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Walker's Inn is a two-story, five-bay frame house with an engaged double porch 
across the main facade. The house rests on a stone foundation The original portion 
of the building, the southeast half, is a three-bay log house with central entrance. 
The l'Jgs are exposed at the first level on the front, hnt: othenvise the house is covered 
with lapped siding except for the board-and-batten used on the second-story porch wall. 
To the left (northwest) of the log portion is a central hall and one room The un­
balarrced fenestration of the main facade is reflected in the pla~eillent of heavy, square 
porch posts, six above and seven below The first-floor porch has no balustrade, there 
is a scalloped cornice at the first level and a functional balustrade of simple, squared 
rr.e'Tlbe-rs at the second level The \vindoT,\ls have' six-aver-six sash and -vary somevvh3.t in 
sJ.:?,e n :Frames are generally simply mulded" Tner.e J_::> a s tuccoec1 exterior end (;{limney 
3;-= ei L:lli~'r ga.ble cri.Q which is flankr:;d by c-;imila£ l;.Tindm;Js at both levels and :::c,mall 81::::.:­
p2ue viThiows at the attic level. Across the rear is a ooe-bay wide, two-story extension 
1:IbJch is incorporated under the unbroken Siifeep of the roof. (This exten.sion complements 
the IruD porch in size.) A one-story attached to the northwest rear corner by a 
bC22'':;''~\;..rJ.y enclosed) houses 1'::11e cooking and eating area The ga.bled '>ling has 
:.)0 rc:hi'::'.:; ;-llong its nortln:,72S t and sLJutlv:'!ast sides. The construction is of a £ lIne tiona} 
Gbtur2. The rear of the house has uneven fenestration and reflects several changes. 

Th2 int2rlor, too~ is s and functional without ornamentation. The stair) 
iu the. ;:wuthe.ast (log) portion has been removed and an open-string stair 
of :-':Qll;:rce ne.i,leJ pas t pith molded cap) rounde.d h2 Cldrail pai-.{:ed SQlL1I"2 

'c._Llt3l::21·S Ls in the ce~ltr.J.l hall Tl-Lf~. int;~ri(n.·) '>Jhich £ollm,Ts 8. c.en l:e.r--hal1 ()ne 
has flush-sh2~thed walls and utilitarian mantels consis at a 

I f1 tIlt:; f: ron t is a fri:xme \;'7211 hrH.1Se and in the re.ar is a log outbuilding .. 
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~\!2.JJcer 1 s Inn was the home of Hilliam Halker "I;"ho obtained the land aJ ter it waS made 
d.·,/c1:~la·i__'~~c for settlelll2i.'it. folIo-wing thE: Checoke.e Removal The inn v'las a illid~ninetE:2;:}th 

ceUl'::.H':::·Y st.age.coach stop on the state-built road leading from Franklin to Murphy, a road 
iJ~u:ch \13S iIllport;:lnt to the development of far \v2stern NDrth Carolina A visit to Halker:' s 
Inu ';.li. 'the 1850s by landscape architect FrederickLaH Olmstead in his Southern travels 
WRS vividly described in his book, The Slave Staten. 

~\7illi(1m Ha1ker, born in 1812, no doubt became ac.qlJainced '>lith 1;1illiam P Haugh '>Then 
ti:Ley t.:'o th re.siljed in ~vilkes County. H:'J.1.lgh, a native of Pennsylva-nia and his nephew 

~ '\,TQre piOnF?2rS in the establi2.hment of chain stores carrying a complete line 
merchandise ~nd extending throughout western North Carolina Tennessee Virginia 

other southern states." and Walke.r we~e associated in the first store in Valley 
'('J\,f;':') the:: location of Halker s Inn. Valley- TO~\TIl v·Tas in the ne~\Tly acquired Chel-okee lands 
'7~L".c:h ha.d b2:?ll aC'1uired and opened to settlerilent in 1839 follm,ling the removal of th.e 
Ch2~o~~e Indians to Oklaho~a. Settlers and entrepreneurs rapidly took up the land, 
LL~.lXd W. P Waugh, who acquired many tracts assigning some of them to r2lativ2s and 
f. c:t e lid:~ • 

It was evidently on land acquired through his association with Waugh, that Walker was 
to TICl_I~,:: nlS horn.e. It is unclear \17hat year the log portion of the house idas built but 
fJmil? tradition holds that the year was 1844. The house is in distyict tract 45 on 

u d "8 i.;:,cl' C:r:,::':2k \Jhich I p" ~vas t1:-Le purchaser ll for the SUill of. 00 It 
::_::-3 UflC lea:c ~'Tho made the initial paYTLlent or payments; hml]e~TE'2r > on February 4, 1852 ~\Til1iam 

