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Occupying most of a downtown city block and surrounded by woode park 
like grounds, the Tate House long has been a dominant feature of thi:3 small 
upper Piedmont to"\JITll. The core of the house is in the Greek Revival style 
aXld haE:~ a center hall plan, two rooms deep $ It is of brick laid in FJemish 
bond, ctnd brick pilasters separate each of the bays of the house, whtch is 
t.hree bays 1I\Tide and two deep.. The twelve-over-twelve sash of the main bloc} 
'VIT,':]}) at the first floor wi th two-over-two sash, but the symmnGric1Y 
molded clrchitraves with corner blocks and roundels were retained ~,the 

form house !!'las remodeled in the Second Empire style (circa 18.:)3) 
'1'h('-1 involved removal of the pedimented gable roof and rep:;~acemen 
tfi th a mansard roof The mansard roof has large, double window donnrs 
a,bov8 each bay except the central one of the main (north) facade A'I) this 

large three-story oc tagonal tower, capped wi th a bracketed .il.':insard 
roof t\lj:th dormers in alternating face s of the oc tagon, was built (: fi v 
face t~3 of the towel' axe exposed until it rise s above the main block The 
main entrances are tbx'ough the east and west faces of the tower which are 
perpElrldiculcLr to the main facade @ The vvindows found in all of the e::';:posed 
fac'8.s of the tmr,Ter ,'=1,re set in recessed brick panels One-story porches ex­
tend from tbo tOl0'OT across the main facade with the entrance s to tr.lEJ porche 
10C,::lted at the 01lt{;I" corners of each and formalized wi th small gable:~ 

d tw:-ned posts A spindle frieze runs beneath tr:. mOlde~ 
c~orn:i.cn of Doors jus t above the entrance doors in the ::,mver 

V(l ::.:,C'CflSS to roofs These doors are sheJ;tered by STI1311 :)racket d 
three-bay dining and service wing \\yi th a mansaI'C coof 

south from t.he southeast side of the rear facade The v,Ting ;'3 of 
1 'lc.k laid in c ammon bond with brick pilas tars dividing the bays ,:3 

1';, OVer each resemble the ones of the main block but have i:: i_ngle 
tt1(~i1:' double This wing appears to be contemporary WJ.-,h the 

T:)c bEtBe of the tower forms a ve stibule which opens into the 
UHl'LY'd.l shall (The seven types of wood used in the ceiling o:~ the 

Ubulo (-].1'0 s::1id to be native to Burke County@) Tho hoavy Victor~'::.n 
rises along t.hewest wall to a landing across the '11Tidth of the hall 

The .f:irst room to the east is called the Whi te Parlor and has an el(Jilorate 
shell cornice and ornate medallion, both dating from the renovation Also 

room is a whi te marble mantel with a pseudo-three-centered-Eliched 
centraJ_ cartouche:. typical of the Vic toriarl period ACJ,':)SS th 

Jl.'].11 t,() the west is the Red Parlor, so called because of the red ane! gold 
l' panels (said to be of the late nineteenth century) which cover most 
of the ioJalls of this room.. 'rhe mantel in this room is also of whi to marbl 
bu t 'Hi th a square opening The dec or of this room is said to be patterned 
,~lftor ,3, design seen at the Vienna Exposi tion of 1873 The dining room, th 

st and most elaborate room, is separated from the White Parlor the 
and is located in the rear wing The paneled ceiling has a 

'woodon Hledallj.on surroundod ree of various 
in symmetric patterns The room has a wainscot of reede 

~~ sheathing Wid a small, built-in cabinet with a glass front flanke 
symmetrically molded pilasters extending up to a molded cornice suppor d 

by consoles and surmounted by a spindle course The mantel consists 
d consoles, pilasters, and tUTIied balusters suppor 
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milar to the cabine t An e specially elaborate door leads frc!l11 the 
It features a dif3,gonally set square panel ',':l th 

fans the corners, and small, horizontal panels above and belo",;, 
na.rrmv- vertical panels at bottom of the door This door ha~::; 

molded arc hi trave with roundel corner blocks at the top (-md at ch I' 

Sliding door s separate the library and dining room The trim is 
:Ul c;u (] the rest of the house, and more of the Greek Re trim re 
ma:i on the second floor o 

To -[-',118 rear (south) of the main house is the remodeled and much e):panded 
;:Jchooltencher's brick cottage which faces east.. It originally was a Gothic 
(' th a small tower Its porch and other details of its finish relate t 
i:l](:J Sec ond Empire remodeling of the main house" 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checl{ Ono or More 8S Appropriato) 

."'bor i'linal 0 Educali on 0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

[] Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Hi storic 0 Industry losoph}, 

[] Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

[~'q Archi lecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

CJ Art Archi lecture 0 Socia I/Humon· 

[] ComnltHCC 0 Literature itarian 

0 Comrnunicali ons 0 Military 0 Theater 

[] Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

TATEi'AENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Tate House is not only a clever and arabi tious adaptation 
large house in the Greek Ren val style into the more up-to-date Sec 
Empire style but also is a monument to Samuel Tate, a local hero 
survived the Civil ViTar and went on to excel financially and politic. 
despite setbacks Perhaps his most lasting contribution to his CVllll'(UJ.l..L 

Was seeing to the location of two large state institutions in his 
small hometown far from the state capital The house dominates 
Morganton much as its master appears to have dominated local civic 

The Greek Ren val portion of the Tate House was built by Dr W~i_lliam 

L rkRee, a Morganton physician, who died in 1855 Following McRee 1 s 
Samw:ll IV[cDowell Tate is said to have bought the house in anticipation of 
hl~:; maTriage to Miss Jennie Pearson, which Was delayed until after the 
Civ-j.l vITar Their marriage took place on October 29, 1866, and Tate se t 
aboLlt expanding and embellishing McRee is house (which had been rented 
tbe interim) l,oss of Burke COUl1ty records during the Civil War prevents 
ac.c'l.;Y' 3, Le dating of -/:jhese transac tions @ Family tradi tion has it that by 
the tjJi1e their second child was born (1869), the remodeling Was comple te 

tbe house had much the form it bears today" 

At the outbreak of the Civil Wcu"', Tate recruited and Was cornmif~,'Jioned 

tain of Company 6th Infantry Regiment, North Ccu"olina state troops 
Participating in som.e of the most important battle s of the war, TatE: Has 

several times and was promote d to the rank of lieutenant coj~Clnel at 
FollovJing the War he ~oJas elected president of the Wester'n Nort 

Railroad 0 In this capaci ty he displaYBd financial and orga,-:lizing 
abi1i in his efforts to rehabilitate the property@ He was removec-) from 
that offic6 by Governor William W® Holden in 1868, but was identific:::} there 
after for S,JverCll year's, in Various capacities, with the building of the 
tve "/:o1"n di v.J.t):ion of tIl.e railroad, from Salisbury to the French Broad Ri vel' 
He W[LE; c-;18c ted to t.he lmmr house of the North Carolina General Assenbly in 
l87L~ and soon became one of the cOl1ll11anding figures in that body TIY3 

of the Hospital for the Insane in Morganton and the removal 0 

School for the Deaf from Raleigh to Morganton werd among 
In 1886 he Was appointed national bank examin8~" for t e 

f:com trJest Virginia to Florida and served in that capaci t 
Eo '[Jlfas appointed treasurer of North Carolina that same year, 

189)+ Tate died intestate on June 25, 1897, as he was dressi g 
His wife, Jennie, lived until 1902, and Irene, the last surviv l' 

ten children, re tains a life estate in his still-impressive house .. 
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As lhe des ignated State Liaison Oificer for the Na­

l:iol1a1 Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I hereby certify that this property is included 

Na tiona 1 Register. 

the 

89-6G5), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and cf.·rtify lhat it has been 

fwaluated according to the c-iJerin and procedu res set 

forth by the National Park SerVIce. The recommended 

level of significance of thi~~ nominaUon is: 
,Director, Office of Archeolol{!y and Historic Presel'vnlion 

National 0 State [ZI Local 0 

No"" il< fJ C '/. r, /J 

H. G. Jones ) 

Title State Historian/Administrator 

Date _________________ _ 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

T)£Ite __________________ -:--__ _ Date __________________________________ ___ 

GPO 931·89 



Continuation sheet 1 Item .IUIIIU';;;;1 10 

OMS No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

Page 1 

The boundary of the Tate House (The Cedars) National Register nomination is shown 
as the red line on the accompanying Burke County Tax Map #46-2 drawn to a scale 
of 1"=100'. The boundary includes the Tate House, the Tate Cottage (originally 
constructed as a school, ca. 1875, later remodeled for a residence), and those 
portions of the surrounding yard and gardens which retain their integrity.· Total 
area is 1.7 acres. 
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Tate House (The Cedars) 
Burke Co. 
Morganton South, N.C., Quadrangle 
Zone 17, 1:24,000 Scale 
Easting 437660 
Northing 3955560 
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The Ta te House 
100 South King Street 
Morganton, North ~aro1ina 

USGS Map" Morganton South Quadrangle, 70$ minute serie s 
Scale: 1: 2L,.,OOO 
Date: 1956 
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