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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 
Bell.3iTL1'3 is .~n imposing plantation house set on a hill T,ITith a commar.dir1g 

~;;G ;l~~i:~e b~~~~e ~n~nr:~: e 0~i~8 ~ ton~h;o~~~~~i ~~ 0 {T~~i~:in l~i~c~I'~~o~!~an G1
1ly 

stories high and six bays '(;\Tide, and an original one-story vving to the east 
set flush with the main block is three wide bays long Surmounted by hand-
some flat arches, the windmfs have molded architraves, molded sills, and 
contain nine-over-nine sash at the first level and nine-over-six at the 
second. At the bEl-Sement level flat-arched openings contain grilles l;\Tith 
diagonally placed vertical bars. A one-story porch (a replacement) with 
paired posts at the corners shelters the entrances in the two central bays 
of the main block A simple balustrade encloses the roof of the porch) 
serving a gallery door in the vlTest central bay0 The doors at both Ie vels 
ha,ve six flat panels; those at the first level have four-light transoms 
Beneath the eaves of the gable roof of the main block is a brick corbel 
cornice. A single -shoulder exterior end chimney occurs at the 'livest gable 

" 

end of the main block and is flanked by attic '(;\rindoT~Js 1ivith four-over-four 
sash. The east gable end of the main block has two interior end chimneys 

L 

flanking a central attic ~Tindmv The wing, originally half the depth of th 
main block, has an exterior double -shoulder chimneye The has be en 
enlarged to the rear l;\ri th brick and fr'ame additions which more than double 
its· si ze m The re al' of the main block is fi va bays 1ivide J li,yi th t~\TO bays in 
the ea8G half, and three bays in the~T8st A recessed porch j_s engaged und(~r 
the main roof in the three westernmost bays. Originally a h;ro-tier porch I 
seI'\ring an entrance in the thiY'd bay from the I;\Jest at each level., the pOTch 
is now a full hvo stories high 

The interior of the main block of the house follmis a Quaker-style 
plan 11'd th one larGe room to the we st and tWI) to the east An enclosed 
stair rises along the west side of the central partition 1;\Ja11 and is enT)3re" 
through doors at the rear of the east and west rooms The second floor 
i\Jllm'Ts roughly the S,:j,me plan as the first. fA hall to the e<3.st of the 
s Gair opening, leads to ons large I'oom to the west; ThTO rooms to the eas 
and a small room at the north end of the hall. 

~L'he well-executed interior trim is of the Federal period In :}ll of' 
tIl? major rooms on both floors molded archi traves, chair rails:, and corni.c8.:J 
O(:,cur. Doors have six flat panels. Much of the ha.rd'\,\J:3x8 is original The 
first-floor we st room has a flat-paneled ljvainscot J cornel" blocks on the 
cLcchitrav8s, and a handsome three-part mantel composed of paired re ded 
E:rl:;aged cololIDe ttes and a molcl'3d shelf l;\Thich ct:lrries arou.nd the frieze 
blocks 4> The central table t of the mantal is ornamented ~\Ti th a sunbttrst 
carved in relief and quarter sunbursts at the corners ~ Th:i.s pattern is 
T"c:peab3d on the end 'blocks. fA simpler version of this mantel OCC'lU'S in 
t, e8.st front r':'om. Sin.:;le colonnettes the tltree'-part 
i'r'iez9 lVvhich fee' ~,nres applied sunbursts on th3 frieze llloc~~s and rO,58tt..:::] 
(J,) th:'1 hvo inr,er'JCJ fa.t:::es 0" the frieze The [,lant,:-~l iTl east rectL 

'-'0171) sind lar to tho;:;e in the and second floc):;.~ o~· tl':,'j hou,;e, is CO:iL-

P)~38d, of cLl1 arch t tra'T8 surrouTlI:iing the ·fire opening" f12. fri zt}:J 
a~d a molded shelf 
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The "Hing has two unconne cting roomS ~Thich opened to the rear, or 
exterior, before it ~vas enclosed with additions ~'Thich not-T serve as kitchen 
and service areas. The east room of the wing has been connected by a door 
to the we st front room of the main block. 
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GP 0 ,,:' ? c', 



u 
::> 

lIJ 

W 
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Belle vue is an important member of the CataTpTba Valley group of FederaJ 
period brick houses, distinguished by its excellent briclavork, intep?sting 
variation of the Quaker plan; and unusual full-height rear porch It is 
of local historical significance because of its long association by the 
ErTpTin family, 111Tho settled the area@ 

