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Fort Macon is at the exireme end of Bogue Island, on the Atlantic Oceani, L
faces Shackleflord Banks across Beaufori In¢0u5 and was constiructed as &
coastal defense fortification for the protection of Beaufors Harbor. Th
Town of Beaufort is woughly %two wiles away, northecast, across the har bo
Morehead City is ot a slightly greater distance northwest. Bogue Island,
some 2y miles long and averaging less than one mile wide, runs almosi
direchly east~west. Fort Macon is thus sited more o the south and ecasi,
a Guifl Tort wight be, than a nowmal Atlantic fortification., The Fori is ok
vigible from the water, and almost invisible from the land, until one ciicrs
through the glacis or outer wall. Originally sodded and offering clear ficilds
of fire, these walls have now been stabilized with vegetation. Pentagonally
shaped, the fort is wmainly of brick construction with Conneciicul FLCbuuunv
used freely in ramps, a1¢1uﬁ lintels, stairs, string courses, and the condon
of' the scarp. Some granite was also used in the casemates of the counteriive,
and in the gun traverses. There are twenity-one exterior walls, and of these
only the five pavade or inner walls are perpendicular. The parade covers
cbout half an acwve, iu an irregular pentagon. The longest diagonal o 185
feetw, the shortesi 100 feet, Entrances from the coveriway across the ot
appear at who Saflyportg and vhe postern. There is, in addition, one enurance
direciuly into the moat from the scarp wall. chntj—Lou: cosenates a i

same dimensions as the sallyport and pOSuO£n9 38 x 18 feet. There

(=)
magasines, eoach {riangular and abutfing the parade wall. They are locatcd
at corners oi the fort parade, proteciod on ths parade slde by arched
ways to the ierreplein, and on the scarxp side by arched chambers which sciv
vhe dual purpose of allowing unimpeded passage completely around uho ford ah
the scarp wall, waile providing storage space and fields of fire. Ouly wwo
T )

of the scarp walls arve 90 degree angies, the other three are rounded, Eac
coscmate has one large embrasure and two rifle loopholes into the moat; one
Lavgo window aud a Goowr into tho paradc* a fireplace; two ventllators L >
ceiding; and Gwo passages connecting with casewates on elther sides The
COUduU““Cm*ﬁ) supporiing the coveriway a ihe outer pOT1MbuCT of the moal

)

actually has six walls, three of thnem at angles of greater than 90 degreco,

jut’
o
ot
puty
o

Jaad two vounded. Situated in four of the angles are casemates of countei-

fire, Another casemaie of counterfire is located in the ceuter of the soulb-
cast counterscarp wall. Located behind the banquette of the covertwcy, tnc

glacis slopes away frowm the fort on all five sides, It is COmpO ed of sand
and sod, now heavily overgrown, and each of its angles is greater than 90

tea, on the covertway, and in three of the casemates of reverse [ire, The
Fort is so constructed that each of the inner walls except the parade walls,
and each of the outer walls is covered by overlapping fields of firec., in
practice the two land sides, however, were never adequatcly covered bJ
woapons, Almost all of the brick used in fhe Fort was manufactured by
craftsmcns though all the stone was imported. Most of the cxleiior
laid in Common Bond, three courses of snrctchcrd to one of heador”y
begluning of the urchcs. Brick within the awrch is generally laia in
Bond, with onc course of siretchers to one of headers. Rubbed brick is
lavishly used on arches above doors, windows, euc., and presced brick is

oul the briclkwork is excephionally well laid, and the quality of workonuii-
ship far surpasses that normally found in North Carolina in the era o' the

uscd on an ogee cap Lo one of Lthe cascmate of counterfire entrances. Thiourh-

dOFrCCuo Heavy weapous were located on the | erreplcln above the parade cascina.
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1020%s and 1830's, It compares favorably wilh the better brickwork of thc
era in Philadelphia, Boston or Washingtoin, D.Co This may in pari be .
accounted for by the fact that some of the wmasier masons who superviscd
the construciion came firom Philadelphia and Alehand*wuy though most of
isted, in the maiwn,ol ul“Vb S

the laboyr force was from the area and cons
f‘"ﬁ\:
L)

