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One of the most outstanding Greek Revival country houses in 
area, \.Jes tlawn was built by two pr?minent local builders Ruffin and Chris 

in their career Situated behind giant magnolia trees Westlawn 
less than an acre of land 1;lTith one surviving outbuilding a smokehouse 
and house plans are of the Vaughn brothers des with 
to the rear forming a U-shaped courtyard and ac.centuated by a DITO-rOOm 
corner of the house. Both Westlawn and the nearby Fair Oaks 
design however\ves tlawn is varla tion of the farm 

on the site The site 
the outbuildings placed 
ell at each rear 
this building 

Basically Wes tlmm is a simple Ovo-s tory frame d1;'7elling ",li th a double-pile cen ter-hall pI 

d d i 1 b { k fOll.ndation since The house is covered by a hip-an stan.s on a typ ca r~c 

roof sheathed "l.vi th s tanding seam tin and skirted by a simple box cornice and a plain frieze 

b d Th t t f the front facade is protected also by a hip roof porch an . e s-ory 0 

suppor by columns A balu8tl~nde further defineB the porch.. vJhat was once 
an open one-s tory porch at the rear has since been hm;lever the colunms and 
openings have not been disturbed The central entrance is framed by 
mul overhead transom surmo a Ie raised panel, 
etched and cut original s The entrance surround 
Gree.k Revival one wi th a s each side of the double doorway 
sash window has six-aver-six lights and a Greek Revival surround 

To the west is located a used for a which may very vllell havi 
been an addition to the main house not long after its completion Each face of the 
front bay is elabora defined tvith a horizontal panel surmounted a 'ltlindm'l framed 
to each side by paneled ters which support sawn These brackets 
support the deep cornice overhang for not only the bay but also s principal roof 

Originally there was a t"\vo-room strllcture at each rear corner of the dwel one of 
these survives According to a 1930 Sanborn insurance map the one to the southeast was an 
independent building which probably served as a separate diningroom/ki tchen This building hal 
since been removed from the si te To the south'l:!les t the companion tvlo~roorn ell is connected 
to the dwelling and repeats the simple exterior detailing A hip roof porch extends along 
part of the west facade and t is supported by square posts vJith tals A 
balustrade further defines the porch 

The interior following n center-hall plan characterized by 
the simple Greek Revival de The hall is divided into a more formal front, hall and 
a rear stairhall Each room entered from the front hall has massive six 
A lattice gallery extends across each interior doorway in the front hall 
the front and rear hall The stair which rises from front-to-back has handsome and beauti-
fully turned ne\.Jel and balus ters wi th a molded handra.il .. 

The public rooms on the first floor have a more formal woodwork treatment than the 
private areas of the house These formal rooms have fluted door and vlindow surrounds\vhich 
contain square buttoned corner blocks Belovl each \·rindmv is a single horizontal flat panelo 
'file baseboards are approximately 14 inches with a heavy beveled molded edge Molded plas ter 
cornices are also present in each of these rooms In contras t, the doors and windmvs in the 
private areas of the house have simple beveled Greek Revival surrounds The baseboards 
in these areas are plain 10 inch boards. 
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Of the t\vO original interior chimneys in the main house only one survives which 
serves the four west rooms In the first floor parlor, a highly decorative marble mantel with 
a curled acanthus leaf keystone and sculptural grapevine motifs still remains On the other 
hand simple Greek Revival wooden mantels with a plain frieze band are found on the 
second floor The study wing has a marble version of the second floor mantel 

From the original complex only the smokehouse survives A distinctive frame structure, 
the :amokehouse has a hip-"roof with a cupola air circulator and a covered entry into the fire 

belmv 



__ communications 
__ invention 

Ruffin & Christopher Vaughn 

Built in 1858 by two prominent builders Chris and Ruffin Vaughn, 
Wes tlav~n is an t\VO-·S tory Greek Revival house whi.ch characterizes the 
building forms of the Vaughn brothers Situated closely to the rapidly developing 
of teville, this tate John D Williams banker, 
merchant, and civic leader in the area until his death in 1895 Westlawn remains one of 
Fayetteville's best preserved antebellum Greek Revival houses and a vivid 
reminder of the gracious of one of the state's mos successful business and civic 
leaderS e 

