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Historijcal Background

Abraham Anthony was born +in 1839 to Paul (1785-1873) and
Magdalene Rhodes Anthony (1802-1877). Paul Anthony's father,
PhilTl4ip, had come from Pennsylvania to Lincoln County between
1785-1790, and had settled in the central part of the county
between the South Fork River and Pott Creek; with the formation
of Catawba County in 1842 from the northern half of Lincoln, the
Anthony TJands Tlay 1in the southwest corner of the new county.2
Paul Anthony, who had +inherited a Targe plantation from his
father Phillip (1762/64~1828), was a wealthy planter and black-
smith. At the time of the 1850 census he owned 1,850 acres of
Tand valued at $98,200, and twenty-four slaves, making him the
wealthiest man in his community.3 The 1860 census recorded his
ownership of only 6689 acres worth $8,315, 14 sTlaves, and other
personal property valued at $13,466.%

Paul Anthony's 1861 will, however, provided for disposition
of 1,808 acres worth $11,166 and 21 slaves worth $11,447.5 In
this will Anthony gave his son Abraham, then twenty-two vyears old
and st411 Tiving in his father's household, a "plantation called
the Daniel Anthony Place 200 acres Jjoining the homeplace worth
$1,300," 1dn addition to another 180 acres and two slaves. Paul
Anthony was not to die until 1873 so Abraham did not receive
title to the Daniel Anthony tract until he purchased it from his
father +in 1871. In the meantime, Abraham continued to Tive with
his parents until after the Civil War. In September of 1861 he
enlisted as a private in Company E of the Thirty-Second Regiment;
in December of 1863 he was promoted to second Jlieutenant.® In
April 1865, while engaged in the fighting around Petersburg,
Abraham received a wound which necessitated the amputation of a
leg. He was also captured but was soon paroled and he returned
to his parents' hougeho1d where he took up the trade of shoemaker
as well as farming.’ At the time of the 1870 census Abraham, age
thirty, was still Tiving with his parents as were his brother
Jacob and sister Frances.8 Later that vear Abraham married
Emeline Susan Rudisill (1842-1912) whose sister Frances married
Abraham's brother Jacob.9 In 1871 Abraham purchased from his
father, for  $2,400, 446 1/2 acres which dncluded the Daniel
Anthony tract which Paul Anthony had 1intended for his son 1in his
1861 wil11.10 Abraham and Emeline probably continued to reside
with his parents. In 1873 Paul Anthony died Teaving his house
and farm to his wife and at her death, to his son Jacob. Magda-—
Jene Anthony died by May 1877, making it necessary Tor Abraham
and his wife to builid their own residence for their growing
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family. They became the parents of Mary (1873-13841), Cephas
(1875-1938), Martha (1878-1967), Lillie (1882-~18980), and Abraham
Rudisill Anthony (1884-1880), with the Tatter two children being
the only ones born 1in the new brick house built by the Anthonys.

According to the surviving receipts for the workmen's pay,
construction of the house probably began dn May of 1877 171 The
receipts show that in August Anthony paid four workmen $380.04
for a total of 233 1/2 working days and another four men received
$56.55. Of these eight workmen, only two, Daniel Jarrett and W.
W. Wells, were located in the 1870 census where both men were
recorded as small farmers.!? Jarrett, however is identified in
an 1899 church history as a house carpenter and it dis thought
that Wells was a brickmason. 13 Anthony's account book records
small purchases of brick for the house; on 1 December 1877 he
bought 1,400 soft bricks for $4.20 and 300 hard bricks for $2.40,
and 1in January of 1878 he purchased 300 hard bricks for $2.40.
Although the Anthony House s simply detailed, +Hits Targe size and
brick construction set it apart from contemporary small frame
farmhouses typical of postbellum Catawba County, and reflect
Abraham Anthony's prosperity as a farmer and shoemaker. As
originally built, the house had a small front porch but a photo-
graph dated 1885, in the possession of the current owners, shows
the present porch distinguished by its Tavish Tattice-work de-—

sign.

Anthony's account book documents the construction of the

granary 1in 1883 and the barn +in 1888. The briick smokehouse was
presumably built at the time of the house. The origin of the
two Jlog houses on the property is not certain, however, the

current owners, and Anthony ancestors claim the Tog tack house
was moved from a different, unidentified farm and may have been a
residence for Abraham Anthony's family while the brick house was
being built, and the renovated log house was once a tenant house
on the north side of the farm, and was moved to 1its current

Jocation about twenty years ago.

