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At ths end of a dirt road is the home place of (Caphbain Archibald
McCurdy, a farm complex consisting of four major early log buildings and a
few later sgtructuras. The first building at the end of the road is a small
one-story frame cottags built in 190L. About fifty yards behind this (wast)
is the one~stor double-pen log house owned by McCurdy. The oldsr (sout q)
section is of hawn logs with mud chinking and half~dovstailed cornsr twnbe
ing. Thers are central doors, attached with strap hinges, in the sast and
wast walls and a six-light window in the south wall. To the north of the

east door is a sixz-over-six sash window. Both pens rest on large stonss
placed at points of stress. Tha exposed gable of the south pen has lapped
siding. A brick chimney rises at the center of the north wall of the south
pan and is mostly concealed by the second pen which is connacted by inter-
Jocking the logs of the north pen with the corner timbsring of the south
ren. This arrangemsent is secursd with wooden pegs. The roof, covered by
corrugated sheets of matal except for the west side of the south pen whick
is covered by wooden shingles, extends unbroken ower both pens interrupted
only by the central chnimney which cams to ssrve both pans. Ths second pen
is somewhat larger and appears never to hava been chinked but to have hsen
weatherboardad at the time 1t was built. Tha north end retains most of this
weabhgrboarding and also featurss dovetailed corner timbering. This pen
also has central doors, attachsd with strap hinges, in the sast and west
walls with a small four-pane window just to ths south of the east door.:
Thers 1s a central window opening in thes north wall; the sash is wissing
and the window has bsen boarded over.
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The north pen contains a wide fireplace with a pot hook for cooking.

The square fire openlno has vertical shsathing above and to each side, sur-
mounted by a crude, bracketed shnelf. A semi-enclosed stair risss along the
. 8ast wall of this pan@ It has a simple, square newel, plain balusters, and

9&1 ed handrail. Most of the interior walls of this pen have horizontal
thnv sxcept for the wast wall. Access from the north bto south psn is
d1 ough a passageway wast of the chimney. The sxposed facs of the chimney
is gtone at this point. The walls of the south psn are of white-wasnsd
logs. Ths fire opening here is also square and also has a pot hools howsver
it

acks the sheathing of the north room fireplace. There 1s a similar
eted shelf abowve the fireplaca. '
A short distance to the west of the house is a log msat houss, a low,
gabled structure with a wide overhang on ths north gabls end to protact tha
antrance door. quLde the building is a wooden trough usad in salt curin
meabs. Still furthsr west, perhaps thirty yards, is a story-and-a-i 1
torage house . It has corn cribs on each side of a wagon
oft above. The roof is coverad with wooden shingles.
st rnmost pardt, io a two-story dog~trolt barn with a zabls
dg of the roof runs north and s £
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ri outh. A wide shsd voof.
rath the roof eaves, extends around tha'barm« Tha barn
letaly COJCfdd witn woodan shingles.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The McCurdy Log Houss, a notable example of eighteenth century log
construction, is part of a farm complex including a number of other log
structures. Built during the Revolutionary period, it has "@migned for
naarly two centuries in ths ownership of dascendants ofAMc urdy, a farmer-
tradesman who was an officer in ths Continental Line.

Family tradition holds that Archibald McCurdy built his log houss
aboubt 1773, at the time that he married Margaret Sellers. However, tha
sarliest deed found was drawn on March 22, 1783, between Jamzs and Elizaba
Toove to Archibald McCurdy, blacksmith. It was for 180 acras which had bas
granted to Love by the General Assembly in 1752. It lay on tha Rocky Riw
and McCurdy paid 120 pounds current money for ths land and "mines, water-

-ways and housasz."
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McCurdy was born in Anson County on April 16, 1752. Local history
raports that Margaret Ssllers and her fathsr immigrated Trom southern
Pennsylvania to Mecklenburg County following an attack by Indians, during
which sha saw her mother murderpd and her home burnead.

cCurdy enlisted to fight in the Revolution as a private and rosge to
lisutenant in the North Carolina Continental Line. GOV@TPOT Alevandor
Martin commissionzd him a captain in ths First Battalion of the Macklanburg
County Militia in 1782. McCurdy participated in ths battlss of COWDQW“
Hanging Roclk, Camden, and Rogley's Mill. An interesting tradition tells of
Martha overhearing a Britisn and Tory plot to attaclk General Grsen's camo
that same night. She disguised herself in Archibald's clothing and rode

to give warning. Along ths way she passed through a British camp and swam
“a swollen
she found
nearby to

]

her, and the day was saved.

Following ths war McCurdy resumed h 5 trads as bl
maker. He was appointed and ssrvad as Jus*lce of tha

to th2 Worth Carolina CGensral Assembly in 1796, 1797 ar
ramarried at the ags of 75, following the death of Maro
Coodman who was 356 and bore him four children: His home placa hag ¢
ir tha hands of his descsndan®s through the vears and on]v racan
dascanded to ths third gsnevation, owing to the longaviity of McCur

his descendants.
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