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historic Oaklana

and/or common

2. Location
N side 5k J249 .4 mile E of jct. with SR 1206

street & number —_not for publication

city, town  Roxobel X__ vicinity of congressional district 1
siate North Carolina code 37 county Bertde code 015
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___ district . pubilic _X_occupied ____ agriculture . museum
_X_bullding(s) X__ private —— unoccupled ____commercial — park
structure — both —_work in progress — - educational _x private residence
— slte Fublic Acquisition Accessible __ entertainment —religious
___object —._in process —= yes: restricted _ __ government ____ sclentific
__ being considered ___ yes: unrestricted — Industrial transportation
—_no —_military . other:

roperty

name Mr, and Mrs, John E. Tyler, II

street & number Qaklena

clty, town Roxobel x_ vicinity of state North Carolina 27872

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.  Bertie County Courthouse

street & number  King Street

city, town Windeor : state North Carolina

G. Representation in Existing Surveys

title has this property been determined elegible? ___ves X __no
date _ federal _____state ____ county ___ local

depositery for survey records

elty, town ; | e state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_x_ excellent ___ deterlorated ____ unaitered 3 orlginal slte
—_ good . ruins _x_. aliered - moved date
— falr — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Ozllana, home of the Tyler family since 1825, stands in the center of a well~landscaped
five-acre grove of cak trees on the north side of North Carclina secondary state road
1249 on the outskirts of the village of Roxobel. The west side of the grove is bordered
by cultivated farmland while a ditch separates the grove from a wood on the north and
east.

Oaklana is a frame, two-and-a-half story, five-bay structure of the Federal period with
an original two-story ell to the rear. The double doorway with transom is sheltered by
a emall pedimented porch supported by four turned columns. The porch was reconstructed
in 1955 on ite original footings with the columns copiedfrom surviving originals; the
voofline was determired from the outline of the old flashing fcund on the slding. The
house retains its beaded siding and features a handsome modillion block cornice on all
sides. A single-ghoulder chimmey of common-bord construction with & freestanding stack
appears at each end of the house and on the.-ell, Nipe-over-nine sash is used on the
first floor and nine-over-six on the second, with the sash of the end elevations being
one pane narrower. All openings are trimmed with mitred architrzve molding. The house
has recelved several additicns which faithfully reproduce the style and detalls of the
house. Atcut 1937 the rear shed porch was made into a modern kitchen and den, and a
wing consisting of a swmall library-office, bedrcom, and bath, was added to the west end
of the house. 1In 1978 a porch, with columns copied from those on the front porch, was
added to the east end of the rear shed.

The plan of the house consists of a large center hall flapked on each side by a single
large room. An enclosed winder stair originally opened from the rear of the hall on
the west wall, and rose against the wall inside the west rcom, Behind the west room
was the ell with a croes hall with enclosed winder stair and a single large room, The
plan of the second floor repeated that of the first floor. 1In 1937 the enclosed stairs
were removed; a graceful curved stair was bullt at the end of the center hall and the
first-floor cross hall was incorporated into the west room while on the second floor
the space was used for a bathroom.

Other than these changes, the woodwork and finish of the house are original, The first
floor is finished with cheathed wainscoting with molded baseboards and chair rails,
ralsed six-panel doors, and mitred architrave molding around the docrs and windows.
Above the doorways are cendle shelves with holes for eleven candles. The trim of the
gecond floor is similar, but lacks the sheathed walnscot. The mantels are of saimple
but handsome vernacular design; all being siightly different, they feature a wide
beaded surround beneath & mclded {rieze supporting a robustly molded shelf, The
mantel of the first floor west room is a replacement, and is cf a three-part design
with pilasters and ralsed paterae.

