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The Rudisill-Wilson House is a tlivo-story, three-bay, central hall plan 
ch,'T811ing covered by molded siding.. The frame house rests on a high stone 
fCJl.li1.dation" At the north and south ends are exterior chimneys of brick lai 
in Flemish bond .. A shed porch li-Tith late nineteenth century brackets, turne 
po,s an.d balustrade extends across the main (west) facade The ~Tindows 0 

the main block have three-part Federal arc hi traves li-Ti th molded sills; much of 
the nine -over-mne sash of the firs t floor and nine -over-six sash of the ,I 

second floor appears to be original The six-panel front door, surmounted , 
by a four-light transom, has flat panels and its original hardTI'Tare.. This 
a:cr3.ngement is repeated at the rear dooT'TrTay of the central hall, though the 
door lacks original hardware At the. front and rear of the main block are 
simple molded box cornices wi th pattern boards adorned 1jvl th a tiny truncate 
pilaster The main block is one room (hvo bays) deep, ~ri th shed rooms; 
contemporary 1jvi th the main block to the rear The roof line of the shed 
rOOms at ei ther end extends unbroken across the length of the rear facade, 
cY,~'iginally lea,ring the central area open to form a porch This 1jITas enclose 
at a later time to fonn a third room Originally the shed rooms had chiIlli"1e\ s 
O~ L~18ir exterior end li-Talls but the se lj1T8re recently removed 

(rhe ljlTainscot in the first floor hall has a molded chair rail over i 
v3rti_cal flat panels A molded ~\TOoden cornice separates the plastered wal14 
from. the flush sheathing of the cailing Six-panel doors l;,Ti th panels raised 
on I~i.118 ts lead to the flanking parlors which are finished like the hall. 
Ti18;:1::'.ndsome three -part Fe daTal mantel in the south room is the large st 6L."'ld 
THOot dlaborate in the house Its molded shelf is "\Jertically reeded and 
brA aks out OVS.i" the center table t and end blocks" each of l;;Jhich is ornament d 

sunburst in relief Bands of diagonal reeding occur above and below 
t.he frieze Pairs of slender, reeded, engaged colorll.ettes support the I 
enta.blature at either side of the fire opening The mantel: in the first-
floor north room is smaller but takes the same form. It 1acks sunbursts 
and has less elaborate reeding patterns A large six-panel door li-Tith panelf' 
I'a.is8d on fillets, near the rear of the hall) opens through the north '"rall , 
to ,'J.l1 enclosed stair which rises through the north room to the second floor 1 
Th3 of the second floor have horizontal flush sheathing above CLnd , 
~·Jlo1j\T a small molded chair rail Both second-floor rooms have Federal 
m2-l'.-rals similar in form to that in the first floor, north room., hut are 
TTluch Ie ss elaborately decorated Some of the original hardware is retained 
0;:1 the second-floor doors A small door to the rear of the second floor, 
noc~h J:'oom, leads to the attic cral;vl space of the shed portion In this 
:-~.T(3,l. a good ,rieijll of the struc tnral timbers f"Ti th their nogging can be 
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The Rudisill-\ATilson House, one of the earlie st house s in Catawba 
CaLm ty, is remarkable for its retention of original fabric including hard-
T~L9xe and interior Federal trim The archi tectural sophistication of the 
det,ail is lillusual in this up-country area 

The house -Has originally the residence of l'fichael Rudisill, a member­
of one of the numerous German families Hhich came to the area from 
Pc:nnsylvania He ~vas probably the son or grandson of cu."} earlier Nichael 
Rudisill ~Il"hose daughter i;\jaS married to Johann Gottfried _Arendt, the "first 
resident minister -VlT8st of the CataT,vba River II 

Tfiichael Ru.disill) Jr ) obtained a marriage bond in 1817 In the trlJ.; 
ts of 1818 and 1819 he is not shQTNll as the posse ssor of any land, but 

in 1821 he is shown as the owner of t-IfTO tracts, the latter of 251 acres 
the higher d aGd therefore probably containing his house -' completed 

that year In 1837 Rudisill had 275 acres li-TOrth $2,475) and three 
s1a118s' In 1855 he sold this tract) then containing 284 acres, to Ezekiel 
Hilson for ~$J 000 When this transfer occurred the old A..n.dreT,v TrTilson home 
on the adjacent tract ijljas evidently abandoned in favor of the Rudisill 
hOffieplace 'Ihis house thus became identifed livl th the '"Tilson family and 
attracted to it the nW'TIe of the earlier llITilson settler The agricultural 
schedule of the 1860 Uni ted States Census shoT,vs an Ezk [sic] IJ\Tilson the 
holder of 300 improved acres and 500 unimproved, the ~1hole valued at 

}OOO" The house ','Tas allotted to IJvilsonls w-idOT,v) Sarah" in 1877 a.nd "GTas 
lived in by member,s of the Hilson family until 1949 It is nor"T olfimed by 
Samuel F K8ener of NtHvton, North Carolina 
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/,\,~ ~hc designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tbnal Hist'Jrlc Pr~servat ion Act of 1966 (PUblic Law 

39-665), I hereby nominate this pro~erty for indusion 

i,1 the ~'lationa t Register :cmd certify that it has been 
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by the l'T3tional Parte SerVice. The r~commended 
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