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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Bzllavus 1s an imposing plantation house set on a hill with a commandirie
view of the valley on three sidss. The house is of brick, laid predominancly

in Flemish bond, and rests on a stone foundation. The main block is two
stories high and six bays wide, and an original one-story wing to the east
set flush with the main block is three wids bays long. Surmouated by hand-
soms flat arches, the windows have molded architraves, molded sills, and
contain nine-over-nine sash at the first level and nine-over-six at the
second. At the basement level flat-arched openings contain grilles with
diagonally placed vertical bars. A one-story porch (a replacement) with
paired posts at the corners shelters the entrances in the two central bays
of the main block. A sgimple balustrads encloses the roof of the porch,
serving a gallery door in the west central bay. The doors at both levels
have gix flat panels; those at the first level have four-light transoms.
Beneath the eaves of the gable roof of the main block is a brick corbsl
cornica. A single-shoulder exterior end chimney occurs at ths west gable
end of the main block and is flanked by attic windows with four-over-{four
sash. The east gable end of the main block has two interior end chimneys
flanking a central attic window. The wing, originally half the depth of thg
main block, has an exterior double-shoulder chimney. The wing has baen
enlarced to the rear with brick and frame additions which more than doubla
its size. The rear of the main block is five bays wide, with two bays in

the east half, and three bays in the west. A recessed porch is engaged under

the main roof in the thres westernmost bays. Originally a two-tier porch,
serving an entrance in the third bay from the west at each level, the porch
is now a full two storiss high. ’

, The interior of the main block of the house follows a Quaker-style
plan with one large room to the west and twn to ths east. An enclosad
stalr risss along the west side of the central partition wall and is enteraed
through doors at the rear of the east and west rooms. The second floor
follows roughly ths sama plan as the first. A hall to the sast of the
stair opening, leads to ons large room to the west; two rooms to the east;
and a small room at the nocrth end of the hall.

The well-executed interior trim is of the Fsderal pariod. In all cf
the major rooms on both floors molded architraves, chair rails, and cornice
occur. Doors hava six flat panels. Much of the hardware is original. Thel
first-floor west room has a flat-paneled wainscot, corner blocks on the
aschitraves, and a handsoms thress-part mantel composed of paired recdad
engaged colonnettes and a moldad shelf which carries around the friesge
blocks. The cantral tablst of the mantsl is ornamented with a sunburst
carved in relief and quarter sunbursts at the cornsrs. This pattern is
repsated on the end Llocks. A simpler version of this mantel occurs in
t room. Sinzle engaged colonnattes support the three-part
frieze blocks and rosettas
he wantel in the cast rea:
flcor of thea houvse, i3 com-
3 o

9]
n t-paneled frisze,

T

, gazlures applied sunbursts on th
o ths two intervening faces ol the friezs.
raom, Similar to those in the wing and second .
vosed of an architrave surrounding the fire opan
and a moldad shelf.
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The wing has two unconnecting rooms which opsned to the rear, or
exterior, before it was enclosed with additions which now serve as kitchsn
and service areas. The east room of the wing has been connscted by a door
to the west front room of the main block.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bellevue is an important member of the Catawba Valley group of Fedsrall
period brick houses, distinguished by its excellent brickwork, interasting

variation of the Quaiker plan, and unusual full-height rear porch. It is
of local historical significance because of its long association by the
Brwin family, who settled the arsa.

-

Bellevue was completed in 1826 by James Erwin (1775-18L8) on property
his father, Alexander Erwin (1750-182);) had conveyed to him. Alexandar
Erwin was a "partizan soldier" in ths American Revolution and was ons of
the commissionsrs who laid off the town of Morganton. Jamss Erwin called
his home "Erwin's Delight," but his son, Colonsl Joseph J. Brwin (1811-
1879), charged the name to "Bellevue," by which it is still known boday.
Joseph, a kinsman and longtime friend of Governor Zebulon B. Vancse, '"was a
fine model of the old-time Southern gentleman, appearing best in his own
home, which he made the seat of refinement and a Christian Courtesy." He
served as clerk of the superior court for many years and subsequently at
differsnt times in the general assembly. Governor Graham designated him
during his term as one of his aides; his rank as colonel came from this
appointment. One of his sons, William Allen Erwin, compelled at an sarly
age because of the Civil War to work away from home, wenton®become one of
the state's leading textile magnates. Another son, Joseph Ernest Erwin
(1867-195)), bought Bellevue from ths heirs of%his father's estate. He
and his wife, who was the daughter of Chief Justice Walter Clark, resided
at Bellevue for many years. Their son, W. Clark Erwin, currently owis
Bellevue. :

In the Farly Architecture of North Carolina, Thomas Waterman cited
several ieatures thet give Bellevue considerable architectural importance.
Particularly interesiing is its place in the development of the Qual-r
plan, with the use ci a two-story loggia or porch to the rear of ths great
room. Waterman cited Prospect Hill (destroyed) as the prime exampls, wit
Bellevne zrd Pleasant Vallsy of Burke County the only other known uszs of
this featurs. He alio notes ths twin entrarces of Bellevus as indicativ
of the Ifrerch influc.ce seen in the Catawba Vallay housss--1uipriver
Santee Fiver in Hugi-not-ssttled South Carolina. These unusual Taa

e

as Waterman remarkec, are complemenisd by th= fine briclarork, whi
"elean-cut quality" that is "singularly sati=zfactory."
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