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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Si tting on the lip of a to a stream in the bottom 
land belm,r is a sturdy stone house of d rubble reminiscent of the 
structm'es of the early German se ttlers in this area 1i'7ho came to North 
Carolina from Pennsylvania e The three -bay main fa.cadE) of the !jlJeidne 1" Hock 
House has a central entrance 'protected by a hip roof porch tha,t, extends 
across the first. Ie vel of the facade The second floor lacks a central bay 
The date rr1844 n is inscribed on one of the stoI1cs nEJaT the top of the east 
side of the main facade, just beneath the simple box cornice. The TN'indows 
of the first story have, 11ine-over~si:x: sash and vertically sheathed shut:ters 
held in by strap s The 1irindoli>Ts at the second Ie vel have six~ 

over-sLx sash The erJ.d chimneyE; J 1i1Thich projec t only slightly from th.e 
are flanked by v,rinc101rfS at each level the lj,Til1c]O'!j,T;cl in the 
~Tith six An e.xception. to -e,be .fenes t;lo:n. pat,tern (--icc;urs on th(-j 
~vest end lAThere joins chc; roa.r half of th.is 
Here a door to the s the TI,TindOtll' ,c)Jlc1C0i at the f1r'st le\TEjl cJ.nd 
corresponding opening at. the ;:;econCi le,l81 oi(rLtt0lcL, The rear of the main 
block is covered by a tMo-S ,bux"~like addi"l,ian ~lhich replaced a la.rge 
shed porch The T'oof frc:uw3 addi tiD!] Gn the vJest han a stone end 
chimney, a shed porch across the front and a shHd addition across the rear 
This 11Ting has undergone:! {(lany changes An. old, ~:J..x-oV8r-six ,sash ~\TindoH 
raised-paneled shutters is ·locc:tted on the fronL side of t;be 

The ,s tone main block has tV.FO roorn~; ;J:L each le vel, . 
combine s SOInS quite e8xly fabric ~Tith mid-nine teenth centu..:cy elements, 
central entrance into the east room ~\/b.ich :b.as 1,J"ide symrne 
molded ay.'chitraveslt.jit·,11 8.11 exterior ope set in deep ro v8al.:~ a,s t:hey 
al~e throughout the tlOuse Oppo:::ii te the entr:-cl.:nc8 bay is a simllar door 
leads onto a large porch, recently converted to 3.. sun porelL it dOOT in t]]8 

center of the on l>rhich sepgX'a te s the ·1 .. i!.JO first,-flooY' rooms has been 
blocked by a stair on t.b.e Hest side of the paT·titioD." Entrance to the fpjest 
room is nOTH gained a door near the: :Cf;clT' of the house in this parti 
tioD@ The mantels J_ntha east and st room,s aTEl similar, eC:tGh consis 
of a very ~Tide symrnetrically molded band ·around the fire opening toppe d by 
a shallm',r molded Each of thfJ doors LlK) east room has t fl~"dj 

panels e The cases of the front and re ar doors of the east roorn are 
Syli'Hne trica11y molded and hal/"(3 large unadorned c orne blocks r These door 
like many throughout the house J have box lockf; The ceilings 
the house are flush sheathed and the plastered walls carry a snla~l molded 

, \!.fooden cor'nice Tll.8 1'T8St room heW a door consi,'1t.ing of fc!U[ equ,'J,lsized 
panels h31m\/ sixteen glazed lights li.Thich is cenLered to the rear of the 
room Also in the same room, to th8 rear of th3 chimney, is a door vrtth 
six raised panels, surmounted by 8, th.T"ee L transom, IGEto. tc thtl 
The t'ling side of this door has vertical she 8. and is c3tl.ppOr cl s 
hinges In the soUt.h~J\T8St corner of the T,J8st rOom is a built-in corner CUD~' 

board 'Lvith vv-ide 5Yl:IlYTle tric: TI10ldscl nrLJ ar t,o the cJ 001 case s) CL~d 
flat-paneled doors., The stair that rises from the hT3st room appaars to be 
a. t~'TGnti8t11 wit.h. acca.:::;s to the second £10(..11' 

