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Abraham Anthony was born in 1839 to Paul (1785-1873) and 
Magdalene Rhodes Anthony (1802-1877). Paul Anthony's father, 
Phillip, had come from Pennsylvania to Lincoln County between 
1785-1790, and had settled in the central part of the county 
between the South Fork River and Pott Creek; with the formation 
of Catawba County in 1~42 from the northern half of Lincoln, the 
Anthony lands lay in the southwest corner of the new county.2 
Paul Anthony, who had inherited a large plantation from his 
father Phillip (1762/64-1828), was a wealthy planter and black
smith. At the time of the 1850 census he owned 1,850 acres of 
land valued at $9,200, and twenty-four slaves, making him the 
wealthiest man in his community.3 The 1860 census recorded his 
ownership of only 669 acres worth $8,315, 14 slaves, and other 
personal property valued, at $13,466. 4 

P au 1 Ant h 0 n y I S -, 8 6" wi 1 1, howe v e r, pro V-I de d for dis po sit ion 
of 1,808 acres worth $11,166 and 21 slaves worth $11,447. 5 In 
this will Anthony gave his son Abraham, then twenty-two years old 
and still living in his father's household, a "plantation called 
the Daniel Anthony Place 200 acres joining the homeplace worth 
$1,300," in addition to another 180 acres and two slaves. Paul 
Anthony was not to die until 1873 so Abraham did not receive 
title to the Daniel Anthony tract until he pwrchased it from his 
father in 1871. In the meantime, Abraham continued to live with 
his parents until after the Civil War. In September of 1861 he 
enlisted as a private in Company E of the Thirty-Second Regiment; 
in December of 1863 he was promoted to second lieutenant. 6 In 
April 1865, while engaged in the fighting around Petersburg, 
Abraham received a wound which necessitated the amputation of a 
leg. He was also captured but was soon paroled and he returned 
to his parents' household where he took up the trade of shoemaker 
as well as farming. 7 At the time of the 1870 census Abraham, age 
thirty, was still living with his parents as were his brother 
Jacob and sister Frances. 8 Later that year Abraham married 
Emeline Susan Rudisill (1842-1912) whose sister Frances married 
Abraham's brother Jacob. 9 In 1871 Abraham purchased from his 
father, for $2,400, 446 1/2 acres which included the Daniel 
Anthony tract which Paul Anthony had intended for his son in his 
1861 will.10 Abraham and Emeline probably continued to reside 
with his parents. In 1873 Paul Anthony died leaving his house 
and farm to his wife and at her death, to his son Jacob. Magda
lene Anthony died by May 1877, making it necessary for Abraham 
and his wife to build their own residence for their growing 
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family. They became the parents of Mary (1873-1941), Cephas 
(1875-1939), Martha (1878-1967), Lillie (1882-1980), and Abraham 
Rudisill Anthony (1884-1980), with the latter two children being 
the only ones born in the new brick house built by the Anthonys. 

According to the surviving receipts for the workments pay, 
construction of the house probably began ~n May of 1877. 11 The 
receipts show that in August Anthony paid four workmen $390.04 
for a total of 233 1/2 working days and another four men received 
$56.55. Of these eight workmen, only two, Daniel Jarrett and W. 
W. Wells, were located in the 1870 census where both men were 
recorded as small farmers. 12 Jarrett, however is identified in 
an 1899 church history as a house carpenter and it is thought 
that Wells was a brickmason. 13 AnthonyTs account book records 
small purchases of brick for the house; on 1 December 1877 he 
bought '1,400 soft brick~ for $4.20 and 300 hard bricks for $2.40, 
and in January of 1878 he purchased 300 hard bricks for $2.40. 
Although the Anthony House is simply detailed, its large size and 
brick construction set it apart from contemporary small frame 
farmhouses typical of postbellum Catawba County, and reflect 
Abraham Anthonyts prosperity as a farmer and shoemaker. As 
originally built, the house had a small front porch but a photo
graph dated 1895, in the possession of the current owners, shows 
the present porch distinguished by its lavish lattice-work de
sign. 

AnthonyT s account book documents the construction of the 
granary in 1883 and the barn in 1888. The brick smokehouse was 
presumably built at the time of the house. The origin of the 
two log houses on the property is not certain, however, the 
current owners, and Anthony ancestors claim the log tack house 
was moved from a different, unidentified farm and may have been a 
residence for Abraham Anthony's family while the brick house was 
being built, and the renovated log house was once a tenant house 
on the north side of the farm, and was moved to its current 
location about twenty years ago. 

