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Sherrills Ford School in 1922, when he was 73 years old, and is 
believed to have built the Balls Creek School in 1927. These are 
presumably some of the last buildings for which he was responsi
ble. He continued to live in his house, later "in his life shar-' -
ing it with his daughter and her husband until his death in 1940 
at the age of ninety-one.21 

Lina Lester, the youngest child of C. H. and Susan Lester, 
b 0 r n i n ,vI arc h "8 9 �~� t mar r i e d Alb e r"' t Set z e r in" 9 2 5 • In" 9 2 9 the 
elder Lester sold them the ten-acre island in the Catawba River. 
Presumably they were not consigned to dwell on it but were al
lowed to live in the main house. Albert Setzer, member of an 
established Catawba County family, cultivated parts of the farm 
until his later years. He was also a fox hunter and raised 
c ham p ion h a un d son the pro per t y. 2 2 In" 9 4 " Alb e r tan d Lin a 
Set z err e c e i v e d f r"' am the 0 the t"' he irs of C. H. L e s·t era 1 1 rig h t s 
to the property.23 Yhe Setzers were residents of the house 
through the 19705. 
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Foo'rNO'TES 

'I.~;'.~.t~.~.q.~ .~.§.§.k.§n.9.§.C t 30 Apr i 1 1 965 . 'The name of Sc rugg ins (or 
Scroggins) has also been associated with the house. Yet an 
examination of census records and deed books for Lincoln (later 
Catawba) County in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries turned up ~o one in the area by that name. 

2Lincoln County Land Grants. North Carolina State Archives. 
and Lincoln County Deed Book '18, p. 377. 'The William "Neill 
appearing in the 1790 census of Lincoln County with a wife and 
two son sma y be ·t he i: a the r 0 f the man i n que s t ion . tL§.9Sh?"" gf 
.t.9n!jJ"t~:~.§"" .9.~. .~"h.§ L.J..c.:=?.t .Q.§X}.§.Y.@ gf .th.§ .~nj,,:.;.§.g .§.:';.~.t.§.§. .I.~.k.§n.... J.O"" .:';.b.§ 
.'Y.§.9.C .. " ).L~ .. Q.L... .t:\gr .. ! .. h .Q.§.CgJ.J..D.9. (B a I tim 0 r e : G e n e a log i cal Pub lis h i n g 
Co., 'I 9 '/ 3 ), 'I 'I 'I . 

3Lincoln County Marriage Bonds, North Carolina State Ar
chives. 

4 "I" h i r dan d F 0 u r the ens use s, 1 8 "I 0, 'I 8 ~~ () . 

5 L -j nco 1 nCo un t y W ill Boo k 'I, p. 'I 5 6 . 

6 F -j f t han d Six t h C ens use s, 1 8 3 0, 'I 84 0 ; 
Records, North Carolina State Archives. 

Lincoln County Tax 

'/Lincoln County Land Grants, Book 6 T p. 457. 

8Catawba County Deed Book 3, p. 630. 

90 n C. L. T' urn era n d his t ext i 1 e rn i I Is, see .t!.J..9 .. k.9TY .. " .Q.~.J..J.y 
B.§ggr"Q T 2 5 Aug u s t 'I 9 6 5 . 

10Lincoln County Tax Records, North Carolina State Archives. 

'I 'I E i 9 h the ens us, "I 8 6 (), Pop u I a t ion, S 1 a v (oJ, and A g ric u 1 t u r a I 
'3c hedu 1 es . 

"I 2 We y m 0 u t h 'r. J 0 r' dan, Jr. ( com p . ), Ng.c.t.D .. " .Q.§,Cg,J.tQ.§.... .IC.9.9.p..@"c 
J.~ .. ~J::J.~.~.? ... :..... A .Bg.~ .. ! .. §r. (I~ a lei 9 h: D i vis ion 0 fAr" chi v e san d H i st 0 r y , 
'I 9 7 5 ), V, 'I 2 9 . 



Un 
National Park Service 

Section number _-...::...8_ Page __ 6_ Neill-Turner-Lester House 
C 

'I 3 Lev 1 8 ran son (c amp. ), .@.C.9J.J.s.9n .. ~ .. § ~.9.c.tb._. .Q.~r.9J.tn.9 .. " ~~.s.tQ.§.s.s 
p.tt"§.~~,,t.9t .. Y (R ale 1 9 h: 8 ran son and Far r a r, 'I 8 6 9 - 'I 8 9 0 ) t 1 8 6 9 t p. 3 5 ; 
'I 8 8 4, p. 2 0 'I; and 'I 8 9 0, p. 'I 'l 4 . 

'I 4 J 0 h n L . C hen e y (e d . ), .N9.C.tb .Q.9r9J.tQ.9.... .G9Y.§.C.~~.§n.t-L .. __ }.§.?§.~:: 
.t~"?A,,.:. A J~L9r.C.~:~.ty..§ .~n.9 .§:t~.t.t§"tJ9.~J. tU .. ?J9r-y (R ale i 9 h: Sec ret a r y 0 f 
::;, tat, e , 'I 9 7 5 ) t 4 6 'l . 

'I 5 J 0 r dan ( com p . ) t .N9r.th .Q.~.C9JJn.9 I.C.99.P..?, V I I I, 'I 5 2 ; Hj"qJ~9.C.Y 
g.9.tJ.Y .. " B.§.E9.r:.9 t 'I 4' J u 1 y 1 9 6 5 . 0 nCo m pan y C 0 f the T went y - E i 9 h t h 
Reg i men t 1 S e Ej G e 0 r 9 elf.}. H a h n ( e d . ) 1 .I.b.§ .~~.~.~~.9 .. ~.Q.?:1 .§9J.~U __ §.C.". g:f .. " .!; .. b.§ 
.Q.]..y.]"J .Id.9.r ( H i c k a r y : C I a y P r i n tin g Co. 1 'I 9 'I 'I ), 'I 6 6 - 'I 7 2 . 

