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APPEARANCE 

Facing north from a knoll planted with a number of mature maple trees, the A. P. 
Terry House is the main focus of an early-twentieth century farm complex made 
up of around ten frame buildings which include a barn vlith ventec 10ft and two 
hog sheds. Also preserved within the farm yard is a frame smokehouse with a 
sh~ngle-clad pyramidal roof. The smokehouse is the only remaining evidence of 
the'early-nineteenth century home of Abraham Rencher which stood near or 
perhaps on the Terry House site. 

ThE: A. P. Terry House is a well-preserved two-story Queen Anne frame residence 
'with an irregular plan cut by a central hall. The three-bay facade is encircled by 
an elaborate shEd-Toof porch featurLng ,turned p.os:ts, a:spindle-wor:k frLeze and 
fol iated brackets p , An, open, se:e;onq,:"sto,(y, tQ\,"~r .she.?t~ed in mQu~~7tooth ,shingles 

" punc.tuates .the ,entr;an.ce,,\\f.h.ich.js,J,urt.her ernphasLzed.,by 9\ga.ble.!p'roje~tion with 
sunburst brac.l~ets .. The frqnt door, like".several of, the ,stairhall w,jndo~.~s. is 
1 it by. a colQred-.gl~~.s panel..: De.c;orative traljl~,oms\lare al~q.,empl<?yed •. The 
~~of, which .. is a ~'<?Illpl~:>:( .de~i9':l of gal:?,leS:I,emt1rg,ing .. }ro~.a ,pyr,?lmidaJ ~ore., ... 
is surmounted by a number of interior chimneys with corbelled caps. 
Miniature Palladian windows light the gables which are patterned with a half 
timbered effect. Like A. P. Terry's first house at 309 Hillsboro Street, the 
house at 601 Womack Street is an obvious product of Bennett Nooe, Jr. 's 
construction business which used both locally produced ceiling board and 
the elaborate gouged and turned ornament avai lable through bui Iding catalogues. 

The highl ight of the interior is the stairhall which has a panelled 
wainscot and beautifully turned closed-stringer stai rcase lit by the colored 
g!ass panes of the adjacent windows. The stair ascends on the left side of 
the hall with a quarter turn and landing. A ramped handrail descends on 
bobbin-like balusters and is terminated by panelled newel posts. A spindle­
work arch with a curtain pole separates the front hall from the rear and 
diagonally laid ceiling boards sheath the walls of the second floor hallway. 
The three first floor rooms are distinguished by their diagonally sheathed 
wainscoting and their Eastlake mantelpieces \"hich incorporate a variety of 
spindle-work and hevelled mirrors into the double-tiered framework. The 
dining room also boasts a built-in china cupboard . 

. .. l ' j , , 

At the rear of the house a one-story L-shaped kitchen wing has been 
join~d to the plar by enclosing a breeze-way. 
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Bu i:1 t' near th'e'sTte 'of- tHe old Ab raharnRenche'r 'home :)-'th-e A.' P.' "Teir ry' H'oJs~e' , 
vdth 'it's lavish'Eastlake -inte.T'ior was constnicte'd Cd. f900 for a"'p-r:os'pe~ou:s'" 
sa 1 oon-keepe rand i's' 'th~e tnos't anib i fi'ousand 'best -pres'Ed--ved ''Queen <'Anne ':res id.e.nce 
to be erected in":Pitts'boro by 'loc-a'r ruh,b"erhlan/~'ont'rCtctor Benne(t'No:oe', ~r.'· . 
Nooe,' a' pivota-l 'figure ,in the~ town"s' ea'rly:,,'twen'tieth; centul'y 'hi's:t0r'y,- serVed! 
as mayor of Pi'ttsboro for ove:r c decade 'anti i5' s'a:id to have 'built an esfimated 1000 
houses or stores in Pittsboro, Raleigh, Durham, Lexington and Chapel Hi1 1 
between 1893 and 1901l • 

• r 

I. 

