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DESCRISE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rudisill-Wilson House is a two-story, three-bay, central hall plan
dwalling covered by molded siding. The frame house rests on a high stone
foundation. At the north and south ends are sxterior chimneys of brick laid
in ¥lemish bond. A shad porch with late nineteenth century brackets, turned
posts and balustrade extends across the main (west) facade. The windows ofl

the main block have three-part Federal architraves with moldad sills; much of

tha nins-over-nine sash of the first floor and nine-over-six sash of the
sscond floor appears to be original. The six-panel front door, surmountsd
by a four-light transom, has flat panels and its original hardware. This
arrangement is repeated at the rsar doorway of the central hall, though the
door lacks original hardwars. At thse front and rear of the main block ars
simpla molded box cornices with pattern boards adorned with a tiny truncavad
pilaster. The main block is ons room (two bays) deep, with shed rooms.
contemporary with the main block to the rear. The roof line of ths shed
rooms at either end axtendsunbroken across the length of the rear facade,
originally leaving the central arsa open to form a porch. This was enclosed

at a later time to form a third room. Originally the shed rooms had chimneys

on their exterior and walls, bul these waers recently removed.
The wainscot in tha first floor hall has a molded chair rail owar

the flush sheathing of the csiling. Six-panel doors with pansls raised
lats lead to ths flanking parlors which are finished like tha hall.
_ zndsoma thres-part Federal mantel in the south room is the largsst and
st elaborata in the housa. Its moldad shelf is wvertically reseded and

s
sun nburst in relief. Bands of diagonal reeding occur above and bslow
isza. Pairs of slender, reeded, engaged colonnesttes support the
ature at either side of the fire opsning. The mantel:in the first-
qorth room is smallar but takes the sams form. It lacks sunbursts
and has less elaborate reeding patierns. A large six-panel door with panels
rzisad on fillets, near the rear of the hall, opsns through the north wall
to an anclosad stair which risas through the north room to the second floor
ralls of the second floor have horizontal flush sheathing abovs and
ow a2 small molded chailr rail. Both second-floor rooms have Fadsral
ntals similar in form to that in the first floor, north room, but ars
less elaborately decorated. Some of the original hardware is retainad
on the second-floor doors. A small door to tha rear of the second floor,
rth room, laads to ths atbic crawl space of the shed portion. In this
3 good viaw of the structural timbars with their negging can be
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rudisill-Wilson House, one of the esarliast housas in Catawba
County, 1s ramarkable for its retention of original fabric including hard-
ware and interior Federal trim. The architectural sophistication of ths
detail is unusual in this up-country area.

The housse was originally the residence of Michasl Rudisill, a membar-
of one of the numercus Gsrman families which came to the arsa from
Pennsylvania. He was provably the son or grandson of an earlier Michaal

Fudisill whose daughter was married to Johann Gottfried Arsndt, the "first
resident minister west of the Catawba River.'

1 Rudisill, Jr., obtained a marriags bond in 1817. In the tax
of 1818 and 1819 he is not shown as the possessor of any land, but
in 1 ha 13 snown as the owner of two tracts, the latter of 251 acras .
the higher valuad and thsrsfore probably containing his house, complated
by that yesr. In 1837 Rudisill had 275 acres worth $2,L75, and thres
slavaes. In 1855 he sold this tract, then containing 28l acrss, to Ezekisl
ilson for $3,000, When this transfer occurraed the old Andrew Wilson home
on the adjacent tract was evidently abandoned in favor of the Rudisill
homeplace. This house thus became identifed with the Wilson family and
sracted to 1t the nams of the earlier Wilson settler. Ths agricultural
cheduls of the 1860 United States Census shows an Ezk [sic] Wilson the
older of 300 improved acres and 500 unimprovsd, tha whole valued at
$3,000. The house was allobtted to Wilson's widow, Sarah, in 1877 and was
lived in by members of the Wilson family until 19h9. Tt is now ownsd by
Somuel F. Kzener of Newton, North Carolina.

o]

u W
k-
-
=

-




Fan 102004 UMITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 5TATE

(July [967] MATIONAL PARK SERVICE North Carolina
MATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |SounTy
N e O Catawt
INYVENTORY - HOMINATION FORM tawba
FOR MPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

(Numbear all sntrles)

ar, Charles J., Jr., ad. A History of Catawba County. Salisbury, North
Carolina: Rowan Printing Company, 195h.

Sherrill, William L. Annals of Lipcoln Gounty North Carolina., Baltimors:
egional Publishing Company, 1967.

GPO 921.724




AIGR 315LIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES T :
Ressarch by Charles Blume, Jr., survey spaclalist; architsctural description
by Charles Cresr Suttlemyre, Jr., survey specialist. . )
Catawba County Records, Catawba County COurthouse) Newton, North Carolina
Office of the Register of Deads (Subgroups: Deeds, Willg). ’
Catawba County Records, Offica of Archives and History, Raleigh, North
Carolina (Subgroups: Deads, Willd. o

N Office of the Register of Deseds (Subgroups: Deeds, Wills).
bLilncoln County Records, Office of Archives and History, Raleigh, North
Carolina (Subgroups: Deeds, Wills). -

L SEAGRAPHICA s
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANR LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRO®ERTY | O DEFINIMNG THe CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
. ? _ _OF LLESS THAN TEN ACRES _ _
CORNER LATITUDE ( LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
- . f K )
D=2grees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrzes Minutes Seconds Dagrees Minutes Seconds
W ° , - o » - 350 36 58 - 8L. 15 23 »
NE o , » o » w
SE =] » i Q ’ £
Suf 2 B - a » w

IS — — — .
|APPROKIMATE ACREAGE OF MOMINATED PROPERTY: 9.9 acras.
LI5T ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING 5TATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARIES

STATE: CO0E COUNTY CODE
—;’TATE: CoD=E COUNTY: CODE
S5TATE CODE COUNTY: CoD=E
VSTATE. CODE COUNTY: CODE

Survey and Planning Unit

DATE

5 Julv 1973

ORTGAMIZATION
Offica of Archives and History
STREZZT ANMD MUMBER:

109 Tast Jones Stresdt
S5TATE COoDE

North Carolinag

1

CITY O TOWN:

ERIFICATION

TIOMAL REGISTER

Lincoln County Records, Lincoln County Courthouse, Lincolnton, North Carolind
e sl & 3

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- . , ) .
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1960 (Pubiic Law ‘ [ hereby cectify that t}us‘ property is included in the

= : . . . Mati Regl .
393-565), 1 haceby nominate this property for inclusion Mational Register
in the NMational Register and certify that it has heen

avaluated according to the c-iteria and procecnres set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended - -
Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

lavzl of significance of this nomination is:

. siational () State [} Locat [#
f
l Date
Mame - '
7 < / ATTEST:
Ho, Go Jonqs ST
ian/Administrator
Keeper of The National Regisier
Gate O July 1973 Date |
! ~ L
GPO 931.8%4




N

RESEC g
&> i
)| 740 Rudisill-Wilson House
Newton vicinity
North Carolina

CATAWBA RI \"ER—\. 2\

JL_F\_
/ v

POP. 3,370 -
A [CATAWRA cO :,m’
BURKE cO 373

Catawba County Highway map
Scale: 1" : 2 milses
Date: January, 1962 N

Latitude Longi tude
degrees minutes seconds degrees minutes seconds
35 36 58 81 15 23

BAKER MTAL

Propst
Croisroads

5 O
8

£

1171 o

=

g
_—--—--o“'

a1°18’






