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1930 
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connectf~d Ceo Vunde ilt' 

development surround 
become one of the ci maJO c 
position behind a Lec:p embankment hi 
s ing motorists \·Jho h to look 

SITE 

0 r\ H _____ _ __ 

he lliam E. Hou e is lac ted on 
JU north of Biltmore Village 

canst ed, Biltmo Avenue 
than a \•!ell led count lane that 

th the O\vn o Asheville to the north. 
11 side , Biltmore Avenue has 

The house command prominent 
road, an obj t of cur sity to 

no iee it. 

The house is o 
1 te nineteenth en 
the de ur about 

1 t and mo t opulen idenc n from Asheville' 
Loom period. Vi tuall noth i knm·m about the sou e of 
l H. Leonard, the cont tor bel eved responsible for its 

con ruction. Ci di ctories indicat tha Leonard was a penter active in the city 
th out the 1890s, 
hotels--none o which 
the pe iod. Th se we 

and the house be many imilaritie th seve 1 smAll AshPvillr~ 
su pictured in di tori s and promotional lite ture o 

u t c> d p r i m a r i l y u n d e t h c i n f1 t II' n c o t h c• Q u P c> n i\ nne t < • ~ 
being rambl frame tructures with compl roof lines, urret , and spaciou , multi-
level 

The house tand two-and-one-half storie on a raised stone found ion and is covered 
in weath rbo;Jrd J t! c n t i l 1 p 1 an u n d t~ com p 1 ex r o') y s tern . 

A broad gable runs on east-west axi the north half o th structure, 
vJl!il the central portion i nnde 1 hip roo outl ned th iron cresting. 
Parallel twin ] nd f:rom th o the hip on north~south i and 

the form. All fou resulti shed th flush diagonal 
The the roof a underneath th what appear to be 

l fte end . roo broken at several nts 
cond floor wall dormers, and three inte brick 

On eleva the and second fl 
1 band that s into a hood-1 

one sash windows Where an attic le 
treatment par es the econd floor and 

The asymmetrical, fivf~-bay front (west) e 
t t r t unde teeply pi ched 

along the top This faced on 
gable dormers cont small windows 
block a placed under h aves of the 

Concrete teps (a mid-t\'Jentieth 
entrance. The entra i campo a 

upper half of leaded · sideli t and 
n t n c f' i she 1 t n.: d ~; lu 1 l l 01,,,~ e c on d 

molded diagonal L ualcony i 
brace and i fronled s le balu 

The first floor level o the south and 
wrap~around porch th e t on ma ~v ·' 

are divided 
al 

wide, molded, 
each o the nne-~over~~ 

second loor 11 th arne 

an o 
, th iron c t 

and south sides with s 
tern uppe sash. Modillion 

lead up to the t floor 
door with a led lowe half and 

transom are also of leaded glass. The 
balcouy t::uppo ed underneath by 

~~d a shed th imiL1 
o i tion members. 

are 
stone 

ltered under a deep 
ers. Porch po ts 
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are turned and connec n1olded hand il supported turned balust s. 
Curvilinea awn b s, ach with a paneled rel t at the tops of 
the posts and carry pindle frieze uncle the bracketed corn1ce. An identical 
spindle frie connec the tops of the tone s under the porch floor; on thf~ 

south elevation, whe the incline of the results in a full i t bnsement 
level, the s are connected at their bases with a balustrade identical to that 
of the porch. 

On the long, sloping roof of the north e evation 1s centered a broad second floor 
gabl dormer, flanked hip roof attic dorme A simple m1 twentieth century 
carport on plain wooden posts shelters the north entrance. 

Tl1f' fi t:;t floor intf' ior fo11ov;:; ;1 modi i<"d <'nter~l!all plrm, with n trnn r:: 

hall extending from the center h 11 to the north end of the house. A parlor 
and dining rootn arc placed off the J tl of lhe Ct~nt r halL on tlH~~ outhwc~st 

and southeast corners of lhP house; hoth rooms h[!Ve nccess to th(~' south porch 
through French doors. The transverse hall contain the principal tair, which 
rule along it ea~t wall, and i .·; fLn1ked ~1 sm:tll smoking room nd hcdr·o(l\11 on th(' 
west side, and a kitchen, bath, and servant ' rear stai on the east. A narrow 
butler' pantry connect the kitchen and dining room across the east end o the cente 
ha 11. 

