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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Walker's Inn is a two-story, five-bay frame house with an engaged double porch

#cress the main facade. The house rests on a stone foundation. The original portion

£ the building, the southeast half, is a three-bay log house with central entrance.
are exposed at the first level on the front, but otherwise the house is covered
withn lapped siding except for the board-and-batten used on the second-story porch wall.
To the left (northwest) of the log portion is a central hall and one room. The un-—
balanced fenestration of the main facade is reflected in the placemeni of heavy, square
porch posts, six above and seven below. The first—floor porch has no balustrade; there
is a scalloped cornice at the first level and a functional balustrade of simple, squared
membars at the second level. The windows have  six-over-six sash and vary somawhalt in
size. Frames are generally simply molded. There is a stuccoed, exterior end chimney

a2t eithor gable end which is flanked by similar windows at both levels and small, six-
pene windows at the attic level., Across the rear is a one-bay wide, two-story extension
which is duncorporated under the unbrvoken sweep of the roof. (This extension complements
the frong porch dn size.) A one-story wing, attachad to the northwest rear corner by a
breezeway {now enclosed), houses the cooking and eating area. The gabled wing has

along its northwest and southeast sides. The construction is of a functional

porohes
The rear of the house has uneven fenestration and veflects several changes.

T DT,

wctional, without ornamentation. The stair,

2t too, is simple and fur
originatily din the southeast (log) portion, has been removed and an open-string stair
i i e .1 post with molded cap, rounded hzadrail,paired square
a 1. 'The interior, which follows a center~hall plan one

lush-shzathed walls and utilitarian mantels consisting of a

Im the front yard 1s a frame well house and in the rear is a log outbuilding.
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__INVENTION Exploration and
' Settlement

STATEMEMT OF SIGNIFICANCE
's Tnn was the home of William Walker who obtained the land after it was made
available for settlement Lolloalng the Cherokee Removal. The inn was a mid-ninetezath
cavitury stageccach stop on t state-built road leading from Franklin to Murphy, a road
which was iwportant to the developmeut of far western North Carolina. A visit fo Walker's
Tno im the 18508 by landscape architect Frederick Law Olmstead in his Southern travels

was vividly described in his book, The Slave States.

ker, born in 1812, no doubt became acquainced with William P. Waugh when
sided in Wilkes County. Waugh, a native of Pennsylivania, and his nephew
’ ioneers in the establishment of chain stores carrying a complete line
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gtes»” Waugh and Walker were associated in the first sgtore din Valley
alkar’s Inn. Valley Town was in the newly acquired Cherokee lands
o

esn acquired and opened o settlement in 1839 following the removal of the

ians to Oklahoma Settlers and entrepreneurs rapidly took up the laad,
P, Waugh, who ac qu1red many tracts, assigning some of them to ra Lquv»a and

evidently on land acquired through his association with Waugh, that Walker was
hoav. It is unclear what year the log portion of the house was built but
on holds that the vear was 1844. The house is in district #7, tract 45 on
sl Creek which "William P. Waugh was the purchaser! for the sum of 5832.00, Ir
e ciear who made the initial payment or payments; however, on February 4, 1852, Willdiam
Walker paid 5424.44 which was the balance of payment for tract 45 in district #7 and the

o 7 . His home, which came fo be called Walker’s Ian, was located on the

propart
lestern Ldfnovke between Franklin and Murphy. This road had been provided for by act of
cha Ceneral Assembly din 1839:
that the Governoyr . . . apvoint . rs . . . Stare
Macon Countv, to the Town phy, frow tha
oty nine mile post , . . twenty one miles . . . two thousand dollars
' 1 4 Januarvy 1839.°

Lands . . .

from the sale of the

vited oo July éth
deseribed hiz visie:

wae inn was apparvently
Ny 7'9’“75”¥ Taw Olmstead,

e and extending throughout western North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia
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i have to-day crosscd the Tomahila mountain, having spend the night at an unusuaily
comfortahle house, known thrcughout all the country as '"Walker's,' situated at its
western base. Apparently it is a house which the wealthy planters from the low
coeuntcy make a halting station on their journey to certain sulphur springs farther
north and east. There were plenty of negroes, under unusually good government, and
the table supply was abundant and various. Yet every thing was greasy; even what
e call simple dishes, such as boiled rice, and toast, were served soaking in a
sauce o melted ftat. I gave the stable boy a quarter of a dollar for thoroughly
Teaning my horse, but rode away with less than usual scrutiny of the harness, and
when T came to climb a steep pitch of the mountain, discovered that the vascal had
vnbuckled and kept the preventer-girth.

Thg road, which is excellent, and which was built by aid of a State appropria-
tion, follows for some distance the slopes of a water-course, and then, tack ind
Fzck, up a steep mountain-side . . . at about twelve miles from Walker's . . .

Leiker secved
saions aad in 184¢

magistrate and judge of the County Court of Pleasg and Qu

wag appointed the first postmaster of Valley Town. In L

tain in the Val)@y River Militia, and during the Civil War he
rtment of rha Confederate Army. In 1864, Union soldiers

nd cavried him ‘away as a prisoner from which.he naver

commisgsioned a

’U
o) @J

widow, Mavgaret Scott Walker, ccusin of General Winfield Scott, continued to
che inn fOllONlng the war, but through the years much of the land accumulated
ud dwindlaed. It is said that "during the years following the Civil War,
, the railroad was built from Asheville across the mountains, theve was a staze
roach ron from Franklin to Murphy, and an overnight stay at the Walker Inn was a
; well as a pleasure,” Margaret Walker died in 1899 and the house hs

aperate

by her

a
as served
residence during the twentieth century. The present owner has assenn)

nd objects asgsociated with William and Margaret Walker, her grandpar:

the house as her residence and as a house museun.
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