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1. Name of Property

historic name Keever-Cansler Farm
other names/site number Keever, Daniel Farm
2. Location
street & number E side SR 2024, 0.05 mi. N of jct. w/SR 2026 1/ Anot for publication
city, town Blackburn Lx] vicinity
state  North Carolina code NC county Catawba code 035 zip code 28092
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private D building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ ] public-local district z 5 4 buildings
(] public-State [ Isite s sites
] public-Federal D structure 1 structures

[ ] object objects

5 5 Total

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Historic & Architectural Resources listed in the National Register 0

of Tatawba County, N.C.

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the Nationat Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
[X—_lnomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In ?pi , the p@ meefs [_]does not mest the National Register criteria. (I see continuation shest.
+ ] —
% (oM D T s [y - . 2-28-30
Signatura of certifying ofﬁcia[l ;!

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Dmaets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation shest.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Natlonal Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[ Jentered in the National Register.
D See continuation shest.
Ddetermined eligible for the National
Reqgister. DSee continuation sheet.
Ddetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ Jremoved from the National Register.
Dother. (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




Keever-Cansler tarm, Catawba County, N.C.

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: single dwelling

Agriculture/Subsistence:

processing

Agriculture/Subsistence:

animal facility

Agriculture/Subsistence:

storage

Agriculture/Subsistence:

agricultural field

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
single dwelling

Domestic:

Agriculture/Subsistence: agricultural field

Vacant/Not in use

7. Description

Architectural Classification

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)

foundation ___brick

Vernalcular "I'" house walls brick
roof metal
other wood

Describe present and historic physical appearancs.

The Keever—Cansler Farm, located in southwest Catawba County
less than two miles north of the Lincoln County line, consists of
a circa 1879 two-story brick farmhouse and a collection of out-
buildings dating from the late nineteenth century through the

mid-nineteenth century, including a log barn, frame barn, gran-
ary, privy, tractor shed, chicken coop and smokehouse/wood shed;
and a cinderblock well house and garage. The house and outbuild-

ings are on a 4.9 acre Jlot section surrounded by undisturbed open
fields and woodlands on both east and west sides of SR 2024

(Reepsville Road).

The Keever—Cansler House ("A" on attached Sketch Map) is one
of a small group of surviving brick farmhouses built in rural
Catawba County during the last quarter of the nineteenth century.
[t was built at approximately the same time as its neighbor to
the east, the Abraham Anthony House, and although the two houses
differ 1in general form and detail, they may have used the same
masons and their brick may have come from the same clay source.
(The Anthony house, the T.L. and J.S8. Bandy houses, and the D.F.
Propst house are also part of the MPL "Historic and Architectural
Resources of Catawba County, N.C" - See discussion of this sub-—
type under the Property Type "Catawba County Houses: Postbellium.)

The basic form of the two-story Keever-Cansler house -— with
three-bay-wide facade, gable roof with overhanging boxed eaves,
single shoulder end chimneys, one-story brick original rear ell,
and center hall plan -- 1is very similar to that of the brick T.L.
Bandy and D.F. Propst houses. The brick walls of the Keever-—
Cansler house are Jlaid in a common bond pattern with pencilled
Joints. The distinguishing feature of the exterijor is the fancy
brick trim, as seen 1in the heavily corbelled cornice which encir-
cles the two-story block and continues around the ell, forming a
pediment at each gable, and in the matching corbelled chimney
The three-bay-wide, shed-roofed front (west) porch with

caps.
plain square posts appears to be partly, if not completely, 3
replacement of the original. On the rear (east) of the house, a
porch may originally have stretched across only the south side of
the ell. Now a replacement shed-roofed porch with ironwork posts

@ See continuation sheet
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runs alonyg the south side of the ell and continues along the east

side of the two-story portion of the house. The main entrance to
the house 1is Jocated in the center bay of the west facade. It
consists of a five—-panel door -- probably a replacement -- and a
plain surround with sidelights and transom. A more simple door
is at the center bay of the east side of the house. The ell has
two replacement doors on the south side, and the north side
entrance has been bricked-in and converted to a window. Symmet—
rically-placed windows on the two-story portion of the house are
six—over—-six sash, while those on the one-story ell are
four—over-four sash. A1l have plain flat surrounds and Tlat-

arched brick Tintels.
»

