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This form is tor use -in nominating or r~uesting determinatioos ot eligibility for individu.a.l properti~ or districts. S&e instructions in Gufdelines 
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, ent8(" "N/A" tor "not applicable." For functions, st)1e$, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories aM subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sha-ets 
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries. 

1. Name of Property 
historic name Moore , Alexander Farm 
other names/site num,_be......_r _________________________ . _______ , _____ _ 

2. Location 
street & number end 0 f S R 2,_;:.. 6_4_6_(~C.....;1:;;....y'__d.....;e:.........:.R __ d.....;.~)_0_._5~m.;..;:i __ .~N_H:.........:.o...:.:f~j.....;c.....;t_._w....!.,/.....:.S_R_l_0_0.....;4..;::.LNY=-_rto_t_f_or---!..-pu_b_li_c_at_io_n __ _ 
city, town Catawba LXJ vicinity 

state North' Carolina code NC county Catawba code 035 zip code 28609 

~ private 
[J public-local 
[] public-State 
r--] pUblic-Federa! 

D building(s} 
m district 
Dsite 
D structure 
Dobject 

Name of related muitiple property ilsting: 
Historic & Architectur,al R'esources 
of Catawba county, North Carollna 

4. State/Federal Agency Certlflca.tion 

Contributing 
5 
1 

6 

within Property 

Noncontributing 
___ buildings 

sites 
_. __ structures 
____ ot)jects 

° Total 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register ___ Q __ _ 

r----~-'---~----- '--. I 

I
, As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. as amendoo, I hereby certify that this I 
~ nomination 0 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties ir! the ! 

I National Rister of Historic Places nd meets the procedural and professk>-nai requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. i 
I "the o~1 me ts D does not meet the National Registei criteria. 0 See continuation sheet. I 
, , '. 1:.b. 2-28-90 I 
I Signature of certifying o~clal"'" • -------- D;;;--------- I 
I __ .____ i 
Lstate 'or Federal agency and bureau ~ 

In my opinion, the property 0 meets D does not meet the National Regis1ercriteria. 0 Se-e continuation sheet. ,-I 
Signature of commenting or other oHicial 

L 
State or Fooerai agency and bureau 

5. 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

o entered in the National Register. 
D Sa-e continuation sheet. 

o determined eligible for the National 
Register. D S&e continuation sha-et. 

o determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

C] removed fron' the National Register. 
o other, (explain:) 

Date 

-------,-------------------<-----

Signature of tt-Ie K6tI?fI( Data of Ac~i:)(i 

I 
I 
I 
i 



CataHba N.C. 

Domestic: single dwelling 
Agriculture/Subsi~tence: storage 
Agriculture/Subsistence: animal facility 
Agriculture/Subsistence: processinb 
Agriculture/Subsistence: agricultural field 

7. Dea<:rlptlon 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Other: Vernacular late Federal 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Domestic: sinble dwe ing 
instructions) 

Agriculture/Subslstence: storage 
Agriculture/Subslstence: anlmal faclilty 
Agriculture/Subsistence: agriculture 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation ___ s_t_o_n;-;e~--;-__ .,-________ _ 
walls _____ \_v_e_a_t_h_e_r_b_o_a_r_c_j ________ _ 

metal roof ____________ ,-____________________ _ 

other _______ w~o~o-d __ ----------------­
stone. 

The Alexander Moore lFarmDl consi sts of IVloore T s 1843 frame 
farmhouse with its remaining nineteenth and twentieth century log 
and frame out"buildings. Currently owned by Alexander Moore's 
g reat-g reat-g randson , the pr'operty inc I udes a pproxi mate I y 27 
acres of what was" originally a tract of 320 acres. Located in a 
rural setting on the edge of the Catawba River/Lake Norman in 
eastern Catawba County, t hB A I exander Moore House i tse If is a 
typical mid-nineteenth century vernacular farmhouse. Although 
the house has been somewhat altered on both exterior and interi­
or, and although several of the early outbuildings have been 
lost t the property sti 11 presents a relativel}i coher'ent picture 
of a nineteenth century piedmont farmstead. 