The most a tonishing feature of he hous i the robust fir t floor interior woodwork, 
executed with a vari of woods and to a degree of lavishness unknown in the reg1on 
o u t s ide o f the B i l t more House . ( NH L ) . S inc e the d ate o f cons t r u c t ion o f the 
13 r e e I::H~ I ! o u ~-; e c o r r e s pond w i t lt L h a t o f l h e e a 1 y t a g e o f }j i 1 t rn ore II o u s 1:~ , 1 c> c 
residents have long believed that Biltmore c aftsmen were employed here as well, 
though to date no documentation h s been uncovered to support this tradition. The 
center hall is fully paneled with deerly raised panel of various rectilinc~ 
configurations set of by fluted pila te with Ionic capi als; the beamed ceiling 
is also fully paneled. The paneling con inues u~ the stairwell to the second floor 
h a 11 . The c l o s e rl s t r i n g e r t a i r h a s pane 1 c d pan d .1 n d a w i d f~ , deep 1 y m o 1 e d 
handrail supported by short chamfered balu ter alternat with turned spindles. 
The tairwell is lightt!d by a t:..~ined 1 \vi.ndow et in the aforementioned gablr~ 
dormer on the north slope of the roof. second large stained window is placed in 
the west wall of the cente hallbetween the h 11 and the butler's pantry. A corbeled 
brick replace with hed opening i cent n.'d on the south wall of the hall; this 
same chimney serves corner fireplaces in the parlor and d room behind it. 

The jJ/Jrlor mantle i pecialJy notabl1•, Tl1i thoroughly Baroque composition f(';J urr•H 

a carved cartouche in an elaborate foliated etting, fluted pilasters and colonnettes, 
carved swags, and .:.1 bev<.:lcd gL1 s mi ro. The parlo i finished th panelled 
wain eating and a wirl richly molded cornice. Th dining room and smoking room 
are of only slightly less elaboration. The k tchen has been somewhat modernized. 
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The house knmm today Cedar Crest '\!Jas built in 1891 for \'>lilliam E · Bree !'=~, Sr. 
(1848-1919). On 21, 1891, the Asheville Dail duly noted that "C. B. 
Leonard has the contract for building W. ree cent 20-room re id nee 
in Kenilworth to cost $10 ooo."l Another mention 0 this house, which indic tPS 

construction lflay havl: been well under way the date o the ner_vs item, can be 
found in the coun deed books da ed March 6 1891. The , in the proce of 
desc ibing a piece of proper Breese buying, i mentioned "Breese' New hou e."

2 

William E. Breese had been born and ra in Charle ton S. C., hav attended 
The Citadel and the Georgia Military Ac age teen he left his tudie 
to r11 the Confede t a yea the Southern surrender. Foll ng the 
w a r , B r e e r. e vm r ked i n C lu1 1 t on f o an k o S o u t h C n n n s h i r n d g r ,· H 1 t 1 :1 l I 
prospered within the bank. 1885, only thi s old, William Breese 

bank in lle, a mount in t long beloved the Carolina lovJland 
Juniu Ad that "The Fi tional Bank wa chart in DPcembP , 

188 1: • $ 'd 114 u, w~th a ca of 100,000.00. pre 1 ent ... 
Th bank c t l l to rnnke room 
for the 1925 Li Breese lived in the old 
home of one of Asheville' first banke . E. , 1n a house situated 
on wh t s called Hill, "on the o Biltmore Avenue, ju l north 
of the Swannanoa River.'' This house eventual burned,6 but certainly Breese found 
liv in th area to hi liking, for he chose it to build his 1 cent 20-room 
residence." 

