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RIS:=: THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Liberty Row is a block of fourteen brick row buildings located on the 
ncr'th side of Person street in Fayetteville, bounded on the west by Narket 
Square and on the east by Liberty Point) the triangular eastern termination 
or the block The oldest structure in the rOTN is the Liberty Point Store, 
a Federal period building ~vhich abuts the point; the remaining small Vic­
t:Jria.D stores were buil t be t-ween 1846 and 1916 

The Liberty Point Store Was Obviously a pretentious structure, as 
8'TtdeDced by its prominent site, its imposing size (five bays ~vide and three 
deerJ)) and by tl1B fact thatcil.l three of the visible brick elevations lfiTere 
originally laid in Flemish bond The bond of the north and south elevations 
has been partially al tered) leaving only that of the east end intac t The 
~'TO-\story building is lfiTedge-shape-d to conform to the trapeZOidal si te formed 
by the intersection of Person Street ~vi th BOTN Street The 1;'Test elevation 
fr)l~il1S a party w'all ~,Tith the adjqining building The south slope of the 0 

cJn.stTucted roof has t~vo planes) ~vhile the north slope lIas a single plane 
Th~ south slope of the east half of the roof is covered wi th standing-seam m 

t,lD) and the north slope of the east half 81ld the entire 1;v8 st half are coverelcl. m 
T"Tith c:omposi tion shingles 'The brick ends aTe parapeted, ijlTi th UrIO chimneys I 
TJi th molded caps riSing from the apex of each parapet The east [3ide parapet 
1'e te,:!.ns the original brick coping The building has been di vided into tr"ro 

3) and the main (south) facade on Person Street contains tTI,TO simple 
t::;,]"entiath centul"Y Ti\Tood and glass store fronts,. The east store front is 
flalll{ecl by pressed tin pilasters bS8.ring the seal of a Chattanooga foundry 
compgny" Six-over-six sash 1;,TindorJlTS illuminate the structure 'The main I 

f - de T"rindm')"s h211e sandstone sills and sandstone flat arche s ~\ri th keys tone J .. 
I f) 

l'1.k:J north elevation originally contained a door in each outside bay of the I 
first story and ~'Jindc'j1Js in the remaining first-story bays; each second-stor-~ 
op8Eing is surmounted by a flat brick arch Several of the se<_open-ings have 
bsen hricked up and nelilT ones added The door openings originally located 
in 3~1 t:,he first-story bays of the east side elevation have been closed up 
Th3s8c'Jnd-story ij'Ti:nc1o~\TS of this elevation are finished like those of the 
maLl facade The north and south elevations contain a' three-course brick 
co cornice, terminated at the east end by sandstone corner blocks. 

'Th~ fi~st ~~oor has been repe~,tedly altered to ac~o~odate various . .J..l I 
\::::()~Gi1c:lrC:l.a.l ftmCTlons The second iloor was remodeled In uhe early uventl8 l'9 
cen probably ii,Then the structure ~'Ja!s div-i.ded The only element of the I 

arch:i. tAC tural finish of this level th..a. t appears to be original is the small I 
THaIl -b31 in the center room of t..~e east half of the building The slender 
~)IJ::..'ic pilasters) iilJida frieze board, and simply molded cornice and shalf of 
C;lfJ F13.nt81 possibly date from the late Federal period The attic is un-

shecL In the b8.S8 of trE section of each chirrnley IJ\Thich passas through 
Ul,:1 +.ic is a sUlall ree tangular opening 

the r~3mainder of thi=J buildings in the rO~;J- share party -s,Talls J and) HiGh 
thH e::,::c:3ption of one three-story building) are h,m stories tall Five of 
th:::E:l b:_lildings (nGmber' 101-103., 109) Ill} 113-115:; a:n.d 129 Person Street) 
:=:prJr::~~lr to have bt~en built in the mid-nineteenth century} e:u"ld ar9 similar in 
["](Tr. the Libe:L~t.y Point S Gore v,D. th parapeted gable roofs and six-aver-six 
S=~S~.I -;rLndm,rs. (101~I03 and III are conc3aled behind neliV' fa.cades) Some 
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of the original facades are laid in Flemish bond and some in ona-to-three 
common bond, and several have sandstone window' sills and lintels and brick l 
corbel cornices A number of the store fronts are framed by pilasters bearinl 
the manufacturing seal of "C--eorge 1 Hesker Comp~1.Y, Iron ~'Torks, Evansirille, 
Indiana 11 The remaining eight buildings in the row, slightly taller than the 
gable-roof stores, haiTa flat roofs, and 1;1]"8re built between 1896 and 1916 
Six of these (numbers 107, 127, 131, 133, 135, 137~139) retain their Italianaie 
Revival and Roma..'1esque Revival commercial facades The dominant arc hi tectural 
features of this group are the prominentVlrindow trim of the upper level and 
the ornamental bricf0;l)"ork cornices Numbers 133 and 135 Person Stre8t are 
Romanesque Revival in style, TJlrith segmental-arched 1j'Iindows at the upper level' 
and arcaded brick corbel cornices Number 107 Person Street, the Cumberland 
Furniture Company, is the most pretentious of this group L~e upper level of 
the store is covered vITi th a pressed-tin facade featuring pairs of engaged 
Doric colonnettes Hhich flank the second-story lJ'rindows and a decorative main 
corr..iee terr:linated on each end by a corbel post The simple ,'TOoden street 
l'3vel store front is flariked by cast-iron pilasters Since tl1e photograph 
r"lasmcLd8) the two-story brick structure v,Tith tall bracketed cornice (between 
l1fcNeil1 Tailor Shop and Liberty tunch) has been taken dO'ilill 
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3Tt,TEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE . 

