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Wessington House, sat on a large, beautifully landscaped lot, is an

oxcoptionally fine hcuse of a lype unzquo in North Carolina. With its
elaborate double porch and excquisite ironwork, it would seem much more at
home in New Orleans or Natchez.

The house is essentially a large rectangular block, two-and-a-half
stories high above a full raised basoment., It 1e bullt of brick laid in
common bond. The walls were originally stuccoed but this was removed,
leaving a greenish tint over the pink brick--a combination which causes ' the
house to change color under various lights at different times of day. The
high deck-on-hip roof is pierced by four tall chimneys which are pansled on
each face and terminate in corbel caps. The roof deck is fully expressed
by brackets supporting a slightly extended platform surrounded by a low
wooden balustrade of intersecting diagonal members with simple pedestals,
square in section at each corner. A single gable dormsr occurs on the
front slope and pairs of dormers on sither side. These feature heavy bracke
cornices and are fixed with multiple louvered blinds.

The main (south) facade features a double porch supported on both level
by robust fluted chamfered posts. At the first level there 1s a simple bloc
modillion cornice, and at the second an intricate bracket one. The wide
wooden entrance steps feature elaborate iron rallings which terminate at the
base in delicate open work iron lamp posts topped by superb octagonal glass
lanterns. The lower porch balustrade is a heavy iron one of geometric
design, while the upper has a diminutive iron railing above a solid paneled
wooden base. Beneath each end of the porch are glassed-in excavated areas
that function as greenhouses

On each floor of the facade are three openings. The central entrance

on the first level is set in a huge segmental arch. It consists of a
segmentai-headed double door flanked by engaged Corinthisn columns and five-
pane segmental-headed sidelights. In each leafl of the door above a rectan=-
gular panel is a long frosted glass featuring a cut diaper pattern and a
rich deeply cut center medallion. The frosted glass in the sidelights is
cut in an overall pattern of tiny yellow crosses--& most striking contrast
to the grey frosted field (on the interior it gives the effect of sunlight

 streaming through the grey glass). The rost of the openings on the facade
are in the form of double floor-length casement windows. Bach section has
a segmeéntal head, a two-light transom filled with colored glass, and two
leaves with three clear glass panes above a solid panel.

The east and west side elevations are ldentical. Al both levels run
full-length balconies with exquisite iron balustrades of intricate curvi-
linear design. The balconies are supporlcd by aelicate foliate brackets.
On each level four large full-length casewent windows with segmental heads
open on * balconles. Bach window contal a Vour-light transom filled
with colored glass and two leaves each hovior six clear glass panes above
oiid panels. All of the floor-lengtn windows are fixed with dark green
ouvered blinds. Above the upper balconies the main cornice is extended to
orm a shallow roof resting on open triangular braces with the diagonal
ember scroll sawn.
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On the interior Wessington House has a center hall with a parlor and
dining room on the west side and a study, stair hall and bedroom (originally
the dining room) on the east. At the rear of the hall later additions house
a kitchen, service areas, and formerly a back stair, now replaced by an

elavator.

The main hall is an ilmpressive space being approximately fifty feet long,
twelve feet wide, and fourteen feet high. Its proportions are emphasized by
a deep plaster cove cornice with unusually heavy pendant moldings outlining
the upper edge of the cove. In the center of the ceiling is a diamond-shaped
plaster medallion of a tight interlacing foliate design. It is flanked by two
square medallions of similar but wmore open design. Heavy molded baseboards
and exceptionally wide molded door cases with paneled reveals and solfits
occur throughout the house. There are two double doors near the center of the
west wall and one near either end of the east wall. TRach leaf contains a long
vertical panel above a square one. Slightly to the south of the center of the
east wall is the arch framing the side stailr hall. Within a largs rectangular
frame, similar in design to the other doorcases, two engaged Corinthian columnp
support a shallow segmental arch with paneled soffit and spandrels. The stair
rises along the north wall to a traansverse landing and returns along the south
wall in g reverse flight. It features a heavy newel, octagonal in section, a
molded rail, and turned balusters. The open stringer is not enriched, and the
spandrel is finished with narrow vertical panels. On the north wall of the
landing is a small round-headed nichse.

The parlor and dining room have woodwork and plaster cove cornices like
the hall. An especially rich effect is achieved as the moldings of the cornics
breal and return arcund the projecting chimney breast in each room. In additibn
the flat ceiling area is outlined by a simple molding puncituated at the cornerp
and at the midpoint of each sids by rich foliate cartouches. In the center of
each is a large dismond~shaped medallion like the one in the hall. TIdentical
white marble mantels are found in sach room. They have segmental-arched
openings, spandrels with flowers and foliage carved in low relief, and a
central keystone in the form of a cluster of foliage and grapes. Around Lhe
top of sach mantel, below the plain shelf, is a heavy molded label terminating
in foliated pendants.

The study and bedroom on the east side of the hall have similar butb
simpler mantels and trim. The second floor follows the same plan as the first
but is less elaborately finished.