Tntierior woodwork was simple Greek Revival in cnaraCuelg as was wr
iron of the exterior stalrways, Swviving drawings Ifrom (he ¢8HO'U shou
fine mantels, door and window architraves with coxner DlOChaq and a Greok
Key design in tne wrought iron of the sitairways. The exterior of he
nlitewasnad
o

)
o

Fort was norually covered with a yellow wash, Ghe interior whlicw
and/or plastereds Ab Gimes the color of the exterior wash scems o
been governed by uhe pigments ab hand, aud the Fort was partioularly
colorful, No wash has been added to since 192l and in many
i ¢ riar 1s obvious. AL othew

-

s
4] T

nlaces ““ac o of Uhe washes ox Qf lichens and moss obscure whe brlclie
A N

by
)

<

o

—

I3
Yot 3

work, The wash has given the briclk a 1 @ than might have beon
expocled and there 1s iess lhan noraal deteﬁior vion under the prevailing
conditions ol salt air, high hunidity, and long periods of neglecho Scouc
struchural faulls are obvious on tne interior, bul many are of loag siani-
ing, and can be Graced in drawings of the Fort from the 1840%s and 1870+ s
o the presenbe. Mucn of the Civil War damage %o the siructure is easily
discewnable, as are scio World War IL changes, &hough these weie wminar
as comparaed withn the fabric of the entire siructure. No cuubufidLAuu O
exish, thougn there are two cemeteries at the site. Oubbulldings prior
to 1850 included the Cowmmandant's House, Hospital, Officers Quu ~iers,
Boathouse and Wharf, By the 1870's a ucw Hoqpl al had been bulli, along
with four quariers Do offlcers, several laundress quariers, a b4ne
houso, sLorenouse, quariers for orduance, and commisary sergeant. The
constant encroachiments of the sez would have loag ago carried TForl Macon
away, exceopt for boih the engineering work of Jettying and stabilizing
the site, aud uho congervation work of planting and stabilizing the dutss.
Though the jetlying was begun in the 1820%s the system of stone Jeuul“”
was begun in the 18L0's by Capt., Robert Eo. Lee, and the land area of
island has actually incresas ed gince that time, The sclentific plantlﬁg
and conservation practices have led not only o the permanent stabilizaw-
tion of the glacis of the fort, bul fo the creation and stablilization
of ths surrounding dunes as well,

e

o
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Fows Macon was pfOCCQuu on Bogue Po;nu by two other Foris, Fort Dobbs,
erccled in the wid-18%h Ccmtu4$ 728 a brush work wnlch had QLQappe; e
Vhe e of tne Awmerican Rovoluulon, Mord Hamptonj a WUW shaped woun
brick barracks, built c. 1800, served effectively in closing Beaufort
Losbor dur;mg the Waw of “81 , wul the encroachimenh of Wic sea we
builtﬁnd Guring the 18207 s

S Old Topsail, now Beauls
ort on Boguo Point were co

useless wibhin a few vea
Fors was covered by Ghe
The first swrveys for a e
in 1021, t%ough CUﬂSuLuCL onn did nab ““fin) and the wname Fori Mac
1ot besbowed, uatil 1826, The first known dirawings of the Fori werc
accomplLohoa oy Capio Wiie Tu]l Poussin, wno may also have becn the