"The Alexander ~!:w::n'e House C'A" on attached Sketch IYlap) is a 
two-story frame structure of vernacular design with minimal late 
Federal details. It features weatherboard siding, metal sheathed 
gable roof with overhanging boxed eaves, stone pier foundation 
infil-Ied with brlck, sing-Ie-shou-Idered r-Iemish bond brick chimney 
wit h II 'I 84 3 II ins c r -i p t ion and s ton e bas e I 0 cat e don the e a s ten d , 
and one-story frame rear ell which is a later nineteenth century 
addition. The three-bay-wide facade (south side) has a flush­
sheathed first story sheltered by a hip-roofed, screened porch 
with wood posts s~t on brick plinths. This full-length front 
porch is either a remodelled version of the original or is alto­
gether a repla'cement made early in the twent:ieth century. Whlle 
the facade (south side) now displays a symmetrical arrangement 
with center bay four-panel door flanked by six-over-six sash 
windows, and two six-aver-six windows on the second story, physi­
cal evidence indicates that the first story window to the west of 
the central door was once a door itself. One window on the east 
side of the house next to the chimney may retain its original 
appear-ance with four-over-six sash, but the other windows on east 
and west sides have twentieth century replacement four-aver-one 
or four-aver-two sash. All windows have plain surrounds. A rear 
shed room with replacement window adjoins the northwest corner of 
the house. 

"r he 0 n e - s tor y rea rei I pro j e c tin g fro m the nor the as t c; 0 r n e r 

[3 See continuation sheet 
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of the house has a central brick chimney and variety of windows t 
mostly with replacement sash. One nine-over-six sash window on 
the east side may be original. An exterior entrance to the 
cellar is found on the east Slde of the ell, and a partially en-
,closed porch runs along the west side t with two-panel door lead­
ing to the north room. 

The main body.of the Moore House features a two-room plan, 
although at one time a partition divided the west room, creating 
a t h r e e - roo rn pia n' . 'r was i x - pan e 1 do 0 r sst i I lie a d tot his roo m . 
Door casings in the Moore House are either plain or have a single 
face with beaded inner edgs" and molded backband. The interior 
walls of the Moore House are sheathed with vertical flush board­
ing, now concealed in most places by a fabric wall covering. The 
ceilings were also flush boarded, but have been covered with 
celotex panels. The floors are carpeted. The focal point of the 
fi rst story east room 'is ,the handsome mantle with paneled pi last­
ers and frieze with coved molding under the mantel shelf. In the 
northeast corner of this room an open stair with square newel, 
plain balusters and handrail with beaded edge leads to the second 
story. A fou~-panel door opens to a closet beneath the stairs. 
The second story is di vi ded into two rooms y;,li th a six-pane 1 door 
between. The east room has a small fireplace with paneled mantel 
related to, but more simple than, the downstairs mantel. Closets 
have been added to these rooms. The shed room on the northwest 
corner of the house has been converted to a bathroom, with a 
two - pan e 1 ' door 1 e ad i n g ,t 0 it. The sou t h roo m 0 f the ell, the 
dining room, retain~ a pilastered Greek Revival-inspired mantel, 
but the north ell room has been modernized as a kitchen and has 
had its fireplace enclosed. 