Liberty RO~T, a reminder of FayetteVllle1s importance as an early trade 
center, is one of the most cohesive nineteenth century comme:r;cial rOTJlIS in 
North Carolina, Hi th examples of vernact!-llar Federal, Italiana:te and Roman­
esque ReviiTal styles. The earliest is :Liberty Point Store, a handsome 
Federal period structure and a Fayetteville landmark Of considerable 
historical interest is the point itself, a vestige of early street patterns 
9nd the site of the Liberty Point Resolves of Jlme 20, 1775 

The north side of the first block of Person street comprises the 
oldest commercial district in Fayetteville and is a historically and archi­
tecturally unique area of the ci ty. The row reflects the reorientation of 
tlj.8 city folloTpTing the Revolution) when the t~,TO tor"ms of CampbelltoTtlnj the 
Highland Scot settlement at the head of the Cape Fear River, and Cross 
Creek, a Scottish village on the Cross Creek, in the present Narket Square 
iricini ty, merged in 1783 to form Fayetteville A grid street pattern waS 
superimposed on the picturesque topographic street pattern Tifhich had evolve 
clu.ring· the eighteenth century" This city plan laid out Person Street (the 
e. ast arm of )yla~"ke t Square), Ti,Thich extends direc tly from the Harke t House 
at the center of Harket Square to the Cape Fear River Business activity 
shifted from BO~T street, the narrow curved street behind Person street 
lj"hich had been the main street of the Cross Creek settlement, to Person 
S ~,reeto 

Liberty Point, the triangular plot formed by the acute intersection 
of Person and Bow streets, is cherished locally because of its historical 
association On June 20, 1775, the Liberty Point Resolves, i;vhich declared 
the support of CU_r:J.berland County citizens to the continenta~ cause Here 
adopted on this site -' then a much li,rider pointo The Liberty Point store:> 
the Federal style comm.ercial building ~'Thich borders the site on the 1;'Test, 
abuts both streets and is actually a transi tional buildir.gin the reorienta­
t..iOr.L Fayetteville ci tizens have long assumed the store to be the building 
in T"rhich the mee ting occurre but this s true ture and th8 re st of the 

! .LLJ3 Hmv buildings pos tdate 1783 The Liberty Point 5tore J hOT,rever) 
I is,'.th~ ol:1es~1 bui~ding in ~ioerty Rm'T and the (~ldes~ kno.Trffi cOITIITlereial .- I 
I t)1J:~c1111g In lA18 Cl t?' -' an~ lS a s~bol of ~he hlstorlc. e vent to. F'.:tyettev:LLle 
I '=:J.. 01.Zen8, Its SLU"Vl val lS e.xplalned partlally by thelr attantlon and I 

I 
partially by neglect;> for this area has been a depressed commercial districi 

I most of the tMenti'3th century. . I 
I I 
I __ ~ 
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The date of the store is uncertain In 1817 .Ann R .. Quince sold the point 
lot to Elisha Stedman, a prominent Fayetteville busine ssman, for $4,000 (a 
price probably indicating a building on the premises) An 1831 fire leveled 
much of the commerci<li district, but the merchants of this block announced 
their return to their former stands in local neTJlTspapers immediately follmrrng 
the fire On January 11,1833, six months following the fire, Elisha Stedman1s 
execu tor sold "a brick tennament [sic] occupie d by C .. J Haigh TJ'Ti th land to 
the point" for $2)425 to John Kelly.. This is the earliest knoTtJn deed reference 
to the Liberty Point Store This brick tenement could have been a neTJ'I" structur 
buil t after the fire, the rebuilt struc ture -' or the partially burned structure 
In 1842, the year in 1j1Thich John Kelly conveyed the Liberty Point lot containinb 

a I1brick House fI to his niece Catherine Daily -' he ~Tas taxed for this lot and 
building) referred to in the tax lists as the "Liberty Point brick store, !I for 
$2.,000. Thus by 1842 the building 1i'TaS already known as the Liberty Point storel" 
It3 original func tion is unknoTJ'm The h,TO knowl1 early owners, Stedman and 
Kel~:Tl 1'18re both prominent busine ssmen lj,Ji th widespread investments in the ' 
booming neT,i tm)jn.. Kelly, a Healthy Irish Catnolic immigrant) 4'Tas a leading 

tt8ville im.porter) Clnd it is p03sible that the Liberty Point Store Has 
ret:lil Gstablisbrlent .. 