The 1880 census Tisted Anthony as a shoemaker and showed
that he was farming on a small scale. % 0Of his 300 acres of Tand
valued at $5,000, Anthony was only cultivating sixty—-two acres
producing small amounts of corn, wheat, and potatoes; the farm
also had a small orchard of 25 apple trees and 15 peach trees.
Despite the small size of his farm, Anthony was listed +in Tocal
business directories 1in 1884 and 1880 as a prominent farmer of
Jacob's Fork "I"ownshw’p“'b Surviving correspondence and entries 1in



HPS Form 10-800-a Q448 Aoprovel No 10240018

(8-58)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _8 Page 3 Abraham Anthony Farm
Catawba County, N.C.

his account book from the 1890s reveal that Anthony was also a
member of the local school board.

Abraham Anthony died in 1806 and his wife Emeline in 19172.
They are buried at the nearby Grace Union Church where the Antho-
ny family had lTong been members; Abraham had been superintendent
of the Sunday school for several years and his father had served
as an elder there for many vears. 18 At Mrs. Anthony's death the
house and farm became the Jjoint property of her sons Cephas and
Abraham Rudisill Anthony. In 1935 the property, consisting of
215 acres, was valued in the county tax books at $13,800.1/ At
Cephas Anthony's death in 1939, Abraham Rudisill Anthony became
the sole owner, residing in the house with his wife Annie Mae
Plonk Anthony. Abraham R. Anthony died +in 1980 leaving the house
and 154 acres to his only child, Rachel L. Sigmon, wife of N. D.
Sigmon. Rachel Sigmon now resides in the renovated TJog house
south of the brick house, while her only daughter, Jean Chucct,
and her family are now part owners of the farm and Tive 1in the
brick house. The Chucci's do not currently farm the land them-
selves, however, they do rent the land to neighboring farmers for
hay production.

The Anthony House remains in the family of the builder as an
impressive postbellum farmhouse, unusual in the western piedmont
of North Carolina for its brick construction, TJlarge size and
numerous surviving outbuildings. Equally unusual for a North
Carolina farm structure is the surviving floorplan and documenta-
tion for the house's construction. The house and farm complex
represents a prosperous farmstead of the postwar period in Cataw-
ba County.
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FOOTNOTES
TThe flioorplan, receipts, and account books of Abraham
Anthony, 1in the possession of his grandaughter, Rachael Anthony

Sigmon, are hereinafter cited as the Anthony Papers, xerox copies
in the Survey and Planning Branch, Division of Archives and
History, Raleigh, North Carolina.

25. M. Yoder, "A Condensed History of the Early Settiers of
Catawba County," 17, typescript, 1889, xerox copy in the files of
the Survey and Planning Branch, Division of Archives and History,
Raleigh, N.C., hereinafter cited as Yoder, "Early Settlers of
Catawba County"; genealogical information provided by Rachael
Anthony Sigmon. Paul Anthony (1785-1873) reported on the 1850
and 1860 censuses that he was a native of Pennsylivania while his
father, Philip, was recorded in North Carolina in the 1780 cen-
SUS .

3seventh Census of the United States, 1850: Catawba County,
North Carolina, population schedule, 336; agricultural schedule,

617; slave schedule, 265, microfilm copy, Archives, Divisdion of
Archives and History, Raleigh, N.C., hereinafter cited as Ar-
chives.

4Eﬁghth Census of the United States, 1860: Catawba County,
North Carolina, population schedule, 412; agricultural schedule,
9; slave schedule, 372-373, microfilm copy, Archives.

SWi11  of Paul Anthony, 20 March 1861, probated May, 1873,
Catawba County Wi11, Book 2, p. 83, microfilm copy, Archives;
note the discrepency between Paul Anthony’'s will and the 1860
census records, which has not been explained. Daniel Anthony is
presumed by Tiving ancestors to be an uncle to Abraham Anthony,
though this has not been confirmed.

6George W. Hahn, The Catawba Soldier of the Civil War
(Hickory, N.C.: Clay Printing Co., 1811), 201; John W. Moore,
Roster of North Carolina Troops in the War Between the States

(Raleigh: (State of North Carolina), 4 volumes, 1882), 11, 582.

Tanthony's shoemaker's tools are owned by his grandaughter
Rachael Anthony Stigmon.
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8Ninth Census of the United States, 1870: Catawba County,
North Carolina, population schedule, 581, microfiim copy, Ar-
chives.

Sviles Laban Hoffman, Qur Kin (1815. Reprint. Baltimore:
Genealogical Publishing Company, 1868), 312; according to the
Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900: Catawba County, North
Carolina, 156, microfiim copy, Archives, the Anthonys had been

married thirty years.

10pau Anthony to Abraham Anthony, 23 March 1871, Catawba
County Deeds, Book 68, p. 220, microfilm copy, Archives.

11Anthony Papers.

12Ninth Census of the United States, 1870: Catawba County,
North Carolina, population schedule, 538, 551, 559, manuscript
copy, Archives.

