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In February, 1869, Powell and his wife sold to George W_ Swepson, a 
prominent industrialist and financier of the Reconstruction era, a one-half 
undivided interest in the "Lime Kiln tract.1i Also included in this conveyance 
,.;ras a half-in teres t in the "mules waggons oxen carts tools fixtures &c 
Connected with the lime kiln. "Exactly how long the kiln had been in 
operation before this date is �u�n�c�e�r�t�a�i�n�~� but the deed refers to it as a going 
concern. During this early period the kiln was reported to be "making 100 
tons 17;f �l�i�~�7� per month tv The industrial census of 1870 reveals that the 
Powell quarry was at that time yielding 600 tons of ·limestone annually, which 
was being converted to 4,800 pounds of pure lime per year by the kilnsd This 
process consumed 1,200 cords of wood annually. 

Powell and Swepson continued to operate the furnace or furnaces (it is 
not clear when the other two kilns were added) until March, 1877, when they 
sold a �2�8�3�~�-�a�c�r�e� tract including the kiln or kilns to Moses Be Trollinger for 
$1,978@ In the deed of conveyance Powell and Swepson reserved the right to 
remove from the premises "the Rock Comprising the ten new Lime Kilnso" What 
this clause refers to is uncertain, but it suggests that Powell and Swepson 
were at some point entertaining plans for a massive expansion of their enter
prise. After a highly successful career as an industrialist Powell died on 
March 22, 1888 No evidence could be found to indicate that he ever held a 
public office 

Trollinger owned and operated the lime kilns from 1877 until his death 
about 1888 .. He may have been employed by Powell'and Swepson before purchasing 
the kiln property, as the census of 1870 shows his occupation as "Mine Manager .. I 

The 1880 census lists him as a farmer. Although never the influential figure 
that A. M .. Powell was, Trollinger served as a Catawba County Commissioner from 
1878 to 1880 and from 1882 to �l�8�8�4�~� Branson's North Carolina Business Director 
reveals that Trollinger's widow Susan operated the lime kilns under her name 
from about 1889 until at least as late as 1896 Unfortunately, no production 
records could be located for any period after 1870 

In 1903 Moses Trollinger's estate was divided by the Catawba County 
Superior Court, with Mrs Trollinger receiving a 100-acre tract including the 
lime furnacese The tract was valued by the court at $600ID A report made for 
the North Carolina State Geologist in 1917 indicated that one of the three 
existing kilns had been in operation as late as the previous year and was still 
in reasonably good condition.. Mrs .. Powell died or otherwise disposed of the 
lime kiln tract sometime before 1920.. In that year L A .. Rudisill and his 
wife conveyed to D .. M .. Carpenter a 100-acre tract "being lot No 1 in the 
division of the lands of M .. B.. Trollinger "Carpenter died in 1944 and 
in 1959 his heirs conveyed to Ray H Bollinger, the present owner a 77 56-
acre portion of the original tract 
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109 East Jones Street 
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As the des ignated State Liaison Officer for the Na
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