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i. Name of Property

historic name Sherrill, Miles Alexander

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number W side SR 1849, 0.1 mi. S of jct. w/ SR 1848

N/ Anot for publication

city, town Sherrills Ford

X vicinity

Catawba

code

zip code 28673

state North Carolina code

3. Classification

Ownership of Property

L—Xj private building(s)
[ public-local [ ] district
[_public-State _ [ Isite

{_J pubiic-Federal [ Istruciure

D objsct

Narne of related multiple property listing:

Historic & Architectural Resources

Catégory of Property

CL T.atawWba county, ~.C.

Number of Resources withir: Property

Contributing-
1

Number of contributing resources previcusly

2

Noncontributing

2 buildings
sites
structurss
objects
Totai

14

lisied in the National Reqister _ o

4. Staie/Federal Agency Certification

[

b,

SRy ]

National Register of Historic Plates and m
X7 ‘ )
? proper\rz h__m/%fg | l
M

As tha designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hareby certity that this
B romination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
ts the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Par 60.

s not meet the National Register criteria. Ll See continuation shest.

March 8, 1990

Signature of certifying official

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

——

In my opinion, the property Dmeets Ddoes not meet the National Reagister criteria jS% continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other ofiicial

Date

State or Federal agency and bursau

(891

Mational Park Service Certliication

, hereby, certify that this proparty is:
[_—_lentered in the National Register.

D See continuation shest.
" ldetermined eligible for the National
Registar. DS&G continuation sheet,
(! determined not eligible for the
National Register.

{ _'removed frorn the National Regisiar.

-

[ lother, (explain:)
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Miles Alexander Sherrill House, Catawba County, N.C.

6. Function or Uss

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) _
single dwelling

Domestic: single dwelling Domestic:

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)

) ‘ foundation ___Stone
Stick/Eastlake walls wocd
roof asphalt
other wood

‘Describe present and historic physical‘ appearance.

The Miles Alexander Sherrill House is an extremely intact
two-story frame, Stick stylie cottage, unusual for Catawba County.
Built. +in 1886, the Sherrill House was designed by the county's
first known architect, Charles Henry Lester, and s one of only
three county houses remaining which are known to have been de-

~signed or remodelled by him. (The others are the T. F. Connor
“House, Tisted on the Natiotial Register as part of the Terrell
Historic Oistrict, and the Neill-Turner—l.ester House nezapr Sher-
rills™ Ford, being nominated for the National Register with this
i

Muitiple Property Listing.) In his design for the Sherri)
House," Lester retied heavily on plates in Paliliiser’s Model Homes
(1878) .

The Sherrill House +ds Jlocated on flat terrain +in  rural
southeast Catswba County near Sherrills Ford. A drive leads from
SR 1848 to thza east side of the house on a partially cieared Jot
which retains numerous Targe trees and daffodils and other flow-
.ers  scattered throughout the yard. Heavy woods border the back

vard west of the house.

o ~ The Miles Alexander Sherrill House ("A" on the attached
Sketch Map) is characterized on the exterior by +irregular mass-
ing, steeply pitched gable and shed roofs, German siding with an
overlay of vertical and horizontal boards from which +ts Stick
style appearance is derived, multiple small porches with cham-
fered or turned posts and brackets, a stone pier foundation now
infilled with brick, and four—-over-four and one—-over—one sash

windows, mostly 1in pairs. A one-story added ell extends from the
west side of the house. The north side of the house originally
functioned as the primary facade when the rcad ran along this
side of the house. With present Tocation of S8R 1849 on the east
side of the house, that side has become the main facade. Howewv-—
er, both north and east sides have entrance porches, and each of
these sides could serve comfortably as the front. The east side

is the more interesting of the two, with its three-s+ided bay room
with projecting gabled second story and symmetrically-placed
shed-roofed porches on either side. The south and west eleva-
tions are of Tesser tinterest with two ells and two simple porch-

EE]S@@ continuation shest
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‘es. Other exterior features include two +interior brick
vith  corbeliled caps, shed dormers, decorat-vely sawn gab
poards, "rafter.snds and corner brackets, sawtooth-pattern

chimneys
Te reke
ed tﬂim

’
and - panelis of diagonal boarding serving as a contrast to ihe
German siding.

