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APPEARANCE 

The John Davis House (c. 1870) is a modest two-story three-bay frame 
dwelling with a gable roof and rear ell which, with its Victorian ornament, 
stems from the picturesque traditions of the nineteenth century. It was located 
in the then-developing westward region bordering Fayetteville known as Haymount, 
between the Morganton Road, a main transportation route, and the lands of the 

"former United States Arsenal at Fayetteville. John Davis, the original owner, 
operated a general grocery store located at the opposite end of the Haymount lot 
facing well-traveled Morganton Road. 

The two-story frame dwelling rests on a brick pier foundation and is 
sheathed with plain weatherboard. "A one story shed roof porch, supported by 
four chamfered posts with lacy sawn brackets, spans approximately three-fourths 
of the front facade. It shields a three-bay front consisting ofa single 
entrance in the central bay, flanked by a 6/6 sash window to the left and a 6/9 
sash window to the right. The front door, with its single upper pane surrounded 
by small colored glass lights, is a later 'nineteenthcenttiry Victorian addition. 
Second story feuestration consists of four, 'six-lights reduced sized windows 
with simple board surrounds and slip sills. Capping the 'main block is a common 
gable roof with distinctive flared ends and exposed rafters. A single central 
plaster-covered chimney projects from the ridge. 

The dwelling, once extensively overbuilt to-the rear, now hosts only a 
frame ell with a plastered exterior end chimney. The ell was either original to 
the house or a very early addition. It is flanked by a screened porch. 

The interior of the John Davis House follows a simple four-room plan, with 
two principal" rooms flanking the central chimney on each of the two floors.' 
The �f�r�o�~�t� entrance opens into a small vestibule, from which the lower floor 
rooms are accessible. The upstairs rooms are accessible via a rear staircase 
wh 0 s e 0 pen in g 0 n the lower leve 1 appear s to have been moved from the eas t room 
to a rear door. Rooms on both levels are served by shallow back-to-back 
fireplaces, the lower ones which bear unusual but simple curved wooden ornament. 
Floors throughout are covered with uniform, narrow-width machine-sawn boards, 
except in the rear ell where flooring consists of wide pine boards. 
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The John Davis House c. 1870 is a diminutive two-story dwelling located in 
a sect~on of Haymount,wh~ch in the postwar years -- especially after the 1870s 
parceling of the former Arsenal lands -- was just beginning to develop 
residentially. The house was located behind the ,family g-rocery store, -both 
puilt, established, and maintained by John Davis throughout the late nineteenth 
century on the main trade and transportation route west 'of Fatetteville. It was 
cont:inued by his son, John Jr., throughout the early twentiethocentury~ The 
house is one of. the few in Fayetteville to reflect the picturesque 'traditions of 
mid-nineteenth century, Victorian architecture with its two-story frame • 
construction, front porch with chamfered posts and lacy sawn brackets, and gable 
roof wi th unusual flared eaves. It is unique architecturally and is part of a 
trend toward Haymount residential development which, with roots early in the 
century, expanded and accelerated around the turn of the present century. 

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT 

A. The John Davis Hous~ associated with the family grocery store once operated 
at the other end of the block, was built as part of a trend toward 
residential development of Fayetteville's western district--Haymount--in the 
mid-to-Iate nineteenth century. This development, which proceeded logically 
along the main routes of trade and transportation, accelerated especially 
after the parceling and sale of nearby Arsenal lands in the 1870s. 

c. The diminutive John Davis House reflects some of the picturesque traditions 
of mid-nineteenth century Victorian architecture with its two- story frame 
construction, front porch with chamfered posts and sawn brackets, and gable 
roof with uncommon flared eaves. 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

n 1870, ohn lot 
Arsenal in Haymount which soon became the ite of nd 
He ppe s to have been fars ted man who accurately j trends 
neighborhood development was to follow throughout the late nineteenth nd e r 1 y 
twentieth centuries. In many ways, he was a typical man who ran a typical 
general grocery store business, but who chose to locate in Haymount which was 
centered on the main transportation/trade route between Fayetteville and western 
North Carolina. His land was close to that of the former United States Arsenal 
site which soon was to be parceled and sold for residential purposes also. 
Haymount had begun to develop residentially in the early nineteenth century, but 
it blossomed in the late nineteenth century as 10,cal population and economic 
surges forced westward residential expansion and development. John Davis was in 
a position and location to take advantage of the changing trends affecting the 
town of Fayetteville nearby. 

. 
John Davis lived in the Haymount residence during its early years with his 

wife, Pearcy, his six children, Ada, John, Willey, Alice, Joseph and Mattie, all 
born within thirteen years, and a sixty-year-old servant named Violet Brown. 2 

He had served as a loyal Confederate soldier during the Civil War, enlisting in 
1863 and serving first as a private in the 2nd Company B, 36th Regiment, North 
Carolina troops (2nd Regiment N. C. Artillery) and then transferring nine months 
later to Company B, 13th Battalion N.C. Light Artillery.3 He married Pearcy Ann 
Smith in 1866, the year after the war was over, and settled down to clerk in a 
store and raise a family.4 By the 1870s he had relocated, and had his own house 
and his own grocery business in Haymount. He became established in the location 
and family members were still located there until recently, on or near a street 
that intersected Arsenal Avenue and which bears their last name. 

The Davis House was located at the northeast corner of Arsenal and Davis 
avenues behind the store which was situated at the other end of the lot facing 
Morganton Road, now Hay Street. John operated the grocery business until he 
died in 1893, at which time his sons, John A., Jr. and William H. took over for 
him. 5 John Davis continued to live in the family home with his unmarried 
sister, Alice, as well as his widowed mother until she died in the second decade 
of the twentieth century.6 His brother, William, lived across the street (first, 
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915 [formerly 648] then 909 Arsenal Avenue.)7 They w~athered the burning of 
their frame store in 1917 which was rebuilt in tapestry brick after the local 
fashion, shortly thereafter. 8 This brick store still stands today. 

John Davis, Jr. continued to live in his family house and carryon the 
business until he died in 1937. 9 The house was sold to non-family members, 
Stancil and Lona Bell Edwards, by commissioners in 1941. 10 It was used for 
rental purposes during the severe local housing shortage of the World War II era 
and afterward. ll Ownership remained with Lona Bell until 1978 when she sold the 
house to Dr. and Mrs. Harold E. Maxwell. 12 They, in turn, have recently 
transferred title to the house to the Historic Fayetteville Foundation, with the 
hope that the building will be preserved. 13 
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