The first floor hall was at one time painted in imitation of ashlar stone with marbleized
baseboards, and the ceiling of the first floor east room was painted with a star-

shaped medellion and crescent—-shaped corner designs. Algo in this room were two narrow
ledges set dnto the plaster between the two windows on the front and rear walls; these
ledges supported a matching palr of gilt—-frawed mirrors. The plaster of the bouce has
been renewed, but the pine flooring 1e original. Much old glass survives in the windows
and some old hardware rewmains on the doors.



FRR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Serv

=11

ce

ister of Historic
lomination Form

Continuation sheei Description ltem number 7 Page 1

Ordginally, there were many outbuildings located In the grove around the house, but only
the large plank smokehouse and the small deiry survive. Tc the east of the house was
the carriage house and to the west & echeol house; directly behind the house was the
liitchen and the surviving smokehouse and dairy. The privies were located neazy the

ditch on the north side of the grove. In the northwest corner of the grove was the
flower and vegetable garden with a large grape arbor. Beyond this was & large barn,

the stabler, snd clave cabins,

i



significance

Period Areas of Slynificance—Check aryl justity below

___prehistoric  ____ archeology-prehistoric cornmunity planning  __ landscape architecture rel.iginn

__ 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic — conseyvation law —_ science

. 1800-1599 ___ agriculiure — - economlics . literature —_ sculpture

___1600~-1699 _x_ archiieciure —— education —_ military __social/

_ 1700~-1799 ____ art ____ engiheering —__ music humanitarian

% 1800-1899 _____ commerce ___ exploration/settiernent ____ philosophy — theater

1900~ ____communications — industry —_ politics/government  ____ transportation
____ invention ____ other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/drchitect

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

Oaklana was probably. copstructed soon after Perry Cotten Tyler (1788-186¢) rurchased
the property in 1825, and has remained in the Tyler family since that time. Oaklana
has been the home of John E, Tyler-(1850-1930), judge of the Bertie County Inferior
Court; Ernest R, Tyler (1886-1958), prominent lawyer and Solicltor of the Third
Judicial District of North Carolina from 1937 until 1958; and of the present owner,
Johni E. Tyler, II, past president of the Historic Preservation Society of North
Carolira, The house 18 a large and handsome Intact example oif vernacular domestic
architecture . of the.lederal period., Mauy pieces of Tyler family furniture remain

in the house, several cf which weré made by the plantation slave carpenter.

Critevia:

AD

B.

Asgociated with the large-scale antebellum plantation unlt of eastern North Carolina.

Associated with the preminent Tyler family of Bertle County, owner of the property
elnce 1825,

Embodies the distinctive charaeteristice of a prosperous antebellum plantation
home in eastern North Carolina, as well as provides an example of good quality
vernacular domestlc architecture of the Federal period.

Is likely to yleld information concerning thc household activities of an antebellum
plantation family.



FHR—-306 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

istoric
rination For

Continuation sheet ~ Significance ftem number 8 Page 1

Oaklana was built by Perry Cotten Tyler (1788-1866) soon after he purchased a two hundred-
and-forty acre site from Hezekiah Callum in 1825.7 Callum had inherited the property in
1816 upon the death of his father Willis Callum; Willis Callum Bad served as the guardian
of Perry Cotten Tyler upon the death of Tyler's father in 1788. Willis Callum had

owned the property since 1754, and it is thought the Callum home stood directly behind

the present house built by Perry Cotten Tyler. Tyler family tradition maintains that

a Mr. Bazemore was the carpenter who built Oaklana.

Perry Cotten Tyler was the son of Moses and Helen Cotten Tyler of Hertford County. He
was first married to Elizabeth Sutton Harrell and at her death to Celia Creecy Rice Raby.
With his children by both wives, step-children, and in-laws, Tyler maintained a large
household; at the time of the 1850 census eleven people were living in the house. Tyler
was a prosperous planter in a county that supported a large planter class based on cotton
and corn production, The 1850 census recorded Tyler's ownership of 3,000 acres of land
valued at $9,000 on which his 34 slaves raised 5,500 bushels of corn and 4 bales of ginned
cotton.® In 1860 Tyler owned 2,400 acres of land worth $35,000 on which his 35 slaves
produced 6,000 bushels of corn and 48 bales of ginned cotton. Hogs were also raised in
large numbers at Oaklana for sale at the Petersburg, Virginila, market. A charcoal
portrait of Perry Cotten Tyler, done about 1840, is still owned by the Tyler family.

