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contains the COl.:r~~o:)rn Hith jury rooms and robing room at the rear. The in­
terior is plas~::-ed throughout, and the original interior arc hi tectural trim, 
becoming more elaborate with each succassive floor, remains substantially 
intact .. 

The basement, used primarily for storage, is very simply finished, Hi th 
round-arched door openings and vertical beaded sheathed doors. 

The first floor contains heavy wooden trim consisting of high molded." ,,-' 
baseboards, wide molded architraves, flat-paneled door soffits and reveals, 
and flat panels beneath the window sills.. Each room contains a stai.ned pi:::18 
mantel in a Victorian Gothic design.. The t~vo north8rnmost roo.rns. are small 
and each has a small-scale mantel consisting Of,,·trilllcated Doric pilasters 
supporting a plain curved frieze and a curved shelf II The more ornate mantels 
in the center rooms are very similar in design.. The pilasters, ~Ti th applied 
pendant motifs, support a frieze elaborated with applied strips, a plain 
center tablet, curved end blocks and a curved shelf.. The mantels in the t~'TO 
southernmost rooms are identical, each wi th paired pilasters on high oaS:3S 
supporting a frieze with an applied corbel cornice and a large pendant-shaped 
center tablet and a curved shelf .. At the rear of the hall against the e"-L3t 
wall, a single flight of wooden steps provides alternate c3.CC8SS to tha ba3a­
ment .. 

At the second-floor stair landing on each side, a round-headed double 
door, each leaf flat-paneled, opens to the courtroom.. The ornate arc hi te::::tur2.: 
trim and most of the furni ture of the courtroom are original. The room 
features an unmolded baseboard, a vertical bead8d sheathed dado and molded 
chair rail, wide molded architraves, ond flat-paneled doors ivj.th flat-pa~31ed 
soffi ts and reveals.. The ceiling is a masterpiece of coffered plaster work, 
wi th deeply molded ribs radiat.ing out~vard from a center intricate opel1nor.-k 
plaster medallion.. The ribs ov-erlap the plaster cove cornice and terrnin::l.-(-e 
below the cornice in small Corinthian corbels.. The cornice area bet'ireen 2::J.8h 

rib is elaborated vTith a round flat p::Lnel flanked by roctangu1a2 on3S. Portior:.s 
of the plaster 'V-Tork were restored tv-Tice in the twentieth century folloT.-Jing 
small attic fires.. In the center of the south wall of the courtroom is a 
rour.d-archsd plaster niche, throu.gh TtThich a round-ar~h8d flat-pctn81ed doo.'C'· 
leads to the robing room.. A ~vide molded plaster surround ~v-i th engaged pla.st8.r' 
Corinthian colonnettes frame s the niche" The ~TOGden judge I s bench in fr()r:t 
of the niche is elevated on a wooden platform Hith a molded baseboard ane. 
vertical sheathad sides aJld cont.r:lins round-2xched flat-paneled ornamantati8n. 
Surrou!'.ding the bench i3 a ser:1icircular platfor~ parti tione d into sec '~i0!13 
for the variouscour t particip.1nts by a ca3t-iron railing of rich C1l!'\i'i.l:Ln::; 3.1' 

design.. The Hooden courtroom benches hava curvad cast-iron arm~3 tv-I th rosa fJ-t'3 
motifs.. The three slnd.11 roorns b:J l:c_nc1 the cGurtrouLTl (the robtHg '" roo~!l in thd 
center and the jury rOGms on oi th3r side) have ·icl.en-f;ical a.rchi tacturrl.l tr:;_':':l 
but lack 1Vainseots. PrivatA access to the c01.1rt~'o()m is provid~d for the jll(:~S8 

by an enclo::>ed stair 'Hhich ascends in a singlE] flight frot7l. t~18 firi3t floo.:' 
to the robing rOOm. 
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CONDITION 
IZl Good 0 Foir 

(ChI'CK One) 

o Unaltered 

(Ch'3ck Uno) 

o Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PREst::NT "I'.::> CF!IC;fNAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

o Unupo,ad 

(C/leck C?ne) 

o Moved rn Original Si 10 

The Caswell COw~ty Courthouse, a monumental embodiment of Victorian 
institutional architecture, is a rectangular stuccoed brick structure locate( 
on the south side 0:' Courthouse Square in YanceyvIlle. There is a sweeping 
view of the hills surrounding Yanceyville to the rear. 

