,

Aithough urban renewst and other vicissitudes have removed major portians of
ine ‘L"u‘;‘uf“n(; fabric irom whal wes & terger, 135 Dlock commarcial ares embrscing this core, ihe
Zisirict ilsell remaing densely developad, precorinenily with rescurces which date fram
PS80 iBJO e ariented NEZSW immedialely south of the tracks of whal was or wnna‘;‘a v U
Horth Caroling Railroad Company, and of the rail vara north of the tracks that served as
ratiroad's renzir and maintenance shops . The disirict includss thres stnall parking lols; &
arassy park in the NE corner; & plaza al the head of 5. Main Siresl with & ratiroad uuulatw L
oubiicamphithealre; and a1l buildings in the 300-500 blocks of S Main and 8. Spring Strezls
and the 100 blocksof B, and W, Fronl and . and W, Davis Streets, ptus one biockiace each of |
Morehead and S Worth Strests, snd two ockfaces on B, Mapie Siresl With the exceplion of the
Soutiarn Ratlway Possenger Stalion, the Federal Building, and (he former Post 0ffice (now the
May Memorial Library), all of these buildings abul the sidewalk.

\J

r"x r- \'

The district is anchored en the north by the 1697 Sauther n Railway Passenaer
Statian (NR, Entry 1) s one-story brick and stucca building with & hipped reaf and Ocep
overnsngs, breckets, a polyoonsi turrel, Tinisls, and & quatni railroad weathervang, wiich sil
per pandicutar W S, Main and commands this prospeci from zeveral hundred {esl south of ;;3
oriningl sile aleng the trecks. The bleck in which this building stends was once the first segment
of {re historic commercial ares of Burlinglon, a two-block section where the North Caroling
Raii Read Company Office and the Tirst commercial support siruclures were canstrucled,
inciuding a fing hotel. Uniil the mid-201h century, this ares was bisecizd by S Main Street, but
the cammercial material thel once was here has been demolished and the {wo biocks unifed o,
1977 when the station was movead here (rom 11s earlier site.

On lhe south, the gisirict 15 ancnored by ne nJ: mer May Hostery MU now s
Cayser-Rolh Hoslery ML, ca. 1820), a descendent of 6 clustér of texdiiz mills in Burlingis
uncer various avnerships oﬂd afcdumna avariely of waven end finshes calien coods

f.‘ N8
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from the 1890's. This five-story brick indusirial building with Art Deco motifs on the office
poriion and mulii-1ighted fenestration refizcis the industirial character of this end of the
district, as oppesed to the retail, office, and rati-related siruciures on its northernmost end.
Thus, the sitz is brecketed by buildings representing the historic origins of Burlinglon's
indusirial basz, railroading and textiles.

The majority of the resources in the district are fla

al roofed, one to thres-siory
brick ceinriercizi buildings with stinpls :awff:;l.t brick cornices,

rermodzizd storefronis, ang
two o (hres upper hﬂ\f\ The mralor poriion of the dislrict's styles could ba chareclerized as
"v*ma.‘r;:o.n nerela, 1 ipical of emett 1o medivm sized North Caroling (owns 0 {he date 191
and ear by G caniuries in their astyiistic deigiting, Several of the buildings constructed in {he

1920 and " 30's mmzre granite venser Teczdes with At Deco or Art Modarne motifs, a* i asi
ane duiding Teatures Neo- Golhic Revival wnfiuznges, and occasions] Colenial Revival *r

Nave besn vsed o updele carlier materisl

inthe 1960'sand ' 70's "’t
melsl, wond, or 10s vensers, some of wi
some of vehich aliowsd light through sma)

v buiicging facades in tne disirict were siged with
covered the second-story fenesiration compleiely

1at iced apenings. Ciros i ,?2 the 300 and 400
blocks of S Main Streel were hlocked off U redwood street canagias were installed in the
construction ot a densely landscaped pedasirian mail, an allempt 5 at{ racl custaomers ihat had
bypassed the cowntown for outlying Sh@[}p] z; emers The type of facade alieration that
accompenied ins effori held sway over much of the downtown, enough so that Burlington's
cerdral business district had unlil very recenily ooho iy appesrance maichad, unfortunately,
by a ghosily leck of cusicmer aclivily and commerce

iy
Tole
ot
i
i
Gi

i 11954, t ings began ic change. Saveral key progerties and & residential dislrict
were Tisted 1n the Nationa! Register in the firsi of & series of conrerted preservalion efforis by
the Burhnguon = abtoric Henourws Cormmisston end the City Lhat has coniinued to this day. 1n

1985, Burlingion was accepled into the National Trust's Main Strset Pregram, which has
mdUE_}U{‘th" 8 """15 rencvation and rengweal plan, the opening and removal of the Main Street
pedestrian matl, rdafdmna and infrastruciure improvements | and other programmatic efforts
1o return downlows Burlinglon o §ls eariier hisioric commerciai characler. Todale, the
owners of {2n buildings have removed their vensar s and restored the underlying brick work.
Alhough 2z tuild r;a inthe alstr el remain non-contributing due ta such alterations, it is
anlicipaled ihzl s number will be rcsug j v edditional restorstions. Thus the dw“usw'n and
Inventery that (otlow reveal a ciy in Lhe orocess of (ransformation,
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Mo buiidings from Burlington's 1850°s period remasin, but four Reconstruction
and Post-Reconstruction era buildings (ca. 1866~ 1890) are still {o be found in the district:
the commercial building at 302 S. Main (0a.1870, Entry 13) the C. F. Neese Jewelers Buitding
{1887, Enlry 44), 312 5. Main (ca. 1885, Enlry 457, and the core of the Rauhul Building (ca.
1870, Enlry 16). The first building features segmental arched windows, star-shaped anchor
bolts, and a sawlooth cornice with an undulating brick band above the second-story fengstration.
H also features the ondy cast iron column in town. Unfortunately, recent updsting has produced &
faux common bond skin, ereated of stucco scored to resemble brick, thus rendaring the building
non-cordributing. The Neese Building features arched windows, & corbelled brick carnice, and an
undilaled bell course a ta' 302 S. Main; the building at 312 5. Main has been painted, its
rectangular windows infilled with louvering ca. 1960. The Rauhut Building features irreguiar
ranks of late horzontal- paned windows, added in the early 20th century following a fire so that
it resembles the 1930's struclure to its immediate north, the Wallers Building (Entry 15).

Forty-one buildings in the district represent the area’s sscond major building
period, 1890~ 1915, Buill ina variety of styles, one is lhe eclectic National Register-Tisted
Southern Railway Passenger Station (see above). Others include the Strader Buiiding
{1913-18, Entry 3}, with its stepped paraget and sawtooth brick cornice, and the building at
400 S Main (1910, Entry 50), a two-story brick building with shoulder srched fenestration.
Also representing this period are the McClellan Stores Building (ca. 1895, Entry 36), Foster
Shog Company Building (ca. 1890, Entry 37), IMebane Shoe (ca. 1890, Entry 41), and Hoit and
May (ca. 1890, Enlry 42). Al of these latler buildings were remodelled in the '20's following a
fire in 1918 that damaged the west side of the entire 300 block of S. Main, and their front
facades were refaced in the 1930°s or '40's.

