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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mill Hill, the home of architect-builder Jacob Stirewalt, is a one-
story, four-bay frame house which derives its exterior distinction from an
impressive Greek Revival porch that spans the main facade. The.five fluted
Doric porch columns rest on brick piers and support a stylized entablature
beneath a hip roof. The area protected by the porch is flush-sheathed.

The main entrance is flanked by two bays to the east and one to the west.

The windows have boldly molded frames and six-over-six sash, and the door
has two leaves, each with a single vertical panel. The door is surmounted
by a transom with a central lozenge flanked by arrow-shaped elements. The
two~bay gable ends each have an exterior chimney. The east chimney is laid
in Flemish bond and is quite wide. Large gable windows with twelve-over-
tyelve sash flank the chimney starks at both gable ends. The west chimney
is smaller and is laid in common bond. A one-story wing which is one bay
wide and two bays deep has been recently added to the south bay of the west
gable end. Pilasters support small cornice returns at each corner of the

house.

From the rear it is sean that the house, which sits on the edge of a
hill, has a full floor at the basement level. A four-bay porch similar to
the front porch extends across the rear. The unadorned porch frieze is
supported by square pillars. The east bay of the porch has been enclose
and the west end is covered by the wing.

The interior plan consists of an off-center hall with one large room
" to the west and two (formerly three) rooms to the east. The hall has
vertical sheathing with a symmetrically molded chair rail and molded cornicsg.
The three-part molded door frames have curious molded bases or feet which
appear to be characteristic of Jacob Stirewalt's work. The rear door of thd
hall is a standard six-panel door while the front door has two panels; both
have flush panels on their interior sides. The rear door also has a tran-
som gimilar to the front door.

The interior door architraves of the hall have symmetrical molding with
unusual corner blocks decorated with a vine-like "X' pattern. The hall
‘contains a sofa and clock attributed to Jacob Stirewalt. The west room has
vertical sheathing which has a broad, unadorned board at chair rail height
and pilasters in each corner of the room as well as on either side of the
openings. The pilasters support a wide, unadorned entablature. This room
has bold, three~part molded architraves and a distinctive but unadorned,

Greek Revival mantel.

The east wall of the hall contains three doors; one leads into the
front room, the next to an enclosed stair and the third to the rear room.
The front room originally was divided in half and coutains the enclosed
stair as well as a corner fireplace with a mantel which is Georgian in
form but which has Greek Revival moldings. It has a molded surround
framing the square fire opening surmounted by an open frieze and molded
shelf. This is like several mantels found in various houses of the area
which are attributed to Stirewalt. The window frames of this room extend
to the floor and conclude with the characteristic molded foot. The

extend>d architraves fiank flat panels placed below the windows. Two doors)
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side by side, resulting from the removal of the partition, lead to the rear
room which conktains the most elaborate mantel of the houses ‘it is similar

in form to that in the front room. It has a three-part architrave framing
the fire opening. The outer band is a cable molding of a series of rings and
the iuner band is ornamented with fretwork. On each side the molding term-
inates in the molded foot like those on doors and windows. Surmounting the
architrave is a distinctive three-part frieze which has long-necked urns on
each corner block and, on the center tablet, interlocking, elongated circles
placed over a lozenge. A dentil course separates the frieze and molded shelf
which breaks over the center tablet and corner blocks. This mantel is
featured in Thomas T. Waterman's Early Architecture of North Carolina and is
described as being characteristic of Stirewalt's work; it recurs,.in slightly
different form, at other houses credited to him. This room, like the front
room, has a molded cornice; it also has a door with transom (similar to the
rear door of the hall) leading onto the now-enclosed porch.

The attic i1s divided into one large room to the east,which accommodates
the stalr and an organ buailt by Jacob Stirewalt,and two smaller rooms to the
west. The walls are horizontally sheathed and have symmetrically molded
architraves with unadorned corner blocks. The two smaller rooms are painted
to look as though they have chair rail and wainscot.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mill Hill, described by Thomas T. Waterman as ‘'an essay in pastoral
classic beauty,' is an interesting Federal—-Greek Revival house digniried
by an impressive Doric porch. It is of special significance as the home
of Jacob Stirewalt, builder and architect, who is associated by tradition
and stylistic evidence with a number of notable Federal and Greek Revival
houses in Cabarrus, Rowan, and Lincoln counties. Given the present lack
of documentation of Stirewalt's work, his own house is particularly im-—
portant since it contains many architectural features in common with those
he is credited with building.

'On December 28, 1808, Jacob Stirewalt bought 150 acres located on
both sides of "Templeton's Mill Creek' in Cabarrus County from David,
Archibald, and James Templeton for $1,300. Though the deed refers to
appurtenances, there is no specific reference to an existing house or mill.
Jacob was the son of Johanmes Stirewalt, a wagonmaker who had settled on
Buffalo Creek in nearby Rowan County in 1773 after migrating from
Pennsylvania. When Johannes died in 1796, he left his "wagon making tools'
to his 19-year-old son, Jacob. Jacob, who married in 1810 and became a
father in 1811, also served in the War of 1812. On August 4, 1818, he
bought 272 acres adjoining his previous purchase on Templeton's Mill Creek,
this time from Phillip Youst for $1,400. The purchase is again with
appurtenances but with no specific references. Mill Hill is generally
reputed to have been built in 1821; it is uncertain where Jacob and his
family lived before this date.

Mill Hill exhibits both Federal and Greek Revival styles and appears
to have begun as a small house, modestly embellished. Through the years,
perhaps as Jacob's house building talents expanded, his house achieved a
more refined finish. Thomas T. Waterman describes Jacob Stirewalt as a
master builder who might be referred to as an architect. He points out
that Stirewalt strictly adhered to local building forms, reserving his
architectural efforts for the expertly finished trim which appears to be.
characteristic of his work. Stirewalt's mantels have a character of their
own, and he evidently used Plate 31 from Owen Biddle's Young Carpenter's

Assistant for his stairs; it was a design widely employed throughout

Piedmoat North Carolina. Waterman credits Jacob's father, John, as being
closely connected with their work; however, his death in 1796 precludes
any connection with most of the known buildings associated with the name
of Stirewalt.
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Jacob Stirewalt was a man of several talents; in addition to building
houses, he built furniture, clocks, and one of the first (if not the first)
organs for a private home in North Carolina. The corgan, a sofa, and a clock,
all attributed to Jacob Stirewalt, are still at Mill Hill. It is also said
that Jacob designed a system for bringing water from the spring at the bottom
of the hill to the back porch of Mill Hill. It had a cable with buckets
attached, which were dipped into the spring and drawn up hill to the house by
a person operating a windlass on the porch. The small creek below his house
is said to have operated Stirewalt's grist mill, saw mill, cotton gin, and
cording machinery. At the time of his death Jacob not only owned his plan-
tation but maintained a general store and post office.. Though he had no
known formal training in architecture, it is interesting to note that his
son, John, studied architecture under the nationally noted Ithiel Town.

Following Jacob's death in 1855, Mill Hill was inherited by Jacob, Jr.,
who lived until 1889. There followed a period of neglect for Mill Hill in
which the supporting buildings were lost and the house barely survived. On
May 23, 1938, the lands of Jacob Stirewalt were formally divided among the
heirs; the home tract, which fell to Neal Stirewalt, was purchased on June 6,
1938, by Jacob Stirewalt, ITI, who restored the house. The current owners,
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney B. Cooke, purchased Mill Hill from Jacob Stirewalt, IV,
in January, 1947.
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