Perry Cotten Tyler died in 1866, leaving the Oaklana property as a life estate to his
widow and at her death, which would occur in 1892, to his youngest child, John Edward
Tyler (1850--1930).9 John E. Tyler was educated at a preparatory school at Franklinton,
North Carolina, before the Civil War and was a student at the United States Military
Academy at West Point. He married Martha Adelia Capehart in 1873, and they spent their
married life at Oaklana where they reared five children. In addition to his farming
interests, Mr. Tyler, a scholar of Latin and Greek, taught at the Roxobel Academy. He
was a published poet and author; after his death a volume of his poems was privately
printed entitled Bertie at Gettysburg and Other Poems. Mr. Tyler also obtained patents
on his numerous inventions involving farm equipment, ordnance, and mechanical tools.
Known for his legal exggrtise, Mr. Tyler served as a judge of the Inferior Court of Bertie

County for many years,

At Judge Tyler's death in 1930, Oaklana was inherited by his youngest son, Ernest R.

Tyler (1886-1958). A graduate of the University of North Carolina law school, Tyler

began his legal career in Roxobel in 1914, A noted trial lawyer in eastern North Carolina,
he was appointed solicitor of the Third Judicial District of North Carolina by Governor
Clyde Hoey in 1937; Tyler was reelected to this position every four years for the rest

of his life.ll 1t was Tyler's wife, Ethel Lelgh Pierce Tyler, who skillfully modernized
Oaklana in 1937 with the additions of a kitchen, bathrooms, and the bedroom wing, all

the changes respecting the integrity of the original house. Mrs. Tyler was a regionally-
known artist, and several of her paintings remain in the house.

John E. Tyler, II the only child of Ernest R. and Ethel Tyler, moved into the house at
the death of his father in 1958. At Mrs. Tyler's death in 1969, John E. Tyler received
title to the property and currently occupies the house. He and his wife, Margaret Long
Tyler, have long been active in historic preservation activities in North Carolina, Ppar-
ticularly in the restoratlon of Hope, the Bertie County home of Governor David Stone.

In recognition of his work at Hope, the Historic Preservation Society of North Carolina
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presented its highest award, the Ruth Coltrane Cannon Cup, to John E. Tyler in 1967; in
1973 the North Carolina Literary and Historical Assoclation presented him the Christopher
Crittenden Cup, Tyler is a past president of the Historic Preservation Sociéty of North
Carolina, and currently serves on its board of.directors as well as on the Tryon Palace
Commission. His son, John Cotten Pierce Tyler, and grandson, Ern%st Rutland Tyler, repre-
gent the fifth and sixth generation of Tylers to live at Oaklana, 2

In addition to the family papers and books remaining in the house, there are many pieces
of famlly furniture at Oaklana, several of which were made there by a slave carpenter
named Charles.1l3 Other descendants of Parry Cotten Tyler also own many pieces of family
furniture no longer at Oaklana.

As the home of six generations of one family, Oaklana has received additions and modern-
izatdion, but remalns an intact example of vernacular Federal domestic architecture,
Although its center-hall plan is a typical eastern North Carolina house form, Oaklana

is distinguished by its spaclousness due to the large size of its rooms and the rear
two~gtory ell, The turned columns of the porch, the modillion block cornice, and the
well-detailed mantels mark the house as the home of a person of memns as well as attest
to the skill of a local builder.