The 1880s were flush t 1n Asheville for the railroad had finally pushed through 
at th inning of the decade, and the 1 <11 onomy bu forth th pPnt~up Pnerr,y. 
Mr. Breese and his bank were an important cog in that boom, and certainly the house on 
Biltmorf' Avenue wa n Pmhlem o tlw uc o both. An old invit tion nltltough 
surviving from Brees ' tay on Swannanoa Hill, g1ves 1 t to how he and his ly 
entertained. 

Mr. and Mr . William E. Breese 
reque t your pleasure 

in costume 
Tuesday evening 

Octobe fou th ot nine o'clock 
Swannanoa Hill 

1887 
6 

requested An early answer 1 

Tile booJiJ turned to bust by H~97 when the tobacco market iled, and too much 
over pecu 1 at ion brough on its own un fortuna t<> onscquence . Brce c' bnnk was the 
first to close, on April 23, 1897.7 thought Breese was personally responsible 
for the hard times, ond ju t before l1is bank closed, on il 17, he wrote a 1 tter 
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to the paper stat th t, 11 1 feel that I cannot escape the te o other unfortunate 
bank , nor il to incur ensure nnd de on, po ibly of the blackest and 
[most) mnlignant character ... ~r8 This le t r cont ts remarkably 
oration he gave later in a part o the Civil War Hemorial S rv at Centrnl 
Hethodist Church, whe he h on the valor o he Confede ate mother "Dishone ty 
never came nearer than her ea s .... "9 

Many in Asheville th dishonesty had penetrated to the very soul of Maj. William 
Breese, for later that arne year Breese, along with other bank of ic , was charged 
\¥ith violating United Sate banking sta ut On October 7 1897,a nc~wspaper 
article appeared declar ng that Bree e had been indicted by the grand jury and charged 
with conspiracy and embe zlement. Charges served 

at the residenc of W. E. Breese nea Biltmore ... A the home o 
L··ia j . B r e e s e , 1'•1 r s h a ll Free f o u n J t h a he had no t 1 .s c~ n and w a 

f1l10I,vn by 0' ants to his bedroom .~L1j. Breese vias ly unmoved 
by what followed the officer's entrance to the room. He expressed 
the hope that tl1e office would not d ive him about the streets 
more than was necessary, and aft hurried preparation the two 
drove away, the members of the not knowing the real impact 
of what had ha 10 

That Breese was s rapped inancially i clea from the deed books. A ye 
prior to these trouble Breese old his prope ty (but continued to live there) 1 

to a Henry W. Mittag of New York City, for ly lofty sum of $22,000. (This 
included the house and two acres of land.)l2 B vNl llLl and origin-'111y 
convicted of embezzling about $114,000. Th case was appealed, and afte a long 
series of hung juries, mi trials and the like, the original conviction wa ovt~rtunl!~d 
in February of 1906.13 In the midst of this legJl , the Asheville Citizen 
tr'rsely ecHtorialized, "In a ca e of this kind one is tempted to think that aw 
is 'a ass' or that all men are not equal before the la\v. "14 

Breese and his family apparently continued to live in the house until around 1900, 
according to the Asheville City Directory but afterward a new family, bel ng 
to Arthur F. Rees of New York City, arrived to live in what was now officially called 
the Kenilworth section. Rees purchased the proper for on $7,500 in late 1902,15 
and named the house the lworth Lodge ,16 Arthur Rt>es W.'1 the gent>ral mnnager of 
the Hans Rees and Sons Tannery, which brought its operation to Asheville in 1900.17 
The company built an enormous, for that day, industrial complex along the French 
Bro.:Hi Hiver. The operatiun wa famous it high quality leather belts that were 
used in that day to connect industrial mach to its powc source.l8 
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The Ree fami member were social leaders in Asheville, oying the company nd 
ente tainmen of men such as George Vanderbilt. Martha Rees was well occupied with 
the llH'<:~t ing.s of the Culoni.:ll D.:Jme , ~1ayflow<:· ociety, Ladi Aux llar of All Souls 
Church the Asheville Club for Women, and t1e worked dur World War I with the 
injured veterans in the Oteen hospital.l9 The Rees family lived in the house until 
1 9 2 6 , t h e y e a A r t h u r R 12 e d i c d . rvtJ n y rem c~ m b e t h e i t R i n v i v i d 1 y f o r t h P 