The “interdior of the Sherriil House has a plan as asymmetri-

cal as the extehﬁoﬁ The north entrance opens to a stairhall
with - stairs ascending along the east wall. On the east side of
the hall is the parlor, isolated from the other rooms. The
sitting recom ‘and dining room are situated back-to-back on -"the
west side of the hall, and.the modernized kwtchen on the =south
side of the hcouse s antered fTrom the rear of t i Forah
entramces  on - gost and west lesd . to the kitchen. Cotne
croon e & bathroom whioihomey originally = z baar

The porch, and west of the sitting reom s the west el

Fobby and Jaundry reoms ana south porch. The sescond

thraee rooms —- a bhadrocm over the parlor, o basdroom

dinﬁng ream.

The  tnterdior detailing of thne Sherriil House i
signad  and coordinated throughout the house. The front
door with-its five chamfered panels sets the stage o

e sﬁttwng-room and e batrhroom {originally a bedroom) over

i
(north}

rowhat Ties

ithin. The simple but handsome stairway features a heavy sguare

sewel with molded base and cap and chamfered shaft with

diamond-

cshaped cut-outs and applied sawnwork decoration. The handrail,

which rises sldightiy to form a ridge along its upper side

makes a

hairpin  turn - at  the stair landing. 4117 Five firepiaces are

Jocated +in  the corners of the rooms, and four - projeat

cutwanrd

three dimensienslly. Four of the mantels survive, however, the
fifth, upstairs mantei was stolen when the house was vacant. The

mantaels in the parior and master bedrcom are the most

massive,

with chamfered paneling, heavy molding urdder the shelf, and a
central keystone. They are nearly ddentical, except that the
parlor mantel has a segmentai-arched frieze wh‘Te the bedroom
mantel does not. The mantels of the dining roccm and sitting room

are identical. Fach has an archned frieze, narrow cornenr
ers, and heavy sawnwork brackets supporting the shelf. 1
marks from the missing mantel show that 1t was the only
thae house that was flat rather chan three dimersional.
interdior features of note incliude four-vpanel doors with
face molded casings, recessed shelving in the dining

heavy crown molding 1in the parior builit up from beaded

pilast—

"he ghost

cne N
ther
single
room, 3
boarding

with border moiding., and more narrow crown molding in the other
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rooms. The walls and ceilings were originally sheathed in circu-
lar-sawn flush Dboarding, and some of these, as 1in the parlor,
were covered with wallpaper. At present the parlor awaits new
wallpaper, some rooms have been left with the flush * boarding

exposed but painted, while other rooms have been sheetrocked over

-the boarding.

Two outbuildings accompany the house. Behind the house
(west) s a nineteenth century one-room schoolihouse (C, noncon-
tributing) which was associated with the black community of
Catawba County. It was purchased and moved from a site ten miles
away by the present owners within the past vear. It is currentily
being renovated by the owners as an artist's studio. East of the
houség”*s a fTrame gerage (D, noncoentrsibuting) which was. pernaps
oreviolsiy a wagonr shed. it was probably buiit +dn  the =arly
twentﬁeth century.
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8. Statement of Significance

Ce_;rtifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other propsrties:

D nationally D statewide [7_(_] locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA [ ]B [XJc [ ]b
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [_JA [ 18 [ Jc [Jo [Je [Jr e

Areas of Significance (enter cateqories from instructions) Period of Significance Silgnificant Dates
Architecture : 1886 886

Cultural Affiliation

N/a

_ Significant Person © Architect/Builder

.