The dnterdior of the Keever-Cansler house is arranged with
two rooms per flioor flanking the center hall. The ell appears to
have originally contained two rooms, but thorough remodeling has
removed the orviginal partition and created one Targe rear (east)

room and two small rooms flanking a short hall at the west end
where the el1 Joins the two-story portion of the house. Walils 1in
the two-story section were originally plastered, and ceilings
were sheathed with flush-laid boards. Now the walls have been
covered with sheetrock or similar wall covering, ceilings are
covered with celotex, and the wood floors are covered with car-—
peting or Tinoleum. Plain, wide baseboards encircle the rooms.
Doors are of four or five panels or are modern replacements, and
door and window casings are plain and presumably original. From
the interior, the windows appear large and come nearly to the
floor, especially on the second story. The four mantels of the
two-story portion of the house are nearly ddentical, although
those on the second story are smalier than those on the first.
Each 1is a simple post-and-Tintel mantel of C(Classical influence
with plain shelf, wide and plain frieze, and side pilasters with
simple caps and base blocks. The stair in the center hall is
also characterized by simplicity of detail. It has a chamfered
newel, molded hand rail which curves at the ﬁanding, square-—-cut
balusters, and a plain, open string with no brackets. It rises
from west to east along the north wall of the hall.

The outbuildings on the Keever-Canslier Farm are typical of

Jate nineteenth and early twentieth century fTarm buildings. The
integrity of these buiidings 1s generalily good. The outbuiidings
are arranged in a row which starts behind (east of) the house and
extends northward. At the east end of the driveway southeast of
the house 1is the one-story cinderbliock garage (C, noncontribut-

ing) with a room (or rooms) along the north side. It 1s probably



NP3 Form 10-800-a OB Aoprovel No 10
240018
(8-65)

United States Department of the Interlor
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number __7 Page _2 Keever-Cansler Farm
Catawba County, N.C.

the most recent of the outbuildings, built within the last twenty
years.

Just beyond the southeast corner of the rear ell is the wmell
house (B, noncontributing). It is a frame structure now covered
with cinderblocks and has an open well shed with gable roof on
the west end, and a four-panel door leading to the enclosed area.
Although the core of the building is probably contemporary with
the main house, it is now noncontributing because of these alter-

ations.

Northeast of the el1] 1is the smokehouse/wood shed (D, con-—

tributing), a Targe board-and-batten sided frame structure with
widely projecting gable roof on the south end. The south end of
the building 1s shesthed with vertical flush boarding. The
batten door at the west end of the south side Jleads to the 1inte-
rior, with its floored Toft and enclosed room in the northwest
corner. This +traditional construction indicates a Jlate nine-
teenth/early twentieth century construction date. Attached to

the east side of the smokehouse is the woodshed, with a combina-
tion of weatherboard and flush siding and an opening on the south
end.

. North of the smokehouse/wood shed is the former chicken coop
(E, noncontributing), a shed-roofed frame structure of indetermi-
nate age with weatherboard siding, batten door on the west side
and open shed across the south side.

Northwest of the chicken coop is the tractor shed (F, non-
contributing), a frame building of indeterminate age with shed
roof, weatherboard siding, and two large openings across the west
side.

Northwest of the tractor shed is the granary (G, contribut-
ing), with stone pier foundation, weatherboard siding, and gable
roof. A batten door is on the west side. On the dnterior, a
grain bin runs across the north wall, a corn crib with horizontal

slatted walls 1is on the south side, and a stair on the west end
Jeads to the floored Toft. Sheds fiank the north and south sides
of the granary and a secondary shed is attached to the south side
of the south end. Construction details indicate a late nine-
teenth/early twentieth century date.

Behind the granary is the outhouse (H, noncontributing), a
small weatherboarded structure of indeterminate age with shed
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roof and batten door on the south side.

North of the granary is the Targe frame barn (I, contribut-
ing), probably built ca. 1820. The north siope of the broad
gable roof extends to a Tower Jevel than the south slope. The

barn is sheathed in weatherboards, except for the upper walls of
the north and south sides, which have spaced horizontal slats for

ventilation. West and east ends each have a peaked Jouvered vent
in the gable, a Tlarge, double Jeaf batten door and a smaller
batten door north of the double door. Inside, there 1is a center
passage with stalls on either side, and a two-level hay Tloft.

The northernmost, and abparent?y the oldest, of the out-
buildings s the =mall Tog barn (J, contributing), which may be
contemporary with the house. It features V-notched JTogs, weath-
erboarded gables, and sheds across the west side and south end.
On the north end of the barn, the logs are covered with
board—-and-batten siding, while on the east side they are sheathed
with weatherboards. The barn has been altered, and there 1is now
one Tlarge space on the jnterior, with & Jow lofrt. The barn is

somewhat deteriorated, but still relatively structurally sound.

The agricultural setting of the farmbuildings consists of

approximately five acres on the east side of 3R 2024. Lining the
road in front of the outbuildings and house is a row of pin oaks
and maplies. Other oaks, pines and cedars surround the

house.



