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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECHK 0
= EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED K ORIGINAL SITE
- GOOD __RUINS X ALTERED - MOYED ATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED (renovated)

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KMNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

/ggﬁ}chAof St. Lawrence, designed largely by the Catalonian architect Rafael
Guastavino, is a monumental building executed in a Beaux—Aris interpretation of the
Spanish Bavoque. The church, elliptical in plan with vectangular narthex and sacristy,
iz three stories high. It is built of brick laid in Flemish bond with an elaborately

=]

cotrbeled water table, molded brick base, and Foundafion of rough random laid ashlax,
Gypsum, rather than the more popular poriland cement, is used for the bryick mortar, its
primary advantage being its quick drying pxopefb es. The levels of elevations are
delineated by corbeled string courses.
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The main (southeast) facade dis five bays wide. The three center bays project from
he body of the church and are divided vertically by brick pilasters at the fix
second levels and by unfluted Corinthian Po?xmno at the third Jevel. A stri

vizontally geparates the first and second stories, while the second and tt ﬁfd levels
are capped with a corbelad brick covaice. In the center of the first level is a wooden

] decoratively flat-paneled in the form of iatin crosses surrounded by squares
gles outlined by billet-head trim. The entrance is flanked by round avched
windows. A polychromed terra cotta bas—relief of Christ healing the sick appears in

beneath a bold stone scrolled keystone. Flanking the tympanum are roundel

robustly shaped molded brick surrounds. The center bay of the thir e
tically treated window ¢f colossal size and is flanked by smaller,
elonzated proportions.
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Capring the center bay is a broad pedinent carrying statues of two cano

ap1
(o the lefi) and St. Aloysius Conzaga (LO the vight). The apex
crowned by a stone statue of St. Lawrence (for whom the church was named),
patron of the Reverend Lawr%gce P, 0'Conell, ore of ihe two

5 3 Ly
who built the first Catholic church in Asheville.

his pavilion arve the bages of the corner twin towers. The bases rise a
ries, while the towers rise two additiona: svies and ave pilevced at
wwels by vound-arched openinge. Each tower pped with a parvapet
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church is entered through a vectangular narvthex conteining 2 haptistry
E i raete. The vestibule, with a vib-vaulted ceiling covered with brown,
av, and cream colored glazed tiles, is separated from the elliptical church nave
hex screens of embossed leather and stained glass. i cre i
form the confessional in the eastern corner of the n 8

he church contains an expansive organ gallery directly ab

2rey pres E
toryv. Fro a
pattern © by : 1
! a tile frieze just above the clere-~
bandg in the form of lonzitulinal and transverse ridze-
of the vibbed center skvlight.
ined glass windows,
fourth bhavs contain
S5ts. P Patrick,
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slass pierce the second through fifth bays; the fifth
to the pal

located in fhﬂ
polychrorn
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Southwest of the main altar is the Lady Chapel, thought to have been built with
funds donated by the elder Cuastavino's close LTlPﬁd Stanford White. Just within the

chapel, in its southern covner, is the cyypt of the architect, Guastavino Senior, who
died before completion of the ch h. The round-arched door to the ervpt is of green
and blues lustre glazed tiles, oraaa—nted wirh a Latin cyross and framed in bronze. It
was designed by Raiael suastavine the younger, who supervised construction of the charch
af : 1909,
The pilasters, pe 7 domed ceiling of the Lady Chapel are sgheathed with
© blue tiles, ofise iite of the wmortar joinits, the grey of the b;iuk walls,
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main altar is. St. Joseph's Chapel, which dis enteved throuzh the
th bay on that side o3 - ;urch? The uppet veaches of the chapel
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The rectory is a two-story (three-story on the garden) red brick structure with a
red tile roof and cream terra cotta and limestone trim. It is joined to the church by
an open passageway with a Tuscan-colonnaded roof. The front elevation is the most
elaborate, containing a central, two-story pedimented frontispiece, and on the first
level a blind arcade of Roman arches with window inserts. The gable ends are corbelled
and have a quatrefoil rose window. A panelled chimney ornaments the west elevation.
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ts surface to iis spherical (01 sometimes ellipticel) base, thus

forces evenly acvoss it
elinminating the need for any intevior roof svpportE, The dome shape directs much of
the vertical gravitational force horizontally across the surface of the dowme, concentra-

rat
ting most of it at the fullv-supported base. The VLability of this syatzm of . fressianding,
dome-shaped roofs is "dependent upon the cohesive strengih of the ya|
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In spite of a general shortage of funds, the work on the proposed structure commenced
within a short time. The new church's prototype was Our Lady of the Forsaken Catholic
Chuvch in Valencia, Spain, wherve Guastavino had worshipped in his youth. He was intrigued
bv this church's architecture, which also included an elliptical dome.
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Local tradition also has it that Cuastavino and architect Stanfo
friends. When White learned of Guastavino's plans to erect the magn
e story goes, he voluniteered a personal contributionw—resthijgﬁ i
irposing Chapel of the Lady.
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The building is believed to be ¢ ﬂstri%ted exclusively of brick, tile, and ston
no iron oy wood is said to have been used. The glazed tile and ceramic material u
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dome was producad in Guastavino's tile factory in Woburn, Massachusetts (aau