The most distinctive buildings from this middie (and major growin) peried in
Burlington's history are two. The first is the Troxler-Cammack Building (1908, Entry 30), 3
three-story building with arcaded second-story windows and decorative brickwork including
quoins, bel course, and spandrels. The second is the Efird Building (NR, ca. 1908, Entry 29).
Silualed among other buildings ina row of brick structures, this building is unique in ils
Neo-Gothic Revival front facade of enamelled terra cotta surrounding large, Tudor arched
windows, now infitled with glass brick. The expanse of glass and fancifulness of decorative
elements, inciuding & tracery band above the first story and quatrefail piercing in the parapet,
suggest an early effort to lighlen the heaviness of sireet brick and bring a certain "curiain wall®
Navor to Burlinglon for the first time.
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The tarcest proportion of buildings from the ihird pericd, 1915-40
(19 resources), are iwo-story/two-1o-three bay brick masonry bearing wall structures,
f-iost of these commaon forms have remodelted siorefronts, fiat roofs, modest corbellea prick
cornice delailing, enc nerraw brick {front-corner pilasiers, features which frame the street
facades in whal is a common building type borcering ihe streels of numerous North Carolinag
towns anct villegzs. Modest a3 are the majorily of the buildings from this pericd, several
buildings refieci netisnzi commercial styles, the Morris Pian Bank Building (ca. 1930, Entry
69 ) which rev wricd Revival themes with some particularity, the comimercial building at
4726 S Spring {Eniry 71) which fealures Ari Deco motife with ribbed granite venesr and
dacorative spa . znd Manrs Drug (1925, Entry £5), anunusual buildirg for the district

3 i
which featurss Uls roof end spandrels, finisls, sng 3 piziuresque charm that has nol been
diminishied by remadehing.

Tinzily, nree pivolal buildings were consiructed before and during the
Depression ihat hizve given a persistent urban quality 2 ihz own ang signaled 112 mziurity, The
first is the Alame: izl {1925, NR, Entry 510, an _-shaped "hass-shafi-caoilsl” siructure
of rough-faced rec-brown brick with 8/8 and 4/ 4 dounle hung fenestration and a casply coved
and rolded terrs colig cornice surmounted by & bricy caraoel with Lile coping. The nase of the
cornice is even with ihe lop of a grillwork course that zovers the top-Tioor fenestration so that
the serni-edliplicel inssls project into the coved cornice lo creale a pointed frame similar to the
wel of a groin vauil. Buill according Lo s design by Norih Caroling érchitest, Charles
Harmann, the buiding is the lasl in @ series of holels lo operale in Burlinglon from he

mid- 19th ceniury. *

The second, also designed by Harimans, is the (former) Altlantic Bark and Trust
Corapany Builging (NR, Eniry 49), the tallest building in Burington {al nine-sioriss), which
was conslrucied inin 1923-9, The building i3 & stesi-irame and brick struciure with uniform
double- hung fenzsiczuon, & tripartite organization {Gike the Alamance Hotel) with aranite
sheathing on the lover slories and Art Deco and Classical molifs throughout, opped by an arnale
parapel with simple frel bands and an ailernaling series of carved callle skulls and
Azlec-derived masks. Conmecting s ornamenizlion zre decoralive meld) spandreis end fluted
pilasters rising io foliaied capilals thal enliven the (oo of the buiiding.

The itied pivolal property in ths Doweiswen Burlinnion Hisloric Districl daling
from 1915-40 {3 tha Fedaral Building { MR, Eniry 723 Erecled in 1936, this symmelrical
ong-story Classiezl Ravival and Moderne butizing 1e zuastructed of cotnmon-bond ~2d brick with
grenile facia i zichi-bay frond facade fesiur = &/4 74 imple-hung recessed ienssiration and
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double leaved vak doors with wide bronze surrounds. The recently renovated interior fealures
two significant wall murals, designed by Arthur L. Bairnsfather in lhe Regionalist style, which
fave also been restored. They depict workers in the slasher room of 8 {extile miti anda
ratiroad scene near the Burlington railroad station on the eve of the Civil War-,

Only three buildings date from the 1940's onward. These are simple single story
structures distinguished from earlier buildings by their no-nonsense lack of embellishment. In
ali, the Downtown Burlington Historic District is an example of the complex of butldings for
conducling commerce in moderately sized North Carolina industrial communities in the late
19th and early 20th centuries, a period during which cities like Burlington across the South
puilled themselves into the industrial age through determination, energy, and grit,
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[NVENTORY

The =ources for this inventory are: Sanborn Maps, from rancxm vears1893-1927; Burlington
Survey Files, 1982, Burlinglon City Directories; A, H. Black. Arcaitectural History of
Burlinglon, 1987 ; and Nalional Regis{erNomination forms. Urless otherwise indicated, the
building has a brick exterior and the name refers to (he originai accupant. The st iskeyed to
{he enclosed map.

Contributing: G, Mon-Contributing: N.

Raling, Approvimate ' Gescription
Hizstoric Name Construction
AKIrEsS Date

E. Front Sireet, norih side, west to east

1. € Southern Ratlway
Passenger Slation, NR 1892 One-stary stusco and beich with state hipped roof and turret.
200 5. HMain. ortented NE/SW south of the Lracks of the North
Carcline Railrosd and yvard. 1t contains overhangs, brackets,
fimals, angd a quannd railros wealhervane. L was moved 10
thissileca 1972,

2 C United Dollar Stare 1906- Plain 2-slary commercial with some decoralive cormice
W2 E Front St . 09 work; 8 bay man facade, Znd story. Slepped parapst on
the 5 Main facade (the arginag front; this site v
formerly was on the cornse of 5 Mainand £, Front). United
Dollar Slores was at this location from the 1920's (and
prabably eslier Mo the 19605 Original pressed 1in
cerlings.
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3. C Strader Bidg, 1913~ Two-story with sawtooth brick cornice; stepped parapel
120E front. 18 separated by pilasters; three entries now united for one

business; nine bays wide at second story. Buill for F. L
Strader Co. whose wholesale fruil and produce business
occupied at 1east one unil of the building.

4. N Grand Theatre 1928, Two-slary with elabarate necclassical brick work
128 £ Front. ca. 1950  now mostly concealed by metal front. Faux pediment,
with some remaining palychrome; Art Deco interior;
later ( 1948) marques. Opened by a Clara Bow movie, the
theatrs ie now called the Paramaunt and is the homne of a
resident theatre company.

5. W Cammercial Building ca 1930 Plain, one-story commercial with
t34 £, Front. flat roof, aluminum veneer

6. N Commercial Building . ca. 1950 Plain, one-story commercial with
1Z8 E. Front. flat roof, stuceo/cement block.

W. Fronl Street, south side, west to east

7. € Commercial Building ca. 1930 Two-story: arched windows above elliplical infilled
138 W. Front. {ransoms. Brick quoins and sawtooth features; corbelled
cornice. Light colored brick.