8. Statement of Slgniflcance

Certitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[:] nationally [ Jstatewide locaily
Applicable National Register Criteria [ ¥A [ ]B [x]Jc [ ]D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) (Ja [Js8 [Jec [Jo [JE DF DG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture ca. 1879-1939 ca. 1879
Agriculture

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
- N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criterla, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Keever—Cansler Farm, T6cated +in south Catawba County 1in
Jacobs Fork Township, consists of a circa 1879 brick farmhouse
and associated outbuildings on a 4.9 acre parcel land. The
nouse 1s a. two-story, three bay brick vernacular “mhouse ex-—
hibiting exceptionally fine masonry, fTound oniy in a few other
brick farmhouses of the late nineteenth century in Catawba Coun-—
ty. The elaborate brick corbelled cornices and chimney caps add a
distinctive charm to the detailiing of the house. The outbuild-
ings are typical of outbuildings found on Jate nineteenth and
early twentieth century Catawbs County =z=ubsistence farms. The
farm, associated with three different families =-- the Daniel
Keever, R. B. McClured and George L. Cansier families (from the
1870s to 1938) —-- 4is typical of the small Catawba County farm
during this period. The Keever-Cansler Farm meets the registra-
tion requirements under Criterion C under the Property Types,
"Houses of Catawba County: Postbellum (1865-1900)" and "Rural
Outbuildings of Catawba County." It is eligible under Criterion
A in association with the Historic Context "Agricultural Develop-
ment of ‘Catawba County, 1820-1938."

of
Tar

See continuation sheet
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Historical Background

The Keever—Cansler House was built around 1879 by Daniel
Keever 1in southern Catawba County, 1in Jacobs Fork Township. The
two story brick farmhouse is one of the earliest brick houses _1in
the county. -Although built by Keever, it has been owned by the
Cansler family for much of the twentieth century.

Daniel Keever was born in Catawba County 1in 1834, the son of
Henry and Sarah Keever. His father was a farmer and Daniel was
one of four Keever children 1iving on the Keever farm 1in 1860. 1
In 1864 he Jjoined the Fourth North Carolina Cavalry regiment and
served until the end of the war. After the war he acquired Tland
and "engaged in various manufacturing enterprises, merchandising,
and finally drifted to the farm."?2 The 1870 census shows Keever
with & wife Sarah, a son, real estate worth $500, and a personal

estate of $800.°3 In 1880 Keever owned 140 acres, 60 improved,
with a value of $2,500. He grew 400 bushels of corn, 191 bushels
of wheat, 2 bales of cotton, and lesser amounts of oats, hay, and
potatoes. He owned livestock valued at $230.%4 Keever apparently

decided to move to Hickory 1in 18381 +in order to better educate his
children. In that year he sold 138 acres to R.B. (Bert) McCliured

for $2,000.5

McClured was born in 1858. He and his wife Mira had seven
children between 1887 and 1889. McClured farmed the Tand associ-
ated with the Keever-Cansler House for less than twenty vears. He
ran 1into financial.difficulties, possibly as a result of the
economic hard times of the Tate nineteenth century, and was
unable to pay off the farm's mortgage. The property was sold at
auction in 1910 to John Jacob Cansler (1856-1941).5

Cansler owned the house for a short time and probably did
not 1ive there. In 1818 he sold the house and 66 1/2 acres to
his son .George lLester Cansler.’/ George Cansler was born in 1881
and was one of eleven children of John and Barbara Robinson
Cansler. He and his wife, the former Eunice Boyles, had three
children.8 Cansler continued to farm the land. Catawba County
tax records show that Cansler owned 73 acres in 1935 wvalued at
$3,200; 147 acres in 1945 valued at $4,253; and 147 acres in 1955
valued at $4,260.9 Mrs. Cansler died in 1856 and her husband

died two vyears later. The house became the property of their
daughter, Mrs. Mary Alice Moore, and her husband, Walter A.
Moore. in 1980 the property was acquired by Wiley and Sheila

Wike.
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The Keever, McClured and Cansler farms were all modest farms
typical of much of Catawba County. The primary importance of the
Keever—Cansler House 1is its status as one of the county's oldest
brick homes.

FOOTNOTES

1E*ighth Census of the United States, 1860, Catawba County,
North Carolina, Population Schedule.

QGeorge W. Hahn, The Catawba Soldier of the Civil War
(Hickory: Clay Printing Company, 1811), 359; Catawba County

Deed Book 4, p. 405; Book 7, pp. 306 and 462; and Book 9, p.
133. .

3Ninth Census of the United States, 1870, Catawba County,
North Czrolina, Populiation Schedule. Keever is not Tlisted in the
1870 Agricultural Schedule.