v also at his summer home in Black Mountain). Timely financial assistance

estants alike (as well as a great deal of free labor donated hy
to keep the construction work under way. ;
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untain. Work on the church w
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The new Church of St. Lawrence i ed Octobey 17, 1909,
Qctober 13, 1920. The latter cevemony was ''the first consecration service ever ccnducced
at a Catholic church in North Carolina. . . ." It was attended by a group of high
Catholin officials led by James Cardinal Gibbons of ﬂo]tlﬂmLe Who vetur 1@& t| A hgrilie
in honor of the occasion. One news s
crowds of people who gicond in the
iw szive ceremony: ever conducted in
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FOOTNOTES
1 )
Buncombe County Deed Books, Buncombe County Courthouse, Asheville, Dezed Book 29:
335-336, (Gibbons purchased this tract from Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Rankin of Asheville,
not from an "N. A. Woodfin' as stated in O'Connell’s Catholicity in the Carolinas.)
2 . e m e . , . -
Jeremiah Joseph O'Connell, Catholicity dn the Carolinas and Gﬂorglat Lzaves of
Its History {ew York and Montreal: D. & J. Sadlier & Co., 1879}, 453-4%

,,..

of St. Lawrence,
fter cited as History

“A Guide to the History, Avt and Architecture of The Jh?tr
Ashevilie, North Carolina (Asheville: m.p., 1923), 12, hereinaf
of The Church of St. Lawrence.

Peter B. Wight, "The Works of 4
val Forum/, X, No. 4 (April, 1

o 1

"Works of Rafael Guastivino,” Part 1, The Brickbuildevs, X, No. & (April,

"The Dome of St. Lawrence,'” The State, XXIX, YWo. 8 (September 16, 1961), 8.

Wight, '"Works of Rafael Cuastavino,' Pari 11, The Brickbuilder, X, ¥No. 5 (ay,

SMany of theae works are p?cLu1od in Petrer B. Wight's four-part article in Vol. X
2 The Brickbuilder, dn Mo. (bpril), 79“81; Ho. 5 (May), 100-102; No, @
ber), 184-1885; and No. 10 (“rrobc R 211m21ﬁ; "Dome of St. Lawrence,' The State,
8 (September 16, 1881), &.

Church of Sf, Lawrence, 106.

"Filiptical Tiome § LﬂwLwnﬂs Crooceh Unique,”
28, 1860, sectior (“J rhat at le

would be
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The rectory was erected in 19%9 using the designs of a Father Michael, a priest
"who ha/d/ taken to architecture." It replaced a frame rectory that pre-dated the
church. Originally the building served as the residence of the Bishop, the Pastor
and the Assistant Pastor and provided rooms for instruction and sewing. The rectory
is of a Neo-Tuscan Renaissance design that is both attractive and complementary to the

church that it serves.
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lThe Asheville Times, March 31, 1929, Section B, pages 1, 4, '$2,250,000 Projects
Near Completion.'



Asheville Citizen- fere Moted For Its Avchitecture,"

March 9, 1552,

Bancombe County Records, Buncombo County Courthouse, Asheville, North Cavclina (Subgroups:

Deeds). o
Buncombe County Records, Division of Archives and Pistory, Raleigh, North Carolina

(Subgroups: Deeds).
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Charlotte Daily Obs crvern Cbituary of Raphael Guastavino, February 18, 1803:; "T0

Hhn

DEDICATE NEW CHURCH," October 14, 1909. i
Charlotte Obsarver. ”AﬁEMVLLLJ PLANS BIG WELCOIE FOR SPEAKERS,™ Ortober 13, 1220,
Dills, John C "Hlliptical Dome Stamps St. Lawrence Church Unique,” Asheville Citizen-—

4

Fsbruarv 28g S60.
. VCARDINAL GIBRONS ON A VISIT TO ASHEVILLE," Octoher 14, 1920.
Art and Architecture of The Church of S5t. Lawrence, Asheviil
1 Ashevilie: n.p., 1923.
"Spanish Castle in Cavolina,” The News and Qbserver (Raleigh),

hu1ae

1829, Society and Amusements Section,
Mews Ehd Ob erver (Va]alg ). EAT ARCHITECT DEAD,'™ February 4, 1908.
Con in the Carolinas and Georgia: Leaves

Jeremiah Joseph.

/ Ntw York and Moot :
Dome of S5t. Lawrence Sept
B. "The Works of Ra

D. & J. Sadlier & Co., 1879.
v 16, 1961

vino,” The hr1cuﬂu11dez /rnow Architectural
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