N/A . Lester, Charles Henry

State significance of property, and justity criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted abovs.
Summanry
The Miles Alexander Shertil1 Howuse is  an  “mportant 1886

Stick-5tyTle ‘ouse which is one of few remaining in zhe <
~which were desigred by Catawbs Counuy's first architect, Ch

Henry  lgster. e house s Uvausunl for the  county, Wi T ite
asymmekbrical massing and untigua, thres dimsnsi onal coirnerr mai =
tels. UF particular riote is lester's apparent use of  the ook

: Model Homes, pubiished by Paliiser, Palliser & Compa-

Palliger

ny, Architects of Bridgeport, Connecticut, near Lesveris own

homztownof New Lendon.  The house iz stignificant under Criterion
Codn assoedation with tha Property Type "Houses of Catawba Coun-
z .

Y
ty:  Postbellum (1855-1800)" as an example of a good Stick Style
desagn, = rare example of a patternbook house in Catawba CLounty,
and because of its association with Lester.

@ See contlnuation sheet
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The Miles. Alexander Sherrill House 4is & Victorian—era struc-
ture TJocated about one mile north of the Sherrills Ford . community
in southeast Catawba County. It was built 1in 1886 for Sherrill,
"a locally prominent miller and farmer, by Charles Henry Lester,
the first known trained architect in the county. As such it s
one of the few private hnomes still standing for which Lester was
whollyv responsible.

: The original Tanding on the Catawba River known as Sherrilis
- Ford was covered by lLake No&rman in 1883, as were the sites of &

number of historic houses +in the area. Both the Tanding and the
commurity & Tew miles wesit of it were named for Adam  Sherrill,
the phoneer who crossea the Catewha River +in 1747 Sharr-411 had
previouvsly been in the Virginia (now West Virginia) area. The
histortian Robert W. Remsey made this assessment of the Familv's

Tmportance to thne settlement of the frontier:

5

The most picturesque, and probably the most
significant, of tha sariy settlers on  the
Catawba was the Sherrill family. Not oniy

were the Sherrills trail-blazers in the set-

tiement of western North Carolina but they

plaved a role in opening up the Susquehanna

Va?iey.1

With Adam Sherril7l at the 1747 crossing were his wife and eight
csons. One of the sons, William, was the progenitor of the great-

er part of the Catawba County cian of Sherrilis.

Miles Alexander Sherrill (1848-1816) was part of the fifth

gereration of Sherrills in the area. ATthaugh primarily & farmer
and . mil11 operator through most of his Tife', Sherrill listed his
occupation in 1870 as that of shoemaker. In that year he married
Elizabeth (lizzie) Brotherton (1852-1837). The first of <their
-nine children was born in 1872. As late as 1900 six of the nine,
along with several grandchildren, Tived in the house.aﬁ The Sher-
rills  were Methodists and members of Hopewell Church.? Between

1870 and 1885 M. A. Sherrill was regulariy taxed on 100-140 acres
plus one or two horses and mules and a few head of cattle and
sheep. His farming operation was nct a large one. Though no
further dnformaticn s available regarding his plantings 1t is
reasonable to assume that, like other farmers in Catawba County,
he grew some corn, wheat, oats, and perhaps cotton.? In the
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mid-1880s, Sherrill began investing in severzal local grist and
sawmill ~ operations. In combination with four cthers he bought
five acres plus-a mill north of Rehobeth Church in 1885. I the
“following year he bought out the +interaests of his partners in the
milT. é similar investment in a mill on Littens Creek was made
in 1880.°

On January 2, 1886, Sherrill bought the property uUpon which
he buiit his house. He paid I. F. Brown $500 for the B57-acre
tract. With that purchase his taxable acreage rose from 140 <tc
187 acres with a value of $2,000. 3Sherrill was at that time

i 3

thirty-eight vyears old. The size of his Tandhelidings remained
constant  until - 1894 when he bought cighteen acres orn  Mountain
S S i o have supplied From kis o sawmi ]

a1l other arse housas in the late

"aborr o in the butdilding of hihs

(18491840

MiooA L Bherrilt died dn 1216 2t ags sixiyv-eight. n the vear
hefore hiszs  destin he owsved 195 zores valued at $2.,263. M waEs
also taxed .on one house, six cattie, two hogs, a carriage, toolis,
furniture, and other personai property. ATl of his property then
passed to  his widow Elizabeth. In 1935 she was taxed on 228
acres with a value or $5,500. Elizabeth Sherrill died on  April
2 1237, a2t the age of enghty~f1ve.7 By the time of her death
several of the Sherrill heirs had died. Thus i+ was up *to tne
remaining children and grandchildren to settle the estate. Those