gained by 
modeled, 
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at the top of the steps; hmve ver, it appears that before the remodeling) acc8s;l) 
t.o t.he rooms was gained only by ext.erior doors ne aT' the cen ter of the rear 
facade; the door frame s still remain and Ie ad into the remodeled rear of the 
house. The mani::e Is on the second floor aTe near] y the same size but of 
different design The one in the v.Test room appElCJ.rs to be the earliest in tha 
house.; it follmvs a Ge orgian de Hi th a narrOlil molded archi cra,v8 around 
the· ~~'ide brick border of the fjre ope an.d t!:lO horizonta.l; raised p.311Gls 
beneath a molded shelf t room (1 mantel of the 'typical nlid·-
nineteenth century va..rietsr a frieze (·rhosf; 
10~'Tel'" edge foJJ.m\JS Cl. s og0')8 a sma.Jl I 
molc13d s11elf The 1i<d.11dm.,y frames on loor aJ'(-) simple 'lrJith UJladorned 
corner blocks., The arc:rIitr\~tV8tJ:3rJd:3 to the floor to frame a tAred pant31 
beneath the n v\rinduij,! 8] 11 The dooT;s clt tho second 18v(11 hal./ i;:} .six 
raised panels with the exception of the one to the enclosed stair 
locatscl in the li'TElst roum '~'Thi.ch \TEl CtCC8S,~-) to th8 ':l.ttic 0 It rnad'3 up of 
fi ve horizontal p.c:U1el,s livhich are flat on the front and raised on the rElar 

A long, na.rrO~T hall leads from the first;·,-JJ oor IrJest room of thE~ main 
block to the main roo'(n of the @ The TOoms are quite I;ri.-;,;h ~>JaI18 

henTing both horizontal and vertical sheathing., A curious feature is a range I 
of horizontal, flat pane1s lnThich rises about hive} \18 inches from the floor and I 
~~ct.ends :,~~n~ ~~e ~ I:~rt~-, ~,~all ?i~ the hall a~~~ss th~ fr~~~-, of ,th~'_ . -.1 I:" ::001:' I 
J,n the m:.:Llll rOUM v,nGh SL·, rcu~~.E:Jd luau to (Jhe dtt1-C st.c:nr L;)]nC,n lLJ'3 I 
on the south side of the ~1)hich has bc.)cn rsvlorkecl. TIm Eitair consist;!,:; 
of a series of 1"Tindel'S Hhich B.re visible from the main room The rematnder 
of the vlTing has baen aJter'ed" 

L'------------------,----------------~---,---".--.,-----~--------.-,------,-
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Baflee the bui trcl.~ti t..iJms l',ho inchlstrioLJ::; Gorman se ttJ\cJl"S 
who comprised a large of tJJJ':) 8 pop uL'). ti on. of Ca taf/Jba County" 
the v1Teidner Rock HousCl js 

archite 
lj,rith German se ttlers from the 
suxviv'ing examples in Noy'th Carolina. 
setting 

cocll1')i:na. t,ion of veral inLe:rior 
associated 

are > this is one of the fe~\f 

Th0: h.ouse is pre ,'3erved in its 

The land on ~,Thich tha I/:Teidne:c Hock HOUSEl s located Has first settler] 
by Henry 'V1TeidneI' (Johann Heim"ick lveic1ll'3r) German immigrant from the 
region of S~txony.\ He had clrriv8d on the at Philadelphia in 
1741 and received hIs first grants in Has thsn Anson Count,y in 
1750 His ctmounteci. to 1;, 2 tiD acre s on I s Fork of the sou'fJh 
fork of tha Catc:uibCl. Hi 178 (This nmv' knmoJJ:1 aE: Henry Hi vel" ) 
According to the ,State Heeo,cds of the area v'Tas "largely 
88 ttle (1 by G8X1ililiYIS 0118 (Jrl O'f -bll.8 se t,:s 
Henry 1~Teic1ner Gnar)) Hbo J abolJ. t 174:-;:; carn8 a10ne to this region to 
and trap He Ii vecJ in peEl.c81J'rt th th:'3 Indian.~) Hho still he ld the soil 
TradItion re La t..B S h01.l1Te vel') [',rH.t abclu t the of tho Fre nch and 
~\[ar, some of I),Teidnel" s rela Ii ne cu ..... him '\iilere murdered Indians 
After he abandoned his home2,teclcl for safer territory in South CaTolina; S8 

eral years passed beforeHAidne~c returned t,o his North Carolina home "~tbe 
first ~\Tl3idner house) built of stoDe and located over a spring., 

