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Taking rna:;arLL:Tl of its proximi ty to the ~vater, the Ja.cob 
H8nry HOU58 is orient0cl tOljlTard Front stree t and the Beaufort Harbor. The 
frcuHe diioJ'elling., t.~IJO s t,orie s high ljlJi t.h a finished attic, re sts on a high 
foundation of ball2.st stone Beaded ii\Teatherboards cover the frame and 
vlTooc1en shake 3 cover the gable roof, iivhich is continuous and has five 
different planes An exterior end chinffiey of stuccoed brick rises on the 
northii\rest side an i...nterior end chimney on the southeast side iivas added 
later The house is four bays linde and four deep.. This configuration 
appears to b8 the result of several change s that occur,red over many years" 
Originally the house was only two 'bays deep iivith a two-story rear shed, 
the first level of vfhich \i,Ta3 a porch" At an lmdetermined time, the porch 
\iv-aS enclosed and another rear she this one only one story, was added 
A t;;'TO-story shed roof porch ljllaS added across the front (southvmst) facade 
Donc colulT1l1s are used on the first level of the porch and Tuscan ones 
above, and turned balusters suppor~ a m9~d8d hapdrail at each level.. The 
porch roof is an extension of the main roof--in the coastal fashion so 
prevalent in Beaufort The original undercut modillion cornice remains 
intact along the upper portion of the facade. 

The fenestration on the front facade is changed from the original 
arT'Clllgament cUld is at lea.,st partially a result· of a change in plan and the 
adc15. tion of the porch.. Apparently the chronology of changes occurred as 
follO\I\n3~ at first there ljIJsre four or five openings on the fiI'st level ~Tith 
the entI'3.nC8 in the second bay from the right, and threE! ~,rindm\T openings 
abov'3 corresponding to the end and central openings below.. This drrange­
menL li,Tas coeval livith a hall-'and~par'lor pla.nc lJiTith the addition of tr~8 tHo-­
,cd:,ury' porch, a door at the second level was co.t behveeD the central windmoJ' 
c.uld that on the right It would seem that the long four-aver-four sash in 
the front windO'Hs were installed at the saIne ti.Trle because the molded fra:mes 
mateh that of the door at the second level Later the, entrance bay at the 
first level v,Tas closed and the door shifted to the center bay. This door 
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has a plain beaded architrave and 1t>TaS in response to the change to a center" VI 

hall plan 

All the windaTI'T sash and molded frames on tl}.e nortlnvest side appear to' 
be ariginal At the first level the windQ1i,TS c ontain four'-ovGl~~six sash,; 
the tT,\TO at the sec ond Ie vel hav'8. fou:r~over~ .. fou:c,; and the one a.t the 
lavel, four-over-tT"To The sash in the southeast ~rindm\fs reads as fol1oTiTS 
nine -oiJer~six at the fix'st level., s~i.:;{-over-six, at the second and faur-over-
four in the attic All the frames are moldedc The sash in the shed 
additions is modern"> 

The plan has undergone these major changes Originally a hall-'anc1-
porlor plan.., it was converted to .3, center-hall plan ~vi th the addition of a 
partition T~Jall in the parlar This has sincd bean removed} so that the 
hall'-;:)]1d-pal"lor plan h,:18 beeD retrieved The difference is that the 
8li.thJnea door nOT,'T apens into the parlor rctther than into the hall It is 
possible the s chirTltley Was added v.rhen the east room ceased' to 
fune Lion as a hg,ll Tr~a east room is very sirr;.ply finished ldi th a beaded 
b:J.sebo3.rd a~(l(l md.flcsl? The door and HlndnT/IT aTchi traves are made of 
a thr8rl-part Feddral molc1irig The ~:implici ty of this roow contrasts 
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strongly ljii th the elsgance of the parlor The parlor has a ljIJOoden dentil 
cornice and Ival1s plastered abo VB a fla t~paneled l;,rainscot The arc hi trave s, 
S::t'\Te that around the front door, are three-part Federal ones Particularly 
not8T;\rorthy is the , 'Hhich 1i1Thile being basically Federal, has vernacular 
quali ties ljvbich seem distinctly native to Beaufort . Paneled pilasters flank 
the rec tangular fi.re openi.ng and support a plain arc hi trave The frieze appeal s 
to be a compromise be tr4een Federal end blocks al1.d a Georgian ramped entablaturE 
resulting in the end blocks having a cyma recta profile a feature characteris" ic 
of Beaufort Three relief sunbursts of equal size ornament the· central part 
of the frieze Th-3 heavily molded cornice 811d shelf arEl ado:r'ned l;fl th dentils 
An GIlclose d stair rise s toward the front be tirmen the tTrTO rooms and is entere.d 
fl~om the parlor Closing off the parlor from the stair is a door of six flat 
pa.nel s, hung on s trap hinge s 

