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The John A. Mason House is a two-story Greek Revival dwelling, two
stories high over a low brick foundation. The main block is three bays wide
and two deep, with single~shoulder exterior end chimneys of brick laid in
common bond. Across the rear is an original one-story shed extension. A
two-story ell to the rear and another one-~story rear section are recent addi-
tions, neatly matching the original in finish. The finish of the exterior
is typically Greek Revival, distinguished by several interesting details.
Defining each corner of the house and its various projections are flat-
paneled corner posts treated as pilasters, with well-molded caps. These
carry a wide, plain frieze beneath the heavy overhang of the roof, which is
emphasized by a molded boxed cornice. This cornice outlines the pedimented
gable ends of all the two~story sections of the house.

The first level of the main facade is sheltered by a hip~roof porch
that is evidently original. The five bays are separated by simple slender
posts square in section, with caps like those of the corner pilasters. From
these spring delicate brackets that continue as a molding along the porch
cornice, creating shallow arches between the bays. At the ends of the porch,
half-posts engaged in the facade support the side arches. The facade pro-
tected by the porch is flush-sheathed, and the three bays under the porch
contain doors, those in the flanking bays being French doors with transoms,
the central one being a normal door with sidelights and transom. These are
framed--like all the original windows—-with symmetrically molded architraves
accented by corner blocks with a curious, rather delicate incised diagonal
Maltese cross design. Windows generally contain six-over-six sash. The
interior of the original house follows a center~hall plan, with two flanking
rooms in the main blocks and two more in the one-story wings. The finish is
rather simple and typically Greek Revival. Walls are flush-sheathed, and
door and window frames are generally symmetrically molded with paneled
corner blocks; some are plain molded ones with Greek Revival moldings.
Window architraves in some rooms extend to frame two f£lat panels beneath the
windows. The baseboards are wide and handsomely molded. Mantels are simple,
following two basic patterns: some have symmetrically molded pilasters
carrying a wide, plain frieze beneath a plain shelf and pointed-arched back-
board; others are composed of plain pilasters on molded bases, beneath a
wide plain frieze, molded cornice, and plain shelf.

The stair is the most distinctive interior feature. The heavy newel
is quite striking, composed--visually--of two large faceted tear—drop like
elements set vertically end-to-end, round sides together, with an upper
block adjoining the handrail, topped by a flat, rounded cap. A heavy rounded
handrail is carried on slender balusters and ramps acutely at the second-
level turning, where it terminates in a post of similar design, having a . _
single faceted tear—drop set on a rectangular base. The open string is
adorned with continuous brackets creating an uninterrupted wave pattern.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The John A. Mason House, probably built around 1850, is a typical and
well-preserved Greek Revival farmhouse, distinguished from more oxdinary
vernacular examples by consistent and interesting detail, such as the
treatment of the porch and corner posts, the ornament of the exterior
corner blocks, and the vigorous and unusual stair treatment. Mason was an
upper middle class planter of some local prominence. The man and his house,
while not exceptional, are representative of an unpretentious yet cultured,
educated, and stable element vital to the state's social, economic, and
architectural history. :

On February 30, 1835, William Mason, a veteran of the Revolution, who
had settled in Chatham County before 1797, with his wife, Nancy Acree
Mason, deeded to his son, John A. Mason, for $1,000, a tract of land “on
the waters of New Hope and Morgan Creeks. . . . During the next two
decades, this tract of 600 acres was expanded through acquisition into over
a thousand acres. Here John A. Mason built his house, probably before 1850.

John Acree Mason had been a soldier in the Chatham militia during the
War of 1812, and judging from his estate papers filed after his death
during March, 1858, he was a man of considerable property. The estate
records show that John A. Mason's plantation produced a large amount of
wheat, corn and swine, and he owned twenty slaves. The inventory of his
large estate listed, among other household items, a desk, book case and
books. Mason was probably typical of the middle planter class in North
Carolina, who were engaged in agriculture, had education, owned a few
slaves, and were prominent in the community.

John and Elizabeth Herndon Mason had only one son, Wesley, who married
Ann Elizabeth Adkins in 1842, settled a plantation on Beaver Creek in
Chatham County, and died in 1848. ‘John Acdree Mason became guardian for his
two grandchildren. At his death in 1858, Mason's estate was valued at
approsimately $25,000; it descended to his wife, Elizabeth Herndon Mason,
and his two grandchildren, Thomas M. Mason, and his sister, Elizabeth
Frances Mason, later the wife of Joseph Bell. The widow, Elizabeth, was
given her dower in the 1,027 acres of land, "including the dwelling house
which her said husband was accustomed to dwell next before his death
commonly called the Mansion house, together with the offices out houses
buildings . + ." A map of Chatham County, dated 1870, shows that the

"Widow Mason" was living on the plantation.
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Elizabeth Herndon Mason died in 1894, and her property was divided among
her grandson, Thomas, and the two heirs of her granddaughter Elizabeth Mason
Bell. Thomas and his wife, Sarah Elizabeth Stone, and their children, lived
with Elizabeth Herndon Mason, and in the settlement they received the dwelling
house.

By the time of Thomas M. Mason's death on January 4, 1917, the property
had been heavily mortgaged, and had to be sold. It eventually was purchased
by Wade Herman Scott, whose wife, Tina, was a daughter of Joseph Wesley Mason,
eldest son of Thomas M. Mason.

Mr. Scott was killed in an automobile accident in 1961, and the property
was then sold to H. D. Dickerson, who in 1965 sold it to Colonel Miles Chase
Shorey, Jr., U. S. Army (Retired). On June 29, 1973, Colonel Shorey deeded
it to the Army Corps of Engineers, and it is now a part of the New Hope Dam
Project.
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Roster of Soldiers From North Cdrolind in the American Revolution. (Published
for the Daughters of the American Revolution) 1932.

Wood, Edna Hilliard White, and Nesbitt, Lillie Booth. The Herndon-Hunt and
Allied Families. Raleigh, 1930.
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