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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Thomas Lpiscopal Church is o siople brick building in FMlemish bond

with glased headers, measuring appro ately thirty by fifty-two fect. It
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The gables of the ecast and west ends have becn rebuilt. The wstern ena
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features the main doorway suvmounbed by a simple Jack arch. Above this 1s
an odd segmental band of moulded brick. The original purpose of this

band 1s unknown; 1t may have framed a Luanctte or formed a part ol a

primitive pediment lilke the triangular one on St. Luke's Church, Smithfield,
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Virginia. There are two small rectangular windows in the gable.
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The north and south sides are cach four bays long. ALl bays are marked
by large rectangular windows excepl the third bay from the west on the
soubth side which is a door. [he cast
viindow on either side of the alter. The interior arrangement is probably
. P

original though most of the fabidic is not. There is a very narrow gallery

ched by a stalr in the northwest corner.
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over bthe west entrance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Thomas Yerish was formed by the first Vestry Act of 1701, butb
was slow to take physical shape. In 1705 when the Town of Bath was

incorporated, the act Cul*@o for Juip$o“g of Land to be laid oul and
presevved fov a unarcaj and Lupbher 'thalt a church for the Parish of

Ot. Thomas shall be bullt. Reverend Williazm Gordon visited the srea

in 1709 wnoting, "Here is no church, though they have i
a town called Bath. It consiuta oi about twelve houses, belng the
i .

town in the whole proviance By 1711, Anglican services were being
held at "one Majour Gglﬁf” . a0 whose house the peonle met cach

and & Gsermon, they haviag no minister.

Finaliy in 1734 the kcvercﬂ
5.P.G. that "We are now bullding at our proper Cost a Small Churc
(o sing the only one in the whole province)." But, ab the same tine he
noted, "Our sbilitics will be for short of completing and adorning
the same., . . " Through an crror, construction was begun, nob on the
lot aliocated Lo the church, bub ¢n the middie of Craven Strect,
adjoining the church property.

By 1739 the building was apparently near complebion iVL svangelist
Geaibe Wnitefield preached ©o “@u C“u dOTd ATy COngre
at church." In 1762 Reverond r Stewart wrote from Bath thatb
the "Parishloners have . o . chclr Church in the best manncy
Lhey arc cblo. . , .1
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Afbor the Revoluidlonar bure Leld dnto a guabo ol dloro
and many exherdor and iaverior aliercilons wepre made.

Noe, who worked wwinuously to preserve and maintain the church as o
historically u¢bairic; LoSTructure.

The St Thomao Parish Church romains as the earlicst eibant chicch
buwidt an Noeth Carolina, and has beon usod CUHbLhuuduLJ {or over 200

"

yooars Fopr poliplous ¢ “*v¢cou. The bullding and its sebbing are among
the most picturesque aspects of North Carolina's oldest uown.

sunday, where a young genbleman, a lawyer, was appointed to read preyors

i John Garzia weobe to the Seeretary of th

The church in,ro sonl yeara came under the direction of Reverend A.C.D.
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As
tional Hisloric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public l.aw

the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

89-665), I hereby nominale this property for inciusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significanee of lthis nomination is:
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Nationat Register,
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