CRITERIA ASSESSMENT 
I \ 

: I ; )! ) "I : :.;" ,~ r ; l 

A. The A. P. Terry House is associated with the important period of economic 
expansion which took place in Pittsboro after 1387 when the Pittsboro Rai 1 
Road Company began ope rat i on. . . " 

B. The A. P. Terry House is associated with the career of lumberman/contractor 
Bennett Nooe, Jr. who came to Pittsboro around 1887 and establ ished himself 
as one of the mo~t important forces in the town's economy. Fol lowing his 
early 9uccess in the lumber business, Nooe branched out into the construction 
industry and is said to helve built an estimated 1000 houses or stores 
in Pittsboro, Raleigh, Durham, Lexington and Chapel Hill between 1893 and 1904. 
At thE: end of this pe'riod Nooe gave up the construction business and once 
again concentrated his efforts in lumber .. Nooe was also a devoted public 
servant an~ between 1910 and 1923 he served as mayor of Pittsboro for twelve years. 

C. With its lavish E2stlake interior the A. P. Terry HOllse is the most ar.lbitious 
and best-preserved Queen Anne residence constructed in Pittsboro by local 

lumberman/contractor Bennett Nooe , Jr. 



H rSTORICAl BACKGROUND 

In 1895 Aaron P. Terry (1853-1936) purchased an eighty-six1acre tract of 1and 
adjoining the southwest boundary of tre town of Pittsboro. Originally owned 
by lawyer and legislator Abraham Rencher (1798-1883), the land had only recently 
held the one-and-a-half story residence of this Pittsboro resident who served­
as Charge d'Affaires to Portugal under Presidert T~ler and Governor of the 
Terrirtory of New Mexico under President Buchanan. The transfer of the property 
to Terry specifically included lithe residence of the late A. Rencher" and the 
nineteenth century smokehouse which stands behind the Terry House strongly suggests 
that the Rencher home was located very near if not on tre site of the later home.3 

The owner of a sucessful saloon in the northeast corner of the courthouse square, 
A. P. Terry, 1 ike lumberman/contractor Bennett Nooe, Jr. who bui,lt· the house, 
was representative of the aspiring young men who were drawn to the ecnomlc 
opportunities of Pittsboro after 1887 when the rai 1 road began operation. With 
the prcfits from his saloon and, perhaps, as a security against local temperance 
efforts which had become more vigorous in the 1890s, Terry invested his money in 
local real estate.5 Described in 1897 as "a clever citizen, who has been here 
for a number of years," Terry erected what was described as "one' of thel n'-rcest 
homes in town" at 309 Hi llsboro Street. 6 Although A. P. Terry purchased the 
Rencher farm in 1895d he continued to live in the Hillsboro Street house:'ii'or 
several years. 7 Ab~ut 1900, at the age of forty-seven, Terry and his wife Mary 
moved, out to the fa.rrm,-whel'e Bennett Nooe, Jr:. had constructed an 1mpbsihg , 
Queen Anne residence. It was also at this time that A. P. Terry abandoned his 
earl ier profession and took up farming. 8 Terry lived in the house unti 1 1920 
when he moved to 505 West Sal isbury Street where he resided unti 1 his death in 
1936.9 ,f 

The most ambitious and best-preserved residential commission bui 1t in Pittsboro 
by--lumberm~n/contractor Bennett Nooe, Jr., the A. P. Terry House is a two-story 
Queen Anne residence marked by a fanciful tower and encircling porch. Nooe 
and his wife Fannie Rothrock Nooe came to Pittsboro from Lexington, North Carolina 
shortly after the opening of the railroad in 1887 and began a shuttleblock 
manufacturing business. 10 When the needed supply of hardwood was exhausted Nooe 
turned his attention to the sawmill operation which he had started in conjuncticn 
\~ith his shuttleblock manufacturing concern. The demand for housing and other 
bui ldings in Pittsboro and the surrounding area was on the in~rease and while 
the shuttleblock business slowed down, Nooe's sawmill prospered. With the 
additions of a plan~ng mi 11, dry ki In, portable sawmi 11 and brLckmaking .concern, 

MAJOR BIBLI~RAP~I~~~_~~FERENCES 
Chatham County Records. Chatham County Courthouse. 