The structure is, of course, closely related to the surrounding environment, Archeoclogical
remains, such as trash pits, wells, and structural remains, which may be present, can
provide information valuable to the understanding and interpretation of the structure.
Information concerning use patterns, soclal standing and mobility, as well as structural
details are often only evident in the archeological record., Therefore, archeological
remains may well be an ifmportant component of the significance of the structure. At this
time no investigation has been done to discover these remains, but 1t is probable that

they exist, and this should be consldered in any development of the property.

Notes:

lThomas Ruffin, Sheriff of Bertile County, to Perry C. Tyler, October 1825, Bertie
County Deeds, Office of the Register of Deads, Bertie County Courthouse, Windsor, Boock BB,
394, hereinafter cited as Bertie County Deeds,

2John E, Tyler, II, "History of Oaklana and Its Residents,' 2-3, unpublished type-
script in the possession of John E, Tyler, II, Roxobel, hereinafter cited as Tyler,
"History of Oaklana." This 34 page documented history is the result of Mr, Tyler's
personal research, recollections from his childhood, and interviews with older relatives.
Copy in the Oaklana file, Survey and Plamnning Branch, Division of Archives and History,
Raleigh.

3William Roberson to Willis Callum, 20 October 1754, Bertie County Deeds, Book H,
168; Tyler, "History of Oaklana," 2. The ancient grove of oaks certainly antedates the
present house, and could have been planted by Willis Callum,

4Tyler, "History ef Oaklana," 30.
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STyler, "History of Oaklana,' 30-31,

6Seventh Censug of the United States, 1850: Bertie County, North Caroclina, Population
Schedule, 54; Agricultural Schedule, 2574 Slave Schedule, 500; microfilm of Natilonal
Archives manuscript copy, Joyner Library, East Carolina Unilversity, Greenville,

7Eighth Census of the United States, 1860: Bertie County, North Carolina, Agricultural
Schedule, 35; Slave Schedule, 153, microfilm of National Archives manuscript copy, Joyner
Library, East Carolina University, Greenville,

8Tyler, "History of Oaklana," 24,

9Tyler, "History of Oaklana,' 3.

lOTyler, "History of Oaklana,' 9-10,
Hyyler, "History of Oaklana," 10-12.
1zTyler, "History of Oaklana,' 12-14,

l3Tyler, "History of Oaklana,' 20.
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Seventh United States Census, 1850, Bertie County, North Carolina, microfilm of National
Archives manuscript copy, Joyner Library, East Carolina University, Greenville.

Tyler, John E,, II, "History of Oaklana and Its Residents," TS., 1980,
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Berrie County Deed Books, Office of the R¢gi@ter of Deeds, Bertie County Courthcuse, Windsor,

Ligth United States Census, 1860, Bertie County, North Carolina, microfilm of National
Archives manuvecript copy, Joyner Library, East Carolina Unlversity, Creerville,

Acreage of nominated property -2_acres

Quadrangle name Kelford Quadrangle scalel: 24000
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Verbal boundary description and WﬁmﬁcgﬁowThe area included in the Caklana nowmdnation is bounded
on the south by SR 1249 and on three sideg by a wooden fence and includes five acres.
This represents the original tract of land associated with the house, its cutbuildings,
and—the surrounding ocsk-grove.

List all states and counties for pmperhes averﬁ&,gﬁr ing state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. For repared By

name/title v rghall Bul]@ck Consultant to_the Mid-East Commission

Survev_ & Pl Enn ng Branch
Archaeology Historic Preservation Section

organization piyiaiopn of Archives & History date August 1980C
§10-733-6545

street & number 109 LEast Jones Street telephone

clty or town Raleigh ’ state North Carolina 27611

12. State ifficer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the siris is:

— natlonal —__ state X incal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for ihe Mational Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8%~
665}, | hereby nominate this property for incluslon In the Hutlonal Register and certify that it has been evalualed
accoerding to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Horitage Conservatpn and Recreation Service.

State Historle Proservation Officer signature

date - 16 October 1980
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