A road from the pre sen t si 'UJ of Ie d tha ide idner re sider1c8 
to Charle ston, Sou.th Ccl:colina" 1779 it iiv-as knmHl as the Ramsour Road F 

Its existence lends credibility to the tTcdi[Jlon th<'lt musceT'ed a,t, 
1tTeidner r s before marching to the Battle of ! s ,iYlountain in lJ,Thich one of 
TlJeidneri s sons, ~\Tas k:illecl THO yCeJCS lx)fore his d,'j,'j,th in 1792 
Henry Heid1l8:c, Sr .. , de edee! ,C30lT1G of hi::::: lanel to his son.) r+=rnry, aJ1d :U:, is 
probably about this time th~lt t~hcl pre f~ont IJ'hd.dner Rock HOtlSe lJ,ras begun 
Henry' Tj'Thitener r)) Jc liv8c1 ther(3 lLi1tj_l \<r11.e]). he sold tha 
hOUSt3 iJiJith 392 ;Jcres to Jel.c()b ) ,Jr") fo:c /)OO~ G8U:Cg8 Summey 
inherited th~i house and sole!. it Tprith 93 acres fOT $1,000 to 
Jr in 1826 'j1Jilfcmg \1.3.3 a ;:;\1cce 3:3fuJ r'ar:(j(: ancl busing ;33m;:C1Jl) and' 
of CatcH\Tba Countyl,3 :':101di8r of t';LJ COy:.L,]J:1ental Line, Accord to a 
tCLx list of 1837, : Jorrn Jr U(4Dt.:.:cl IfCO.':d:'Yldr ttl of 579 acres 
uorth $L~)500:; ct 57~acn3 trc.1.c,'C, \,Jorth ,.:cJJ!d . acre tr3.ct .:'joining J 
1rJbitener .:'lnd oth:3rs!t l>Jorth Thi-:; 1:Jtt,e:c trflc L is no doubt the idne 
Rock HaEse anc:. its rel[1.tiIT'J Im-) valuJ.tion at this ti(l18 .s ts that the 

----.-,--------~.---,---- .. -, 
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house may have falle11 into disrepair ory as curr811t information suggests) it 
may have been made uninhabitable by flooding Tradition says that in a s 
day! s effort involving teams of mule -drawn vl}-agons moving in a circle, the hous, 
vv-as mov-ed to its present location higher up on' htll sj.de The ree tioil 
of the house probably occurred in 18hh) as atte .sLed by th.at date inc} sed in <-1. 

sto11e high up under the eaves 

~1Jilfong! s holdings amounted 'Lo 
Dni te d State s Agricultural Sche dule 
fa.rme r he Has ins t,rumen t~al star 
ljlTilfong and his Hife ]i,mre the 
Hobert E ~ J~8i::)fi,JTi to thap_K: 

2 J 207 etc.eEl S HOT'th $24,750 to the 
of 1.860 additjon to his ,succs 35 as 0 

t~hEJ t\}e t::-;rn Nortb. G::~Lr ol:i.na HaiII~OC!cJ 
of six Confederate soldiers General 

fOJ" a in 1[365 )said"l.3 
more gra tif'ie d at YCJlu:' de ::":0 m,'iJ1}l sons to tbfl defensE.) of the 
If they are all equal to the one I knov1J, -sain lJ\Jtlfong.~ 12 N C you should 
be truly gra.toful 11 

Hhen he died in 1883;l -V,Tilfong devised "my nock house plantation"to his 
wife for her life) and then to tris son James E( \'{iJ The: vTeidner Roc1e 
House 1.faS ov,rned by m~l[(lbers of the Hilfong 'Lmti1 19L~2' it is nOiJ\T ol'.Jned 
Alex A Shuford, IV., of Hickory;; v,rho make sit h:l E; homo 
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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