unusual figure she cut in Asheville. She had a very beautiful carr with fine 
horses,and continued to travel in this manne afte the automobile n to 
dominate the roads. Rita is remembered a a large woman who was usually accompanied 
by a tiny black dog, creating a rather incompatible image.20 The family loved to 
invite the local elite to their hon1P for ~vell upplied even of ente taimnen 
and thus the Kenilworth Lodge was evidentl very much pa t of the glitterin , 
boom-fueled Twenties society.2l Area resiclents rec 11 that this extravagant 
lif(~style took its toll, and the l(ees family twg.1n to u~nce in.mcial 
difficulties.22 By 1926 the house \vas h ily encumbered. The partes ended 
abruptly \vi th Arthur Rees' death that year, and the house became the proper of a 
s t r i n g o f bank s and ins u r <m c e corn pan i_ e Ur t• rea t 2 1+ 

A M i s s M i l d r e d E . S he r wood r e p l a c e d t h e R e e s 1 y and t lw i i c h f r i e n d \vi t 11 ~ m o t h e r 
group of people attracted to Asheville: ho e coming to breathe the henlthy air, 
especially the tubercular. She rented the house as a sanatorium, called Sherwood 
Sanatorium, from around 1927 to 1932.25 Eventually even the sick ceased to 
Asheville and the hou faced inconsisten sidency. Aft the different 
institutions that owned the house colla ownership fell to Carl W. Gu 
S t . Lou i s H i s o u r i , w h o " on H on day , t he d y o H n r c h A . D . , 1 9 J /L . . a t t l1 f' 
Buncomb~ County Court House door ... 11 b d hi st price for this proud house, 
$7,500. 26 According to the City di turi s the house wa often empty during the 
nine~een-thi tie . One ption was the not tion that il L. St ck, a 
driver for the Blue Bi Taxi Company~ lived there in 1935, possibly as caretaker. 
Also in that and 1936 the hou s leased to a s. Sara L. Cole, who 
operated t a a boardi house called the Arden.28 

The following year John L. and Hinnic Belle P.:.1ge bought "all the land conveyed to 
Martha B. Rees ... 29 from Mr. Guso for the in price of $5000. 30 Mr. Page 
managed two hotels on Biltmore Avenue, The Princeton and The Patton.31 Thot1gh 
John Page died in 1939, Mrs. continued to occupy the house and ran it as a 
tourist home known as Cedar Crest,32 and so it remains today. Minnie Page lived to 
be 95 years old, dying in 1976· she left the prope ty to he three children by 
her fist marriBge. I!Pr daughters, Mr Jame H. Butler (Anne HcCnnless), And 
ivlrs. C. G. \"ilson (Estelle t,1cCc.mless) continue to man.::~ge Cedar Crest. Mr . Butler 
n~mC'mbe s he• rnoth('r a a very d(•manding hnusPkc•f'JH' , .'lnd aid "Hother nevt• let 
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UTM 

" an tic l (' 1 n 

The nominated includes four continuous ts of land identified in the Bunc'ombe 
County Tax Supe so 
119 of Ward 8, Sheet 1 
its arriage house, and 

Of lots 8 and 13 of Ward 1, Sheet 9, and lots 118 and 
total app 3 acre , and lud the house, 
D sociated l 

CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY c:nrn 

Statement 

~ves tern 0 f £ice 10' 1980 

13 Veterans Drive 704-298-5024 
CITY STATE 

North Carolina 28805 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE 0 THIS PROPERTY WiTHIN TH STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STA LOCAL X 

hereby nomtnate this property for inclusion 111 the National ~"".-.''0 "" 

criteria and procedures forth by the National Park 

STATE ~llSTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICEI1 SIGNA TURF 

1980 

GPO 8'l2-453 
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