Pittsboro, North Carolina. Subgroup: Deeds, Wills. 

Hadley, Wade. Chatham County 1771-1971.,. I pvrhar,n: 
Moore Pub1 ishing, Co., 1976 
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A11 of Lot 1 Block 2 Map 9 Pittsboro Township, Chatham County Tax Map. 
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Nooe plunged into the construction business around 1893. It has been said that 
from the time it began unti 1 around 1904 Bennett Nooe's construction operation 
bui lt an estimated 1000'houses or stores in Pittsboro, Raleigh, Durham, Lexington 
and Chapel Hi 1 1. 11 

I 

As Bennett Nooes business interests grew, so too did his involvement in the Pittsboro 
community. From 1902 to 1905 Nooe was listed in a North Carolina business directory 
as a manufacturer and retailer of bricks, lumber, shingles and caskets. 12 

Besides bis construction business, other sources of income included a woodworking 
shop and a blacksmith shop. During this period Nooe served the community as a 
member of the school board, a .member of the board of Pittsboro Academy and vice­
presi:dent of the Bank of Pittsboro. 13 Sometime around 1905 Bennett Nooe withdrew 
from his heavy involvement in the ~onstruction business and concentrated his 
efforts on his sawmill operation. 14 In addition he served as mayor of Pittsboro 
from 1910 to 1912.15 During World War I, Nooe acted as Captain of the Home Guard 
and held the office of mayor again from 1915 to 1923. 16 It was also at this time 
that Nooe, with the help of his sons Bennett and Henry, expanded his operations 
to several sections of North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia. 17 In 1924 
following the death of his wife, Bennett Nooe moved to Ridgeway, South Carol ina 8 
to live with one of his daughters and he bought out the Ridgeway Lumber Company.l 

Like much of Nooe's work the A. P. Terry House is characterized by the patterned 
surface which was popular in the l880s and which was associated with the design 
tenets of Charles L. Eastlake and the Queen Anne Style of architecture. Although 
it has been_said that the intricate sawn and turned decoration of Nooe's homes 
was all manufactured locally, it is likely that at least in, the beginning, as 
contemporary newspaper advertisements suggest, the local manufacturer concentrated 
his efforts on weatherboarding, cei 1 ing and flooring. 19 By the 1890s the ra~ lroad 
and\ the advance in manufacturing technology had brought a high degree of specialization 
to the woodworking industry. Molding mi 11s, turning companies and turning and 
scroll sawing establishments offered their products to planing mi 11s and sash and 
blind factories through sales catalogues. 20 The specialized machinery 
needed to turn out this fancy woodwork would have been an unlikely component 
of Nooe's early inventory. However by 1902, and probably a number of years earlier, 
Nooe was indeed operating a woodworking shop in Pittsboro. 21 Much of the, turned 
ornament used on the A. P. Terry House was, more than likely, produced by Thomas 
Hackney who is generally cited as Nooe's chief carpenter and woodworker. 22 

In 1920 the A. P. Terry House and property was purchased by Thomas Montrevi lle 
Bland and his wife Antoinette Poe Bland.23 The son of Wi 1 liam "Buck" Bland, T. M. 
Bland grew up in Chatham County and became a prosperous sawmi 1 1 operator/lumberman. 24 

Bland moved his fami ly around the Pittsboro area; at one time living in th~ old 
home of Mial Scurlock, now demol ished, which stood near the site of Chatham 
Co u r tho use. La t e i nth e j r 1 i ve s the B 1 and s pur c h ci sed the 1 and and h 0 use 0 fA. P. 
Terry and it was here that they both died. 

