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DESCRIB E TH c AN ORIGINAL (iF i< PHYSIC,D,L ,~pPEARr-\NCE 

The Jacob Forney~ J:co House is located in a 
hillf: of Bu:cke County $ The house sits about half 
from the co-nfluence of two creeks. Approached by 
the hou:::;e is to the. left and the farm land falls 
bottom \'JliictL circles bt~Ttind the house The land 
a small knoll is the large family burying gr'ound 

saut bottom land area in the foot­
i:7a,,/ up a hill which rises gradually 
a bridge which spans this confluence, 

gen to the rear toward the creek 
to the rises more abrup and on 

The t"l>m--story Federal brick house is architecturally related to several other roughly 
contemporary Cctta~11ba Valley plantation houses"'-'-~Ple2sant Valley Bellevue, and 
Headm'7s 9 They share such featUl.:es as tl;,yin central entrances) Quaker plans) and fine 
Flemish bond briclc'(vc'rk. The Forney House, despite sC)~e alterations, is a significant and 

'-_'-'c" ___ '-~'-''-Lt.ive member of the group and its documented 1825--1826 construction date is of 
especial impol~tance as related to the entire group. 

The tl;.7o~story four-bay brick bLlilding rests on a lm'7 tone foundation, the brick is 
laid in Flemish bond with queen closers~ tr,'linentr2_nces \'Jith rectangular transoms occur 
in the. inn,?I tl,VO bays, and vJindm,TS fill the outer ti:TO bays of the east (main) facade, and 
the doors anel i;,Tindm,\ls have flat arches the arches are one·-and~·one-half bricks h_igh at 
the f L'L:s t lEvel and one brick tugh at:: the second," The sash has been replaced i.n the 
t~\rentieth cell. 1'h_2 front and rear facCl.des tenc:inate iTL handsome, five Si':'2-p corbeled 
briel_ co:cnic:es j similar to HeadUlJs 0 The seCO'1~ floor j second from the south ~ 
5_s s to have been ('1 doo'C ';'lld_ch onto the flat roofed 

The_ [lOUSe nOi,! hd:J a late, ninet::eenth century shed 
,,fJc:n1rl brackets and turn,?d balus ters < A ted 

I,Tith turned post~r:; scroll 
occurs at the center of the 

and clnor-::h,:::r occurs at the north'cornero is similar to the one added 
cl t Hea_c1cHTS at about the Saine time0) The porch carries half \,ray around the north 
eDc1 c:luI j Cl. oue··story frame \;,ring. The gable ends have no and are orn:unented 
'~}it1-, t\ID-·pc1 ) molded rake boards. The north end h3s matched s stepped 

hou , one of -Hhich re~r) is covered by the three-bay oue-
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\Vith central chimney (The 
) The south end has one 
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case the large room is to the south and the two smaller rooms are to the north. The 
romei contClinecl the stair \vhich nJse frOJ;l the rea , but the roo:;) \~laS 

partitioned creR a hall and the stair reoriented toward the frout Th2 la ge room 
h,gs been further partitioned by a north·-south contains a large Fei..:leral 
style mantel ~rllich is rather plain in form but sive in its reeded ornament. The 
hou:;e has fla and flush·-paneled doors, supported lilith s trap Walls are plastered 
and featur a small, I:lolded chair rail. Photogr vlere not penl1itted "\vithin. the house 
and a n in terior S Ul:VCY li/aE: no t allO\.l7ed" 

1'1 hou.se are E',f,:veral noti'1.ble outbuil(J 

£]n2 dovetailed joinu;" It h;:; a t\17cntiel.::h centllry 
f if to the rear of this is a L\K:ntieth cen 

-all with gable roofs) and all but 

shed garage to its east sid 
board>-and·-ba tten barn ref 
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Jacob Jr.~ was t~e so of a ent Lincoln County for 
the AJue.rican fI,evolution and iron manufactu:c Fo:t.ney'·s joul:nal re.col:ds that 
to build his slJbstantial Elri.ck ho·use in }311i'ke 013 4 1825 anel that 
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Daniel .J. apparE'ni~ly occupied the house until bis deat::h all. June 5, 1887. The 
2DSIJS of 1350 lists his occupation as a farmer and suggests that he occupied' his father s 

T 
v 

in cOl,:.pany \Jith rds mother a brotl'te:r: and a sister Little e1::::: l:nmlIl of 
but the f01 anecdo te~'-related Colonel ThOi:!1as G ~Jalton in one of a 

series of historical sketchps of Burke Cou~ty jtten for a 
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lLeaf from what appears to be a journal kept Jacob Forney Jr (origigal in the 
possession of 11188 Sue Bast, present owner of the Jacob Forney Jr, House) photocopy of 
or in Survey Branch, Historic Preservation Section, Division of Archives and History 

') 

"--IISketches of the Pioneers in Burke County Col Halton," The 
---------~----------

ganton), 8, 1924. 

3Van Noppen, Ina H. 
Carolina Historical 

liThe Significance of Stoneman;s Last Ra 
XXXVIII} No.4 (October, 19(1) 509~ 

lyart faurl 

I, 

~Obituary of William J Forney, The 
--------~-----------.-----

lIareh 2!~, 1892 
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Jr Leaf frorn \,lhat appears to be a journal the 
ion of Hi ss Sue Bos t, present 0141H~r of 

tocopy of orIginal, Branch, Historic Preservation Division of 
Archives and History 

of Office of the Secretary of State, 
-----------------.~---~--~----

Obituary ~':il1iam J 4 [larch 2fl 1892. 
ton) 0 "Sketches of the Pioneer in Burke County by' Col Walton II 

192L~. 

lfq S, r;;C2n~;us Office. Seventh Census of the lJniten St2_t:.CS 1850 Burke County North 
Carolina lIicrofilm of n?tional Archives manusc.cipt copy Archives Division of 
Archives and History. 

'-1< S T,)clrks Projects Adulinistra ion. Pre--191!! Graves Indez 
Division of Archives and His 

Vein ren? Ina H. "The S ificance of StOTIeGlan s Last 
IIJ s~ 0 r ~~~ 21:_ }\~~i~~l_, xx-xv I I I , No. 4 ( 0 c to be r 19 (1), 5 () 9 . 

"North Carolina Archives, 

lpart four!. l~o"t.·l-l1. Carolina 