13vyoder, "Eariy Settlers of Catawba County," 8.

14Tenth Census of the United States, 1880: Catawba County,
North Carolina, population schedule, 482, agricultural schedule,
8, microfilm copy, Archives.

15, Branson, ed., Branson's North Carofﬁna Business Direc-—
tory.. for 1884 (Raleigh: Levi Bransson, 1884), 202; Branson's
North Carolina Business Directory, 1890 (Raleigh: Levi Branson,
1888), 175.

16vyoder, "Early Settlers of Catawba County," 18.

171935 Catawba County Tax List, Jacob's Fork Township,
microfilm copy, Archives.
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{:]designated a National Historic Landmark
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See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
[x ] state historic preservation office
I::]Other State agency
D Federal agency
Local government
(] University
DOther
Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 126.76 acres

UTM References
AlLZ) B3k 5D 13,9136/95,0]
Zone  Easting Northing

clL7 4721975 [309362,9;5]

B 11,7 [417,1]135,0] [3,9/3,6/19,0

Zone  Easting Northing
D17 [&l7,2]12 3 0] [3,913719,0,0]

DSee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

All of lot 16 in block 4, Catawba County Tax Maps, sheet 10-J.

DSee continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

Entire remaining parcel historically associated with the property.

[:]See continuation sheet
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nameditle Barbara Kooiman, compiler; Laura A.W. Phillips, description; Marshall Bullock, history.

organization _Catawba County Historical Assoc.

date _.JJune 25, 1989

street & number _Rt. 1, Box 76 AB

telephone 704/256-3040

city or town Conover,

state __N.C. zip code 28613
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The following pertains to all photographs:

1) Abraham Anthony Farm
2) Blackburn vicinity, North Carolina

5) North Carolina Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, NC

A. 3) Randall Page
4) March 1982
6) House (A), southwest

B. 3) Randall Page
4) March 1982
6) House, northwest

C. 3) Randall Page
4) March 1982
6) House, southeast

D. 3) Randall Page
4) March 1982

6) House interior, mantel in first-story front room

E. 3) Davyd Foard Hood
4) May 1983
6) House interior, mantel

F. 3) Randall Page
4) March 1982
6) Cobbler Shob (E), northwest

G. 3) Davyd Foard Hood
4) May 1983
6) Smokehouse/milkhouse (B), southwest

H. 3) Randall Page
4) March 1982
6) Smokehouse/wash shed (C), northwest

I. 3) Davyd Foard Hood
4) May 1983
6) Flower shed (D), northwest

J. 3) Randall Page
4) March 1982
6) Log building (G), northwest
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K. 3) Randall Page
4) March 1982
6) Granary (I), west

L. 3) Davyd Foard Hood
4) May 1983
6) New Granary (J), east

M. 3) Davyd Foard Hood

4) May 1983 .
6) Barn (K), left; in background, New Granary (J), flanked by Hog Pen (H, left)

and Granary (I); to northeast

N. 3) Randall Page
4) March 1982
6) Barn (K), north

0. 3) Davyd Foard Hood
4) May 1983
6) Potato House (N), southeast

P. 3) Davyd Foard Hood
4) May 1983
6) Hog Pen (M) in foreground; in background, Potato House (N, right) and New

Granary (J)

Q. 3) Davyd Foard Hood
4) May 1983
6) Chicken Coop (0), north

R. 3) Davyd Foard Hood
4) May 1983
6) Brooder House (P), north

NOTE: These photos were taken in 1982 and 1983. All resources have been thoroughly
field checked by Barbara Kooiman in 1989 and have been determined to be unchanged
from their appearance and condition portrayed in photographs taken prior to 1989.



oo e
A - Houdt ()
Y- ;CDW\OV-Q\/\Q\;‘JQ /H‘\l‘ﬂw@u‘)Q ()

C - Smeke howse / Laslcghad (O

D= Floyer Sue (NCD o

E - Covbler Inep -

F- Shed (O —_—
C - Log Bldg. /Werkdnes (©

L - Cranavy /?\OLOMd ()

J- New Creanay (0D

K- Daurn (O

L~ Shed (C) @
Nt Potato Hovst (O

P\ Brocde House (O
G ke Howse (Moo Higmond cesidunce) (NO)

R-\guthese (O

H1YON
7

& 3K 100% —=

_@7/_%1;5.17/ C= COV\JM\(DUT\V/%

"= HeD NC= v\omoviﬁ\oo)ﬂws Corow boo Cowec;t o Co

\2b - Tl ARES 41 “—Pkoglg/ﬁ""cﬁm To.cobd Forle lowm/hi’\?
Tou Hap Gheect 10-1,
Block A, Lot o

) A9






