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The plan of the second floor is identical to that of the first, and the
trim is similar. At the rear of the hall, corresponding in both appearance an
location to the rear entrance of the first story, is a door leading to the
upper floor of the rear porch. An enclosed stair at the east end of the hall
leads to the attic. The east bedroom mantel, of simple Federal design, has
deeply fluted pilasters supporting a plain frieze and a wide molded shelf.

The mantel in the west bedroom is a simplified version of this. The small rog
directly behind this serves as a dressing room. ' '
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Belden-Horne House is a two-and-one-half-story structure covered
with plain weatherboards, three bays wide and four bays deep. A hip roof
extends over the main east facade to cover a two-story porch. Side and reax
additions have been constructed. An elegant, intricately detailed iron
fence encloses the narrow, well-planted front and side yards which shild
the residence from the commercial development that surrounds it.

In the north bay of the main facade of this late Federal structure is
a fine Palladian entrance. On each side of the eight-panel door are five-
pane sidelights, flanked by fluted pilasters that support a molded cornics.
Beneath each sidelight is a flat panel. The arch above the door features a
six-point fanlight and is framed by a wide molded architrave punctuated by
a molded keystone. The rest of the windows have simple architraves, pro-
jecting molded sills, louvered shutters, and nine-over-nine sash. Thse
window in the central bay in the second story of the main facade is floor-
length, allowing easy access to the second floor of the porch.

o

The porch is supported at both levels by simple pillars and enclosed a
the pper level by a plain balustrade. The lower floor, which is not enclos
is only slightly above ground lewvel. Two pedimented dormers with louvered
openings project from the roof on the north and south sides. On the south
side of the house is a smooth single-shoulder exterior brick chimney, laid
in common bond, and an interior brick chimney is located in the southwest
corner. The molded caps of both chimneys appear to have been rebuilt. In
the rear, iembedded within thé northwest corner of the main block ‘at’'the sec-
ond story, is a two bay porch... To the north a one-story frame wing was
added later in the nineteenth cen tury.

The interior of the Belden-Horne House has a side-hall plan two rooms
deep, a parlor in the front and a dining room to the rear. Molded base-
boards and simple architraves around windows and doors occur throughout the|-
house. Fluted Doric pilasters support a molded plaster arch with a plain
keystone which separates the front and rear halls. The stair rises in a
single flight against the north wall in the hall. The plain balusters,
square in section, and molid handrail are original, but the newel is a re-
placement. Simple scroll brackets enrich the open string, and the spandrel
is flat-paneled. In both the front and rear entrance door is a six-light

transom.

Deep plaster cove cornices occur in the two larger rooms on this floon,
and the window architraves of these rooms extend to the floor, framing flatl
panels. The mantels in these two rooms are identical, each having molded
pilasters flanking the architrave around the rectangular opening. Below
the molded shelf is a wide frieze with flat-paneled center and end blocks.

Directly behind the dining room is a small study. The unpainted pine mantgl

in this room (served by the same chimney as is the dining room mantel) is
placed asymmetrically on the projecting chimney breast, and is of similar
character to the other mantels in the house, with plain pilasters, an un-
adorned frieze with end blocks, and a molded shelf.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Belden-Horne House was built by Simeon Belden shortly after the
disastrous Fayetteville fire (May 29, 1831) destroyed his earlier dwelling,
which was located on the same site as the present house. Robert (€. Belden,
son of Simeon and Emily E. Belden (both dead by 18L1), was heavily in debt
by 1841, and his father's house on Green Street was sold at public auction
on March 5, 1841, to Benjamin W. Robinson, a Fayetteville doctor.

Dr. Robinson received boarding patients at his home for treatment, as
a result of which the house is said to have been the first hospital in
Fayetteville.  Dr. Robinson died intestate, his estate being inventoried
in 1857. The house, however, remained in the hands of his family until
November 27, 1885, when ten members of his family sold the house and lot
on the "west side of Green Street" to Henry Ruffin Horne. Horne operated
a drug store in Fayetteville for many years. The Belden-Horne House is
currently owned by Mrs. S. Ruffin Horne, whose husband was the son of

Henry Ruffin Horme.

The side hall plan of the Belden-Horne House and its fine Federal de-
tail reveal the urban sophistication of Fayetteville in the early nineteent}
century. This structure and the Kyle House, locabted across the street, are
the only remaining private residences on CGreen Street, which was once the
most elegant residential avenus in the city and one of the principal prome-
nades for its residents. These two dwellings preserve the domestic archi-
tectural scale amid the multi-level commercial buildings which now dominate

the arsa.
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