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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The ruins of St. Philip's Church consist of four relatively intact
brick walls of a rectangular building measuring 54 by 78 feet. The massive
walls, 22 feet, 6 inches in height and 3 feet thick at grade, are of English
bond below the water table and of Flemish bond above it. The water table is
2 feet, 6 inches high. The interior walls are laid entirely in English bond.

The most striking feature of the church ig the large Palladian window
opening which was once over the altar and still dominates the east wall of
the building. The semicircular-arched central opening measures 15 feet, 4
inches by 6 feet, 5 inches and reaches almost to the top of the wall. The
flanking trabeated section are 11 feet, 1 inch by 3 feet, 10 iches.

The west wall is pierced only by a large semicircular-arched central
entrance, the top of which 18 formed by a double row of headers. At 19 feet
8 dinches, it extends nearly the full height of the wall.

The north and south sides of the building are identical. Each has a
symmetrical arrangement consisting of a smaller semicircular-arched entrance
(15 feet, 10 inches in height), flanked by pairs of arched windows (13 feet,
9 1/2 inches in height). All openings are surmounted by arches of rubbed,
gauged brick. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGIIFICAMCE
The town of Brunswick, located on the Cape Fear River fouvtecn miles
from its mouth, was laid out by Maurice Moore about 1727. When Brunswick
County was formed in 1764, Brunswiclk became the county seat, but by 1779
the government offices at Bruuvswick had been moved to the plantotion of

John Bell near Lockwood'a-TFolly Rridge., Tt 1s thought that the fiyst church

erected in Brunswick was little move than a wooden shed which measuved 24
by 16 feet. The next church, St. Philip's, was erected theve undey an act
of the "General Assembly XXV George TII Chapter XITI," dated Seprember 27,

1751, Richard Price is thought to have been the brickmason, and Thamas Dick

was the chief carpenter. Much of the money used to build the new chuvch can
from the sale of slaves taken from a Spanish privoteer's vessel sunk by the
intrepid residents of Brunswick. On April 17, 1760, the Reverend John
MeDowell, who was the minister of St. James at Wilmington and St. Philip's
at the time, wrote to the Secretary of the Society for the Propagation of
the Gospel in London that the brickwork of St. Philip's was finished and thy
greater part of the voof cowpleted., But a few mounts later, progress was
halted by an event described by the Revevend Mchowell: "The roof of the
new chureh at Brunswick is all fallen down. « . , it was struck with lightni
lagt July, and afterwards a prodigious and immoderate quantity of vaio falli
on it, made it all tumble down: and there it lies just as it fell." But thg
members of the parish were determined to complete their church. In Noveémbex
1760,the General Assembly approved a lottery to provide money to finish the
churches in Wilmington and Brunswick. The lottery was held at the courthouy
in Wilmington on April 25, 1761, with prizes amounting to 3,000,

The church was dedicated on Whit~Tuesday, (May 24), 1768, by the Reverq
Mr. Barnett, who was assisted by the Reverend Mr. Wills. At the outbre
the Revolution, the 1esjlonL of Brunswlck re :Od Lo more protected L
Most of the buildings in Bruvswick, including St. Philip's, were burned by
the British during the war, and Lhe site grodually became overgrown. The
church, which wag never rebuilt, now consists ofly of four uncovered walls.

St. Philip's was "His Majesty's Chapel in the Colony,"
goveruors Dobbs and Tryon bad thelr own specially raised pews ingtalled. Tv
the churchyard are buried wany of Brunswick's citizens among whom ave Royal
Governor Arthun Dobbs (1754-1765), and Alfred Moore, justice of the United
States Supreme Court (1799-1805), This early chuwch, described in 1701 as
"the largest and most preteuntious in the Province,'" included in its congre-
potion two voyal governors, a president of the council, several membeirs of
the council, and other influential men of the colony. St. Philip's was cilte
by Thomag Tileston Waterman for its "unusually large and fine' Palladian

where royal

fng,

Dgx’,

i




Form 10-3000 UMITED STATES DEPAL 1 OF THE M TERIOR ot aTE
(July 1969) MATIOMAL PAk¥ SERVICE North GCarolina

MATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |covnTY

Brunswicl
IMVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM runawi ek
’ FOR NP$ USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

1

(Continwuation Sheet)

(Number all oniries) G ) , i o

i . " i . oy
e

8. Significance

. chancel window. Tts ruins stand as a reminder of a town, long since destroyed
which played a vital role in the early history of North Carolina.
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