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The Nimocks House) a orie-and-a-half story frame dVlelling vrith a gable 
:toof) rests on a brick pier foundation The single central interior chimney 
located in front of the roof ridge, features a stuccoed band around the stac 
just belOl-J the cap . The house is covered with beaded weatherboards. A tin 
roof has been added. ~ 

The main (Iv-est) facade is five bays wide with a central entrance protec 
by a one-bay pedimented porch supported by relatively modern Doric columns .. 
Under the pord1 the front wall is covered with horizontal flush boards and 
is flaill(ed by original engaged posts that show the profile of the original 
h~~drail that was replaced by an elaborate sawn balustrade. The main entran e 
is quite Hell-executed, containing a flat-paneled double door framed by 
reeded pilasters with molded caps and bases. Over the door is a delicate f 
light Hith a spiked sunburst at the center of the base with radiating muntin. 
The fanlight is framed by a molded architrave with keystone.. The remaining 
bays contain large windows with rine-over-nine sash.. On the front side of 
the roof above each first-story window is a pedimented dormer containing 
slightly smaller nine-over-nine sash. 

m 
m 

The main cornice with an unusually deep overhang is a twentieth century z 
addition. It returns on each side of the house. Both the north and south ~ 

ends have three Windows at the' first level, two in the gable, and a relative'y ~ 
modern diamond-shaped louvered vent near the apex. The slight changes in th 

;0 
cornice and "t.~e addition of the vents are documented by an early twentieth 
century photograph of the rouse showing the original treatment •. 

The rear facade is also five bays wide but with a slightly off-center 
entrance containing a Greek' Revival door and a later two-light transom.. The 
molded archnrave 'around the door appears to be original. The shed porch is 
supported by four chamfered posts with a beaded handrail square in section. 
There are five gable dormers above' the porch .. 

The interior plan of the Nimocks House, centered around the massive 
chimney, includes an entrm1ce hall located in front of the shaft and a large 
parlor on either side. Behind the chimney is a central square stair hall 
flanked by rectangular unheated rooms. Although quite small, the entrance h 
features some of the extremely delicate vernacular ornament that is found 
throughout the house. The main entrance is set in narrow reeded reveals and 
framed by slender reeded pilasters. The reeding is repeated in the cornice, 
which is also adorned with a diagonal pierced motif. 

The south parlor is finished \n th '-JaIls plastred above a: wainscot 
composed of a molded ornamented with two rows of 
and a dado The 
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The north parlor, also'finished in imaginative vernacuk fashion, has a 
flat-paneled dado below~a molded chair rail accented by vertical gougework 
forming a horizontal wave pattern. A heavy molded band dominates the cornice 
,v-hich also feature s a frieze decoration tation a 
garland-and-tassel design. 

The smaJJ.er rear rooms on the rear of the house are less elaborately 
finished than the main parlors, each having plaster walls, a flat-paneled 
wainscot, and a dentil cornice. 

The most unusual room in the house is the rear hall, which contains a 
curious, partially enclosed barrel stair. It rises from the west side of 
the hall and is closed after the sixth step. The first six treads end in 
delicate foliate brackets and are enclosed by a balustrade consisting of a 
rounded handrail, balusters square in section, and a spiral newel. The stair 
continues with the winders enclosed by a solid plastered balustrade with a' 
rounded handrail. The stair opens again near the second level and has a 
ramped balustrade ending in a sq~are secondary newel. This arrangement 
continues to the attic. 

The finished attic contains two rooms lighted by the dormer windows. 
Both have walls plastered above a wainscot consisting of a narrow molded 
chair rail and a dado made up of two horizontal flush boards. Each room 
contains a fireplace with a small closet on the east side.. The mantel in 
the north room is of plain three-part Federal design with the only embellish­
ment being horizontal reeding on the central tablet In the south room 
the rectangular fireplace opening is framed by a molded architrave adorned 
with bands of diagonal reeding. Above the architrave are truncated end 
blocks and a central tablet bordered by linear ,gougework. 
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o 20th Century 
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The Nimocks House, is thought to have been built by Duncan MacLeran 
about 1804 on 2~ acres he.purchased from Mark Russell in July of 1797. The 
price increase--from 67 pounds, 10 shillings, of North Carolina's currency 
in 1797, to $2,000 in February, 1818, when Duncan MacLeran sold lI one acre, 
more or less,1I to James Baker--indicates that a substantial house was 
probably built on ~reproperty while Duncan MacLeran owned it. This 
supposition is supported by local tradition, which says that the house was 
built in 1804. 

James Baker, who is reputed to have bought the house for his bride, 
Mary Catherine Broadfoot, sold the house and 1 1/6 acres surrounding it 
to Charles T. Gardner in October of 1845 The Baker family is thought to 
have continued their residency through 1848. In December, 1849,. Charles T. 
Gardner sold the house to Josiah E. Bryan, who kept the house only until 
October, 1852, when he sold it to Charles T. Haigh, a prosperous businessman 
The house remained in the Haigh family until Kate M. Haigh (widow of Charles s 
son, William) sold the house to Annie L. Nimocks in March, 1893. The FayettE 
ville Woman's Club bought the house from the Nimocks estate in 1966. This 
purchase was the first step in the establismnent of Fayetteville's Heritage 
Square, which now includes three buildings, all owned and maintained by the 
Woman's Club--the MacLeran-Sanford House (Woman's Club), the Oval Ballroom, 
and the Nimocks House. 

The Nimocks House, an excellent example of "Upper Cape Fear River 
architecture,1t is distinguished by its imaginative vernacular details, notab:e 
among which is its interesting barrel stair, which is probably unique in the 
state. The house is particularly remarkable because it is one of the few 
buildings in the city that antedates the disastrous fire of 1831, which 
destroyed much of Fayetteville. 

--- ~-- . \ ------

.:. 

.' . 
. . 

o 

: .~" 

..' 



[!. __ ~~!_~~~ \~ R t\ PHI CAL RE FER ENe E S 

CUil1berlcLl1d COW1ty Records, CUJ11berlall.d County Courthouse, Fayetteville, 
North Carolina, Office of the Register of Deeds (Subgroups Deeds, 
Hills) 

Cumberland COW1ty Records, State Department of Archives and History, Raleigh 
North Carolina. (Subgroups Dffiis, Wills) 

Oats, John A The Story of Fayetteville and the U:e:eer Ca:ee Fear. Charlotte 
North Carolina The Dowd Press, Inc. , 1950. 
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