Belle,nle was completed in 1826 by James Erwin (1775-18L~8) on propert:y I 
his father, Alexander Erwin (1750-1824) had conveyed to him Alexanc>3r 
Ervvin v\Tas a Ifpartizan soldier" in the American .Re.volution and l;ITas ODe of 
the COITl.illissioners who laid off the town of rvIorganton James ErTrTin called 
his home "Erl;vin I s Delight, II but his son, Colonel Joseph J Erwin (lell~ 
1879)) d the name to IIBellevue, II by IrJhich it is still known 
Joseph, a kinsman and longtime friend of Governor Zebulon B ,_ Vance, 111,'la3 a 
fine model of the old-t.ime Southern gentleman, appearing bast, in his m,Tn 
home, TpThich he made the sec:d) of refinement and a Christian Courte sy > f! He 
served as clerk of tha superior court for mdny years and subsequently at. 
different times in the general assembly. Governor Graham designated him 
during his t.erm as o,'1e of his aides; his ranl~ as colonel came from this 
appointment One of his sons, William Allen Erl;rrn, compelled at an ~3arly 
age because of the Civil War to work aT"Tay from home, v-Tent on-t;:, become one of 
the state's leading textile magnates. Anotb.er.son, Joseph Ernest ErlilTin 
(1867-1954) bought Bellevue from the heirs ofihis father's estate He 
and his v-Tife, l;vho l;lTas the daughter of Chief tIus'tice ldalter Clark, residerl 
at BellevuG for many years. Their son_, IlL Clark Envin, currently OT'!~lS 
BelleVlJ.e 

In fl:he Early A~'::-;hi t.ec t,ure of North Carolina, Thomas Waterman cited 
several l.eab~r8S th,e:. give Bellevue considerable architectural 
PaTticularl~r intere is its place in thG development of the r 
plan, wi th the use cf a h\fo-story loggia or porch to the l'8dr of thd g.r'sat 
room. \!\Taterrnan citdel Prospect Hill (d8stro;V"Bd) as the prime example J l,rich 
Be lIe VT:e Pl'Jasar~ L Valley of Burke CCllmt,: the only l(nUinl 1.1:':; S Of 

this fO(,1tL1T'J. He aJ:o notes th"3 t1i·.j:l.n entrar'C8s of Belle\.n~8 as :Lndic:ti 
of the rrel-,dl influ" :ce sei:3n in tr-;.C:) Ccrt::L\iba hou,s·3s-··11.pri \fer '~"om the 
Santee Fj_VfJI' in HUgl:110t-S'3 ttlecl S011th C::u"O}_incL r118Se unl:'::mal fea! 
as Haterman remarket', are complemented hy t~ fj_ne briclo1TO!'.k, ~'TJlich (-leiS n 
"clean·-cut crl.la~ityrr -Lhat is "singularly sat<JfactorYofl 

l_~ __ ~_~_~ ___ ~ 



search by Charles Greer Suttlemyre, Jr., survey specialist; architectural 
de.:')cription by Bruce MacDougal) Head) Research and Restoration 

-' SC1frlUel A J ed Biographical History of North Carolina from Colonial 
Times to the Present. Greensboro., North Carolina Charles L Van 
Noppen) 1907 

CJL::.nty Relcords) County Courthouse;) ~Jlorgant,on) North Carolina, 
Office of the Register of Deeds (Subgroups: Deeds, "V1Jills) 

County' Records) Division of Archives and History, Raleigh) North 
Carolina (Subgroups: . Deeds and 1AJills) • 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE 

RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRooERTY DE FIN IN G TI-1 <.:. L 1::.." T~R POIN I 0 F A ?HOPER TY 

_~.F~~S TH~~2...~~ ____ -__ 

LATITUDE 
~----4----------------~----

LONGI TUDE LATITUDE LOI'-lGITUDE 

E 

E 

sw 

Degrees Minutes 

35 0 47 ' 
35 0 47' 
35 0 46' 
.~ CQ 

Seconds 

23 " 
23 " 
28 " 

Degre~s Minutes Seconds 

81 0 43' 03" 
81 0 42' 03" 
81 0 42' 03" 

Degrees 

o 
Minutes Seconds 

I. 

Degrees 

o 
Minutes Seconds 

AP P RO XI MATE A C REA G E 0 F N aMI N A T ED PROP E R TY: .----'~~~alJC~r;U;;8UsL ___________ ~~---------! 
IL 1ST ALL ST A T ES -;-N 0 CO UN TI ES ~OR P ROPERTI ES 00 ER LAP PIN G STA TE OR COUN TY BOUNDARI ES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE 

I ______________________________ ~----~-------------------

1-- CODE COUNTY: 

"'TATf:::: CODE COUNTY: 

CODE COUI'.ITY: 

SUI'vey and Plann; ng Uni t. 
ORGAI'-ll ZATION 

Dlv~slon of Archives and.-DHJl~s~t~lo~<r~~~r------------------~-----------
STREET ,o\ND NUtvIBER: 

109 East Jones ~rCSeiiA:LltL~ ________ ~I--=_------------------1~~~ 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

As the d(~s ignated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

bCln:)1 Historic Preservation Act of lq66 (Public Law 

8(1-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

ill the N~,tional Register and certify that it has been 

"",vClluatt<i acc<xding to the c-iteria and procec.lIJ res set 

fo,Lh by the N[ltional Park SerVlce. The recomr.lended 

level uf significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 St8te ZJ Local 0 

',<::;-T 
~',.'1 me _y .---{~:!-::::l--f-Y- /.~ 

.tl .. G Jones! 
(; 

Tit le :.hF{'8 c tor.. Hi vi 3iQIL..QL.Ar~l-ri.ll8..$-~ 
c-;l~d History 

- '( Sentembar 1973 
-------" -----~----

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

N,-' ti.ona 1 I-<egister. 

Director, Office of ArcheolOilY and Hi8toriG Pres8rvation 

ATTEST: 

Keepel' of ThE; Nnti·mal R.,_ ::ister 

-----,----~--
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