16Catawba County Estates Records, Fielding Turner 
North Carolina State Archives; Catawba County Deed Book 
6 9, and IVI i nut e Doc k e t 800 k -I, p. 3 'I 6 . 

foldEH'l 
6 t p . 

17Catawba County Tax Records, North Carolina State Archives; 
Tenth Census, 1880, Population and Agricultural Schedules. 

'I 8 N~.~~.t9D .. " N.@.~.s.:::.~D.t§r.EcJ.s.§, 'I 4 IVI a y 'I 9 '/ 9 ; .tU.9.k9ry __ . J!,?:1JJ .. Y .. " B.§.:: 
.9.9t .. 9., 'I 4 J u I y 'I 9 6 5 . A rn 0 n g the Cat a w bah 0 use s w h i c h L est e r b u i I ,t 
was Ivl 0 n b 0 H e i 9 h t s 1 the hom e 0 f t E) X til e mil 1 f 0 u n d e r C. L. r urn e r' . 
Described as lithe focal point of ar'ea society at the turn of the 
c en t u r Y t Ii thE;) h 0 use I ate r bur ned . 'r urn e r ; S Ivl 0 n b 0 /VI ill s we r e 
completely destroyed by the 1916 flood of the Catawba River. 

'I 9 'r e nth and 'r wei f the ens use s t -I 8 8 0 1 'j 9 0 0, Pop u 1 a t ion S c he d -
ules. An exhibit featuring C. H. Lester;s tools and supplies was 
held at the Catawba County Historical Museum in 1979. 

20Catawba County Tax Records, North Carolina State Archives. 
Lester was also taxed on his library, tools, furniture, and gun 
i nth e 'I 8 90s . 

2 'I Cat a w b a Co un t y If.} ill 800 k 5, p. 4"(. C. H. L est e r I a s t p aid 
t a xes i n 'I 9 3 5 . I nth at yea r, howe v e r, the t a x wI i s t s 1 n d 'i cat e 
that his son-in-law Albert Setzer had assumed the responslbility 
of paying a portion ~f the tax. 

2 3C a taw b a Co un t y Dee d 8 00 k s :3 'I 4, p. 5 4 3 ; 
'I '7 8, p. 5 5 r ( • 

3 ? :3 t p. 6 'I -; ; and 
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Neill-Turner-lester House, Catawba County, N,C. 

See Continuation Sheet. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # _________________ _ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # _________________ _ 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property Le s s than one (1) acre. 

UTM References 
A lL1J 15 10, 13, ,0 

Zone Easting 

C LLJ 1,---,--1 --'--~--J...-....I 

13 ,9 14 ,4 19 P P I 
Northing 

L, 1 

[KJ See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[!O State historic preservation office 
o Other State agency 
o Federal agency 
o Local government 
o University 
o Other 
Specify repository: 

B LLJ ~~,~~~~ 
Zone Easting 

D LLJ L-I .....J....1---L--'-.I..-.-l.......J 

o See continuation sheet 

I , I , 
Northing 

I , I , 

Verbal Boundary Description 'lhe Neill-Turner-Lester House lot follows the fence line delineating 

the rectilinear house yard. Specifically, begin at the West corner of the fence; then 
turn Northwest, go 211 feet; then turn Northeast, go 173 feet; then turn Southeast, bO 
211 feet; then turn Southwest, go 173 feet (following across the driveway in a straibht 
line where there is a gap in the fence line) to the beginning point, which is the ,~est 

corner of the fenced yard. o See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries are drawn to include the immediately surrounding yard as setting for 
the historic resource and to exclude noncontributing outbuildings on associated acreage. 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Barbara Kooiman, compiler; Laura A. W. 
organization Catawba County Historical Assn., Inc. 
street & number Rt. 1, Box 76 AB 

o See continuation sheet 

Phillips, descrlptlon; Mlchael AlII, hlstory 

date 7 / 29/ 89 
telephone 704/256-3040 

N C 28613 city or town _~(~:Q~n~Q~VLe~r~ _________________ ~~ate .. zip c~e ----



number Photos Neill-Turner-Lester House, Catawba Co., NC 

Except as otherwise noted, the following pertains to all photographs: 

1) Neill-Turner-Lester House 
2) Sherrills Ford vicinity, North Carolina 
3) Laura Phillips 
4) March 1983 
5) North Carolina Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, NC 

A. 3) Barbara Kooiman 
4) June 1989 
6) Exterior, north 

B. 6) Exterior, northwest (Note: shed in background has been replaced by mobile home~) 

C. 3) F. Bogue Wallin 
4) April 1979 
6) Exterior, west 

D. 6) First floor, northeast room, mantel 

E. 6) Second floor, southwest room, mantel 

F. 6) Wainscot and door of shed room 

G. 6) Second floor hallway 

NOTE: Most of the photos used in this nomination were taken in 1983 and 1979. All 
resources have been thoroughly field checked by Barbara Kooiman in 1989 and, with 
the exception of untended foliage and weathering of exterior surfaces as shown in 
photo A, have been determined to be unchanged from their appearance and condition 
portrayed in photographs taken prior to 1989. 
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Topography by photogrammetric m th d . 
taken 1965. Field checked 1969 e 0 S from aerial photographs 

Polyconic projection. 1927 North A . d 100 mencan atum 
. OO-foot grid based_ on North Carolina coordinate system 
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