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Mill Hill, the home of architect-builder Jacob Stirewalt, is a one­
story, four-bay frame house which derives its exterior distinction from an 
impressive Greek Revival porch that spans the main facade. The.five fluted 
Doric porch columns rest on brick piers and support a stylized entablature 
beneath a hip roof. The area protected by the porch is flush-sheathed. 
The main entrance is flanked by two bays to the east and one to the west. 
The windows have boldly molded frames and six-aver-six sash, and the door 
has tHO leaves ~ each Hi th 8. sin8le ver tical P8TIP J. 'rhp. door is snYl1lonnt p-d 
by a transom with a central lozenge flanked by arrow-shaped elements. The 
t1;\TO-bay gable ends each have an exterior chimney. The east chimney is laid 
in Flemish bond and is quite wide. Large gable windmqs with twelve-over­
tl:'7elve sash flank the chimrrey stRrk:s Rt both gable ends. The west chimney 
is smaller and is laid in common bond. A one-story 1;,Ting 1;vhich is .one bay 
wide and two bays deep has been recently added to the south bay of the west 
gable end. Pilasters support small cornice returns at each corner of the 
house. 

which sits on the edge of a 
A four-bay porch similar to 

unadorned porch frieze is 
the porch has been enclosed 

From the rear it is seen that the house, 
hill, has a full floor at the basement level. 
the front porch extends across the reara The 
supported by square pillars The east bay of 
and the west end is covered by the wing. 

The interior plan consists of an off-center hall with one large room I 

rn 
m 

to the west and two (formerly three) rooms to the east~ The hall has ~ 
vertical sheathing v.7ith a symmetrically molded chair rail and molded cornie > () 

The three-part molded door frames have curious molded bases or feet ~vhich 
appear to be characteristic of Jac~b Stirewalt's work The rear door of th 
hall is a standard six-panel door while the front door has two panels; both 
have flush panels on their interior sides. The rear door also has a tran­
som similar to the front door. 

The interior door architraves of the hall have sym.llletrical molding \;Jitl 
unusual corner blocks decorated with a vine-like "X" pattern. The hall I 

I . contains a 80fa and clock at tribut.ed to Jacob S tire"l;valt. The "l;vest room has. 

I 
vertical sheathing which has a broad, unadorned board at ch8.ir rail height 
and pilasters in each corner of the room as well as on either side of the 
openings. The pilasters support a wide, unadorned entablature. This room 

I has bold, three-part molded architraves and a distinctive but unadorned, 

I 
Greek Revival mantel. 

! 

I 
I 
i 
I 

The east wall of the hall contains three doors; one leads into the 
front rOOIn, the next to an enclosed stair and the third to the rear room. 
The front room originally was divided in half and contains the enclosed 
stair as well as a corner fireplace with a mantel which is Georgian in 
form but which has Greek Revival moldings. It has a molded surround 
framing the square fire opening surmounted by an open ~rieze and molded 
shelf. This is like several mantels found in various houses of the area 
which are attributed to Stirewalt. The window frames of this room extend 
to the floor and conclude with the characteristic molded foot. The 

I extend~d architraves flJnk flat panels placed below the windows. T~o doors, 
L_ .. ~. ____ ~ ____ ~_. _ . _____ ~ ___ ~~~ __ ~ ~ .. _ ~~ ______ . ___ ~_~~ __ 
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side by side, resulting from the removal of the partition, lead to the rear 
room which contains the most elaborate mantel of the house; . it is similar 
in form to that in the front room. It has a three-part architrave framing 
the fire opening. The outer band is a cable molding. of a series of rings and 
the inner band is ornamented with fretwork. On each side the molding term­
inates in the molded foot like those on doors and windo\vs.. Surmounting the 
architrave is a distinctive three-part frieze which has long-necked urns on 
each corner block and, on the center tablet, interlocking, elongated circles 
placed over a lozenge. A dentil course separates the frieze and molded shelf 
which breaks over the center tablet and corner blocks. This mantel is 
featured in Thomas T. Waterman's Early Architecture of North Carolina and is 
described as being characteristic of Stirewalt's work; it recurs,.in slightly 
different form, at other houses credited to him. This room, like th~ front 
room, has a molded cornice; it also has a door with transom (similar to the 
renr door of the hall) leading onto the now-enclosed porch. 

The attic is divided into one large room to the east) which accommodates 
the stair and an organ built by Jacob Stirewalt,and two smaller rooms to the 
Illest. The 14al1s are horizontally sheathed and have symmetrically molded 
architraves with unadorned corner blocks. The two smaller !ooms are painted 
to look as though they have chair rail and wainscot. 
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Hill Hill, described by Thomas T. Waterman as "an essay in pastoral 
classic beauty, II is an interesting Federal-Greek Revival house dignified 
by an impressive Doric porch. It is of special significance as the home 
of Jacob Stirewalt, builder and architect, who is associated by tradition 
and stylistic evidence I.vith a number of notable Federal and Gre.ek Revival 
houses in Cabarrus, Ror,van, and Lincoln counties. Given the present lack 
of documentation of Stire\llalt' s \Ilork, his own house is particularly im­
portant since it contains many architectural features in common with those 
he is credited with building 