8. N Commercial Bldg.  ca. 1920, Thoroughly remodetled 2-story, brick facade

i28 W._Front. 1980 veneer.
9. € Kemp Building "ca 1900, Two-slories. Pressed tin ceiling, shaltow parapet,
(20 W, Front. ca. 1925  tegend, and modillions at cornice. Facade dates from "20's

or '30's, perhaps from the Kemp's Clothing era of the
buitding. Two triple windows with transams.

10. C Bank of Commerce ca. 1900, Classical/Tuscan Revival pilasters and fonic capitals,
Building, 114 W front. 1920 mogilion cornice with dentils. Two-stary. Stone facade
veneer : Tuscan arched entry. Possibly remodelted
when the Bank of Commerce occupied the building from
al ieast the '20's.
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11.C Commercial Blog.  oa. 1930
110 W, Front.

N

301 S, Main.

w

N Commercisl Bidg. ca 1870,
307 S ain, 1980

14, M Commerial Bido.  ca 1890

107 £ Frant,
9. C Wallers Bicg. ca, 1930
1E5-5 . bront
16.C Rauhut B819. 1887,
127-133E Froni. 1950's

. N Commercial Bldg.  ca. 1890,

Unador nied two-siory lapestry
brick; cararra glass venear at storefront.

Two-story. Aluminum moldings; thoroughly remedzled
with brick veneer, large plate glass wincows, anc olain

coping on Darapel.

Two-story. 19805 remodeling to rpsero%P nrmm:?, oyt
in unsym"alhetm wirys- - 0y Siuccoing tha eniire

|G"‘n’i' ar:a scn:‘ing and painting it ta resamoie brd
nett course above arcned fenssirstion, 7

vincows, Sawicoth carnics, ster anchor oolls.

Two-stomy with modern stilcce venesr Radicgily =ileres
storefront.

Four-hizv, iwo-story. Double storeiror
maided Znd siory pilasiers termingt

f, a0

1- th
. M\n:,;m,* ,[ r»:wior-

parapet; motern 2nd story windows
YWallers had his DFGCUCP en the second ficor in ths "30°
Burlingion Drugwas in 115 from 19205 lothe ores Dni.

Simple two-story building with ireeouly
ne <t

ranks of horizontal paned wincows on\ = _

Three siorsfronts in the severe main fzoede dal 'n' irom
theearty " 30's featurs simple ”Morr* : eb ngds o arick.
Parapet or mnt and sides, Erected by Tnerles H =suhut

/-'14

in 1887 12 replace a building destrayas oy Tirg in 1884

ar
-
-
d

W Davis Street, norih side, west {o east

7. C Commercial Bigg ca 1890,

P35 Y. Davis, 1940's

Two-story, Plain 4-bay brick main faoede (1940s)
with original Worth S elevation featuring senmenist
arched windows and decorative brick cornice Mew
fenesiranion on main alevalion, alUminum swmng.
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18. C Commercial Bldg. ¢a 1890
F31 . Davis.

19. N Commercial Bldg.  ca. 1915
127 W. Davis,

20, N Commercial Bldg. ca. 1890
121 V. Davis.

21. M Commercial Bldg. ca. 1890
117 W, Davis.

22. N Commercial Bidg. ca. 1695
111 W. Davis.

Plain two-story brick facade with soldier course below
modest corbelled, three-bay, second-story facade; 1/1
double hung Windows; full-height pilasters. Brick frant

probably an early 20th century replacement.

Two-story. Facade covered in Lin or aluminum.
Original facads may be intact beneath.

Two-story. Tin or aluminum facade. Or tginat {acade
may be intact beneath.

Two-story. Tin or aluminum facads. Original facade
may be inlact beneath.

Two-story. Tin or aluminum facade. Original facade may
be intact beneath.

F. bavis Street, north side, west o east

23, C Commercial Bldg. ca. 1895,
118 E. Davis. 1930's

24, ¢ Cominerical Bldg. ca. 1895
126 £ Davis. 1930's

25, C Comrmercial. Bldg. oa 1895,
132 L. Davis. 1930's

26. ¢ Commercial Bidg. ca 18995,
136 E. Davis. 1930's

27. N Acme Drug Co. ca. 1900
140 £, Davis.

Two-story. Four multi-1ight upper story windows.
Brick facade veneer, 1950's.

Two-story. Irregtlar ranks of doubie hung second story
windows, corbelled cornice. Facade venser, 1930's.

Two-story. Glass brick replacement second story
windows. Facade veneer, 1950's.

irregular ranks of double-hung windows with transoms.
Two story. Facade veneer, 1930's.

Two-story. Wood slal or aluminum veneer Covers facade,
baih elevations. Once site of the Burlington Post Office.
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E. Davis Street, south side, west to easl

28. C Commercial Bidg. 1928

139 . Davis.

29.C tfird 81dg., NR
122 £. Davis.

30, € Troxler -Caramack Bldg.

123 . Davis.

ca. 1908

F. Maple Avenue, south side

31.C Alamance Hotel, NR

1925

1908

Three-siory building with pierced parapet with
corbelling and "turrets.” Curved corner, pressed tin

“ceiling featuring garland and urn motifs. [ has housed a

series of furniture establishments, of which a long
running one was Neese Shoffaer Furniture.

Three-story Gothic Revival with tinwork ceilings.
Pierced quatrefoil parapel with finials, medillions.
Tudor-arched 3rd story windows, tracery spandrels, and
glass brick infill, Terra cotia veneer. This building was
built for a branch of a Charlotie department store chain
that was sold to the Belk company in the 1950°s.

Three-story building with arcaded wincows, Z2nd fioor;
paneled cornice with decorative Drick work, brick bell
course and quoing. Windows infitled with metal
louvering. Shingled awning, storefront

level. Checkerboard spandrel below cornice. The
building was named for the original owner, Seorge H.
Troxler, and for its present occupant, Cammack Office
Supply. It was once used as a lodge hall and a National
Guard Armory on the upper stories.

