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:ical Desc ic·n Palmer-I<arsh House Bath North Carf.lina 

The Palmer-Marsh H0u~e, built c 1744, st~nds 0n the eastern Side 

pf Hain Street near its intersection Hith Carteret Street (State nc.ute ?2) 

in Bath 11 Nc·rth Carolinao The house is lc·cated one blc·c 1..:. above Bath Cr~e~~, 

a tributary of the Pamlico Ri~er, which was the source of Bath's prosperity 

as a commercial port during the first half of the l8th·century_ It is 

sited with its western end toward the street, front elevation facing south, 

and surrounded on the ret7laining three sides by la\·lns defined by white pic',et 

fences. 

The Palmer-Harsh House is a t·Ho-story frame and. clapbca rd buB,et 

on a brick-faced foundation above a full st~ne basement. Its attic story 

is c0vered by a gabled roof, mar~ed at the eaves by a box cornice w~th 

returns. Hindm\ls are 9/c double-hung sash 'Hith panP-led blinds.. The en-

trances, one in each of the four elevations, consist of paneled doors, slightly 

recessed, vJith simple molded st.,;rrounds~ The major exterior feature of the 

house is the doubl~ c~i~ney ~hich ris~s at its eastern en~. Laid in 

English bond, this massive structure is seventeen feet wide and four feet 

thick at its base; its two-story pent contains a small, tile-floored cl0set 

at each level, each of them lighted by a 6/3 sash wind0w. A second 

massive chimney with sloping weathering is located at the rear of the 

north~.;rest corner of the h0use. The low shed ro0m v1hich abuts this chimney 

contains the entrance to the basement kitchen and root celler, whcse stone 

walls.were constructed from ships' ballast. 

Exposed structural framing outlines the plastere-d interinr walls of 

the Palmer-i·rnrsh House (the sumr.1er beaEl measures more than SO feet 5n length).--· 

The main entrance, located at the center of the seven-bay .s0uthern facade, 

opens int0 ~ 'tJide_, flo(,r-thrc)ugh center hall which also served as a dining 

n.'C'm. A r. CCt''nd cnt ranee, at the· center of the three- b.Jy we:. tc r:n fac.:t de 
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pc.~ gc J 

Furl:hcr north cf the hc'use stnnds lhe s~~\O·<:eiwuse, a squat"e structerc cc·vered 

T:lli.th flush si.cling; its ~te~p r0cf, als0 ·pyra:nid-~hnpr:!d 11 .i.r: cov~f.cd >:·d.th 

clapboards and capped by a lo~" f~ nialo 

Cri th~ broc:Jd. la'Jn to the east of th~ Palmer-~·rarsh Enur-e (and .~nclt.i.dccl 

bu r:i.a 1 ground. 
~ 

The practice of pr;)v:i.d.:_ng a fmnily pl:·,t "en th= P 'a~·~'' ' '"'-

was long a custGm in North Car0lina, particularlY in rural areas. !hcugh 

the oldest headstone in the Pa:-niei.·-rrarsh plot dates fr0n 175~, th:: l"·ajr·r5ty 

cf the stones n:ar.!-: the graves of i·~ar.sh family r:·.et.bl?.r~. l·1ichae1 CC':..;tanch 

is also interred there. 

·. 



Phyr. i ca 1 Dc:sc r !. pt ir'n Pa lme r-Ma rsh riou!':c 

(stre.ct sid.e) g;ves ac~er,s to the single ~-!~de r:··on \·7cli.ch occup~c.s all 

of tho:! first floor t..; the left of the 1-:.all Th i.~ rc::rr v:vas ur.ecl as a tore 

by the f ~.rst o'"7ncr of thP- h~ur:c Nichael Coutanch, and later as a parlor; 

according to l0cal tradition, it also served as a council rnom on th0se 

occasions when North Carolina's colonial a8sembly convened in Dath. T, . ... 

the right of the hall are t'l;·7c. ettual-sized. rooms, a s."tting room, a}~o '~:nc"r~vn 

as the "ladies parlor", .:lnd Cc·l. Palm~r's study,.'::-!1:_ch has a S~?arate 

entrance on the eastern end of the house. 

A q'.artcr-turn stain~ay rises from the ~ear cf the center hall; its 
l-n. n d ,. a • } 
~and balusters are con.c:tructed frc·m four native ":·:~·OGs--cedar, 

cypress, plne, end p~plar. rn the seccnd flqor ~f the hcuse are ftve bed-

rorms: two on the eastern side ·Which dupl:cate the plan rf the s~tting 

room and study belo~; two s~aller rGcres on the frcnt side 0f the hcuse~ 

and a spacious master bedro8m wh~c~· cccur~es the ~0stern end of the flo0r 

above the store/parl~:r. The stain::._ay ccnt5.nues· t'J th'= att:::.c ~to·cy, t·:rh·.;ci: 

contains three srr:all char.bers, probably used as servants' qv.arters. 

The Pa lmer-1-!a rsh Eo use ~\·as ''mf·de rnized" 5~·r:1'2~·7'!-la t dur-:_ng the lS t h century; 

however, elements dating frc.m that period i·lere re::c.•;ed .in the restoratic.n 

of the house carried out in 1~60-62. The ~ajor pcrtion cf the fabric ~f 

Cnly a fc.~·.• of the current itcr.~s c·f furniture, _nc·st: ~f then~ srl;all pieces, 

are h5stClrically asr~ciated ..,, th the ?alr.-:~r-~:a.rsh rkuse but all arc ap~P-0-

pr.i.a: e to a bui 1.d .i.ng C'f : ts pcricd and pretenr. · 2n. 