Fol lowing the death of Thomas M. Bland in 1925)the Bland fami ly held onto the 

A. P. Terry farm until 1928 when thE: title was transferred to Charles Lee Lindsay 
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and his wife Mary McCauley Lindsay.25 Born near Chapel Hi 11, Charles Lindsay had 
attended the University of North Carol ina for one year and had gone on to a 
lucrative career in banking, life insurance and real estate. 26 A resident of 
Durhamls Washington Duke Hotel, Lindsay, like a number of other men, saw a fine 
opportunity for investment in' Pittsboro real estate during the 1920s. 27 It was at 
this time that speculators were having land surveyed for the proposed developments 
called Cornwal lis Heights and Sunset Park. 28 Lindsay worked with local speculator 
George Walker Blair in estab1 ishing the Grove Park area on the northern edge of 
Pittsboro and in 1928 Lindsay, Blair and C. C. Edwards had the ~land property 
surveyed and mapped out as Bland Heights. 29 While the developers paid for street 
improvement.s in the area of Bland Heights, their overall intention, other than to 
make money, is unknown. The Grove Park area eventually grew into a fine residential 
neight,orhood following the Depression but the land in Bland,Heights was either 
sold off or traded in large parcels; one area being set aside for a county school. 30 

Three months after Lindsay took title to the Bland property, the ownership was 
shifted to local associate ·G. W. Blair.3 l A native of the Hickory Mountain 2 
area of Chatham Count.y, Blair served as sheriff of the county from 1920 to 1932.3 
As a young'man Blai r had worked for a successful horse and mule trader from 
Burl ington name H~nry Kime.33 Blai r worked closely with Kime and became his 
representative in Kimels dealings over a broad area including Chatham, Moore, 
Caswell, Alamance and Randolph counties. G. W. Blair, no doubt, acquired a taste 
for trading and considerable skil Is from his association with Kime. Blair 
eventually went into business for himself in Pittsboro and although he continued 
on in the livestock trade, he also branched out into real estate speculation 
and the hotel business. In 1917 his most evJ.dent contribution to the town of 
Pittsboro, the Hot~4 Blair, was nearing completion on the northwest side of the 
courthouse square. During the 1920s Blair moved out of the hotel business and 
concent.rated more of his efforts in real estate speculation. 

In 1929 a considerable amount of the land in Bland Heights, over half the acreage 
by estimation, and the A. P. Terry House were sold to Pittsboro dentist Roscoe M. 
Far r ell (l 890 - 1 95 7) . 35 The son 0 f a 1 0 cal far me r, Far r ell stu die d den tis try 
in Baltimore and returned to Pittsboro around 1915 to open his practice. 36 
As the only dentist in the town, Dr. Farrell prospered and eventually bui It his 
family the fine two-story residence at 411 Thompson Street in the early 1920s.37 
Besides trading in real estate, Dr. Farrell IS other financial commitments 
included the construction of the two-story Farrell Building in 1925 at 133-139 
Hil lsboro Street.3~ His love of farming, no doubt, prompted Dr. Farrell, whose 
first son was not even one year old, to buy the old Terry farm and move 
his family into the house which lacked running water. 39 Soon after Dr. Farrel 1 
moved into the A. P. Terry House, he had both running water and electricity 
instal led but he did little else to alter the fine Queen Anne dwelling. 

The Farrell fami ly weathered the Depression without any significant change but 
sometime in the 1940s Dr. Farrell suffered a paralY2ing stroke which curtai led 
his career as a dentist. 40 In the early 1950s Dr. Farrell and his eldest son 
Roscoe M. Farrell, Jr. operated tbe farm as a dai ry business for a number of 

years. WhLn they decided to give up the dairy operation, R. M. Farrell, Jr. 
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went to work for the research and development branch of Kayser-Roth Corporation 
in Burl ington. R. M. Farrell, Jr., the present owner of the A. P. Terry House 
has lived in his fami ly's home for almost his entire life and he took t~e to 
the house and property following his father's death'in 1957. 41 Since he began 
\A;orking for Kayser-Roth, Farrell has mainta;,ned the A. P. Terry Hou~e as his 
home and has occasionally raised a small number of beef cattle on the place. 
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