An 8-story tapesiry brick, base-shaft-capilal building
with 8/8 and 4/4 double hung fenestration and a deeply
coved and molded terra cotta cornice surmounted by a
brrick parapet with tile coping and other slone delails. It
was designed by architect Charles Hartmann. This was the
latest and last Burlinglon hotsl.
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£. Maple Avenue, north side, wes! o east

32. CCommerma Bidg, ca 1935  Two-story, viree bay bidg. Aluminum storefronts

126- 178 £ Maple. bui uppar sizry appears as originally, with panels and
flush cecarzsve brickwerk and white stone or concrele
. BCCENLS,
33. ¢ Commercial 810, ce 1935 Plain two sizmy. Twostorefronts;
130G £, aple. muiti-oanpss Tznasiraton. Panels of decorative fiush
hricevwore.
Ji (1 }(quthriu—Zf,ﬁ 'jl “|C'
arug 1937 Two-2iory «1h projecling brick phiasiers wilh siepped

135 €. Mapis. Art Deoa ca— =ni capitals. Decorative brickyaork.
Irregular ~=-xs of original configurad fenesiralian,
Original stz “auntain,

¥

S. Worlh Streel, easl side, porth to south

U’J
"3

o ,mry wiih plain oila

26 H Commercisl Bidg, s 1920 x 5
o7 and 331 5. Main toents fge their

326 5 Warlh

S. Main Street, west side, porih to south

%6, C Mclellan Steres  ca 1895, Two-siory « i paneled and belt coursed lop sty
Z17 5 Main, ca 1940 fFasece e %f',r:dc,a 1930's ar "40's. Thiswsas the
nome a7 ans -7 ine three "five and dime” verialy slares in
Buriingion . signaling its “downlown” heyds

1890, Plain two- ey commercial with simple cornics
1920 andconing 22ling from ¢a. 1920, Foster Shoe
Wwas &n osf‘ -~z Burtinglon establishment that oontinues
to do nusinzst an £ Davis Street. The butlding wes parl
nf Melcitar Tares in the 1920°s and "50°s

T
l['_}‘:

37.C Foster Shoe .
3215 Main.

=3
@

1890 Two-ioey ©iding covered with black Gl venser

T
o

38, HComn,:r sl Blda.

T
S D 3 310
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39. N Smilh Furniture  ca 1920, New brick facade covers a two-story "20's facade of
331 5. Main. 1980's building that replaced one that once had a cast iron front,
' destroved ina 1918 fire Lhat took out much of thisentire
block on S. Main.

40. N Commercial Bldg. ca. 1905, Simple two-story, two-bay brick with altered
335 S, Main. post 1980 “street facades. Wider Main Street facade with two
: storefronts features early corbelled cornice above
recent brick veneer and replacement metal-framed
windows; upper Worth St. facade veneered in composition
panels. Early occupants include restaurants, ready-10
wear shops, and hardware.

41, C Mebane Shoe ca. 1890 Two-story with corbelled cornice. Two triple Znd story
341 S. Main, windows with early ar infilled frames and stone linlels
and sills. 1918 fire may have caused some structural
alterations. The building was home to the Mebane Shoe
Company for nearly 45 years.

42.C Holt and May. ca, 1890 Marrow two-story building connected to the butlding at
347 S Main. the rear of the block. Main St. fecade heavily altered with

post-WW 11 brick veneer and replacement steel windows;
worth St. front {346 Worth) displays early or original
upper elevation with decorative brick cornice and pairs
of windows with multi-paned transoms sel with
segmented arches. This rear building also
features tongue-in-groove ceilings. The two buildings
have housed hardware from the earliest days, and, during
the time the establishment was called "Holt and May,” it
was louted as "one of [ the] aldest firms,
having grown up with the city.” Al one time, it even sold
buggies and carriages as well as hartdware and buitding
suppies.

43. C Troilinger Florist ca 1890, Replacement early Z0th century {wo-story brick facade
3515 HMain. early 20th has simple pairs of windows with transoms. Occupied by
century  Trollinger Florist from the 1920's to the 1960's.

44.C C.F. Neese Jewelers 1887  Two-story. One of the most intect of the area’s early
359 S. Main. burildings currently undergoing restoration. Features
elaborate sawtoothed corbelled and pendant cornice with
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segmental arched windows and bel course a 13" the
-building at Entry 13, Early painted advertising sign on
south facade. Original 1/1 and 2/2 sashes found in place
when later brick infill removed from windows, Neese
Jewelers have been in the building from its construction.

S. Main Street, cast side. nerth ta south

45, C Commercial Bidg. 1885 Three-slory brick building; viriually intact upper
312 S Main, glevation with corbelled pendant cornice, somewhat
deleriorated; each window wilh brackeled flat hood set in
recessed plane, corbelled at the tap; front windows
covered with louvered panels; rear rectangular windows
set in segmental arches. Odd Fellows met to name
Burlingion on 3rd floor,

46. N Sellars Bldg. ca. 1905 The original stone veneer facade of this
327 5. Main. two~story building was probably removed when the

building was sided with tin or aluminum veneer. The
buitding runs through {6 Spring Streel where
the plain brick facade has been revealed to contain
regular window ranks bl defaced raasonry underneath,
rendering this porlion non-conlribuling as well. Sellars
department store has been a Burlington iixture from the
day the building was built.

47. G Roses Bldg. ca. 1930 Two-story. Paneled and corbelied cornice. Three upper
240 5. Main windows wilh prominent flat stone Hintels and sills now
covered with louvered shutlers. Tile coping. Composition
storefront veneer. The store was one of three original
variely stores in downtown Burtinglon from the '30's,
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48. C Commercial Bldg.  ca. 1900,
348 5. Main. ca. 1940

49 (¢ Atlantic Bankand 1928
Trust, NR
358 S. Main.

50. C Commercial Bldg ca 1910
400 S, Hain.

St. N Grotlo Thestre 1905
412 5. Hain.

52 N A &P Store ca 1910
416 S Main.

53.C Commercial Bldg. ca 1920
430 3. Main.

Plain yellow two-stary brick facade with corbelled
cornice probably dates frem the t1930°sor 40's. Egg
carton veneger from the 1970's was removed to reveal
this facads in the recent Main Street renngvations.

Art Deco steet frame and brick struclure with uniform

double-hung fenestration and tripartite,

base-shaft-capital, organization with granite veneer on
the lower stories, and topped with an ornale parapet with
simple fret bands and an alternating series of carved
cattle skills and Aztec—derived masks.

Nine stories, making it the only skyscraper in
Burtinglon.

Two-story buiiding with round arched

fenestralion, brick hood molds at second story windows
and paneled brick cornice corbelling. Arched
half-windows, north facade. This building exhibits some
of the early 20th century features thal give a flavor of
old Burtinglon. F. V. Woolworth's was in this building at
one time in the early Z0th century.

Remnants of paneled cornice. Metal veneer
abave store front of this two-story. Site of the oldest
movie theatre in Burlington.

Two-story; facade complelely covered with aluminum
veneer; pseudo-country roaf symbol above the storefront
al secand story level. Dates from

pre-mali-developmen! Burlington when grocery stores
were found downtown.

Two-slory, four bay; double-hung windows; metal
veneer recently removed to reveal paneled brick cornice;
Redwood veneer storefront. Canvas awnings.

The building has been used a5 a gracery

and women's ready - {o-wear through the years.
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S4. C-Commercial.Bldg. ca. 1915 Two-story with mezzanine. Unrestored brick exposed
440 S. Main. afler removal of veneer. Eight bays with
i "boom -town "parapet; canvas
awnings. This building is one that has been in
the forefront of facade renovation efforts in the Main
Streset program.