A n~.:1p of :Cath dra~;n by ClL1udc Joseph Sa· t~li.er in 1769 ~ .. ndicates that 

had f.QVC-:-al (1 Ut'bu~ldings, includ~ng .3 oa:-n, d.::ti_-ry, \·:-ell hcuse and sn~c''·~Ch:'USe. 

, ·.,) : l - r: • I ., ~ r . f1 . l 1 : .! . l 1 ~ . ' t / / / ' n 1 t c: 
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Carolina's n1.dest extant h~·ure~ and an ~xccllent and ~v~J.1-pn::~st:!rvcd e:xat,~le 

coiT~ri~C~c.".al purposcr:. Signifi.cant featuT0.S of the t\·.•c-~t01:y fra~r.e e111d. 

clapbnard bu;lding are the large f~r~t flo~r room whi~h spans its wc~tern 

end (u~cd as a slcreJ a parl0r, an~ p~~siLly as a ccuncil rn~m) and t~c 

"modern.i.zed" scmeHhat during the l?th c2ntury, t~v~ house ivas .c:Jr:~plet~ly 

re~tored in 1~<50-62; th-= r.~aj0r port.ic:.1 e:f its fabr.;_c i.s r•rig:i.nal. N0-:-7 

owned by th·~ North Carolina Divis:i.r.n of Archi.ves and Hirt~~,:-y, I::L~:tcr;_c S::i.tc~ 

Section~ the Palm2r-~~rsh House is 0pen to the public throughout the ye~r. 

His t orica 1 Dac · ·g rcund 

The Palrr:er-i'Iarsh Eouse 'tvas erected c. 1744, dt.:.ring the prcDper-:-us ~ra 

when the tcwn of Bath was the center of governnent and chief port for 

North Carolina. Its fi.rst or;·mer :·;aa rfichael Coutanch, a French r:-,erchant 

who had moved to~Bath fre>m Boston. Coutanch served as a commissicner for 

Bath and toJa:S elected the toHn's representative to rkrth Carolina's CC'lonial 

assembly. 

SC"·mC t-v:enty year~ after -l_t ~vas ccnsti-ucted, the hou!=>(! HaG ac~.:ired by 

~obcrt Palr.1cr, :::~e;., ~~~he v:as Bath's l~ading c5tieen unt:.l he m~ved.to 

~~e~.,r Bern in 1771. A nati.ve c-.f Scc.,tland, :?a'!.mcr had come to l·~c:rth Ca-:-t··lina 
arpoint;ng 

and Bath in ~7.5Jt!ith a Warrant frcr:1 tlv~ !:ingtlw11· :g hin Survey(Jr-Gencral 

'' [ the "'~~-,J a c, ''·'' ls~ Ln nau i.ng iL'-" 

In 176!~ Palmer '~·as appointed a me£71.bcr of the colc.ny's nc·yal Cr·unc :1. He 

lc'(lk part .;n lhc Chcn.'-cc 0urvcy C"f 1767 and served a~ ad~utant-gcncral rn 



Steltcro~cnt of Signi.f:icanc~, PaJmcr-t·ral-sh Hou!1e 2 
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the outbrca!~ of th:::! f!.evr-.lutionary Har, lt~a.ving h:i.s Arr',crican h~ldlngs to 

his s;-n Hilliarr., ~'."hD retained the Eath h:-,une until 17~6. 

In 1~02 the Jj': une Has purchafled by broth~rs Jonathan and Dani.el Gc·~ld 

Harsh, ~h:~po-.:·7ncrs and r.:2rchunts from Providence, f'.hnde Island.. The Barsh 

19th ccntu~r. Du;·ing l~G0-62, tiv~ hcuse 1:as restored by t!1e l!i.~t~.:-ic Bath 

Commi.ssf0n in caoperatic.n ~li.th the Bzaufcrt Rist~ric S0c·~ety and the T!is-

tor:tc Sites Section of th~ North ca·cc-~lina Div::.sir:n af Archives and Hist::ry. 

Since ¢ 1S'63 the Palr~;.;r-!larsh H(;use has been or·rn~cf by the Stat~ ~r :!;:rt!.1 

Carolina; it.is cpen to the public throughout the ye~r,? avr.<. to 5 ~.n .. 

Tuesday through Saturday, 1 to 5 p.r.. Sunday. A visitc·r's center, lc>cated 

east of the l.,alr:1~r-?·:arsh Ecu:-:-':! rn Carteret Street, serves th:;_~ and other 

hist0ric prcperti~s ;n Bath. 

·-··.~-~---



Palmer-lv1arsh House, Bath, Notth Carolina 

Item 10. 
Geographical Data, Verbal Boundary Description (continued) 

Vis~tor's Center); thence, southerly along a direct line to the northeast 
corner of a residential property fronting on Main Street (next south of 
the Palmer-Marsh House); thence, westerly along ~.~c northern line of' said 
residential property to the ~astern curbline of Main Street; thence, northerly 
along said eastern curbline to the point of beginning. 

Note: the small frame and clapboard structure located at the southeast 
corner of Main and Carteret Streets is included in these boundaries for 
conven1ence in efinition ou j.e;. e',c.J,l'Oti'C from the ba~~k des;igna+io:n 
~ the Palmer-Marsh House; built during the late 19th century as a black­
smith shop, that structure no\v serves as combined exhibit/storage space 
f'or the nearby Visitor's Center. 
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Boundaries of the National Historic Land..rP..ark designation for the Palmer-Marsh 
House ( sho";'i'Tl in red on the "aitaen~·tfJBath survey map) are defined as follows: 
beginning at the intersection of the eastern curbline of Main Street c.nd the 
southern curbline of Carteret Street (State Route 92); thenceJ easterly alon5 
said southern curbline, 275 feet more or less, to a point (the western edge of 
the property occupied by the Korth Carolina Division of 'Archives and History ( cont '·~·-. · 
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