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The Cupola House stands on the west side of South Broad Street, the 
primary business street of Edenton, North Carolina, just north of its 
intersection with v-7est Water Street. The house is set with its end toward 
South Broad Street; its front facade faces south across a modest lawn 
toward the Edenton Municipal Building (south side of West Water Street) 
and the nearby shore of Edenton Bay. Immediately west of the house on 
West Water Street is the Shepard-Pruden Memorial Library, whose collec­
tions were located in the Cupola House itself until 1964 when a separate 
building was constructed for them. 

The Cupola House is a two-story rectangular building with clapboarded 
walls; it measures approximately 42 feet (five bays) wide and 29 feet 
(three bays) -deep. The 12-inch framed overhang at the second story of the 
front facade, with its four scrolled brackets, the beaded clapboards, 
and the steep pitch of the gabled roof all suggest a 17th-century New 
England ancestry for the house. On the other hand, the great buttressed 
end chimneys, of brick with sloping weathering, and the oval window in the 
cross gable at the center of the front facade appear to stern from the 
architecture of 17th-century Virginia. The fenestration of the Cupola 
House--9/9 double-hung sash windows on the first floor; 6/9 on the 
second--is symmetrical; original paneled shutters with large-headed bolts 
and slotted sticks secure the first floor windows while louvered blinds 
flank those above. The shingled roof is crowned by an octagonal wooden 
cupola with carved brackets and a tall terminal finial. 

Some authorities suggest that when built, c. 1725, the Cupola House may 
have been only one-and-a-half stories high. In that case, the re­
modeling carried out by Francis Corbin in 1756-58 would have included not 
only the installation of fine and vigorous Georgian paneling on the 
interior of the house, but the addition of the second story, overhang, 
and cupola as well. It is generally believed that the small entry portico 
with vaulted, plastered ceiling (center of the front facade) was also 
added during Corbin's work on the house. 

The Cupola House has a "Quaker floor Plan" of the type recommended by 
William Penn in a broadside for prospective settlers published in 1684: 
a center hall extending through the house from front to rear; a single 
large room occupying one entire side of the house (east in this case); 
and two unequal-sized rooms on the opposite side. The center hall still 
retains the paneling and staircase installed by Corbin. The newel posts 
of the stair are turned and support a richly molded and ramped handrail. 
The balusters, turned to match the posts, rest on carved brackets. This 
stairway rises to the attic story, where a circular staircase continues 
to the cupola. 
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The rooms on the eastern end and at the southwest corner of the house were 
originally (1758) paneled and their chimney breasts and doorways treated 
,·~i th fine trim below huge crowning pediments. Removed in 1918 to the 
Brooklyn Museum of Fine Art, where they are still exhibited, those elements 
were reconstructed when the Cupola House was restored in 1964-1966. On the 
second floor are two bedrooms on either side of the center hall. The 
chambers at the southeast and southwest corners still have the original 
paneling on all four walls; both feature large overmantel panels flanked 
by vertical consoles carved in a leaf pattern. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Built c. 1725 and remodeled in 1756-1758, the Cupola House at Edenton, 
North Carolina, is an outstanding example of a timber-framed residence 
illustrating the transition from 17th-century Jacobean to 18th-century 
Georgian architectural styles. It is the oldest surviving house in the 
city and, more significantly, the only extant house in all the southern 
colonies that carries a Jacobean IIjetty" or overhang at the second 
story. 

The major portion of the fabric of the Cupola House is original (as of 
1758). The house was restored in 1964-1966, at which time paneling 
previously removed from two first floor rooms was reconstr~cted. Owned by J 

the City of Edenton and administered by the Cupola House Association, the 
building is open to the public throughout the year. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Cupola House was built for Richard Sanderson c. 1725. The building 
derives its name from the octagonal cupola set at the center of its gabled 
roof. In· 1756, it was acquired by Francis Corbin, land agent for the 
Earl of Granville, last of the Lords Proprietors of the colony of North 
Carolina. During the next two years, Corbin remodeled the house, giving 
it its Georgian features: the fine and vigorous interior paneling, the 
stairway, the sliding sash windows, and probably the front (south) por­
tico. He also had carved on the front gable finial his initials and the 
date 1758. 

Corbin's heirs sold the Cupola House in 1777 to Dr. Samuel Dickinson, 
whose family retained it until 1918. The last of Kickinson's descendants 
to live in the house sold the paneling from two of the first floor rooms 
to the Brooklyn Museum of Fine Art (where it is now exhibited) and the 
building itself to the Cupola House Association. Saved from demolition, 
it was used to house a small museum and the Shepard-Pruden Memorial 
Library until 1964, when the latter moved to the adjacent building con­
structed for it. 
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During 1964-1966 the Cupola House was restored with funds provided by 
the State of North Carolina, the Richardson Foundation, and private donors; 
with the cooperation of the Brooklyn Museum, the missing paneling of the 
first floor rooms was reconstructed. Now in excellent condition, the 
building is owned by the City of Edenton but still administered by the 
Cupola House Association. It is open to the public throughout the year, 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday; 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday (closed 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year's Day, and Easter). An admission fee 
is charged. 
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Boundaries of the National Historic Landmark designation for the Cupola 
House are defined as follows: beginning at the intersection of the western 
anrbline of South Broad Street and the northern curbline of West Water Street i 
thence, westerly along said northern curbline to the eastern line of the 
parcel occupied by the Shepard-Pruden Memorial Library; thence, northerly 
along said eastern line to the southern line of commercial property fronting 
on South Broad Street; thence, easterly along said southern line to the 
western curbline of South Broad Street; thence, southerly along said 
western curbline to the point of beginning. 