~'i,:ilker c,Lr4 \Ilhich '>I2.S the balance of payment for tract l~5 =Ln district and the 
Dropertj became his. His home) which came to be called Walker s Inn was located o~ the 
i2~tern Turnpike between franklin and Murphy This road had been provided for by act of 

cr,.? G(O~::~e.:a_1 l.\ssembly i.n 1839 
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) that the Governo~ " appoint . " Comrnissioner.s . , State 
1 J EYO;]l f':'271k.lil') ~·Lll:on Crnnt?) to the: T01;,rn_ ~)it(~ cc~11ed 
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I have to-d3Y crossed the Tomahila mountain, having spend the night at an unusually 
comfortable house, knO\ffi throughout all the country as "~valker' s, II situated at its 
\,-7e;3 tf3:cn base Apparently it is a house "\;vhich the \vealthy planters from the lmv 
country make a halting station on their journey to certain sulphur springs farther 
north and east There were plenty of negroes, under unusually good government, and 
the table supply was abundant and various Yet every thing was greasy, even "\:"hat 
~e call simple dishes, such as boiled rice, and toast, were served soaking in a 
sauce OI melted tat. I gave the stable boy a quarter of a dollar for thoroughly 
cleaning my horse, but rode away with less than usual scrutiny of the harness, and 
~tl~~ I came to climb a steep pitch of the mountain, discovered that the r2scal had 
~nbuckled and kept the preventer-girth 

The road j\vhic.h is excellent, and \\Ihich \';28 built by aid of a State appropria­
tioa follows for SOGe distance the slopes of a water-course, and then, tack and 

. '1 '1 f -- J l ' L. i2c:k, up a steep monntaln-side at arH::)"ut tT,',2-,--Ve Irll es --rom tva. _ cer s '. 

C'c=:}Jce[ ;~t'~cv2d as magistrate and judge of L:he County CouLt of Pl'?Cls aud Quarter 
::j-iclTl,; OJtd Lr_ 1846; \Ila.:::; appointed the first postmaster of Valley TCH;lffi In 1248 ~\Talk:.?2r 

co~~i~3ioned a captai~ in the Valley River Militia, and during the Civil War he 
i:1:-:h(.:~ CO:·[Lc11isi..~·'1[Y Department of tly: Conf'C'cL21:.::lte In 1364) Un~_on suldiers 

~ [u~2ci ~31ker at his hOMe and carried him as a prisoner from which he never 
r u ~-, ::1 , 

t:idow, Scott Walker cousin of Ge~eral Winfield Scott, continued to 
-'t)(::'.I:at,.:,- th,'> inn [allmlling the ",Jar, but through the years much of the land ac,cumulai::.eJ 

h21' hu,s't'and dT,viT1(lV?d~ It is said that l:cluring the years follo\\rLng the Civil \Ilar, 
:),- m .. ~~ i..:.11;:: rCiiIroad ,,-TaS built from Asheville across the mountains there l;-las a stage 

.:':JClch :::'-:lD frOiD Fr3.nklin to ~'lurphy and an overnight stay at the Halker Inn \,'.Tas a 

T,Ji:llkcr died in 1899 and th:2 househ.,c-is serv2cl 
,I ~\n_-i.I~(~ ::c:esLdeTIce d the tlIentieth C,2nt'1J::'Yn The present m,rner has asseQ,oled 

~y pagers and objects associated with William and Margaret Walker her grandparents 
IJaintains the house as her residence and as a house museum. 

1839, 

F L p, 217 
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Records, Cherokee County Courthouse, Nurphy, North Carolina 
Deeds Wills Census Records) 

Records Division o~ Ar:chives and History, Raleigh North Carolina 
Deeds, Wills, Census Records) 

W. Our Heritage,Jhe People of Cherokee C6tirity,NotthCarolina 
Asheville, North Carolina The Miller Printing Company, 1956 
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Lavvs of i::l12 State of NorthCarolina, Passed by the General Assembly at the Session of 
Id38-1339" Raleigh, North Carolina J Gales & Son, Office of the Raleigh 
Register, 1839 

Olmstead, Frederick Law The Slave States (Before the Civil War) New York 
Putnam 1 s Sons, 1959 

Secretary of State's Office) Land Grant Records, Raleigh North Carolina 
WiJkes County Records, Wilkes County Courthouse, Wilkesboro, North Carolina 

(Subgroups: Wills). 

G. P 

\Jilkes County Records, Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, North Carolina 
(5 ups Wills). 
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