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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Creckside, a singularly monumental example of the early Creek Revival
influence in western North Carolina, is a two-story brick mansion with a
gable roof, a pair of interior chimneys at the ridge, and a heroic tetra-
style portico. The brickwork is quite unusual in that three diiferent
bonds are employed. The main (north) facade and the east side are laid in
mechanical bond, the rear is in one-to-six common bond, and the west side is
in Flemish bond. Emphasizing the massiveess of the houses are the heavy brick
pilasters and the front portico. The pilasters, each with a molded wooden
capital, cccur between the bays on three sides of the house and et all four
corners. On the rear the bays are separated by simple pilaster sirios wWith-
out caps. The tetrastyle pedimented portico covers the three central bays
of the five-bay front facade and features heavy stuccoed brick Doric columns.
The only adornment on the entablature is a range of applied rectangular
wooden blocks on the frieze, each featuring a leaf design on its face. The
tympanum, covered with flush siding, contains a central lunette filled with
tracery and framed by a heavy molded architrave with keystone. Below the
lunette is a curious horizontal wooden plate incised with a foliate design.

The entablature of the portico is repeated on the mein block and origi-
nally carried around the pedimented ends and the rear oI the house. The row
of blocks on the frieze occurs only around the sides; the rear frieze is
plain. A storm destroyed the cornice on the east and west ends, and it was
never replaced, but the frieze remains intact.

The size of the windows is consistent with the large scale of the building

Those at the first level are floor length and contain twelve-over-twelve sash;
those at the second also have twelve-over-twelve sash but are slightly smalle

B

The central entrmnce, although fairly large, appears smaller set in the
context of the massive facade. Although framed by a heavy molded architrave
with roundel cornerblocks, the narrow paneled leaves of the double door and
the finely leaded fanlight and sidelights recall the more delicate scale and
style of ornament characteristic of the Federal period. The sidelights have
splayed diamond panes, and the fanlight features a tiny keystone, reeded
reveals and small circular panes around its perimeter. The lightness of
composition is repeated, although somewhat less convincinzly, in the second
story triple window above the entrance. The central section has large twelver
over-twelve sash, in contrast to the small splayed diamond panes of the
flanking windows.
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The house has a center-passage plan two rooms deep. The main hall continues

the compatible combination of delicate Federal motifs within an essentially
Greek Revival setting. Most of the hall isftyoically massive Greek Revival
design with heavy chair rails, wide doorways with cornerblocks and roundels,
and paneled doors adorned with Greek key designs. The stalrway, which rises
from the rear of the hall in two flights, is Jjust as characteristically
Federal, with slim balusters square in section, a rounded handrail, a slendsr
rounded newel, and delicate vernacular curvilinear foliate brackets beneath

gach tread.
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"A11 the rooms on both floors are finished like the hall, the parlors
being distinguished by their fine mantes. The mantel in the northeast pa:
features a Greek key design across the frieze, which is supported by flute
Doric colonettes. Here the mantel is flanked by superb trompe 1'oeil panels
painted to resemble round-headed niches containing statues on pedestals. The
mantel in the northwest parlor, although different, is also typically Greek
Revival with a plain center tablet and Greek key end blocks supported by wide

fluted pilaster strips.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Thomas George Walton is thought to have begun building Creekside
for his fiancee, Elizabeth A. Murphy, in 1836. They were morried in
and the house was completed shortly thereafter. C(Creekside was bullt near
the site of an earlier house belonging to the CGreenlees, members of a
family that held extensive land grents in western North Carolina in the
eighteenth century. Records of Burke County were destroyed in 1865 when
Union General George Stoneman passed through Morganton, thus making exact
deed research difficult.

Thomas George Walton, great nephew of George Walton, who signed the
Declaration of Independence, is said to have taken many of the design ilde
incorporated into this house from buildings he had seen in Virginia wnile
traveling and visiting there. Walton family tradition has it that the
house was designed by Thomas G. Walton himself. Walton was a gentleman
farmer whose family had been locally prominent and associated with verious
business ventures for many years. He represented Burke Countiy in Tthe House
of Commons in 1850,_'When the Civil War began, he was elected colonel in
charge of his county's reserves and served throughout the war, although he
wag fifty years old by the time it ended. Following the war Welton served
on the board of directors for the State Hospital for the Insane, both in
Raleigh and Morganton. TWhen Walton died in 1905 his extensive holdings weire
divided among his several children, and Creekside fell to his son, Herbert
Huske Walton, who survived until 1949. The house is currently owned by
his daughter, Louise Walton Boggs George (lMrs. Fred George).

Creekside, one of the largest houses of its age in the western pa
of North Carolina, has been described by Thomas T. Watermen as "the mos
monumental mansion of the Piedmont.!" From the eighteenth century until
Creekside was built in 1836, the major houses built in the Catawba Valley
of Burke County were of Federal design. Creekside marks a departure from
the trends then current in its locality and must be viewed as a house whose
classic proportions and ilmpressive scale make 1t truly outstanding.
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