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Taking maxdmum advantage of its proximity to the water, the Jacob
Henry House is orisntad toward Front Street and the Beaufort Harbor. The
tories high with a finished attic, rests on a high

framg dwelling, two 3%
foundation of oallz T stone. DBeadsd weatharboards cover the frame and
woodan shakes cover the gable roof, which dis continuous and has five

difisrent planes. An exterior end chimney of stuccoed brick rises on the
novthwest sids; an interior end chimney on the southsast side was added
later. The house is four bays wide and four deep. This configuration
appears to ba the result of several changes that occurredover many years.
Originally the houss was only two bays deep with a two-story rear shed,
the first level of which was a porch. At an undetermined time, ths porch
was enclosed and another rear shsd, this one only one story, was added.

A two-story shed roof porch was added across the front (southwest) facade.
Doric columns are usad on the first level of the porch and Tuscan ones
abova, and turned balusters support a moldsd hapdrail at each level. The
porch roof is an extansion of the main roof--in the coastal fashion so
pravalent in Bsaufort. Ths original undercut modillion cornice remaing

intact along the upper portion of the facade.

The fenestration on tha front facade is changed from the original
arvangament and i1s at least partially a result of a change in plan and the
addition of bhe porch. Apparently the chronology of changes occurred as

follows: at first there ware four or Ffive opemings on the first level with|

the entrance in the sscond bay from the right, and thres window openings
abova corrasponding to tha end and central openings bslow. This arrangs-
ment was coeval with a hall-and-parlor plan. With the addition of the two-
story porch, a door at the second level was cut between the central window
and that on the right. It would ssem that the long four-over-four sash in
the front windows were installed at the same time because the molded framss
match that of the door at the second level. Later the entrance bay at the
first level was closed and the door shifted to the center bay. This door
has a plain béaded architrave and was in response to the change to a center
hall plan.

A11 the window sash and moldaed frames on the northwest sids appear to
be original. At the first level the windows contain four-ovar-six sash;
tha two at the second lavel have . four~over-four; and the ons at the attic
lavel, four-over-two. The sash in the southeast windows reads as follows:
nine-ovar-six at the first level, six-over-six at the second and four-ovar-
four in the attic. ALl the frames are molded. The sash in the shad
additions is modern. : :

The plan has undergone thres major changes. Originally a hall-and-
parlor plan, it was convarted to a center-hall plan with the addition of a
partition wall in the parlor. This has sincs bean ramoved, so that the
hall-and-parlor plan has besn retrisved. The difference is that the
aentiancs door new opens into the parlor rather than into the hall. It is
possible that the southaast chimney was addad when the east room ceased to
function as a hall. Ths east room is vary simply {inished with a beaded
basabcard and simple mantsl, The door and window architraves are made of
a threa-pert Fedsral molding. Ths simpliclty of this room contrasts

SNOITL2INY 1SNI

328




Fw?19£0% UNITED STATES DEPAR THEMTOC'HWINTEMOR [stare
{July 19469) NAH ONAL PARK SERVICE North Carolina
MATIOMAL FOF HISTORIC PLALES  jcounTy
Carterst
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

TORY - MOMIMATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

(PMumbas all eantrlas)

@

lagance of the parlor. The parlor has a wooden dentil
cornice and walls plastered above a flat-pansled wainscot. The architraves,
save that around the front door, are thres-part Federal onaes. Particularly
notaworthy is the mantel, which while being basically Federal, has wvernacular
qualities which seam distinctly native to Beaufort. . Pansled pilasters flank

strongly with the =

=y
=)
5
£

the rectangular firs opening and support a plain architrave. The frieze appeais

to be a compromise batwean Federal end blocks and a Georgian ramped entablature

resulting in the end blocks having a cyma recta profile~--a feature characteristiic

of Beaufort. Three relief sunbursts of equal size ornament the central part
of the frieze. Tha heavily molded cornice and shelf are adorned with dentils.
An enclosad stair rises toward the front between the two rooms and is enterad
from the parlor. Closing off the parlor from the stsir is a door of six flat
panels, hung on strap hingss

The second floor has bean partitioned into a center-hall plan. The wal lo
anclosad the ori 1ﬂaJ wast badchambsr are plastered with a molded chair
and bgadad bdbeooarJ@ The partition wall bhas only a plain bassboard.
nxntél is of traditional Federal design. The east room is finished with
ared wallg and a bsaded baseboard. The rear shsd rooms formerly wsre

‘)erLu

astered, bubt are now sheathed with wood. The attic is siwmilarly treated.
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The Jacob Haenry House is the largest and most ambltious Federal house
in Reaufort, distinguished by its dramatic roofline and typically Beaufort-
style mantel. Its chief significance--which gives it individual historic
importance beyond its place in the Bedufort Historic District--derives from
its connection with Jacob Henry; the 1809 debate over his right as a Jew to

hold state office and his own eloquent speech of defense were aarly milestorles

in the fight for constitutional religious freedom.