Criteria Assessment 

Ae Associated with the antebellum and reconstruction development 0 

one of the state's commercial and financial centers 

B Associated with John D. Williams, a prominent banker, merchant and civic leader 
in Fayetteville 

Co Embodies the characteristics of Greek Revival domestic architecture as practiced 
in the careers of Christopher and Ruffin Vaughn, t1:vO prominent Fayetteville 

builders 

D Westlawn is likely to yield information about mid-nineteenth 
outskirts of tteville one of the state' commercial and 

life on the 
centers 
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h7estlmffi \17as built in tteville in 1858 for prominent banker John D. Williams Its 
builders are believed to have been Fayetteville brothers Ruffin and Christopher Vaughn The 
Vaughns \tJere among the most important builders in 
of their work survives today, including the MacPherson 
Hethodist Church, the James C Dobbin House and the E 

century Fayetteville, and much 
Presbyterian Church, the Camp Ground 
A. Poe House 1 

John D. Williams ""as born on January 3, 1817 in Chatham County the son of ~.Alilliam 
Nathaniel \,yilliams~ a nati,)'e of Wales, and his vJife Martha deRouth Williams, a native of 
France. came to tteville about 1836 and became a clerk in the store of Charles T Haigh 
In 181~2 he married Isabella Jane Hurchison of the Little River.> section of Cumberland County 
The: Murchisons were one of the area's most influential business families Sometime in the 
1840s he went into business for himself as the proprietor of a store He was presideIlt 
of the Bank of Clarendon "sometime before the war "2 In 1849 the Bank of Fayetteville was 
cha.rtered The bank one of the banldng houses in the StatelA71th a capital stock 
of $800,000 II Williams became the bank's first president, a post he held until the 1890s 
The Observer maintained that \villiams '\-las "a gentlemen f;Jhose name in the 
commercial \tJorld in-sures-the confidence of a watchful and cautious people." At this time 
Fayetteville was one of the state's commerc.ial and financial centers vrLth a population in 
1850 of 4,646, and in 1860 of 4 790 ~A/illiams also served before the war as Direc tor of 
the Faye t tevil1e Mut ual Ins urance CompartYe 3 

v-Testlavm survived the Civil War in good condition although family tradition maintains 
that the family silver and other valuables had to be buried in the to them out of 
the hands of Union troops,,4 As Fayetteville its pre~war business stature Williams 
regained his place as one of its leading citizens He became a director of the Beaver Creek 
Hills the president of the Little River Hanufacturing Company the owner of the Herchants 
Nill on Blount Creek, owner of a candle factory, and president of the Fayetteville Oil Mill 
"vhich produc.ed 50,000 of cotton oil annually in the 18708 5 
Cape Fear and Yadkin Valley Railroad Company he T..ITas credi ted wi th p II the removal of 
the vwrk shops of the railroad and many of its employees from Fayetteville" in the difficult 
days after the war 6 

Williams was also active in civic, religious and educational affairs in tteville. 
He \'1a8 a member of the city's Comm:Lttee of Safety during the Civil War In 1866 he was a 
member of a committee formed "to secure supplies for the sufferers in Wilm.ington on account of 
yellmv fever II In 1877 Williams was on a cammi tee set up by the city lito fund the old 
indebtedness" of Fayetteville. He "las nam.ed chairman of the trustees of tteville's 
newly established grade schools in 1878 and became a member of a board of finance created to 
resolve anothe.r fiscal cri.sis in the city :Ln 1880 He was appointed to another such committee 
in 1881 1.'I7hile in 1883 he was elected to the tteville Board of Commissioners For many 
years he was treasurer of the local board of rnanagers of the tteville State Nonnal School 
(novl ttcville State University) After his death he?. \~las . remembered by the 
black school as "a sincere friend and helper 118 Williams. was a member of the Covenant 

terian Church, vlhich was organized in 1878. He gave the trus tees the land upon ""hich 
they bul1t their church, and served as a member of numerous church committees 9 