The two-story building, five bays wide and seven deep, is elevated on a 
foundation of rusticated granite blocks and crowned by a cupola octagonal in 
section. Pilasters separate the bays of each elevation, and a belt course 
di vides the first and sec,ond stories, breaking out around the pilasters" 
The second story, containing the courtroom, is treated as a piano nobile 
and is emphasized on the exterior by greater height and more elaborate 
arc hi tectural detail. The tlrree center bays of each elevation project as a 
shallow paviUon, and the roof breaks out over each pavilion in a segmental 
arch 0 At the second story on the east and west elevations the pavilion 
pilasters have stuccoed Doric capitals.. The second-story pilasters of the 
main (north) entrance pavilion are emphasized by colorfully painted metal 
Corinthian capi tals composed of 'ears of corn and tobacco leaves.. Each first. m 
story window contains four-over-four sash in a rectangular opening tvith a 
simple wooden surround and a granite sill. Each second-story window has 
six-over-six sash in a round-headed opening, with lvooden Lombard tracery 
articulating the upper sash and an identical architrave and sill.. In the 
wall surface beneath each 'Window at both levels is a rectangular f~at panel .. 

Decorati va trim is concentrated at the cornice and provides a heavy 

m 

z 
V') . 

visual cap, with large wooden acanthus modillions supporting"the deeply over- c: 
hanging molded wooden eaves.. Beneath the cornice'is- a- wide frieze with an n 

-f 
upper wooden dentil course and a lower brick corbel table. The low hip roof 
is covered with tin. Interior stuccoed paneled brick chimneys tuth molded 
caps project from the roof--three on the east side and three .on the v-T8st sid p 
The octagonal wooden cupola which rises from the apex of the roof is crowned 
by a dame covered with tin which supports an open lantern and a weatharv~e. 
Each flush-sheathed face of the cupola is enframed by "rooden pi~astars and 
a wooden corbel table like the bays of the main structure, with a dentil 
cornice beneath 'the molded cupola eaves.. The north, s'outh, east,and west 
faces contain round openings, some with clock faces still present~ _ 

The· main (north) facade, which faces the square, is drrunatized by the 
· void of the recessed porches at both levels of the paviliono A balus.trade 
· with heavy turned balusters and a molded handrail protects .the upper porcho 

The main.entrance, in the rear wall of the lower porch, is a tall double 
'door, each leaf raised-paneled with heavy boss and rosette ornament, set 

· wi thin a fiat-panel.ed opening.. In each side wall of the lower porch is a 
dOUble. flat-panoled door set within an identical opening leading into a 
plastered stair hall containing a wooden spiral stair to the second D_oor. 
Tall turned balusters and a heavy molded handrail wind upwards from the 
paneled polygonal naHel at the base of each stair.. The east stair continue~ 
to the attic with a simpler railing. Beneath the west stair stone steps 
descend to the basement .. 

Both the basement and the first floor follmv a center-hall plan, In th 
three room~ of ~arJing si~es opening off ~ach side. The second floor 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNI~ICANCE 

The pre sent Cam'lell County Courthouse, an oelee tie Vie torian strue ture 
designed by John William Cosby and built between 18S8 and 1861, is archi­
tecturally one of the most distinctive courthouses in North Car.olina. The 
unusually striking main facade is dramatized. by, th8 "racessea entrance porch 
on two l€tvels, the brightly painted capitals of corn and tobacco, and the 
fine arched corbel course of the cornice. 

The Caswell County Courthouse is the fourth builtin trLe connty since 
its creation in 1777. The third courthouse, which was designed and built 
by the Hillsborough carpanter-builder John Berry bebn~en 15Jl and 1833, 
burned. The April county court of 1857 considered repo.iring thts building, 
but by July, the court ordered a naw one to be built and appointad a group 
of building commissioners. Evidently the commlssionsr's hald an arc hi tac tur~ 1 
competi tion, for thE:! January 8, 1858, issue of the Nil ton Chro!"d.cle,. Vol. 
11, No. 45, announced that 

The NEH-l Court House was not let on the uay appointt:3d by tha 
commissioners. Further time was allowE:!d Archi wcts to draw up 
plans.. The commissioners met on Tuesday last, howeve'r, agreeable 
to adjournment and adopted the plan dra\ffi up by John W. Cosby, 
Esq., late of Raleigh and now of Hali f(L"<: , Va. Mr .. Cosby has no 
superior as an arc hi tec t, as the assylrun [sic] for the Mu to s in 
Raleigh and other grand monumants to his genius fully attBsto 

John William' Cosby was' the son of Dabney Cosby, who opflra t9d a brickY3_Td on 
!Iarge tt Stree t in Raloign and is sa:ld to have bean an archit~c t himself .. 
The Asylum 'for the Mutes to which the above account refers 1f:lS buil t by 
Dabney and J 0 W .. Cosby in 1848 in crenellated Norman !levi val style 13 Uni'oJ."­
tunately the identi ty of the "other grand monuments" design':3d by Cusby re­
mains a mystery .. 