55. C Mann's Drugs 1925 Pent {Hle roof. Twa-story with two storefronts. Brick
442 . Main, piers with finials. Elaborate corbelled modillion cornice
above four bays of multipaned windows.
Tile spandrels, cloth awnings. A significant
building for its having retained its original facade.
Mann's Drugs occupied one storefront from the 1930°s ta

the 1960,
56. N Rhodes Furniture ca. 1940  Tile venesr covers entire building. Two-story.
448 S. Main.
SN J G Penney's ca. 1950 Threeslory. Brick and Lile-panelled exierior, Some
454-60 S Main. panels are heing replaced with new panels and windows.

58. C May Hostery Mill  ca. 1920  Four and five story industrial building with mulii-light
fenestration. Arl Deco granite motifs on ofTics porticn
being restored. One-tenth covered in aluminum
veneer. Was buill on the site of the old cpera
house and skaling rink that was the focus of downlown
activities in the sarly 20th century.

5. 5pring Street, Wes_t side, north to south

59. N Commercial Bldg. ca 1905  Two-story. Plain brick replacement of originai facade
331 5. Spring. exposed when metal veneer was removed after suffering
wind damage in 1989's Hurricane Hugo. Much altered
brickwork. Now contains part of Sellars Department

Store.

60. C Cammercial Bldg. ca 1900, Two-slory. Second story with
3418 Spring. ca. 1930 arched windows and elaborate cornice inlact except.most
windaws have brrick infill; second story,
now painted. 1980's brick veneer storefront facade.
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&1 N Danford Florist ca, 1950 Aluminum veneer w. aluminuf: awning. One-siory.
218 Spring. :

67 N Commercisl. Blda €3 193G Twoslory, three bay with modarn brick venesr 1ece0e
257 5. Spring. 1980s  and replacement wincows.

al D ca 19300 Two-stopy. ArlModerns ouchas with brick beil courss,
455 ;. Spring. horizomtal paned wincows, Yaiiow br ick with curviningsy
ingisl strip ol sloreiront ievel,

iroane venger. Simple moicss
ri je legend; singia rand
"r'u:rzwnh tne HG'"‘”

He C i;_smn‘mrciaz Blgg. ce 1930 Twa-slery. Granited

: surrounds, paneled
aiaie and horizontal 1
Dlan Bank building 22
nf the more inleres

history of the district

5. Spring Street, east side, narih to south

6o C('a mer)Post Office 1916 rolanial Revival builaing with pedimented eniry
“a s Memorial Library} Daliadian windows anc Clessical Revival cormx,,.
542 8 3pring. One-story. The builging is now Used asapub.a Yiorary
27 N Commercial. By ca 1930 Colonial Revival facess remodziing - LEY
<04 S, Spring. nrick; coppar awning Two-siory.
A7 N Commercial Bldo, ca 1930 Two tweslory nildinas. now united with mocars s1ans
g7 108-10 S. Spring feneer and party wa,i removed for a single puiticin

Aluminum awnings
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69.. C Plorris Plan Bank  ca. 193 Brick w. muili-paned fenestration, classical entry
418 & Spring. surround. Corbelied cornice and granite facade
' venezr. Two-story. Home of the Morris Plan Bank, an
indzpandant bank, since it was built. The interior
reflests its arigin in the '30°s

70. Clnsurance Bidn  ca. 1930 Brick with framed facede, piain cornice; graniie
427 5.5pring lintels/silis unify. Two-bay, two-story.

71. C Commarcial Bldg. ca 1930 Ari Deoo two-story with cul graniis facade. Four

426 5. Spring. renks of windows are {ianked by ful ng and have da7ed
=r soandreis, Origingl storafrond. Once the home of H
Motor Company.

Revival w;thucaﬂrno elements, Brick with
ignia, eight-~bass with 67676 recessed

ion, oak doubis-leaved ccors. Inferior WPA
s 2rthur Bairasfather. Ona-story.

72, C Federal Building, NR 1936
f‘E SSpring.

n

m

P Cisudia P Roberts (Claudia R, Brown ;| Alamance Hotel Malionai Reqisier Nominaian,
unpabilished, 1985

£ _ (farmer ) Allantic Bank ang Trust Company Building National Register
Nomiralion, unpubtished, 1983,

m hard Matison, Federal Builging Netional Ragisler Nomination, unougiished, 1988,



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered :ns significance of this propeny in felation 1o othsr properties:

C] nationakly i

Applicable National Register Critesiz :JA iy EC

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions! | A [_B [ _iC

Areas of Significance (enter calegories from instructions)
COMMERCE / TRADE

_INDIISTRY

__TRANSBORTATION
ARCHITECTHRE

Significant Person
/A

statewide [x Hocally

o
o LJe [F [e
Period of Significance Significant Dales
18 85-1940 1897, 1975
1928, 18346

Cultural Affitiation

Archilect/Builder
Charies Hartmapn, architect. .

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Flease see continuation sheels,

v [See continualion shael

b J



;g’é;mn 06008 OB Aporoved Mo, 10240018

Unlted States Department of the Interlor
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Dowvmtown Burlington Historic District

Cantl
vection number __8_  Page _1 Alamance County, NC

Summary

The Downtown Burlington Historic District is locally significant under
Criteria A and C for the period 1885, the date of the area's oldest contributing
building, to 1940, It represents railroading and textile producing, both of
which were of critical importance to the founding of Burlington as well as to
the development of the North Carolina Piedmont and the state as a whole in the
last half of the 19th and the first half of the 20th centuries. The facts that
Burlington was a railroad repair and maintenance site from its founding and that
it became one of the preeminent textile producing communities in the country make
an understanding of its dindustrial and transportation-related past important to
the history of these movements generally. An equally important area of significance
is commerce, as vepresented by the great majority of the distyrict's buildings which
reflect Burlington's economic generated by railrcadiang and textiles. The distyict
also is significant architecturally as representing the varieties of vernacular
commercial building styles articulated in the central business distriects of
industrial communities like Burlington across the Piedmont. Some of the buildings
are more stylish, including distinctive examples of the Neo-Gothic Revival, Classical
Revival, Art Deco and Art Moderne styles., Together, the district's history and
architecture portray the enterprise and resolve of Burlingtonians from the last
quarter of the 19th century to the eve of World War II,
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Transportation and Industry Contexls; Hislorical Backoround

The propensily of American cities to trace their histary to a particular set of
events in time is mere true of Burtington than of most. The town did not exist at all--1t had no
pre-existing crossroads community, no church, no water-oowered mill (no river!), nothing
that suggested communal tife--until the North Caraolina Raiiroad Company, chartered in 1348,
decided 1o establish & repair and maintenance facility in the middie of Alamance County. Prior to
1849 when Alamance County was formed by a division of Orange County to the east, the area
consisted of small, mostly subsistence farms of fewer than ten slaves apiece. ' The region had
had a history of civil disobedience (a dissident group called ihe Regulators hed conducted a series
of pre-Revolutionary skirmishes against British rute in the late 181h century), much of which
had been diluted by the turn of the 19th century due o the influx of a large group of peaceable
Quakers who arrived from Pennsylvania thrrough "The Great Yalley of Yirginia". With German
and Scotch-1rish immigrants, these groups were well established in Alamance County by
Burlington's founding.

