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The Propst House is a story-and~a-half mansard-roof frame cottage wi th 
a ma11sard tower and interesting wooden ornament The building presents an 
aSYTl1metrical appearance; however, it is basically a center-hall plan, two 
rooms deep on the east and one room deep on the west. All three rooms are 
relatively similar in size but the livest room is set back about midway along 
the hall, creating a "T-"sh2ped,plan A square tower rises two-and-one­
half stories at the', front of the hall in the right angle of the "Til. The 
south (main) entrance is placed in the tower wall as is a second entrance 
located in the west wall of the tower. (Both doors open into the hall@), 
A shed porch begins above the main entrance and follows the angles of the 
house across the west portion of the main facade The plain frieze of the 
porch roof is supported by paired, chamfered posts, each broken by a molded 
band in the upper portion. A scroll sawn balustrade forms an attractive, 
patterned boundary for the porch Each of the three first floor rooms has 
a projecting bay.. The room at the base of the "T" (west room) has a three­
sided bay with one window of four-over-four sash in each plane.. The south 
arm of the "T" plan has a rectangular projecting bay With similar, but 
double windows in the south plane only. The, other room has a projecting 
bay on its east side quite like the west roomo Each of the projecting bays 
has a bracketed frieze similar to that which carries around the house just 
below the slightly concave mansard roof.. The remaining windows of the first 
floor have four-over-four sash, and frames with triangular-arched heads 

Patterned shingles cover the concave mansard roof, which is surmounted 
by a heavy, plain molded cornice.. Piercing the roof are large gable dormers 
containing segmental-arched windows and ornamented sawn scroll work. At the 
second level of the tower, on each of the two exposed faces, is a tall 
round-headed window with a wide surround terminating in a gabled hood As 
the tower breaks free above the roof line its ornamentation increases. Just 
beneath the bracketed cornice of the mansard roof are large quarter fans in 
each corner of the visible faces of the tower. The fans have large leaves, 
rounded on their outer edges, With a large hole piercing the tip of each 
leaf. Each side of the mansard roof of the tower (also concave with a 
molded cornice) has one round-headed dormer window with a similar surround 
terminating in a rounded hood 

The interior finish of the house features late Victorian symmetrically 
molded architraves, with large corner blocks accented by small roundels. 
A wainscot of narrow beaded vertical sheathing i-s found in the hall and 
southeast roomm An open-string stair with wave-pattern brackets, molded 
hand rail, turned balusters and newel rises from near the rear hall door in 
an unbroken ascent.. The elaborate late Victorian mantels may have been 
embellished by the builder, Propst, who Was a carpenter. The mantel in the 
southeast room has wide, carved pilasters wi th paired brackets supporting 
a heavy shelf and four small raised panels in the frieze below. The over­
mantel has small raised panels flanking a large central one; four small 
fluted pilasters divlde the panels Shelves behind bands of spindlework on 
eithor side and above the central panel are joined by an arch across the 
top with carved fans in the spandrels. The mantel term.inates in a ramped 
upper element featuring carved fans and a diamond-shaped cartouche in the 
friez80 Various geometric patterns and floral designs have been incised on 
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the entire mantel The west room has a more delicate mantel, similar in form 
to the southeast room, but quite different in detail Paired engaged turned 
posts support brackets which in turn carry an unadorned shelf The frieze 
has a square center tablet with leaves radiating from a small boss or roundel. 
A graceful vine pattern springing from each edge of the center tablet is in­
cised on the frieze The overmantel has a small, beveled-edge mirror in the 
center with vertically gouged panels on each side Shelves with spindle 
courses separate the upper and lower gouged panelse Carved fans and other 
ornament appear above the mirror. The mantel in the northeast room is plainer 
wi th a mirrored overmantel.. The arches framing the projecting bays of the two 
parlors feature elaborate spindle and sawn scroll work. The second floor 
repeats the plan of the first but lacks the elaborate detail 
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The Propst House is a handsome Second Empire-style cottage embellished 
by elaborate wooden ornament thought to have been executed by its first 
owner, a carpenter It is one of the most architecturally interesting 
buildings in Hickory, and apparently the only example of its style. The 
purchase and planned restoration of the house by the Hickory Landmarks 
Society, Inc., has been a preservation effort of considerable local 
importance 

J. Summie Propst, contractor-carpenter, built his Second Empire cottag~ 
at 1819 Tenth Avenue (later renamed 723 Main Avenue, S.W.) shortly after he 
purchased the lot from Robert P Dakin and his wife, Ae B. Dakin, on 
October 17, 1881. Mr. Propst was recognized locally for his ability as a 
cabinetmaker; examples of his work exist in several Lutheran Churches of 
the area as well as in his own home The Propst House is said to have been 
a favorite gathering place for friends to go for a social hour and singing 
after church services. Propst, in addition to his active participation in 
the religious affairs of his community, also figured prominently in 
municipal affairs. He is especially remembered for his prohibitionist 
stand while serving as a member of the Hickory Board of Aldermen. 

PrOpst, who had no children, sold his house to Noah G. and Alda S. 
Deal, on November 22, 1937, With the restriction that the transaction not 
be consummated until his death, which occurred on June 15, 19L~0.. The house 
became the "homeplace" for Noah G .. and Alda S. Deal until their deaths; 
then, by the terms of their will, a daughter, Metta Deal, inherited the 
house, built by her uncle, J Summie PrOpst. On April 10, 1968, the 
Hickory Landmarks Society, Inc (formed to save the Propst House) purchased 
the house, whlch Was falling into disrepair and faced destruction, from 
Miss Deal and moved it to its present location in city-owned, Shuford 
Memorial Gardens Restoration is underway, directed by architect Philippe 
Gilissen and Hickory Landmarks Society .. Miss Metta Deal and Mrs. J .. E. 
Gregory donated furniture remaining in the house as a memorial to their 
mother, Mrs. Alda Deal. 
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Hese8xch and architectural description by Charles Go Suttlemyre, Jr , 
survey specialist 

Catawba County Hecords, Catawba County Courthouse, Newton, North 
Office of the Register of Deeds (Subgroups Deeds and Wills)@ 

Catawba COlli1ty Records, Office of Archives and History, Raleigh, North 
Carolina (Subgroups Deeds and Wills) 

Catawba County Historical Association, Inc., Charles J Preslan, Jr , e 
A History of Catawba Count;Y:e Salisbury, North Carolina ROvlan 
Printing Company. 
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