Tb.8 second floor has been partit.ioned into a center-hall plan" The Hc:.ills 
that, enclosed the original 'Hast bedchamber are plastered '~{ith a molded chair 
r~l:Ll and b8 ad8 d base boarc1 The par ti ti on 'tv'aJ~l has only a plain base board ~ 
Th8 mantel is of tradi tional Federal design Thr~) east room is finished ljIri th 
plti.'::>tcll:ecl. lva.lls and a beaded h::lseboard The reaX' shed room~l fOl'1Yterlyv.rare 
plastered) but are now sheathGcJ tIith viood The attj_c is siYnilarly treated,. 

t-~-~---------. ---~---~~-~------~--------.---.-.--_____ ~ __ ~. __ 
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'3TATEMENT OF Sir.;l'IIFICANCE 

The Ja.cob H8nry House is the largest and most ambitj.ous Federal house 
in Beaufort, distinguished by its drarnatic roofline and typi.cally Beaufort-
style mantel Its chief sigrrificanc8 -1j,Jhich gives it individual historic 
importance b8yond its place in -the Beaufort Historic District--deri VE)S . from 
J_ts connection 'j;1i~ th Jacob Henry; the 1809 debate over his right as a Je~T to 
hold state office and h.is O1ilm eloquent speech of defense ~T8re early milesto_ es 
in the fight for constitutional religiou,s freedom., 

Tb.e large house at 229 Front street has been identified as the home of 
John Easton) a pr0m:1.Yl8nt p:Jli tic:al and military figure in the seaport tOTrJl1 

of Beau.fort during th8 peri-ad of the Hevolutiono Deed. rosearch, hm,Tc-n/er.,. 
indic 2.t8:j tll.8. t thougb, Easton Qlj,rne d this p::,"operty, it tlTas not he 11[ho built 
the honsi3. 

0:18 of tho fi-,>'st deods to CoJ_onel John Easton is tha,t of May 7, 1768, 
lihen he bought a one-acre lot (lots 3 and 4) in Bea'ufort flneTiV tOt,m" with 
the "dilvelling house thereon" for seventy pounds proclarn.ation money" His 
appointment as an overseer in the construction of a canal from old Topsail 
In1et to the Neuse River in 1766 suggests he was living in the area. before 
this purchase of a town lot" Easton is described in. various deeds as 
lIyeom,::mll and Ilpltmter, II and probably 'j;ITas the 0~Tn8r of farmland in Cartere t 
County,. A tax list of 1779 shOljlT,S him the 0~m8r of 796 acres lfiri th thirty 
cattle) five negro slaves" and no tat,Tn lots The present house stands on 
half of lot 25 in the plan of the "old to~,mrr of Beaufort He purchased thj, 

'lot in 1771 from the tOlj\JYl C OiTlflo.ssiol1.fH's for 011e pound and ten sh:Ll1ings 
the deG d specifying that a house had to be bull toni t wj_ thin t~TO years 
As a to",lYl commissioner himself, it is J5ke ly that he duly cons truc ted a 
hons8 though probably not. an am.bitious one The requirements callGd for 

1.~:inili1IJ.rn dimensions of tt"Jenty by, fifteen fest" In 178~). for twenty pounds" 
~a:3ton sold Enoch ~vard Irthe wes-cern part of lot noD 25 2n Beaufort Old Tovnl 
c un tainin;2; thirty TIlre e fee t in front " 1'e serving the house cmd ground 
its tand~::; on untill the said E~noch ','Tard shall build one of equal 
goodness on som.s other part of the said Eastons part of the. lott or as they 
may otben,ri,se ag:L'89 ~ II The language suggests a baxgain t-.Thereby the exIsting 
hO'..188 1-Jould be ds(::!d2d to lj1rard 'L-'TheIl he built a comparable house on the 
oaster'n half of th:'1 loto Enoell lj1htrd had died by ,Septf)wbsl' of 1785 and 

did not build such a house In 179L~ Easton sold Jacob 
IrCG n paT ;~, of a Lots Distinguished by Lott No 

~,T8Td I S part being the S.E Pal"to 

'~-------------~------------~------ .. --~-----~-------------------------------_. 
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This is the site of the house at 229 Front Street The selling price was 
t:;,relv8 pounds CirclJ.!rlstances therefore indicate that Jacob Henry built the 
pre sent house some tirr.e be tr,,7een 1794 and 1802 The latter date is the e arlie st 
date for ~'Thich a tC:LX list is available shOwing him as the O~Tner of one-half 
lot in Beaufort This lot Was valued at 100 pounds, an amount sufficient to 
indicate an improved lot. 

