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west 1s enclosed with a small bathroom; on the south are two rooms of what was the
early addition to the house.

A simple molded baseboard runs throughout the interior. Doors are of four
panels with wide applied moldings and are set in simple surrounds trimmed with
mitered molding strips along the outside edge. Mantels vary in form, the simplest
being variations on the post-and-lintel theme with panels and shaped pilasters and
frieze boards. The most elaborate mantels are in the front parlor and the front
room of the transverse section of the original T block; these are fitted with
overmantels and mirrors and adorned with spindle work.

At the end of the rear porch of the kitchen 1s a small enclosed area that
was originally the well house, now serving as the furnace room. Behind the house
are a small frame shed-roof milk house, a gable~roof frame potato house, and a frame,
two-room gable-roof structure that was originally a small dwelling in another part
of Shelby and moved to this location at an undetermined time; it now serves as a
storage room. Behind this complex of buildings the vegetable garden occupies
the remainder of the lot.
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__INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES 1893 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1893 for a prominent young physician of Shelby, the Dr. Victor McBrayer
House survives as one of the most important late nineteenth century remnants of
the town. Though the house is relatively small in scale, its complex massing
and profusion of ornament, almost all of which remains in a remarkable state of
preservation, distinguishes the house as a prominent example of the eclecticism
in domestic architectural tastes of the period.

Criteria assessment:

C. The house embodies the spirit of late nineteenth century eclecticism in the
domestic architecture of the middle class, with a wealth of ornament drawn from
the Gothic and Italianate Revivals and the Queen Anne Style.
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Cleveland County's Dr. McBrayer House was buillt, according to family tradition,
in 1893 in the county seat of Shelby, at a time when the town was undergoing a period
of significant growth. Its builder was Victor McBrayer, a prominent Shelby doctor.

Victor McBrayer.was born in 1853, one of four children of Reuben H. McBrayer, )

a Mooresboro farmer. He attended medical school in New York and graduated in 1875.

On April 28, 1880 he married Esther Suttle, also of Shelby, at the bride's home. 3

The 1880 census, taken later in the year, reveals that McBrayer and his wife were

living with her mother. By this time the twenty-six year old McBrayer was one of
Cleveland County's few practicing physicians.4 McBrayer purchased land from the

Suttles as early as 1885, twenty-four acres in January,5 and two lots in April.

The second transaction makes reference to "where the said Victor McBrayer now lives,"

implying that the McBrayer-Owens House was built near an older house. McBrayer

paid $300 for this land.® McBrayer augmented his holdings with other purchases in

1896 and 1897.7

McBrayer died intestate in September of 1897 at the age of forty-five; he was
eulogized as the 'beloved physician' of his community who had "gone in and out of
the houses of suffering here and in the surrounding country without a break.'

In November of that year his widow, Esther McBrayer, was appointed by the court

to be administrator of the estate. Mrs. McBrayer was given a life estate, with

the property reverting to their five children, Alma, Pollen, Willis, Elizabeth,

and George, upon her death. After the death of Esther McBrayer on August 20,

1932, the property remained in the hands of the four children until April of

1950 when Willis McBrayer and Pollen McBrayer Mull and her husband B. M. Mull sold
their interest in the land to Alma McBrayer Webb and to Penry Owen and wife, Elizabeth
McBrayer owen. 0 Alma McBrayer Webb died in the early 1970s, leaving the property

in the hands of her sister, who continues to own 1t.

The house built for Dr. McBrayer is an 1lmportant example in the western
Piedmont of North Carolina of the eclecticism and elaboration of ornament in
the domestic architecture of the middle class--even in houses of small scale--
that reached 1ts zenith at the end of the nineteenth century. The garden and the
collection of outbuildings behind the house express the independence and
near self-sufficiency of the family units in residential areas of small towns in
Piedmont North Carolina, and reflect the transition of these families from a
totally rural existence to life in the growing towns of the region. ‘
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FOOTNOTES

lTenth Census of the United States, 1880, Population Schedule, Cleveland
County, North Carolina; Cleveland County Will Book 2, p. 521; Levi Branson (ed.)
North Carolina Business Directory for 1877-1878 (Raleigh: Levi Branson, 1878), 80.

cheveland Star (Shelby), September 20, 1897.

3Cleveland County Marriage Register, 1870-1894.

4Tenth Census of the United States, 1880, Population Schedule, Cleveland
County, North Carolina; Lee B. Weathers, The Living Past of Cleveland County
(Shelby: Star Publishing Company, 1956), 168. The North Carolina Business Directory
for 1877-1878 lists only twelve doctors in Cleveland County in 1878, just before
McBrayer began his practice.

5Cleveland County Deed Book 0, 557.
6Cleveland County Deed Book T, 113,
7Cleveland County Deed Book FF, 160 and 456.

8C1eve1and Star (Shelby), September 20, 1897.

9Cleveland County Index to Births and Deaths.

1 . . .
OCleveland County Deed Book H, 507. The fifth child, George, is not represented
in this transaction.
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| ™
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Company, 1956.
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