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17 DESCRiPTIO 

o Excellent o Good o Fair 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

o Altered [ZJ Unaltered 

One) 

o DeTerioroted 

I 
DEseRI BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

o Ruins o Unexposed 

(Check One) 

o Moved t£;J Or:sinc! Site 

Creekside, a singularly monumental example of the early Greek Revival 
influence in western North Carolina, is a two-story brick mansion Hith a 
gable roof, a pair of interior chimneys at the ridge, and a heroic tetra- I 
style portico. The brickwo~k is quite -,unu~ual in that th:re~ ,difi'eren~" . 
bonds are employed. The maln (north) 1acaae and the east SlQe are lald ln 1 
mochanical bond, the rear is in one-to-six common bond, ~nd the Hest side is 
in Flemish bond. Emphasizing the massiveBss of the house are the heavy bric~ 
pilasters and the front portico. The pilasters, each TtTith a molded Hoode:.:1 
c ap·i tal , occur between the bays on three sides of the house and 2.t all four i 

corners. On the roar the bays are separated by simple pilaster strips T.'Ti th­
out caps. The tetrastyle pedimented portico covers the three central bays 
of the five-bay front facade and features· heavy stuccoed brick Doric columns. 
The only adornment on the entablature"is a range of applied rectangular 
wooden blocks on the frieze, each featuring a leaf design on its face. The 
tympanum, covered with flush siding, contains a central lunette filled Hi th 
tracery and framed by a heavy molded architrave with keystone. Below the 
lunette is a curious horizontal wooden plate incised with a foliate design. 

The entablature of the portico is repeated on the main block and origi­
nally carried around the pedimented ends and the rear of the house. The rm-r 
of blocks on the frieze occurs only around the sides; the rear frieze is 
plain. A stonn destroyed the cornice on the east and west ends, and it TrTas 
never replaced, but the frieze remains intact. 
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The size of the TtTindows is consistent wi th the large scale of the buildingn 

Those at the first level are floor length and contain tTtTel ve -over-bvel ve sas~; -i 
those at the second also have tloJelve-over-t1jvelve sash but are slightly smaller," 

The ce n tr al en tra nee, al though fairly large, "appe ar s smaller s 8 t in the r 0 

context of the massive facade. Although framed by a hea~J molded architrave I Z 
with roundel cornerblocks, the narrow paneled leaves of the double door and ~ 

the finely leaded fanlight and sidelights recall the more delicate scale and I 
style of ornament characteristic of the Federal period. The sidelights have I 
splayed diamond panes, and the fanlight features a tiny keystone, reeded I 
reveals and small circular panes around its perimeter. The lightness of 
composition is repeatod, although somewhat less convincingly, in the second I 
story triple window above the entrance. Tne central section has large twa 1 ve~ 
over-twelve sash, in contrast to the small splayed diamond panes of the 
flanking windows. 

The house has a center-passage plan .:t~vo rooms deep. The main hall con tinlle s 
the compatible combination of delicate Federal motifs within an essentially I 
Greek Revival setting. Host of the hall ~~·':ftY9ically massive Greek Rev-i val I 

design with heavy chair rails, wide doorvrays vrith cornerblocks and roundels, 
and paneled doors adorned l.Jith Greek key designs. The stair1fTay, Ivhich rises 
from the rear of the hall in t"tl0 flights, is just as characteristically 
iFederal, with slim balusters square in sec~lon, a rounded handrail, a slender 
Irounded newel, and delicate vernacular curvilinear foliate brackets beneath 
leaCh tread. 
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UNITED STAT D P;\RT,\'JEHT OF I-i 1;'1 i~IO,~< 

NAT I 0 i'l A P A i~ 1< S ~=: F< V Ie::.: 