Reirs were scattered across the state of North Carolina, Tiving
in Tredell, Guilford, Caldwell, and Scotland countiess zs well. as
in Catawha County. ATT of them agreed to ralinauish thedir claim

to the klcmeplace and transfer all dinterest in it to their sister

Nona and her husband Joseph Fesper Gabrie?. The property, a
total of 10 T/10 QLFES as determined by a new survey in 1938, was
scld to them for $800. Gabriel, whose am11y had aliso Tived in

the Srerrilis Ford area for several generations, kept some of the
Tand in cultivation. He died on January 22, 13843, Nona Sherrsi]l
Gabriel, who - lTived foirr ever thirty more vears, continued to payv
tax on the seventy-plus acres valued at $3,270 in 1955 and $3,638
in 1965.9 Her heir, Thomas Gabriel, became the owner of the land
and house in 1981 . Im 1¢82 he sold the house and & 4.68 acre lot
to Gary and Pat Maunsy who are currently T1dving there ana are  in
che finzi stages of renovating the house. U
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Anchitectural Context
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Interestingily, although the Sherrill House i1s now painted Tlight
vellow with white trim, a cireca 1900 photograph of the north
facade shows that the trim was painted a dark color at that time,
and physical evidence on the house shows that the trim had been
painted & dark rust red. Referring to the corner fireplaces, the
~descripticn  of the Marble House says, "The corner fireplace
between Panlor and Dining-room is a feature we indulge in %o a
great extent in these days of economy..."13 Apparently architect
Lester borrowed Tiberally from the Pallisers while at the same
time making modificastions that he thought appropriate.

‘he. Sherrill House is beiieved to be one of only two remain-—
vzes in the county far which Lester weas whelly responsible
(the othar being the T.F. Cornor House, part of the Terreiil
Historic Distric+t). Lester’s own home, the Neill--Turner-lLester
House (alzo  heing nominated as part of this Multiplie Proparty
Listing) was =z Federal-era house whicn he extensively enlarged
and renovated.
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FOOTNOTES
. TRobert W. Ramsey, Carolina Cradle: Settlement of the North
Carolina Frontier, I/47-1/62 (Chapel Hi11: The University of
"North Carolina. Press, 54, 47. In 1929 a plague bearing an
inscription commemoratﬁng the crossing by the Sherrills was
dedicated at the Sherrilis Ford Tanding. William L. Sherrill,

Annals  of Lincoln County, North Caroliina (8Baltimore:

ettt asaas Aveessaesany

Publishing Co., 1967; originally publiished, 1937).

2Ninth and Twelfth Cénsuses, 1870 and 1900, Po
Schedules.

'n 1003 M. A. Sherrili ascted as & trustee for
nd. Catawba County De=d Book 66, p. 300.

Catawba County Tax Records, North Carolina State A
1884 corn was the Teading crop in Catawna County Wi

Regional

pulation

Hopewel

{
4
jet Church 1in respect to the church's purchase of addition-

rchives.
th over

In
27,00 acres undeir culttivation. Considerabily fewer acres were
pianted +in wheat, oats and cotton. Levi Branson (ed.), 8ranson's
Ng_ph kgﬂgJWha Business Directory (Raleigh: Levi Branson, 1884 ),
195.

Scatawba County Deed Book 24, p. 188; Deed Book 32, p. 358;
and Deed Book 64, p. 324-.

SCatawba County Deed Book §4, p. 323: Catawba County Tax
Kecords, North Carolina State Archives.

TCatawba County Vital Statistics and Tax Records, North
Carolina State Archives. )

! - ]
BCatawba County Deed Book 336, p. 467.
SCatawba County Vital Statistics and Tax Records, North

Carolina State Archives.