The construcilon was. begun under the superinitendence of Lio, Wm. A,

and compleved by Li. G, Dutton. Capi. J.L. Smith scrved as cousiruc
superintcodent between the two. Fort Macon was firsi occupied by trcops in
December 183, though they remained ovly until February Lu;é when thoy werae
ordercd o Ghe Indian Wars in Florida. During the inverim before the iord
vas again garrisoned in the 18L0Ys much damage o the site occurrcd &nd
Caplie Re Iy Les, after a tour of imspeciion recommended the constructio
off a series of stone jettles %o stabllize the site. Thus began the jjobh
system suilll in use al the site today, though often extended, modiiied
relnforced, It was also during the 1840%s that the armamsnid of the ;ggﬁ
vas compiebed, and the the Fort probably reach Lis height in physic
stirengih, though the GLvil War era brought greater manpower. The Fort WaE
garrisoned from 1842-Lh, and apain from 1848-L9, bui was OCCUpleQ only by a
cmall carctaker force from Ghat tilnme unbil Aprll of 1861 when the Fori wos

vaken by Confederate forces. The 3 Jear spent by the Coanuerat 5 alb the Ford
was a produciive one. PhJSLcal and armament dmprovemeunis were made to o
siructure, bul the Fort was lost on April 20, *862 o Un;on latd and sea
Torces. The Fort was completely surrounded and the attack was concenbrate
on the lightly fortified land sides Wrom 1862 to 1876 the Tort renzined i
active use, and during wmuch of the vo ﬁod served as a wilitaxy prQOHQ

Proposals to establish the Tort s 1

[ \/.I.L upbuo

"P"

@ Bast Coast wilitary prison rfaci
vith prisoncrs manulacturing items of MLILuaTy clotlitng, were never acicd
upon, During the Spanish Amgr;caﬁ War the Tort was gariisoned for o chovt
period of time, but saw no duty during the First World War. Fort Maco:

became Ghe property of North Carolina in 192l as the State’s scooud sicle
park, Considerable restoration work was accomplished on hhe sirucivic by
tho Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930%s, In 1941 the Fort was wocedod

Lo the Ieceral Governwment. Fort Macon was actively garrisoned,
tne center of defewsive activities in the Beaufort Harbor ared
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wnbil April of 1905, With the termiinaticon of the Federal lease in
1946, Fort Macon was retursed to the State of North CJ?O¢1HJ¢ Seva“ui
e

wca who atbained later notoriety were either stationed ab or were
associated with Fort Macon, particularly in the twealy years pirlor
to 18060, The rosier of these men appear as a compact Who's Who, amnouy

vhem were:

o7
o
@

Maje Gene George Wo Cullun, cowmmander of Unlown Arwies in
West, Cullum served as a Captain at Foris Macon.

Maje Genio Joha Ge Foster, also served as a Captain at lMacod.

Maje Gene L.0.C. Ord, Unlon Genersl, served as a Lieutenans
b Ma con} Forg O*u in Califfornia wnamed in his honow,

oo

Maj, Gene Simon G

Genieral Robert B. Loo, while ab Fort Macon Les engineered th
E o L Y

Jetiies fox Ghe preservation of the Fori siue,

: , also a Captain av Fort Macow, Viaton
ell a8 a hero in the Battle of Vera Cruz.

Architectiveally, Fort Macon is DFObmulj tne most oultstanding brick
shructure of 16s era thaib is Oﬂuudm in North Carolina., In addition,
e Forh s also oae of the forewmost examples of its typs of wilitawy
avcnitecivwes,

- o - b, A AN i~ oy
Fort Macou is wmamed in honorx of Nathonlel Macon(1758~38j{; a wembex
of Congrass(L791-1828) from North Carolina, Macon served in Coagrcss
first as 4 RGPL@UG“@SMlVL(l?) 1815) and whew as a Scuaxfr(1815-¢828;o

’

v
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B Vs inghz d uQULLVpLj The Hlstoywau %ort N won, Dul Universiiy, 1952§
unpublished thesis, 299 pages, illusirated.

Barry, Richard Schiviver, "Fort Macon: Ivs History,V The North Carolina
M.storical Roview, April 7 950, XXVLI, No, 2, ppse 163=-177, illustrated.
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Foris Macon Collection, North Carolina State Depa run,nb of' Archiveg and
hxu001f3 Radeigh, Nowih Caroling.

Y

/‘~ inl I s
Morris, dJevome Fo, The Brief Belligorence of Forh Macon, The North Caroling .

Conlloderate Centennial Commlssion, Raicipn, L}E? 12 pages pages, illustirated,
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