This ar8a "Ha.S a vital commerci~tl district during the nineteenth century .. 
tteville J si tuated at the head of one of the fe];1T navigable rivers in ths 

3t:::t to I,'Jas one of the chief c8nters for the distribll tion of goods in and out 
of sIe.stern North Carolina Liberty Hm'T, nicknamed flHobber s ROT"r!! in the early 
nint3 teen th century because of the ablmdance of shops, ~'Tas also a craft center 
The l>rorkshops of the silversmi ths and pewterers who practiced in Fayetteville 
in thd late eighteenth cmd early nineteenth centuries tvere clustered here 

aV3.tion in the basements of several of the Liberty ROTJ'T stores has revealed 
trace:3 of their presence Dr George Barton Cutten! s study of The Silversmiths 
of North Carolina, sho"HS that these craftsmen migrated into the South from the' 

, NSiiJ England and HidcUe Atlantic states tv-hen their profession became overpop-
ulated As a rasul t of this research and subsequent study, Fayetteville is 
nOi:'T bSGoming recognized as a major southern center of their activity" 

In addition to the devastating 1831 fire., fires in 1845 and 1846 destrOyedl' 
much of the rebuilt r01i{;t although till se fires started from Narket Square and 
aPP3Ti:;ntly spared the Liberty Point store" The solid rm'T of' gabled brick 

II ,stores Here built after the last major fire in 1846 Deed research on Number I 

1

129 Person Street-: one of this group, indicated that the store ~vas frin progress ll 

1 1)11 t 20, 1846; thus the mrr1er must have begun reconstruction J.Tnmediately 
!.~ the July 2'2) 1846, fire The others T,\Tere probably constructed 

I 
sa.me period~ T11eir brick construction and brick parapet lj,ralls 

njf18(~t the attempt at fireproof construction. This gable rm,T survived intact 

I
I until late ninete~'3nth century, when the Italianate cOmIDerci<li structures 
"bro}'>::: j_nto the stre8tsc~De Progress Has arre.sted by the eal"ly tHentieth 

I
ce shift of the mclin commercial district to F~y Street) the continuation 
of r',=)T's:JTI street \ilTest of Narket Square, and the buildings of Liberty HO~'T have 

I (' 1, ~"~ '-',:; ,_1 J -i ttl Cl -.'. f"',cl t' iC} .,h-i "c·t ~~~:.,~:,?~~" ___ -'- I -v oln~ -J ._n ___ .~_0 ___ ~_.l ___________ ~ ______ . ___________ ---' 
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A significant physical feature in the Liberty Rmv streetscape which has 
nO'4 disappeared is the alley, indicated on an 1825 map, tv-hich cut diagonally 
through the middle of the tri3..J.igular block linking Person and Bow4 stree ts A 
building) number 113-115 Person Street, lPTaS constructed in the neck of the 
2~ley in the mid'-nineteenth century An open passageway ~vas left, hm"ever) 
through the first-story east half of the building The remainder of the brick 
arch \;,rhich spanned the rear half of the building, forming the rear entrance, 
is "risible u,rithin the northeast rear bay~ This passage1ivayis nati blocked off 
;:tnd used as commercial space It appears tl'1at the passagetvay preserved the 
:t'H'ci,!=:tical mid~rm'T access from Person Street to Bm" Street (for pedestrian 
tl'3j'fiG) al though not for street traffic .as li-TaS originally possible) 

GPO 92(,/' 4 



HeSda::c"ch and architectural descrip s, survey t 
CUII1berland COl ... mty Records, Cmnberland Fayettev"ille, 

G3.rolina, Office of the Hegister of Deeds (Subgroups Deeds,TI1Jills) 
C-urnberlaDd County Records, Office of Archives and History, Raleigh, North 

C:lrolina (Subgroup s Dee ds -' v1Ti11s) .. 
c~~ttonJ George Barton The Silversmi ths of North Caro1in::L. Raleigh, North 

Carolina State Department of Archives and History, 1948 
Fayetteville Sauthier }lIap of Cross Creek, 1770, lYlcRae lYIaD of 

ttevil18) 1885, North Caroiina Division of Archives and R~cords 

i\S the des igoaled State Liaison Officer for the Na­

ti·JClc.J. Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Pub1i.c Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in ';:oe ]\I ationa 1 Register and certify that it has been 

pVcLLuateu according to the c-iteria and procedll res set 

rGdh by the National Park SerVlce. The recommended 

!ev,,:l of stgnificance of this nomination is: 
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o 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of Archeology and i:liatorie Presan7 E1tion 

ALlEST: 

Keeper of The National RegL:;ter 

Dat~ 
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nlus. 5 Streetscape ... • north side . looking west 