Jacob Henry 1;\l"On a place in the history ,of his country "Then, after 
rumring successfully in 1808 as a candidate for the state legislature, he Was 
challenged tha follo;"ling year on religious grounds It was asserted that 
Henry, a Je1(, did not qualify for office because of a provision in the state 
consti tlltion requiring "belief in the di \Tine authority of the Ne"T Testament II 

Henry ma.de an eloquent speech against religious discrimination, which had 
impact outside the state as well as lifi thin 

I certainly, Hr Speal(eY'J kno~T not the design of the Declaration 
of Rj.ghts made by the people of this state in the year 1776, if it 
was not to consecrate cert,~dn great and fundamental rights and 
principles 1i>Thich even the Consti tutioncannot impair " the 
language of the Bill of Rights is) IIthat all men have a natural and 
inalienable right to worship AL]\iIIGHrry GOD according to the dictates 
of their O~Tn consciences II It is undoubtedly a natural right, and 
~vhen it is declare d to be &.11 inalienable one by the people in their 
so'vereign and original ee.pacity, any attempt to alienate ei tb.8r by 
the Cons ti tution or by la1J\T, mus t be. vain and frui tIe ss 

It is surely a questi'on between a man al1d his Naker, and 
requires more than human attributes to pronounce \i\l"hich of the 
numerous sec-!':'s prevailing in the \ilTOrld is most acceptable to the 
Deity.. If a man fulfils the duties of that religion) ~vhich his 
education or his conscience has pointed to him as the true one, no 
person, I hold, in this our land of liberty., has a right to arraign 
hiTrJ. at the bar of any inquisition 

Nothing is more easily demonstrated than that the conduct alone 
is the subject of human lali\l"s; and that man ought to suffer civil 
disquClJ_ification for' 1;vfJ.at he dOes, and not, fO'(' what he thinks 

This spoech ranks as an eax-ly and significant contribution in the struggle to 
rscl.lize some of the freedoms provided for in the United states Constitution 
Henry I s ca.use \ii/as "aided by the luminous efforts of Judge [William] Gaston, 11 

a Catholic \iITho later sought (183.5) to have religions requirements removed 
from tho Consti tution He was al101i~'ed to keep his sea.t lion a technicali ty, II 
and the stru.ggle to eliminate a religious test for poli tical office continued 
for yea.rs 

Henl~y Has one of Beaufort's outstanding ci tizens and one of its most 
ulatsly aP9r8ci. tive, as evid8nced in his 1810 description of the tovm 

of trI8 Raleigh His account, a valuable early record of 
s thd builcltngs, indus tria s;; and finds it Ifin 8 very paint 
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of viel,v a de sirab19 si tllation for a summer re sidence It is stric tly a maTine 
vill,lge and thOS3 H-h:: are fond of the amuseHlr3nt connected wi th the Hater may 
here recal VB full gratification; 1i-Thilst battling in the surf and walking on 
the beach are likely to recover the Valetudinarian II 

In 1835 Jacob Henry "of Charleston, South Carolina, II sold the house 
for $100 to Samuel Henry, his son '11he same year Samuel W .. Henry, "cabinet 
maker, rr 'sold it for $h50 to ~1arcus C Thomas., "mariner," of Beaufort The 
,Jacob Henry House is nm,r the property of John G Jones, Jr 
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HaS8c!l'eh by Che.~·le3 Bl ) Jr ;) survey specialis 
by J a.De t. 33 ':Ie, survey specialis t 

Carteret County ~S8 ) C::;rt.e.r'et County Courthouse) Beaufort, North 
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As the designate.d St2te Lial'';c'I) Officer for the Na­

tional Hi3tortC Presen1 ation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

39-(65), I hereby nominate this property for indus ion 

in t!-Je National Regist.':r and certify that it has beRn 

pVFlluated 8ccorciing to the c~i.t~;ria mId procechues set 

forth by the Nat~onal P8rk Ser:vlce. The recommended 
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N8tional Register, 
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Jacob Henry House 
229 Front Street 
Beaufort~ North Carolina 

USGS Map:; Beaufort Quadrangle 
Scale: 1: 24:;000 
Date ~ 1949 
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