The large house at 229 Front Street has been identified as ths home of
John Baston, a prominsat political and wmilitary figure din the seaport town
of Beaufort during the period of the Revolution. Deed research, howsver,
indicates that though Taston owned this properhty, it was not he who built

the housa.

One of the first deads to Colonsl John Easton is that of May 7, 1768,
when he bought a one-acre lobt (lots 3 and L) in Beaufort "new town" with
tha "dwelling houss thereon" for seventy pounds proclamation monsy. His
appointment as an overseer in the construction of a canal from old Topsail
Inlet to the Neuse River in 1766 suggests he was living in the area bsfore
this purchase of a town lot. Easton is described in various dseds as
"yagoman' and "planter,'" and probably was the owner of farmland in Carteret
County. A tax list of 1779 shows him the owner of 796 acres with thirty
cattle, five mnegro slaves, and no town lots. Ths prasent house stands on
half of lot 25 in the plan of the "old town' of Beaufort. He purchased thi
‘1ot in 1771 from the town commigsionsrs for one pound and ten shillings,
the dead specifying that a houss had to be bullt on it within two years.

As a town commissionsr himself, 1t is likely that he duly constructed a
honse though probably not an ambitious one. The requirements called for
minimnm dimengions of twanty by fifteen fezt. In 1785, for twenty pounds,
Easton sold Enoch Ward "the western part of lot no. 25 in Beaufort 0ld Town
cuntaining thirty three feet in front . . . reserving the house and ground
it stands on . . . untill the said Enoch Ward shall build one of equal
goodnsss on some othar part of the sald Eastons part of the lott or as they
may otherwise agra=." The language suggssts a bargain whereby the existing
houss would be dezdzd to Ward when ha built a comparszble house on the
rastern half of tha lot. Enoch Ward had died by Septewmbar of 1785 and

‘ora probably did not build such a house. In 179l Easton sold Jacob

i arbain part of a Lottt . « « Digtinguishad by Lott N,
- adjoining Ward's part . - . being the S.E. part. .
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This is the site of ths house at 229 Front Street. The selling price was
twalve pounds. Circumstances therefore indicate that Jacob Henry built the

date for which a tax 1list is awvailable showing him as the owner of one-half
lot in Beaufort. This lot was valued at 100 pounds, an amount sufficient to

indicate an improved lot.

Jacob Henry won a place in the history of his country when, after
running successfully in 1808 as a candidate for the state legislature, he was
challengad the following year on religious grounds. It was asserted that
Henry, a Jew, did not qualify for office becausse of a provision in the state
constitution requiring "belief in the divine authority of the New Testament."
Henry mads an eloquent speach against religious dlscrlmlnatlon, which had
impact outside the state as well as within.

I certainly, Mr. Speakar, know not the design of the Declaration

of Rights mada by the people of this State in the year 1776, if it
was nolt to consecrate certain great and fundamentsl rights and
principles which even the Constitution cannot impair. . . . the
language of the Bill of Rights is, "that all men have a natural and
inalienable right to worship ALMIGHTY GOD sccording to the dictatess
of their own conscisnces.'" It is undoubtedly a natural right, and
when it is declarsd to be an inalienable ona by the people in their
sovereign and original capacity, any attempt to alienats either by
the Constitution or by law, must be vain and frultless. « .

It is surely a question between a man and his Maker, and
requires more than human attributes to pronounce which of the
numarous sects prevailing in the world is most acceptable to the
Deity. If a man fulfils the duties of that religion, which his
education or his conscience has pointed to him as the trus one, no
person, I hold, in this our land of liberty, has a right to arraign
him at the bar of any inguisition. . . . :

Nothing is more easily demonstrated than that the conduct alons
is the subject of human laws, and that man ought to suffer civil
disqualification for whalt he doas, and not for what he thinks.

This speech ranks as an early and significant contribution in the struggle to
raalize some of the frasdoms provided for in the United States Constitution.
Henry's cause was "aided by the luminous efforts of Judge [William] Gaston,"
a Catholic who later sought (1835) to have raligious requiremsnts removed
from the Constitution., Hs was allowad to keep his seat "on a technicality,"

and the struggle to eliminate a religious test for political office continued
for ysars. : ‘

Heniy was one of Beauofort's outstanding citizens and one of its most
articulately aporeciziive, as evidanced in his 1810 description of ths town
for the editor of ths Ralwéfh Stac. His account, a valuable early record of
Beaufort, déscribss the buildings, industries, and finds it "in every point

present houss sometims batween 1794 and 1802. The latter date is the earliest
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of view a desirable situation for a summer regidence. It is strictly a marine
village and thoss who are fond of the amusemsnt connected with the water may
hare recelve full gratification; whilst battling in the surf and walking on
the beach are likely to racover the Valetudinarian.!

In 1835 Jacob Henry "of Charleston, South Carolina," sold ths house
for $100 to Samuel W, Henry, his son. Ths same year Samuel W. Henry, "cabinat
maker," ‘sold it for $450 to Marcus C. Thomas, "mariner," of Besaufort. The
Jacob Henry House is now the propsrty of John G. Jones, Jr.
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