To this point in the mid- 19th century, North Carolina's economy was determined
by topography; the stale was divided inlo three distincl regions, their houndaries determined by
terrain. The coaslal plain had developed agriculturally and its rail system was in place far in
advance of the piedmont and mountain regions, whose develonment thus tended to 1ag. With the
opening of texlile nills beginning in the 1830's, the population of these out-regions began to
increase, with the result that, toward the middle of the century, pressure mounted for the
construction of a ratiroad to the interior from the coast. Thechartering of the Norih Caroling
Railroad was intended to improve transport by running through the central piedmont between
Charlotle and Goldsboro, where it met with the Wilmington-'Weldon Tine.

To determine the route and advise on operaticns, the company's directors hired
Colenel Waller Gwynn, a Wesl Point graduate and chief engineer for a number of rail projects in
Yirginia and North Caroling, who surveyed the route in 1850. Yhen the Alamance County seal of
Graham urned down the rail company's offer to place its shops in their {own, lhe company’'s
Board of Direclors under Charles f. Fisher was forced to cheose another place. With the
encouragerent of the line's president, John Motley Morehesd, and one of s directors, Benjamin
Trollinger, the road's maintenance and repair sheps and its central headquarters were
gstablished two miles west of Graham. They selected a rolling rural site in close proximity o
the rail tine's geographical center. The 631.75 acres were sssembled from various local
families, with the enlicement of rait slock, and in 1856 the raiirosd commenced construction of
acompiex of indusirial structures buitl " on a scale commessurate with the importance of the
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road.” 3

Charies Fisher's supervision of the rail complex at lhe site, by then known as
"Cornpany Shops,” produced a group of industrial style buildings including two machine shops, a
carpenter shop, blacksmith shop, bmler house, foundry, engine or round house, storage house,
fretght stalion, and passenger riegot tn scdition, a number of houses were buill for shop
workers including eight frame and eight brick row houses, and, southeast of the shops, railroad
office buildings and far fancier housing for the Hine's president, vice president and other
officials. Last, a grand (and coslly) hotel was buill near the depol.

In the early years, Company Shops was definilely a company lown; virtually all of
its land was owned by the raitroad. The single exceplion was the property of John G. Moore, a
tocal merchant and rail agent who was allowed by Fisher to "build a house on the land of the
Company and enclose ahout three or four acres in rear of Superintendants [ sic] house all et his
own cosls and charges” becalise “his duties as Store Keeper require his present {sicl at all
tines, "6 Moore was later appointed one of five comrmissioners when Company Shops was
incorporaied in 1866,

In spite of this rail hegemony, & community grew up around the shop site as it
became a markel cenler for the surrounding sgricutlural area. Since these new arrivals neaded
sheller for their erderprises and the raitroad needed capital, the sale of land on the south side of
the tracks, the core of which became the commercial cenler of the town, was begun around
1863, in the middle of the Civil War. { The war was {aking iis toll on development and
conslruction although the line did continue to operate and serve as a important Hink in the
Confederate efford, especially in the final months of the conflicl. 7Y With this tand development,
Company Shups became a passenger stop as well as & repair site, and the first depot was built
across the tracks south of he mainlenance area, a building that was replaced in 1892 by the
present Southern Railway Passenger Depot.

During Reconstruction, economic conditions in Morth Carolina forced stale-wide
industrial changes. In 1871, the directors of the North Carolina Railroad Company leased its
track to the Richiond and Danville Railroad for & period of 30 years, a move resulling
principally from the slate's desire to get out of the railroad business due to increasing
maimenance and operating costs.® This move was pari of @ plan by rail promoters Lo use North
Carolina track in the construction of & Richmond-Atianta rail Hink. Although the North Carolina
Railroad relatned ownership of other real property in the areaand ils president, William A.
Srnith, conlinued to live there, the lease included the maintenance shops and land immediately
adjacent to thern in Company Shops, and orders and instruclions governing rail operations came,
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thereafter, from Richmond.®

In 1875, the company moved its offices o Greenbore, some 20 miles away. This
generated real fears among workers in Company Shaps, and the Hitle community struggled for
the next several years with a {lucluating population and rate of grewth. Al lhe same time, il was
beginning to diversify. New indusiries began arriving to supplant the town 's ong- industrry
character. Branson's Aorth Caraling Business Direclory Tor 1872 1ists several shoe factories,
a chair factory, a wheelwright, and a qunsmith. 10 When, in 1886, the Richmond and Danville
Ratiroad meved is repair shops {e Manchester, Yirginia, railroading ceased to be a chisf
employer of area residents and rendered the name "Company Shops™ obsolete. And so, for no
apparent reason other than it was euphonious, a group of lown fathers met the following year and
changed 11s name to Burlington. &

The change in name reflected a change in fortune. |n 1880, Peler F. Holt had
obtained a charier o operate the first cotlon mill in Company Shops. Holt was a distant cousin of
Edwin M. Holl who had eslablished a small cotton producing facility on Little Alamance Creek in
1837 when water power was necessary lo run such mills. By the 1880's, steam - generated
power was the rule, enabling collon mills to move to land transporistion centers for shipping,
and the Holl femily, who eventually built mills in virtuanxﬁ every lown in Alamance County, had
built five mills in the Company Shops vicinity by 1893, ‘

Peter Holl had several partners, among them his son, Lafayette Holt, who had
studied textile mill construction and machine operations in Lewell, Massachusells, the textile
capilal of lhe nation, and designed some of the mitls in Company Shops. N Unfortunalely, in
spite of this preparation, the Holts' first mill failed in 1 884, and though an inferregnum pariod
occurred during which R, J. Reynolds of 1obacca fame purchased the mitt st auclion, the property
was reacquired in 1885 and reopened by Lawrence S. Holt, youngest son of Edwin HoH, as Aurera
Cotton Mill. ' This mill, and two others, Elmira Cotion Mill founded by two other Holis,
Edwin's grandsons, and the €. M. Holl Plaid Mill, along with ihe Carolina Coffin Company,
founded in 1884 by another Holl relalive, J. Locke Erwin, bridged Company Shops' transition
to the industrrial age.

The North Carolipa collon industey was largely a local affair using local labor
until the tast decade of the 19th century. When, by 1890, northern interests, attracled by
“cheaper rav materials and fuel and labor | longer working hours, mild climate, and friendly
legislation,” 1S had bequn 1o invest in the stale's indusiry and lo move their mitis from the
north, the only mill in Burlinglon to be acquired by northern interests was Windsor Collon
Mills, another Holl family enterprise. The remaining mills conlinued Lo be locally run. With
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the founding of the first hostery mill, Daisy Mill, in 1896, mill establishments began o
produce knitwear as well as sheet goods and varn, and o be referred to as the "Burtinglon
mitls.” Thereafter, the destiny of Burlington began to improve in earnest.