Ag a whole, Wessington House has an aura ol almost limitless space filled
with an abundance of light. The effect of the great windows opening on the
side balconies and the spots of varying brilliant color in the stained glass
transoms make the immense scale of the house warm and inviting where it wmight
otherwise be quite overpowering.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

From 1722 to 1758 lots 22, 23, and 2l in the New Plan of the Town of
Edenton formed one piece of property, as they have done since 1850. John
Lovick bought lots 23 and 2L, when they were first auctioned off, November
1, 1722, He acquired lot 22 soon afterward, and improved the three with a
house fine enough to be occupied by Richard Everard, the last proprietary’
governor, during his entire term of office, 1725-1731. Everard stayed
there even after Lovick sold it in 1730 to the mercantile firm of Charles
Westbeer & William Rowden for E700. Westbeer, who died first, left his
half-interest to his widowed sister, Mrs. Amy Worden; Rowden left his to
his wife, Sarah, and their two children, William and Saran. In 1718
Mrs. Rowden married Dr. Abraham Blackall, who on that same day bought out
Mrs. Worden's son James for a beggarly ©15.12.0, a price which suggests
that Governor Everard's house was no longer gtanding. This guess 1s
strengthened by the faclts that the Blaclkalls did not cccupy the property
and that the next sale of it, in 1756, by Blackall's step-daughtev, Mrs.
Sarah Rowden Lyell and her husband, brought only B30, The purchaser,
Francis Clark of Princess Ann County, Virginia, may have bought only a
half-interest, for that is what he sold, for the same amount, to James
Whitlock, an Edenton carpenter, in 1757. There is no record of how
Nicholas Collins, tavern-keeper, acquired the other half-interest. In
1758 the three lots went into separate ownership and passed through various
hands until 1850, when all three were purchased by Dr. Thomas Warren.

Dr. Thomas Warren, son of Dr. Michael Warren and his wife, Eliza Allen
of Virginia, came to Edenton in the 1830s. In 1840 he married Penelope
Johnston Dawson Skinner, the only daughter of Joseph Blount Skinner and a
great-granddaughter of Governor Gabriel Johnston; she died in childbirth a
vear later, leaving an infant daughter. In 1813 Warren married his fifteen
year-~old ward, Margaret Lavinia Coffield, the only child of James Goffield,
exactly two weeks after her father's death. They continued to cccupy her
home, the Coffield house on Bast King Street, but began to plan a more
handsome one, using a design by wWillizm Ranlett.

The Warren descendants still have thelr copy of Ranlet"s The Architecf,
a_Series of Original Desipgns, for Domestic and Ornamental Cottages and
Villas, Connected with Landscape Gar _Adapted to the Unl tad States:
Dlustrated by Drawings of Ground 5 . Perspective Views, Blevations,
sections and Details; it was published in L1847 by William H. Graham, Tribun

Building, New York. Design XX provided the plans and specifications for
vessington, going into such details as the manner of blocking the stucco
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finish to imitate brownstone--the stucco was removed long ago--and the pattern
of the "lock furniture' for each floor: 'blue coral' for the second floor
and "blue coral gilt" for the first. (The present owners have found one knob
not thrown away when all were replaced.) The estimate of cost of materials
was $6,006.0l, of labor (at $1.00-$1.75 = day) $2,135, making a total cost of
$10, Ll ).

On April 22, 1818, Warren bought lot for $400; on June 11, 1850, lot
2L, for $500; and on October 2l, 1850, lotb for $200. Since there were
residences and other buildings to be demolished, construction of Wessington
probably began early in 1851. Warren did not adhere precisely to Ranlett's
plan. He did not build a tiny wing for bathrooms and storercoms, which was
on the right side of the Ranlett plan, opening onto the stalr landings.
Instead of a porch running all around the house, he preferred a double-
galleried porch with wrought iron railings across the front of the house and
wrought iron balconies, upstalrs and down, along both sides. Some time after
the house was completaed he added a big two-story wing to the back, making it

T-shaped.

nN o
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Mrs. Warren's death in 185 left her husband to bring up e bthirteen-year-
old daughter and five children between four and ten yaears old. He did not
remarry. While he was serving as a surgeon wibth North Carolina troops during
the Civil War, his house was occupied for a while by Faederal officers quartere
in Edenton. All of his business affairs suffered disastrously during his
absence; even in 1869 he was still deep in debt, and his house had to be sold.
His chief creditor, in debt to a creditor of his own, bid on the property for
the latter, John G. Williams of New York. Williams and his daughters moved
to Edenton, moved in with the Warrens (only a daughter was still at home),
and let the Warrens share the house as long as Dr. Warren lived. In 1886
Williams sold it to Mrs. Margaret B. Mordecail of Raleigh, for her niece, Mrs.
Pauline Cameron Shepard, wife of William B. Shepard of Edenton. The Shepards'
daughter, Anne Cameron (Mrs. William A. Graham), inherited the house, which is
still owned and occupied by her son.

Architacturally, Wessington is one of the most interesting houses in the
suvata, not only for its unique overall design, but alsc for its having Leen
taken from one of the designs published in Ranlett's book. Thers arc few
houses 1in North Carolina which combine such grea® scale with such exceptionall
well executed detail. Its position on King Street makes it of great importanc

to the BEdenton Historic District.
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