On December 28, 1808, Jacob Stirmqalt bought 150 acres located on 
both sides of "Templeton's Mill Creek" in Cabarrus County from David 
Archibald, and James Templeton for $1,300~ Though the deed refers to 
appurtenances, there is no specific reference to an existing house or mill 
Jacob was the son of Johanries Stirewalt, a wagonmaker who had settled on 
Buffalo Creek in nearby Rowan County in 1773 ~fter migrating from 
Pennsylvania. ~\Then Johannes died in 1796, he left his liwagon making tools" 
to his 19-year-old son, Jacob. Jacob, ~\lho married in 1810 and became a 
father in 1811, also served in the War of 1812. On August 4, 1818, he 
bou.ght 272 acres adjoining his previous purchase on Templeton's Mill Creek, 
this time from Phillip Youst for $1,400. The purchase is again with 
appurtenances but \Ilith no specific references Mill Hill is generally 
reputed to have been built in 1821; it is uncertain "l;vhere Jacob and his 
family lived before this date. 

Mill Hill exhibits both Federal and Greek Revival styles and appears 
to have begun as a small house, modestly embellished. Through the years, 
perhaps as Jacobls house building talents expanded, his house achieved a 
more refined finish Thomas T, Waterman describes Jacob Stire"l;llalt as a­
master builder who might be referred to as an architect He points out 
that Stire~valt strictly adhered to local building forms) reserving his 
architectural efforts for the expertly finished trim which appears to be 
charac teris tic of his work~ Stire"l;qalt t s mantels have a char-ac ter of their 
O"l;VQ, and he evidently used Plate 31 from Owen Biddle f s Young Carpenter's 
Assistant fay his stairs; it was a design widely employed throughout 
Piedmont North Carolina. Haterrnan credits Jacob's fathe~, John, as being 
closely connected with their work; however, his death in 1796 precludes 

~a_n_y ___ c_onn_e_c._t __ i_o~n_T_."_i_t_h __ m __ o_s_t_o_f __ th __ e_k_'n_O_'t_ffi __ b_li_i_l_d_i_n __ g __ s_a_s_s __ o_c_l_'_.:l_t_e_d __ \_,'_i_t_h __ t-.-_he_-=-me I 
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Jacob Stirewalt vlaS a man of several talents; in addition to building 
houses, he built furniture, clocks, and one of the first (if not the first) 
organs for a private home in North Carolina. The organ, a sofa, and a clo~k) 
all attributed to Jacob Stire\valt, are still at Mill Hill. It is also said 
that Jacob designed a system for bringing water from the spring at the bottom 
of the hill to the back porch of Mill Hill. It had a cable with buckets 
attached, ,.;hich tv-e;::-e dipped into the spring and drawn up hill to the house by 
a person operati~g a windlass on the porch. The small creek below his house 
is said to have operated Stirewalt's grist mill, saw mill, cotton gin, and 
cording machinery. At the time of his death jacob not only mvned his plan­
tation but maintained a geileral store and post office." Though he"had no 
knm·m formal training in architecture, it is interesting to note that his 
son, John, studied architecture under the nationally noted Ithiel Tm,m. 

Following Jacob's death in 1855, Mill Hill was inherited by Jacob, Jr., 
who lived until 1889. There followed a period of neglect for Mill Hill in 
which the supporting btlildings were lost and the house barely survived. On 
r:fay 28, 1938, the lands of Jacob S tire"l;va1 t I'lere formally divided among the 
beirs; the home tract, I'Thicn fell to Neal Stirecva1t, was purchased on June 6, 
1938, by Jacob Stire~.Jalt, III, who restored the house. The current owners, 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney B. Cooke, purchased Mill Hill from Jacob Stirewalt, IV; 
in January, 1967. 
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Research and architectural description by Charles Greer Su~tlemyre, Jr , 
survey specialist. 

Cabarrus County Rec.ords, Cabarrus County Courthouse, Concord, North Carolina 
(Subgroups: Deeds and \-1ills) @ 

Cabarrus County Records, Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, North 
Carolina (Subgroups Deeds, Wills) 

Rouse, J. K. North Carolina Picadillo_. Privately Printed, 1966. 
Rowan County Records, Rowan County Courthouse, Salisbury~ North Carolina 

(Subgroups: Deeds and Wills). 
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As the des ignated Stale Liaison Officer for the 1'-la­

tlunal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in th.e National Register and certify that it has been 

pvaluClted according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

furth by the National Park ServIce. The recommended 

level of signific80CC of this nomi.nation is: 

Sta te ~ Local 0 

Tille Acting Director, ~ivision of 
Archives and History 

26 ADril 1974 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Na tiona 1 Register. 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

D':l~e ____________________ _ 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date 

* u.s. GOVERNMENT PRINTIHG OFFICE: 1973-729-147/1442 3-1 
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Rowan County Records, Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, North Carolina 
(Subgroups Deeds and Wills). 

Waterman, Thomas T., and Johnston, Frances B. The Early Architecture of North 
Carolina. Chapel Hill, North Carolina: The University of North Carolina 
Press, 1947. 
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