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Hou,c:-::e se t on 
fino b.oUSG of a 

d lot, is an 
Carolina. With its 

elaborcl'Lo double and it would seem much more at 
home in New Orleans or Natchez 

The house is e a block, tHo~and-a-half 

iJuJlt of brick laid in stories 
common bond 
lo 

above ~4, full raised ba,soment It is 
'I'11e~ilal1s lrJ6re ori st:,uccoed but this v-las removed, 

sh t:i.nt over the brick combina.tion 1rJhich causes' the 
color under various ts at different times of day" The 

roof is d fou:c telll which are paneled on 
each face and terminate in corbel caps The roof deck is fully expressed 
by bracke ts supp a tly extended tfm~m surrolmded by a low 
tv-ooden balustrade of intersec members ~ilith pedestals) 
squaT'e in section at each corner. A single dormer occurs on the 
front slope al1d pairs of dormers on either side.~ The se feature heavy bracke b m 
cornices and are fixed with multiple louvered blinds 

The main (south) facade feature,s a double porch supported on both level 
by robust fluted chamfered posts At the first level there is a simple bloc 
modillion cornice, and at the second an intricate bracket one. The wide 
wooden entrance steps feature elaborate iron which terminate at the 
base in delicate open ~'iTork iron posts superb oc glass 
lanterns The lO\rver porch balus is a heavy iron one of geometric 
de sign, while the upper has a diminuti vo J.ron above solid paneled 
wooden base Beneath each end of the sed-in exc areas 
that function as greenhouses 

On each floor of the facade are three The central entrance 
on the first level is se t in a huge segment,al arch" It consists of a 
segmental-headed double door flanked by engaged CoriYlthian colwnns ar,d five-

m 

pane se aded sidelights w In eCtch leaf of the door above a J:-oectan- (/) 
gulal' panel is a long frosted s cut I' pattern and a 
rich deeply cut center medallionw The frosted s in the sidelights is 
cut in an overall pattern of tiny most contrast 
to the grey fY'osted field (on the inter:ior t 
stre tbe grey s) " ,c.;t of the on the facade 
are of double fl ca.st:;rnen-!:J vrindovJs () beLch sec tion has 
a head, a two transo:Tl filledwitrl colored glass, and tw'O 
leaves wi th three clear panes above a solid 

The Sctst and l,rJest sids eleva-c-Jions are iclc:il1tical At both levels run 
fu_11 onies with si te j.ron balust:cades of intricate curvi 

The balconie ,s are SUppOT t(:;ci. by clc'31icate foliate bracks ts 
On each level four Case((ic,nt 'v,rinciollTS 1!Jith segme heads 
opRn on t:J,lconic3 (, Each lirrndovJ contc;.l t transom filled 

colo)"(-;d s and two leave~) oach 
panels. All of -Lhe floor-len 

, louvcred blinds Above the upper 
form a shallow roof resting on open 

member' scroll Sawn 

,s pane s above 
d '~'iTi th dark green 

cornice is extended to 
brace s l'ii th the 
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House has a center hall 'vvi th a parlor and 
room on the Ive st side and a s 

room) on the east. At the 
a ki -Gellen service are as and 
elevator. 

stair hall and bedroom (originally 
rear of the hall later addi tions house 

a back stair) now d an 

The main hall is an ssive space 
twelve fee t wide, and fourteen fee t 
a deep plas tel' cove cornice wi th 
the upper of the cove In the center of the ce d 
plaster medallion of a tight interlacing foliate de sign flanked by two 
square meda~lions of similar but more open de molded baseboards 
and exceptionally wide molded door case s TNi th paneled reveals and soffi ts 
occur throughout the house There are tW"O double doors near the ce nt8r of the 
vJe st wcU-l CL-.l1d one near either end of the ealst Hall Each Ie af contains a long 
vertical panel above a squaT'e one to trle south of the center of the 
east wcU-l is the arch framing the side stair hallu Within a rec 
frame, similar in de to the other doorcases) two engaged Corinthian 
support a shallOlr~- segmental aI'ch iATith d soffi t and spandrels T'ne stair 
rises along the nort}} wall to a trculsverse and returns along the south 
wall in a reverse It features a heavy ne\rJel, oc in section, a 
molded rail and turned balusters" The opeD s is not enriched) and the 
spandrel is finished with narrow vertical the north wall of the 
landing is a small round-headed niche 0 

The pal'lor alid dining rOOm have N-ood~vork clnd plaster cove cornices like 
the hall Jill especially rich effect is acJJ,ieved as the of the cornic 
break and :L'eturn around the chimney breast in each 200m" In additi n 
the flat a punc tua te d a t the corner'" 
and at the riCll foliatG cartouche s In the center of 
each is a d medallion like the one in the hall Identical 
whi te marble mantels are found in each room,., TIlley have segme tal-arched 
openings) Is vJi th flowe rs and carve d in low relie and a 
central keystone in the form of a clust(:)J~ of foliage and grapes. Around tr18 
top of each mantel) below the plain shelf is a heavy molded label terminating 
in foliated pendants 

The study and bedroom on the 6ast side of the hall have similar but 
simpler mal1tels and trim" The second floor follo~JS the same plan as the first 
but le3s elaborately finished .. 