'All the rooms on both floors are finished like the ) the paTloTs 
being distinguished by their fine The mantel in the nOTtheast pa_rlor 
features a Greek key design across the frieze Hhich is supported by fluted 
Doric colonettes. Here the mantel is flanked by l'oeil 
painted to resemble round-headed niches containing statues on pe 
mantel in the northwest parlor, although different) is also 
Revival with a plain center tablet and Greek key end blocks supported by -vIide 
fluted pilaster strips. 
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for his fiancee) Elizabeth A. MU11Jhy) in 11336 mOX'Tied in -1837:; 
and the house was corrJiJleted shortly thereafter. built near' 
the site of an earlier house belongtng to the Greenlees, member's of a 
family that held extensive land grants in vlT8 stern North Carolina in the 
eighteenth century. Records of Burke County were destroyed in 1865 T>Jhen 
Union General George stoneman passed through lVIorganton, thus exact 
deed research difficult. 

Thomas George Walton) great nephew of George vvalton, T\Tho the 
Declaration of Independence) is said to have tal~en many of the ideas 
incorporated into this house from buildings he had seen in ~>Jbile 

traveling and visiting there vIal ton tradition has it that the 
house Was designed by Thomas G. vJalton himself. 
farmer whose farnily had been locally prominent and associated 
business ventures for many years. He repre Burke Coun 
of Commons in 1850. _ When the Civil VJar be£8J1 5 he "L>Jas ele cted colonel in 
charge of his county's reserves and served tile 'l'ic'.r, he 
was fifty ye ars old by the time it ended. Following the T\Tar 
on the board of directors for the state for the Insane) both in 
Raleigh and Morganton. When Walton died in 1905 his extensi va 
divided among his several children and Creekside fell to his son) Herbert 
Huske Walton, who survive d until 1949. The house is 01;0'11e d by 
his daughter, Louise Walton Boggs George . Fred George). 

Creekside) one of the lar ge st house s OI l ts age in the 
of North Carolina) has been described by Thomas T. \'I[atermarl 
monurnental mansion of the Piedmont. II From the 
Creekside was built in 1836, the major houses built in the 
of Burke County were of Foderal de Creekside maTks a 
the trends then current in its locality and must be vievmd 
classic proportions and impressive scale mttk:e it truly 

I'm s te rn D 2rt 
ccs lithe most 

until 
Catal>Jba 

from 
as a house who 



Burke County Records, B"ul."'ke C01mty CoUY'thouo8) 
Office of the r of Dee ( 

Burke County Records, 
North Carolina. 

state 
(Subgroups: 

Camp, Cordelia. Sketches of Burke 
News Herald, 

of Archive s and I-lis-~G:~ y) 
vhlls) . 

) North 

Degrees t/\inule5 Seconds 

NW 
NE 

STATE: 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: 

44" 07'" 81° 31 

CO 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CO L 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

NAME AND TITLE: 

State De- artment of Archives and 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

10 East Jones Street 
CITY:OR TOWN: 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

ti~nal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89~665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the N a tiona 1 Re;;;is tef and certify that it ha s been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedu res set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this normnation is: 

National o 

Name __________ ~ ________ ~,~-----------------------

Title D-i rector, State Department of 
Archives and History 

I hereby certify that this p;:op'erty is in'cluded in [he 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of ilrcheolot;y anel l'listotic PresctvaUon 

Date 

ATTEST: 
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Waterman, Thomas To) and Johnston) Frances B. T.c'_8 Early Architec-care of 
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Creekside 
Intersection of US 70 and 70 A, west of Morganton 
Morganton, North Carolina 

Burke County Map, State Highway Commission 
Scale: 3/8" 1 mile 
July 1, 1971 

Latitude 
degrees minutes seconds 

y)o 44' 07 11 

Longitude 
degrees minutes seconds 

81 0 42' 31" 
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Creekside Intersection of US 70 and 70A, west of Morgantor, 
Morganton, North Carolina 

Burke County Map, State Highway CommiSS
lon 

Scale: 111 /1 mile 
July 1, 1971 

Latitude 
degreeS minutes seconds 

350 44' 07
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Longitude 
degreeS minutes secoL~8 

810 421 ~:";;' 
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