In 
penniless" 
happened: 

te of his long record record of financial success Williams died virtually 
The )?a~~tevi<b~~ gJ2.~er"_~E. in a memorial sec tion to Williams tells hOH this 
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Hr '''illiams made a fortune \;"hich he might have oyed in retirement, as 
he was to do kindred and friends, but his nature purned the idea of 
glorious ease he proposed to remain in harness to serve others 
Unfortunately for himself and us, in his efforts with those of the Improvement 
Company (the North State Company of which vJillia.ffiS became president 
in the late 1870s) to assist in developing our state, he went too far risked 
too much and lost Nobly did he bear his misfortunes vlith the blow impending 
for months vlhich vJas to sweep av,TaY the work of a life time and leave him 

s, he vlent about as usual in his daily round and none knew his troubles 
When the crash came he to the inevitable because \rlas inevitable 10 

The Panic of 1893 ruined Williams financially and he died at Westlavm shortly after­
wards in tember of 1895 He was zed by the as "for many 
years since the war, the most prominent citizen of Fayetteville a man who stood in the 
very rank of the leading business men in the state nIl 

In 1878 Williams's first wife died and he remarried His second wife was Jane Eliot 
Williams Murchison, widow of Colonel John Reid Murchison, who was killed at the Battle of 
Cold Harbor in 1864 Williams had 12 children all by his firs t wife several of vThom died 
in infancy (> 12 In 1894 Williams sold Wes tlawTl to his son William Nathaniel Williams, who 
also assumed his father's debts Hestlmvn \\laS sold to Jamie R \4ill:f.ams in 1898" In 190L. 
it left the Williams family when it was purchased by Dr J" Ho Judd a Fayetteville dentist 
Judd kept: the property until 1923 when it "las sold to P W Olive, a physician Olive sold 
Westlawn to the First Christian Church of tteville in 1951 13 They use the house as 
their educational building. Westlawn remains one of Fayetteville' best preserved antebellum 
Greek Revival mansions and a vivid reminder of the gracious living of one of the state s 
most successful business and civic leaders 

The structures of course are closely related to the surrounding environment Archaeo­
logical remains, such as trash pi ts, \.;ells, and s truc tural remains v~·hich may be present 
can provide information valuable to the understanding and interpretation of the structures 
Information concen1ing use patterns, social standing and mobili as well as structural 
details are often only evident in the archaeological record Therefore, archaeological 
remains may well be an important component of the significance of the structure At this 
time no investigation has been done to discover these remains, but it is probable that they 
exist and this should be considered in any development of the 
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_-"-_______ ,_ ObserveE, July 21, 1964 October 3, 1976 Williams obtained the six 
acre tract on which he bui1 Hestlavm from James Hartin in 858 for $273 Cumberland 
County Deed Book 54, po 294 

tteville .9bse.-:.-r:Y~:E.:~ September 19 1895, July 21 196f~ 

3 
John Ao Oates, The S teville and 

--,--.---.--~~----~-~----~-----------------~'~-----.~-----~--
Industries, Second Edition, 1 hereinafter cited as Oates 

L~ 
July 21~ 1961. Fayet tevil1e erver, 

5 
~etteville September 19, 1895, July 21, 1964" 

6 '11 ,FayettevJ_ e Observes.. September 19, 1895 

70ates~ The S 233 238, 269 270, 29 /1, 298, 306; teville 
Observer September 1 ) 64; Lucille Johnson., Homet01lffi Heri 
Fayetteville: Colonel Robert Rowan. Chapter of the National Society of the 

A..1Il.erican Revolution 1978):t 69-71, hereinafter cited as Johnson Hometovm Her! 

September 19, 1895 

9 
Faye t tevi.lle Sep tember 19, 1895, July 21, 1964 

10 
.JL~y e t t ev i l~ e 0 ~~~.!~'--~.E., September 19 1895 

11!ayettevJ:ll~ O~se~er, September 19, 1895. 

tteville .July 21, 196/+ ; Johnson, Hometown 69-70 -------, 

13. -. 
Clill!berland County Deed Book 96 p 272; Book C Nwnber 5, p 17; Book X, Number 5 

Pi 133; Book 286, p. 303 Book 567, p 200; tteville 9bser,!~:!:" July 21, 196LI 
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