The Caswell County Courthouse was completed in 1861 at a cost of 
slightly mora than $2.'3,000. Th8 stono u3ed in its con.~;t,r'u~~til)n ·w.3.8 qU3.rrie( 
abou t one -half milo from tlF'l si te, and thd uri·-::;k \·ns mJ.ue n~ ;.lI' th8 quarryo 
Count.y legend, probabJy still1ul.:l r,(id by the lTl.Jgnific.)n,-;8 of tb.EJ c:o:T:;'13tjd 
structure, holds that tr.a bailJer ~1l8nt brok~ b-31'OI:"3 thfl y2.!. ... d ·~iCl:J l'il'lcld .i.n 
and the ret.J.~.~jng vi:lll cor::-;tn.l,-:;tBd, [U)(j l.J.t.o(' cor,llILl.tb·Jd suicids. A.Lth();~:~h 

the buildinz: i:J i.:1 good structur.11 conj~_ti()'l .. it:l Til,1.~;~i:LV1n:!~:.J i:1 unfJ."'t!;.:"ll. 
disguisau by i L') ;.JJ."3.:>':.:nt eoa,t of \o{(lji:,:! paL'..,! ].flU U:.a GI.'n::1·~8 C':'L3 t·, :;"rr)!,\ ~'lj~""C 
v;hieh or:.i 2:; r'~" ~-iu:.-':'~,·,:,(":cd it lrTJ,C; r);.3l.1·:·~:,t:t'.J'- -J'ur l'dpui.l' in l')lil ::t.:Hl Ej"Ld 
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for scrap iron during the Second World War. 

The building I s primary historical significance is the result of a fal'TlGus I 
murder which occurred during Reconstruction.. John ~f" Stephens, a Republica::l 
state senator, was ambushed and assassinated in the courthouse on Hay 20, 11370, 
by members of the Ku Klux Klan, 'tvhereupon the county vIas placed under martial 
law by Governor ~filliam W .. Holden.. Holden was later impeached for his 
"dictatorial" actions, the only governor in North Carolina ever forcibly ro­
moved from office. 

Tne arc hi tectural finish and furnishings of the cpurtroom are partlcularlv 
note't<J"orthy.. The coffered plaster ceiling,. a sp,ec,tacular display of the - J 
plasterer's craft, spawned the local tradition that an itinerant French archi­
tect, finding the courtroom unfinished following the completion of the struct 8 

itself, asked to execute the ceiling and Has granted p3rmission.. ThE courtroo-~il 
is nearly unchanged in appearance and contains most of the original furni t 1.lre It 

The original fabric of the entire courthouse, both exterior and interior, is 
remarkably intact. 
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Hobbs, Robert C ) to Ruth Little Stokes, January, 1973, copy in Survey files, 
Office of Archives ~Ld Histo~J-, Raleigh, North Carolina. 

Olsen, otto H .. Caroetba p'er's Crusade: The Life of Albion Winegar Tourgee!.t 
Bal timore : The J o11..':1s Hopkins Pre ss, 196 • 

Reconstruction Papers 1868-1871. Affidavit of John G .. Lea explaining the 
events surrounding the murder of J. W .. Stevens, July 2, 1919 (released 
1935) .. Private Collections, Division of Archives and Ivlanuscripts .. 

Smi th, l1:rs.. Arthur "Famous Struc ture may be viewed by public today," 
Greensboro Daily Ne~oJs -' Dec.. 7, 1952 .. 

The Hilton Chronicle, Vol .. 17, No .. 45, January 8, 1858.. (On microfilm at the 
Sta te Arcbi va s) .. 
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Research and arc~:':""G2::;-:D.:'21 description by Ruth Lit.tle Stokes, survey 
specialis t t 

Brown, Mis s 1<122"':i:" -,.;.:. -; E Ci!. "If Courthouse s Cm,lld Only TaJJ{--," Popular 
Government) ~·~2.rc:b., 1935 .. 

Caswell County Rec~:r,c'ds.!' Caswell County Courthouse, Y3Ilceyville, North 
Carolina, Offics of the Register of Deeds (Subgroups: Court Minutes 

Caswell County Recorc.s, Office of Archive s and History, Raleigh, North 
Carolina, (Subgroups: Court Minutes) .. 

Henderson, Tom. IlHomespun Yarns," ~boro Daily News, May 19, 1940 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRooERTY 

CORNER 

NW 
NE 
SE 
SW 

LATITU DE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o o 

o o 

o o 

Q, o 
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LAT;T~~;--- -T-~-=-~~~E 
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As the designated State Lioison Officer for the Na­

tional Hist-:>rie Preservation Act of 1966 (Public LaW' 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has beCln 

pvaluated accordin~ to the c-ite~ia and procedu res set 

forth by the National Park Serv1ce, The recommoi:!oded 

level of significa nce of this nomination is: 

o National 0 ,/7tate [2l: Local 

Name -cf: Dfze <:,~_,_~ __ 
Ho G. Jones / 

I hereby certify that this property is included in t.he 

Netional Register. 

Dir~ctor, Office of Archl;'lology .3I1d His/ode Preset'vatinn 

D'Jte 

.~. ------.~--------
Ke")per of The Nacie,nal l~""i~is[~(' 
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