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0 Moved lXJ Origir.al Site 

Woodbourne, a fine early nineteenth century house, is composed of a 
main block built about 1810 and wings constructed in 1819 Set on a vented 
English bond foundation, the house is frame covered by molded weatherboards. 
The three-bay central pedimented pavilion is two full stories in height. 
Both floors are lighted by windows of the six-over-six sash which rest on 
heavy sills A central double ·door with five -light transom is sheltered by 
a single-story porch with a shed roof supported by four square posts This 
porch, which spans the entire front (south) facade, appears to be a replace­
ment for an earlier one-bay single-story porch. The tympanum of the pedimen 
is framed by a cornice with oblique modillions and contains a central semi­
circular fanlight, the glazing of which has been replaced. The modillion 
cornice carries along both sides of the main block. The rear of this sectio 
is not pedimented, being finished with simple bargeboards. On this end are 
two boldly executed Flemish bond chimneys with weathered offsets which begin 
above the second :story. V& 

The one st9ry wings continue the fenestration of the main block and m 
m are covered by gable roofs set at right angles to the pavilion. Both wings 

terminate with exterior end chimneys laid in one-to-three common bond wTih 
muisetanden coping at the offsets. Incised on the west are the :1ni tials UJ M 1 

and the ye.ar 11 1819"; the east chimney bears the initials 11 I S M" and the z 
complete date "May 29, 1819." To the right of the east chimney is a six-
panel door. Protecting this door is a latticework porch with hip roof which 
extends across the entire east end of the wing. 

When the wings were added, the main block may have been remodeled, ere~., 

ating the present floor plan. It is highly irregular with unexpected 
relationships occurring between one room and another. The layout of .the 
interior does not conform to the pattern one might expect from the uniform 
exterior appearance of the house. The facade suggests a transverse hall 
plan, but the main door leads to an entrance space which is shortened by 
the stair immediately to the right of the door. 

The enclosed straight stair with two sets of winders is also unusual 
in that the balustrade is engaged and appears to have had the wall plastered 
right into it. Although the reason for such a treatment is unknown, it is 
probably the result of changes made from the original plan. Directly behind 
the entrance room or hall is a large parlor with a dining room to the easto 
Access to the dining room can also ba.gained from a tiny, oddly-placed 
passageway situated beneath the stair to the right of the northaBt corner 
of the entrance hall. Themtrance area, dining room, a closet beneath the 
stair, and a room in the southeast~ section of the main block all open into 
this quadrangle. The west wing is entered from the entrance hall, and the 
east wing from either the dining room or the southeast room of the main bloc • 

The entrance room, parlor, and dining room have molded cornices and wall 
lastered above dadoes composed of one wide board. The entrance room and the 

dining room have identical molded chair rails and baseboards. A more 
elaborate decorative treatment in the parlor emphasizes the importance and 
formality of the room. Although the dado is flat like that in the other room , 
the chair rail and baseboard are reeded. Blind lunettes framed by heavily 
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

Note on temple-form and three-part (Morris-plan) buildings as requested 
by the National Register Office June 4, 1971: 

Temple form dwellings are, as the rame. implies, rectangular houses, usua ly 
pedimented at one or both ends, having the over-all proportions and outline 
of a Greek or Roman temple. They may have full prostyle porticoes, small 
entrance porches, or none at all. Three-part dwellings can be traced back 
to the multiple-massed designs of the Italian Renaissance architect, Andrea 
Palladio (1508-80). Such Palladian-influenced designs were popularized by a 
nwnber of ar,chi tectural style books and various authors have cited Select 
Architecture by Robert Morris as a source for the three-part scheme in 
America The earliest known house of this type is the Semple House in 
Williamsburg, Virginia. This fine building may have been the prototype for 
a nwnber of similar houses in southeastern Virginia and northeastern North 
Carolina. Buildings of this sort generally have a two-story central pavilio 
which is either pedimented or gabled and often features a small entrance 
porch. The pavilion is flanked by lower transverse wings. Almost without 
exception the central pavilion is more vertical in proportion than a temple­
form building. In the case of Woodbourne, the central pavilion of the three 
part scheme is in effect a temple-form house in size and proportion; hence 
the combination of the two types. 
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Hecords) County Courtlwuc;o, v1T:indsor North 
o:f the Ho ster of Dec ds. ( Dcod,c), WJ~11s) 

Bertie County He cords, State and History_, 
North Carolina. (Subgroups Deeds 

SE 

of North Carolina, 

COORDINATES 

LOCATif'JG THE PROPERTY 

LONGITUDE 

Minutes Seconds 

0 

APPRO)\IMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

A f'l D L 0 N G I T U DE C D 0 1\ 0 I H A T E 5 

THE: CEI,ITER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

OF LESS TH/IN TEN ACRES 

LATITUDE LONG! TUDE 

De~1rees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

36 ° 11 . 15 " 

L STATES Af'ID COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIE.S OVEHLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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/\s lhc tll'signCJlcd Stnlc Liaison Officer for the Nu~ 

\1onnl flisloric Prcr,crvntion Acl o( l<Jf16 (Public I,<IW 
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Roxobel, North Carolina 

State Highway Commission 
Scale ~ 111 /1 mile 
July 1, 1966 

Latitude Longitude 
degrees minutes seconds degrees minutes seconds 
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