Between 1890 and 1900, the town's population increased {108 (from 1,176 {0
3,692), 16 Doctors, lawyers, carpente; s, contractors, merchants, iradesmen, drugglsls and
clergymen flocked to Burlington in this decade, an immigration that produced a commercial
-building boom and the development of a sizable middle class, all of which required housing. |is
civic administrations were progressive for this part of the south, With the motte "Bigger,
Better Burlington,” they brought the town into the 20th century for a hatf century of sustained
growth, making Burlingten the major contributor to Morth Caroling's preeminence in cotton and
hosiery production nation-wide. Other mitls were founded, some of them specialized: Gien Raven
Mills (1904}, Sellars Hosiery Mitt (1908), Whitehead Hosiery Mitis,{ 1909}, Keystone
Finishing Mills ( 1911}, and others, By the 1920's, there were 18 hosiery and finishing milis
and seven cotlon mills in Burlinglon, and their structures and associsted mill villages dotied the
landscape. ' hot surprisingly, their organizers and officials were the lown's leading citizens in
the first four decades of the 20th century.

The biggest venlure of all was insugurated in 1924, the founding of Burlington
Mills (now Burtinglon Indusiries). The purpose of the enterprise, involving al teast one fourth
generation HoH, Eugene, was to take advantage 0{ the development of synthetic fiber. Asone
source describes it;

The rise of Burlinglon Mills. . .was liltle less than speclacuiar.
Founded in 1924 and employing only 200 workers thal year, by
1934 this company was the targest weaver of ravon fabrics in the
Unitled Stales. By 1942, it was the largest single producer of rayon
yarn in the nation and had 44 plants end 16,000 employees. During
World War H il produced more than {ifty different products for the
government; il entered the foreign field in 1944, with plants in
Cuba and Australia; and in 1971, it had 132 plants in 92 countries
and Puerio Rice, with aboul 87,000 empioyees and an annual product
of approximately $1,832,539,000.

This company pul Burlington on the world map, and, aithough the Burlinglon
Mills' company headquarters moved to Greensboro before its internalional reputation reached its
zenith, it continued 1o employ Burlinglon residents and influence its economy throughout the
century.
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Yhile the oﬂvelopment of Burlingten's Ceniral Businsss &
prosperity gener aled by the textile industry, the mi, i li building in ‘f“:-:
Hosiery Mill (Eniry 58] directiy represents this fzcet of Surlingt
Buill in the i928°s and ”’l&ctmg the stale of the zri of il consiv aol o
slands on the site of The 'Ol Brisk Warehouse,” & iels ningleepin oanry 378000 warehauss that
coudled &s an opera nouse snd skaling rink in the haydsy of the lows's ur ;a— 2 aim... the exisiing
building was pari of 5 com I;Jlex descended Trom the Daisy ”“51?-{*,“‘.'2.5 af iha ©9ih ceplury's dast
decade. 1 was Taler namss for the May family atler lwo of 118 members purinased & controiiing
interest in it in 1907

"y

- the, meries, 1

Tedgy  the May Hostery PN (Eniry Siziion
{Eniry 1) ihe second of Burlinglon's iwucemisc., 31 TR, AT pae e 1
cominercial certar of Burlinglon with which 101s binkad, Drackel s Downiwn Buriingor
Historic District and signify its nistory. Togﬂthc” raiirceding anc Laxiiies Tirm e opening and

ctosing acts of this town's Nirsl century. They continue to be nascent in ils 25ns2 of Goth ils past

and ils fulure.

The architecture of the Downtown Burlington Hisloric 2iziric” is regrasenizlive
aof lowns of its size & nd‘.:'czjtlon Beginning in the 14 the framz, singis Ty, :id_,‘.;di
seale general merchandise stores thal provided the staoiss for the rr:‘ j

managers in the ear by yvears of the town's history ws a; zaually reo! L=
threge-story brick structures, many with segrenizi brick arched fen ,
cornices, and "boar: lown” pediments on the strest Taoad €. Threa i e gl

! U
remain from the pericd 1870-90, 302 8. Main (ca. 1870, Enlry 13}, e T FLH
Slare building (1887, Eniry 44),8nd 312 S. Hﬁ"t(c : 8% Enirs 4%, 27 g
Lhis early period, esoz *"iym scale and mass, incugh azch has enduoes ohz 4es 1o U3
embellishment and celeiling over Lhe years.

The riseaf {exliles and their influzn= o
consiruction work endg wm"@rs w0 Burliaglon wscmen
adverlise himsald ‘:f uilder and Contracior” -;"f%r-‘,ra; Juind ner, AlTT
zash. . .at ]U‘z‘rb‘ nrices. 7 Geor roe ¥ AnLhony and ois oerinar, whe
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services in the 1870's, founded a lumber company and eventually bought land from the ratlread,
sold lots, and developed inexpensive housing for new residents in the 1890's while at the same
time building other buildings in the downtown. 20 png carpenter /builder, James Wesl ey Cates,
who later became mayor of Bur imgton produced building supplies as well.

Although one-story frame dwellings stood within the town's main commercial
district as late as 1898, and more substantial residences were located only a short distance
away, {he core area was almost completely commercial/industrial in nature by the turn of the
century and the blocks bounded by Davis, Spring, Front, and Worth Streels and bisected by Main
Street were approximately two-thirds developed in flat-roofed, two-story brick commercial
buildings, with storefronts of plate glass framed with wood or iron posts and shaded by
retraclable canvas awnings, the upper floors often serving as living quariers for {he store
owners. 22 On the periphery were the Hvery stables, carriage factories, blacksmith shops, and
warehouses that supported its commerce,

The final decade of the cenlury was the period of the multi-use building 1ike the
Troxier-Carack Building on Davis Street (Entry 30) that housed a funeral home, an armory,
a lodge hall and @ depar tment store. At the same time, the peried of the specialized building was
coming into vogue. A {ransitional structure built in the ast decade of the 19lh century was the
Setlars Building ( Entry 46), originally a handsome building with fine brickwork, later sided
with granite facing. i1 was sided with aluminum veneer in the latter part of the 20th century
which has unforiunalely rendered its detail unreadable.

As the town moved into the 20th century, new buildings were built for more
spectalized aclivities: eventually, the downlown featured lhree movie thealres, several florist
shops, a aumber of reslaurants, and three five and ten-cent stores. National chains arrived: J.
C. Penny's (in 1902), F. W. Woolworth's, and the Great Allantic and Pacific Tea Company, who
produced the town's the first "supermarket,” if such it could be called, in the century’s first
decade.