A;:; a l>1hole:> Wessington House flas Ci.n aura of almost limi tless space filled 
!fT.L th an abmidal1ce of The e free t of the gJ.~Gat -windows opening on trw 

balconies and the spots of brilliant color in the stained glass 
transoms Inake the irmnense scale of the houso 1,"J.'1rlTl and where t mi 

be qui te overpowering 

GPO 021.724 



IJJ 

1--] 15:h Century 

[] I()th C,nlury 

[] l/t"h Century 

SI.oLC I FI C 0,\ Ic(S) (rr /\pp/icnlJlo nnrl Knoll'o) 

AflE/\S or: SI(;NIFICANCE (Checl< One or IHoro liS Approprinle) 

Abor iginol 

[] Prehi lorie 

[J Historic 

[] Agriculture 

rs:] Archi lecluro 

[] )\rl 

o Commcrc0 

[] Communicotions 

[] Conserval ion 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFIC!,NCE 

[] Educotion 

[] Engineering 

0 Indus tf)' 

0 I nvenli on 

0 Lon d~; c a po 

Archileclure 

0 Literature 

D Military 

D Music 

Cl 
0 

[I 

Cl 
0 

0 
D 

[j Wlh Ccntury 

I)'~J 191h Century 

Pol ilico I 

Roligion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Soc 10 I/HurTlon 

itnrion 

Theater 

Transportation 

[] 20th Century 

(] Urban Planning 
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From 1722 to 1758 lots 22 -' 23 -' and 2L~ in tll.e New Plan of the Town of 
Edenton formed one piece of property, as they have done since 1850 John 
Lovick bought lots 23 and 24 when they were first auctioned off -' November 
1, 1722 He acquired lot 22 soon aftervJard, and improved the three wi th a 
house fine enough to be occupied by Richard Everard the last proprie tary' 
governor, during his entire term of office 1725'~1731o stayed 
th€re even after Lovick sold it in 1730 to the mercantile firm of Charles 
vJestbeer & William Rowden for }[;700" 1rIrestbeer, TpTho died left his 
half-interest to his ·widowed sister, lvII'S. v'Vordenj Rm,.rden left his to 
his wife, Sarah, aDd their t~iTO chilclren,vIilliam and Sarah. 
IvIrs R01ATden married Dr 0 Abraham , who on that same out 
Mrs" ·v'Vordenls son James for a u1200, cL price 1,ofhich suggests 
that, Governor Everard Y shouse ('iTaS no 'This guess is 

d by the facts that the Blackalls did not occupy thE: property 
aDO that the next sale of it) 1756:; Blackall l s lVII's. 
Sarah RovJden Lyell ClDd her husband, I:30 
Francis Clark of Prince ss Ann COlinty j may have 
half·~interest, for that is what he sold for tho same 
VVhitlock, an Edenton carpenter, in 1757 There is no record of how 
Nicholas Collins, tavern-keeper, d the other half-interest. In 
1758 the three lots went into ownership and passed various 
hands until 1850 J 1AThen three were purchased Dr Thomas vJarren. 

Dr. Tho-mas Warren) son of Dru lVIichael Warren and his wife) Eliza 
of , came to Edenton in the 1830s In 1840 he married Penelope 
Johnston Dawson Skinner the of Joseph BlOl.mt Skinner and a 

of Governor Ga1irJ_el Johnston; she died in childbirth a 
year later, leaving an infant In 18L!J Warren married his 
year-old ward, lV[argare t J-lavinia Coffield.) the only child of J-ame s Coffield, 
exactly two weeks after he:c fa thr3r 1 death" They continued to occupy her 
hOYne the Coffield house on East Street, but began to plan a more 
handsome one -' using a de by 'liJ.Llliam Hanle t t ~ 
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finish to imitato brmvnstolle -the stucco was removed long 
of the tllock furniture II for each floor ilblue coral tl 1'01" 

and "bluG coral til for the first0 (The present owners 
not thro~n1 away 1,vhen all I,vere do) The estimate of 
was ~J)8) 006 h4, of labor (at $1 cL 
~)10 ,LJ~l hh 

ago~-and the pattern 
th.e second floor 
have found one knob 
cost of materials 

Gotal cos t of 

22, 18LIB Warren t lot 22 foY' ~1)400; on June 11) 1850) lot 
24 for ) and on October 24, ,lot for ~~200 Since there were 
residences and other to be demolished, construction of Wessington 
probably early in 1851 Warren did not adhere pre to Ranlett's 
plan He did not build a for bathroom.s and storerooms, 1r1Thich was 
on the side of the Ranlett onto the stair landings 
Instead of a porch rurming all around the house he preferred a double 
galleried porch with ~vrought iron railings across the front of the house and 
wrought iron balconies, upstairs and down, along both sides Some time after 
the hOUSe Was completed he added a two~story to the back, making it 
T-shaped 

MrsQ Warren1s death in 1854 left her husband to a thirteen-year-
old daughteI' and five children betHeen four ELnd ten yeaTS He did not ~' 
remarry w '\fIJhile he was serving as a surge on ~vi t11 North during 
the Civil War) his house was occupie d fo:(' a ~\Thile by Federal office:c's quartere 
in Edentono All of hio business affairs suffered his I 

absence; even in 1869 he Has still debt:; and his house had to be sold 
His chief creditor, in debt to a crec:Ii tor of hi,s mvl1, bid on the property for 
the latter) JOr-ill G Williams of Nell! Yorke llJi11ial11s and his tel's moved 
to moved in Hi th the vvarrans ( a r Has still at home), 
and Ie t the Warrens share the 3.;3 -~\Tarren Ii ved 0 In 1886 
Williams sold it to lVII'S J for her niece, Mrs 
Pauline Cameron of Edenton The Shepards f 

~Ger Anne Cameron ) lnneri ted the house; ~'I7hich is 
still owned and occupied by her S0110 

Archl tec '\fITe is one of tlle rHostJ =intere houses in the 
s~uat8) not only for its unique over-a]l dlJ :> but also for its been 
take 11 from one of the de signs d n,C1111e tt I s book" There C1l'C Ie w I 
houses in North Carolina which combine such great scale with such exceptionall~ 
well executed detail Its posi tion on Street makes it of great importancb 
to the Edenton Historic District. I 

r---__________ J 
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