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The ruins of St Philip's Church consist of four relatively intact 
brick walls of a rectangular building measuring 54 by 78 feet The massive 
walls 22 feet, 6 inches in height and 3 feet thick at grade, ,are of Englis 
bond below the water table and of Flemish bond above it. The water table i 
2 feet, 6 inches high The interior walls are laid entirely in English bond 

The most striking feature of the church is the large Palladian window 
opening which was once over the altar and still dominates the east wall of 
the building The semicircular-arched central opening m~asures 15 feet, 4 
inches by 6 feet,S inches and reaches almost to the top of the wall. The 
flanking trabeated section are 11 feet, 1 inch by 3 feet, 10 :irches 

The west wall is pierced only by a large semicircular-arched central 
entrance, the top of which is formed by a double row of headers 0 At 19 fee 
8 inches, it extends nearly the full height of the wall. 

'I' 

The north and south sides of the building are identical Each has a 
symmetrical arrangement cons; Citing of a smaller semicircular-arched e 
(15 feet, 10 inches in he1 L) I flanked by pairs of arched windows (13 feet 
9 1/2 inches in height). All openings are surmounted by arches of rubbed, 
gauged brick 
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The town of Br\Jn~n.vJ.ek,., loc:Jt0~J (H, the (japf.~ Fe;):!::' Riv(;;r fourte8n mi1c8 
from lts mouth, \Alas laid out by t1auri.ceHoore about 1727. When .Bruns,"vick 
County was formed in 1764, Brunswick became the county seat, but by 1779 

the govE.~rmnent offices at: Bt'tHLs'I,Jick had been moved to the plant.ation of 
.John Bell near Loc1{wood's-Fol Bridge, It Is thought th;11: the first 
erected in Brunswick was little mare than a wooden shed which me~surcd 24 
by 16 feet The next church, St. Philip's, was erected there under an act 
of thf~ "General Assembly XXV George III Chapter XIII," dated S(~pt:ember 2.7) 
1751 Rich;Trd ice is thought to have been the bricl:mason, 8nd Thom.ds Dic'c 

was the. chief carpenter.. Huch of the money used to build I.::.he n(-;,\", church Call'8 

from the sale of slaves t81zen frorn a ;)pani.sh privateer's vesse.l. sunk the 
l.ntrepid residents of Brunswick. On Ap:ci.l 17, 1760, the Revc'l::'end john 
McDowell, who was the minister of St. James at Wilmington and St. Philip's 
at the t.ime, wrote to the Secretary of the Society for the PrOI)agCltion of 
the Gospe.1. in London that the brickworl( of St. Philip's \\Tas finished and tJH: 
greater part of t.he roof completed But a feh1 month:; later, progress ~,,7;J8 

halted by an event described by the Reverend 'McDowell: liThe ]:"ooC of the 
ne~,v church <J.t BrU1IS\\dck is ,1,11 f;::d.len clown. , it:. ~vas st'J::,uck with 1 huyjng, 

Itlst, Ju1.yy 8,?d ,afterw".ardS a prOdigiOUS,and ,:imm(~der~te qtwn. :-,ity of rtd.l) LJ1J~'ng 
on :i.t, m~-HJQ It ;-J11 tumbl{;;~ down: 8nd there It 11e8 Just ns It fell." But (-It 
mem~~rs of the parish were detennined to crnnplete their church. In Novembe , 
1 760, tbe Genera 1 Assembly approved a lot te.ry to provide money to fini sh the I 
churcllE::)s l.u ~"'ilmington and Brul'Isv\llck The 10tte.ry v.J&S held a t\1f'~ c.ol1rthou~e 

::i.n Hilmingtou Oil April 25~ 1761., with prizes amounting to bJ,OOO j 
Th(~ church \vas cledi cated on 1iJhi-t Tuesdny, (Hay 2/~), 1768, by the ).(eV(H·, nd 

Hr 8arnett? v,rho IrVd.s ansi nt(~d by the Reverend Hr. \.-J:Llls. At the ,'Jli 0 

the Revolution, the res:i.denls of Bru rG.tired to mon:~. Pt'otf.!eted jl)c:JU,(lns 
Nost of the buildings i.n Bl'unsl;·,ick, including Sf:: Ph1.1:tp's, weee burned 
the British during th(~ WDr, C\nJ the site. gT';:ldua11y b(~came overgrm-vr\ Thf:\ 
church} ""hlch "vas never' rebuilt, now consists 0611' of fOUl' uncovered v7al1s. 

St. Philip's was flHi.s Hajestyfs Chapel in the Colony," \llherc royal 
governoL.~J Dobbs and, Tryon had their O\v\1 specially raised pelti1s installed Ir 
the churc.hyard are buric:,d many of 8runsw:l.c.k' s ci tL i',(~lIS :Jf1l0ng "yhom ;Jl'e 1 
Covcrnor .!\rU\u'!:' Dohbo (1. 75.t'1·",1 '1(5) .~ ;Jnd Alft'cdtvroO'I:"e, justi.ce of the Urdted 
St~at.etl Supreme Court (1799,"1805)" Th:Ls ern:'ly chu)~ch, de::Jcribed in <1761 as 
" t h (~ 1 ,n!':' g est [l n d m 0 S t pre ten t 1. 0 \1 S 1. n t h(~ Pro \l:t 1:1 C e ,If 1. n c 1 0. de d 1. n, 1. t.9 con g l' e 
gnUon 1::",10 royal governors, a pre8:i.dt~!nt of the council, several members of 
the. eO\1nc~il, and othCl" influent.ia.l men of the c.olony. St. Philip's V/i:'\S ci.ted 
by rl'homas T:i.leston Waterman £01':' its lIunusu.ally large .and fine" PallaJian 
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chancel window. Its ruins 'stand as a reminder of a town, long since destroyed, 
which played a vital role in the early history of North Carolina 
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