As the cily grew, it acquired some very stylish major additions. Among these
were the Bank of Comfaerce Building (ca. 1900, 1920's, Entry10) which fealures Classical or
Tuscan pilaslers and an entry arch suggesting the augustness of banking. Others were the
Colonial Revival post office building ( 1916, now the May Memorial Library, Entry 65) and the
fanciful Neo-Gothic Efird Building (NR, 1908, Entlry 29), built for the first regional
department store chain in lown, & {irm owned by the Efird family of Charlotle, NC with
numerous branches in the Carolinas, Georgia, and Virginia.
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Al the same time, there were disasters. In 1918, a fire almost camuleie'm
destroyed the buildings along the west 5ice of the sireel of the 300 block of S, Main, forcing the
owners to rebuild them in less fanciful ways. In fect, Lhe renovation of the Main Streel Suildings
sparked a general tendancy Lo remodel, and building Tacades were updated throughout the
district, a process thal continued {rom 1920 101945 and changes its streaiscapes from

laie- 1910 10 early- o mid-20th gentury in characier, ) %/\W

The lown's increasing disposabls income inlhe 1920's 7 )
first class were consicered, as demonstraizd by the hiring of architect "Cesfae C Hartmeznn
design the Alamance Holel (NR, 1924, Eniry 31), by a group of 29 civic-mindsd citizens. They
felt thet such a struclure (the last of four successive holels zr: Buriingicn daling from it
eartiesi vears ) would enable the lown 10 canitalize on iis 1oca onn ;d goooriuniliss in ihs midst
of the economic boom (hat was sweeping the nation snd the South, <~

Harimann was hirsd just 85 one of [is other projecis, ihs Jelferson Stanzz-c Lile
Insurance Company Building in Gresnsborc, was being compieled, T{a-naﬂ in the Beaux i
tradition, he niad come te Greensboro in |“9 {0 supervise the construclion of another B
O'Henry) for the New York archilectura! firm of William L. Sloddard. Heving moved
permanently 10 Greensboro in the '20's {6 set up a dractice that was 1o lest inlo the 196773, e
Was responsibie fer a number of commercial and residential structurss inere and throushout
region.‘f“' While il was not the most elaborate of his buildings, the modasi Alemance Holst was
aporopriste o 1920°¢ Burlinolon. 1is two-story dining room becams (hie sile of numerc2s civie
funciions and ils ballroom the focslion of enumerable leas and proms thy cugh the yesrs.

Before long, Harlmann was invoived in building Surlingon's first and ont
skyscraper, the Art Deco Atlantic Bank and Trust Building (NR, |929, ;ntry 45). The 2ank
iself, assembled from locst textile interesis, was a branch whose corporate offices wers in
Greensboro, and vehen the building was begun in 1928, 11 was expecled 16 £xceed
construction costs of $300,000. 1t became the lown's siructurai nighwatar mark; il wsas
compleisd one month before the Slock Harkel crash that ushered in tha Greal Depression and
gnded Burlinglon's boorn.

Inthe 1930°s, the Federal government gol inlo the acl a3 10 did in 0 many
cofmmuniiies and, through the agency o the Pubiic Buidings Admimisirziion, built the
red-orick, single-story Classical Reviva! and Mocerne post oilice bueliding, now Known a3 iha
Feceral utiding (NR, Entry 72). 11 was cesianisd by stalf archilect B Sianley Brown o7 103

r

Treasury Deosariment’s Division of Pubilic Buildings, and Hs consirusiion beiween 1950 2nd
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1936 was supervised by Louis Simon. A representative buiiding of its type, ils Regionalist ‘
murals are its'most significant feature. These were painted in 1940 by Kentucky artist Arthur 4>
Bairnsfather &l the invitation of the Norih Caralina Seclion of Fine Aris, Federel Works

Agency.%

Thereafler, the preference was for butlding downtown buildings on a simpler
scale, & prooess thal continued into the "30's and beyond. The Morris Plan Bank Building (ca.
1930, Enlry 69 ) from this period, with ils enirywurround of windows, and the buildings sl
445 and 439 S, Spring (Enlries 63 and 64) wilh their Ari Deco or Moderns louches cave
Bui-tinglon 1he substence and glamor of the mejor regionst cenler 1L had becoms.

After the 1940°s, new conslructicn in the downlawn became rare. Alhough o bt
of infill here and there maintained the core, and =n cocasional demolition became necsssary, the
iown entered a slable peried lasting uniil 1960°s mail-building on its ouiskiris began o take
business gway rom e oewmuwn and s buildings tsgan 1o be neglected and, svent l'ﬁh/, to
detericriate. Urbsn renewal’s "rescus’ resultp din the drzslrucuan of much af ihe Wowin's urban
l'a'“is and, in ihg early 1970's, an unwriun ;'*’c. Ligreor 1entwmmsrc~ gited in the

re=siding of butiding facades and the construciion of & asdestrisn mali with sirest cancoies and
uve.rgru.vn {oliege thel ebscured the downlown's {aosdes and character.

Lb

A wholessle siralegy Lo reverse ni r-a now begun. One facet has teen (o educale
butlding owners io the virtues inherend in their suildiags’ hislory and to encour2ge them
avore il insensitive rengvation. Another has besn oo e available as manmy cc URRMArY
pholographs as possible lo give {ownspeople & fiaver of weir heritage. Other glements of this
effort inctuce the eslablishmeni of a8 locally des g nated resigential historic dm‘ . {ha
punlication in 1987 of s comprehensive sludy | dn drehileciural History of Bor linoéon, based on
a survey of Burlinglon's resources done in 1982, and ihe suceessful placement & Buriinglon in
the Departinent of ihe Interior’'s Cerlified Loce! Gaverament program. Like their Uff@nimru,
the people of Burlingion have demonsirated their commitment {o their lown and an zdmirshie
faith inils futurs,

NOTES

- AnArchitectural History of Bur limpion, North Coraling, comn
rish (cu*nnotm Helen Watlon and P. N, Thomgson Printing Company, i c., 1987) p.

(g OO
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2. Hugh Talmage Lefler and Alberi Ray Newsome, The Hislory of & Southern Slale:
North Caraling, 3rd edition (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1973) p.

365.
3. Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the North Carolina Railroad Corapany

(Raleigh: North Carolina Reilroad Company, 1856) p. 9.

4. Durward T. Slokes, Company Shops: Ihe Town Buill by & Rarlrosd ‘
( Winston- Salem: John F. Blair, 1981) pp. 13,17,27-8.

5. /bid, p. 24,271,

6. Records of 1he North Carolina Railroad Company, NG State Archives. Contracts,
.eases, Agreements, 1852-1894, Box | 9.

7. Slokes, Compeny Shaps, ap. cit., p. 120.

8 Waller Whilaker, with Staley A. Cook and A. Howard While, Centennial History
af Alamance County< Burlington: Burlington Chamber of Commerce, n. d.) pp. 116-7.

9. Stokes, ao. e/t pp. 120.

{0, /6id, pp. 1205,

11. Julian Hughes, Development of the Textile lnduslry InAlsmence Caunily
( Burlington: Burlington Letler Shop, 1965) p. 26, 37-9, 57, 105, 142

12, b p. 57,

v
13, Leffler and Newsome, gz 71, p. 509.
1 4. Charlotle Qbserver, 3 January, 1919,p. 37,
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16. Allison Harris Black , Hialoric Architecture of Burlington, NC, Revised
Yersion, Unpublished Ms, 1987, p. 29. '
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