The 1880 census listed Anthony as a shoemaker and showed 
that he was farming on a small scale. 14 Of his 300 acres of land 
valued at $5,000, Anthony was only CUltivating sixty-two acres 
producing small amounts of corn, wheat, and potatoes; the farm 
also had a small orchard of 25 apple trees and 15 peach trees. 
Despite the small size of his farm, Anthony was listed in local 
business directories in 1884 and 1890 as a prominent farmer of 
Jacob's Fork Township.15 Surviving correspondence and entries in 
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his account book from the 1890s reveal that Anthony was also a 
member of the local school board. 

A bra ham Ant h 0 n y die din 1 9 0 6 and his w i feE mel i n e i n 'I 9 1 2 . 
They are buried at the nearby Grace Union Church where the Antho
ny family had long been members; Abraham had been superintendent 
of the Sunday school for several years and his father had served 
as an elder there for many years. 16 At M~s. Anthony's death the 
house and farm became'the joint property of her sons Cephas and 
Abraham Rudisill Anthony. In 1935 the property, consisting of 
275 acres, was valued in the county tax books at $13,800. 17 At 
Cephas Anthony's death in 1939, Abraham Rudisill Anthony became 
the sole owner, residing in the house with his wife Annie Mae 
Plonk Anthony. Abraham R. Anthony died in 1980 leaving the house 
and 154 acres to his only child, Rachel L. Sigmon, wife of N. D. 
Sigmon. Rachel Sigmon now resides in the renovated log house 
south of the brick house, while her only daughter, Jean Chucci, 
and her family are now part owners of the farm and live in the 
brick house. The Chucci's do not currently farm the land them
selves, however, they do rent the land to neighboring farmers for 
hay production. 

The Anthony House remains in the family of the builder as an 
impressive postbellum farmhouse, unusual in the western piedmont 
of North Carolina for its brick construction, large size and 
numerous surviving outbuildings. Equally unusual for a North 
Carolina farm structure is the surviving floorplan and documenta
tion for the houseTs construction. The house and farm complex 
represents a prosperous farmstead of the postwar period in Cataw
ba County. 
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FOOTNOTES 

1The floorplan, receipts, and account books of Abraham 
Anthony, in the possession of his grandaughter, Rachael Anthony 
Sigmon, are hereinafter cited as the Anthony Papers, xerox copies 
in the Survey and Planning Branch, Division of Archives and 
History, Raleigh, North Carolina. 

2G. M. Yoder, "A Condensed History of the Early Settlers of 
Cat a w b a Co un t y ," 1 7, t y pes c rip t, 'I 8 9 9, x e r 0 x cop yin the f i I e s 0 f 
the Survey and Planning Branch, Division of Archives and History, 
Raleigh, N.C., hereinafter cited as Yoder, IIEarly Settlers of 
Catawba County"; genealogical information provided by Rachael 
Anthony Sigmon. Paul Anthony (1785-1873) reported on the 1850 
and -1860 censuses that he was a native of Pennsylvania while his 
father, Philip, was recorded in North Carolina in the 1790 cen
sus. 

3Seventh Census of the United States, 1850: Catawba County, 
North Carolina, population schedule, 336; agricultural schedule, 
617; slave schedule, 265, microfilm copy, Archives, Division of 
Archives and History, Raleigh, N.C., hereinafter cited as Ar
chives. 

4Eighth Census of the United States, 1860: Catawba County, 
North Carolina, population schedule, 412; ag~icultural schedule, 
9; slave schedule, 372-373, microfilm copy, Archives. 

5 W ill 0 f P a u 1 Ant h 0 ny, 2 0 /VI arc h -I 8 6 1, pro bat e d IVI a y , 1 8 7 3 , 
Catawba County Will, Book 2, p. 83, microfilm copy, Archives; 
note the discrepency between Paul Anthony's will and the 1860 
census records, which has not been explained. Daniel Anthony is 
presumed by living ancestors to be an uncle to Abraham Anthony, 
though this has not been confirmed. 

6 G e 0 r g e W . H a h n , I.b.~ .Q.9.t9.~.~.9 ,§gJ.sU .. §.!:.... g.t... .t.b.~.... .QJ-Y.JJ..... Wa r 
(H i c ko r y , N . C .: C 1 a y P r in tin g Co., 1 9 1 1 ), 201; John W . Moo r e , 
Bg.~.~ .. §.c.... gJ:.... Ng.c.~ .. b .Q.9.cgJ.in.9 I.Cgg.R~ j.n .t.b.§ .~.9.C § .. §.t.~.§.§n.... ,! .. b.§.... .§J.9.~_ e ~ 
(Raleigh: (State of North Carolina), 4 volumes, 1882), 11,582. 

7Anthony f s shoemaker's tools are owned by his grandaughter 
Rachael Anthony Sigmon. 
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8Ninth Census of the United States, 1870: Catawba County, 
North Carolina, population schedule, 591, microfilm copy, Ar
chives. 