10¢atawba County Deed Beolk 1247, p. 296, and Deed Book 1253,

p 8489,

11Ton  Charles Henr y Lester and his ‘impact on Catawba
architecture, see Hickory Daily Record, 14 July 1965, and

News-Ebnterprise, 14 May 1979.

County
Newton
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'?Pa??wser 5 Model Homes (Bridgeport, Conn.: Palliser, Pal-

Tiser & Co., Architects, 1878), pp. 44, 46.

13ps1liser's Model Homes, p. 48.

Branson, Levi, ed. Branson's North Carolina Business Directary.
Raleigh: Levi Branson,’ 16884.

Catawkba County Deeds, Tax Records, Vita] Statistics, and Wilils.
North Caroiina State Archives.

Hickery Daily Recerd, 12 July 1365.

Newtorn News—krterprise, i4 May 1879,

Newton Ubserver, 4 June 19854,

ar &

]

Palliser's Model Homes. Bridgeport, Conn.: Falliser, Palli

Co., "Architects, 1878.

Presiar, Charles Jefferson, ed. History of Catawba County.
Salisbury: Rowan Printing Company, 1854.

Ramsey, - Robert W. Carolina Cradle:

Carolina Frontier, 1747-1762.. Chapel Hi11: The University

of North Caroline Press, 1964.

Sherriil, Willdiam L. Annals of Linceln County, North Carolina.
Baitimore: Ragional Publishing Co., 1967 (originally pub-
Tished 1837).

United Sltates. N+inth through Twelfth Censuses, 1870-1900:

Agricultural and Population Schedules.
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- Section number Photos  paqe 1
T g of Catawba Cgunty, .N.C:ul.

1) Miles Alexander Sherrill House
2) Sherrills Ford vicinity, North Carolina
5) North Carolina Division of Awrchives and History, Raleigh, N.C.

A. 3) Laura Phillips
4) March 1983
6) House (A), west

w

3) Laura Phillips
4) March 1983
6) House, south

3) Laura Phillips »
4) March 1983
&) House, east

D. 3) Laura Phillips
4) HMaych 1983
5} House, east

Laurad Fhillips
4) March 1983
6) House interior, dining room

=
o

Laura Phillips
4) March 1983
6) House interior, living room

xj
oo
~

3) Laura Phillips
4j March 1983
6) House interior, master bedroom

Gy

H. 3) Laura Phillips
4) March 1983
6) House interior, parlor

3) Laura Phillips
4) March 1983
6) House interior, stair, newell post

NOTE: The photos used in this nomination were taken in March
1983. A1l rescurces have been thoroughly field checked by Barba-
ra Kooiman in 1989 and have been determined unchanged from their
appearance and condition portrayed in these pre-198¢ photos.



Miles Alexander Sherrill House, Catawba County, N.C.

©. Major Bibliographical References

See Continuation Sheet

. @See continuation sheet
Pravious documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested @State historic preservation office

Dpreviously listed in the National Register {_]Other State agency

Epreviously determined eligibie by the.National Register D Federal agency

Ddesigna(ed a National Historic Landmark DLocal government

[:l recorded by Historic American Buildings D University

. Survey # L ‘. [_Jother
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Record # o _

10. Geographical Data .
Acreage of propsmy ___ 4. 68 acres. _

UTM References

A7) B S e 0] 1394236079 Blo b Ll b v Lo e by !
Zone  Easting " Nortiing Zone  [Easting Northing
cloe ) Lo Lo v b b b by g o Ll b o b b g ]

DSee continuation sheet

\—/erbal Boundary Description.

All of lot 5 in bleck 5, on Sheet 3X-MC of Catawba County tax maps.

D‘See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

Historic site includes the lot currently associated with the property. The farm land
‘historically associated with thne house is no loanger part of the current house property.

[j See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Barbara Kooimar, compiler; Laura A. W, Phillips, description; Michael Hill, history
organization Catawba County Historical Association, Inc. date

street & number _ Rt. 1, Box 76 AB telephone _704/256-3040
Conover, state _N.C. zip code

city or town 28613 _
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