4Tenth Census of the United States, 1880, Catawba County,
North Carolina, Agricultural Schedule, Population Scheule.

SCatawba County Deed Book 41, p. 66; Hickory Daily. Record,
June 30, 1985¢6.

6Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900, Catawba County,
North Carolina; Catawba County Deed Book 895, p. 548. McClured
mortgaged the property in 1801. He defaulted in 1908 and the
Jand was sold at auction 1in 1910.

TCatawba County Deed Book 142, p. 163. John Jacob Cansler
was 54 when he purchased the house and had 14ved in Jacobs Fork
township for many vears.

8Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900, Catawba County,
North Carolina; Hickory Daily Record, May 28, 1841, March 3,
1958.

SCatawba County Tax Scrolls, 1935, 1945, 1955.

"04ickory Daily Record, bDecember 6, 1956, March 3, 1958;
Catawba County Deed Book 1186, p. 115.




NP3 Form 10-000-a

(8-86) OM8 Approvel No 10240018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number 9 Page 1 Keever-Cansler Farm
Catawba County, N. C.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Catawba County Records. Deed Books, Tax Scrolls. Microfiim
copies. Raleigh: Division of Archives and History.
Hahn, George. The Catawba Soldier of the Civil War. Hickory:

Clay Printing Company, 1811.

Hickory Daily Record. May 28, 1941; June 30, 1956; December 6,
1956; and March 3, 1858.

United States Census Office. Eighth Census of the United States,
1860, Catawba County, North Carclina, Population Schedule;
Ninth Census of the United States, 1880, Catawba County,
North Carolina, Agricultural Schedule, Population Schedule;
Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900, Catawba County,
North Caroiina. Raleigh: States Archives, Division of
Archives and History.



NP8 Porm 10-600-a
(8-89)

OMB Approved Ne, 1084-0018

United States Department of the Interlor
Natlonal Park Service

Natlonal Reglster of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Sectlon number Photos Page 1 Keever-Cansler Farm, Catawba County, NC

PHOTOS

The following applies to all photographs:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

A.

Keever-Cansler Farm

Blackburn vicinity, North Carolina

Laura Phillips

May 1983

North Carolina Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, NC

6)
6)
6)
6)
6)
6)
6)
6)
6)
6)
6)

6)

NOTE:
been determined unchanged from their appearance and condition portrayed in these

1983 photographs.

View of house and outbuildings in background, northeast
House, southeast p
House, north

House interior, mantel

House interior, stair

Log barn (J), east

Frame barn (I), southeast
Outhouse (H), north

Granary (G), northeast
Chicken coop (E), 'mortheast
Smokehouse (D), northeast

View of shed (foreground, F), granary (G) and frame barn (I), northeast

All resources have been field checked by Barbara Kooiman in 1989 and have
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9. Ma}or Bibliographical References

See Continuatiocn Sheet.

S @See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested @State historic preservation office )
Dpreviously listed in the National Register [:]Other State agency
E]previouély determined eligible by the Natioral Register D Federal agency
{:]designated a National Historic Landmark : DLocal government
Drecorded by Historic American Buildings DUniversity
Survey # ‘. [ jOther
' D reccrded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # ) - -

10. Geographical Data

G .
Acreags of property 4.9 acres

UTM References . .

alLJ] 17 0p 8013957225 Bl ) Ld by L bl
Zone  Easting ‘Notthing Zons  Easting Northing
cloJ bl L Pl b by o ol Lot b by by

[:]See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description . Becinning at a point at SW corner of house iot 5A on Catawba County
Tax Map 10-J, go approximately 750 feet North, following SR 2024 to property line of Block 1,
Lot 5, then turn East, go 100 feet along property line; then turn South, go 750 feet in a
straight line (joins the east line of 1ot 5A) to Southeast corner of Lot 5A; then turn West,
follow property 1line to beginning. This 1s all of the house lot and a sufficient portion of

the adjoining acreage to the north to encom pass the tire agricultural complex and its
immediate setting See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification The historic resources of the Keever-Cansler Farm today form the center
of an approximately 101 acre working farm. Because it is impossible to determine exactly
what portion{s) -of the current farm constituted all or part of the Keever-Cansler Farm
during the period of significance, only sufficient acreage to include the domestic and
agricultural compiex and their immediate setting are being nominated.

f:] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitie Jerbara Kooiman, compiler; Laura A.W. Phillips, description: Jim Sumpner, history
organization - Catawba County Historical Assn., Inc. date 7/31/89
street & numbar __Rt. 1, Box 76 AB telephone _704/256-3040 STET3

N.C. zip code

- city or fown Conover, state
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