91V1 i 1 e s Lab a n H 0 f f man, .9~l:!.C .tS.tQ ('I 9 'I 5 . Rep r i n t . B a I tim 0 r e : 
Genealogical Publishing Company, '1968), 312; according to the 
Twelfth Census of the United States, '1900: 'Catawba County, North 
Carolina, 156, microfilm copy, Archives, the Anthonys had been 
married thirty years. 

'lOp au 1 Ant h 0 n y t 0 A bra ham Ant h 0 ny, 23M arc h 'I 8 7 'I, Cat a w b a 
County Deeds, Book 68, p. 220, microfilm copy, Archives. 

11Anthony Papers. 

12Ninth Census of the United States, 1870: 
North Carolina, population schedule, 539, 551, 
copy, Archives. 

Catawba County, 
559, manuscript 

'I 3Yoder. II Ea r 1 y Sett 1 ers of Catawba County," 8. 

'I 4 Ten t h C ens u s 0 f the Un i ted S tat e s, 'I 8 8 0 : Cat a w b a Co un t y , 
North Carolina, population schedule, 482, agricultural schedule, 
8, microfilm copy, Archives. 

1 5 L. Bra n son, e d ., g.c.~n.~gD_~_~ Ng.c.tb ,g.q.r::gJj_Q.~ ,~.Y.§.t[1.§.§.§.... .Q,tc,§.9..= 
:~9.c.Y..... ,tg,C.... ..l.~,~.4, (R ale i g h: Lev i Bra n s son , 1 8 8 4 ) • 2 0 2 ; .~.C.9 .. [H? .. 9.n .. ~ .. ~ 
N9.C,tb.... .9_~.c,9. 1 i,n,~ ,~.Y.§j..r:t§,§,§ .Qj .. C.~_S_!g_C,~ .. e. ,:L~.g.Q (R ale i 9 h: Lev i 8 ran son , 
'1889), '175. 

'I 6 Yo de r, II Ear 1 y Set t 1 e r s 0 f Cat a w b a Co un t y ," -I 8 . 

17 1935 Catawba County Tax List, Jacob's Fork Township, 
microfilm copy, Archives. 
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~ See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
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D Federal agency 
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Specify repository: 
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D See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

All of lot 16 in block 4, Catawba County Tax Maps ,. sheet 10-J. 

D See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 
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D See continuation sheet 
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The following pertains to all photographs: 

1) Abraham Anthony Farm 
2) Blackburn vicinity, North Carolina 
5) North Carolina Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, NC 

A. 3) Randall Page 
4) March 1982 
6) House (A), southwest 

B. 3) Randall Page 
4) March 1982 
6) House, northwest 

C. 3) Randall Page 
4) March 1982 
6) House, southeast 

D. 3) Randall Page 
4) March 1982 
6) House interior, mantel in first-story front room 

E. 3) Davyd Foard Hood 
4) May 1983 
6) House interior, mantel 

F. 3) Randall Page 
4) March 1982 
6) Cobbler Shob (E), northwest 

G. 3) Davyd Foard Hood 
4) May 1983 
6) Smokehouse/milkhouse (B), southwest 

H. 3) Randall Page 
4) March 1982 
6) Smokehouse/wash shed (C), northwest 

I. 3) Davyd Foard Hood 
4) May 1983 
6) Flower shed (D), northwest 

J. 3) Randall Page 
4) March 1982 
6) Log building (G), northwest 
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K. 3) Randall Page 
4) March 1982 
6) Granary (I), west 

L. 3) Davyd Foard Hood 
4) May 1983 
6) New Granary (J) , east 

M. 3) Davyd Foard Hood 
4) May 1983 
6) Barn (K), left; in' background, New Granary (J), flanked by Hog Pen (H, left) 

and Granary (I); to northeast 

N. 3) Randall Page 
4) March 1982 
6) Barn (K), north 

o. 3) Davyd Foard Hood 
4) Hay 1983 
6) Potato House (N), southeast 

P. 3) Davyd Foard Hood 
4) May 1983 

Q. 

R. 

6) Hog Pen (H) in foreground; in background, Potato House (N, right) and ~ew 
Granary (J) 

3) Davyd Foard Hood 
4) May 1983 
6) Chicken Coop (0), north 

3) Davyd Foard Hood 
4) May 1983 
6) Brooder House (P), north 

NOTE: These photos were taken in 1982 and 1983. All resources have been thoroughly 
field checked by Barbara Kooiman in 1989 and have been determined to be unchanged 
from their appearance and condition portrayed in photographs taken prior to 1989 .. 
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