The Moore House faces south on a knoll surrounded by large 
trees. Behind the house on the north the land slopes downward to 
the Catawba River/Lake Norman. East and west of the house the 
land slopes down to small streams which empty into the river. 
Southwest of the house, opposite the front drive, -is a log waglOln1 
slhedi (8, contributing) with broad gable roof, dating fr"om the 
mid-nineteenth century. Unti 1 recentlYt a granary and tack house 
stood adjacent to the wagon shed. Behind the house to the north 
of the ell stands a log srvmolkehouse (C, contributing), also dating 
from the mid-nineteenth century, with front overhang to its 
gable roof. West of the smokehouse is the site of what is be­
lieved by the Moore family to have been Alexander Moore's first 
house, built circa 1831 and later used as a kitchen. This heavy 
timber ~rame, single pen structure with loft deterlorated and was 
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demolished in recent years. A rail fence separates the house lot 
from the barns to the west, on the next knoll beyond a stream. 
The southern-most of these two buildings is a large fraRe ~/r'1fl\ 

CD, contributing), dating from the turn of the century, with 
central passage and broad gable roof with slatted vents under the 
e a v e s . To·t he i m m e d i ate nor t his a -I og ba PO (E, con t rib uti n g ) t 

dating from the mid-nineteenth century. with gable overhang on 
the south side and frame addition on the ncrth side. Sheds run 
along the east and north sides of this barn. All of the log 
out bu i 1 di ngs di s·p 1 ay ha 1 f-doveta i 1 note hi ng. The accompanyi ng 
fa~~ acreage CF. contributing) of the Alexander Moore Farm con­
sists of horse pastures aroU0d the barns, a heavily overgrown and 
wooded area west of the barns, and small pastures, which lay 
fallow now, south of the house. The lake frontage along the 
north edge of the property creates a very picturesque setting. 



o nationally o statewide Gjlocally 

Applicable National Register Criteria Q9 A. 0 B Q9 C Do 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DAD B Dc DoD E 0 FOG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Agriculture 

Period of Significance 
1843-1939 

Cultural AHiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
Unknown 

Significant Dates 
l843 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Alexander '~ore Farl!l!Jl 1 s an 1 ntact n i neteent h centu ry 
farmstead which has remained in the Moore family for flve genera­
t -1 0 n s r spa n n -1 n g n ear 1 y ., 5 0 yea r s . I t -1 s I 0 cat e din e a s t ern 
Catawba County on the south bank of the Catawba River/Lake Nor­
m an. The far In s tea d con s 'i s t s 0 fan 'I 84 3 two - s tor y v e t~ n a cui a r 
late Federal style frame farmhouse, typical of the conservative 
plain houses of Catawba County during the antebellum period. 
Out b U lid i n 9 son the fa f' min c 'ud e a log s m 0 k e h 0 use, log wag 0 n 
shed, and a relatively large log barn, all which appear to be 
contemporary with the house, if not ear-,l-jer. A large frame barn 
of a late nineteenth/early twentieth century date also contrib­
utes to the farmstead. Alexander Moore was a successful antebel­
lum farmer, cultivating staples such as corn, wheat, hay and 
cotton, as. well as rye, oats, wool, peas, beans, Irish potatoes, 
sweet potatoes, butter, flax and honey. The farm, though now 
diminished from 350 to 27 acres, ~s related to the Historic 
Con t ext "A g ric u 1 t u r a 1 De v e -, 0 pm e n t -1 n C at a w b a Co un t y : 'I 8 2 0 - ., 9 3 9 . " 
The house and typical log and frame outbuildings meet the regis­
t rat lor, 1"1 e q u -1 rem e n t s for the i r"l ass 0 cia t ion w -1t h the Pro per t y 
Types "Houses of Catawba County: Antebe 11 um I II and II Rura I Out-
bU-11dings of Catawba County" under Criterion C. 

~ ~ continuation sheet 
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The Alexander Moore House is located at the eastern edge of 
Catawba County, near the river of the same name. A date on the 
chimney identifies the date of construction as 1843. The house 
was built by Alexander Moore and has remained in the Moore family 
until the present. 

Alexander Moore was born in 1793. Like many in the western 
piedmont he was of Scotch-Irish descent. He served in the War of 
1812 as a private in the sixth company of the First Lincoln 
reglment. After the war, "in 'l817, he marrled Anna Rhyne_ They ,-
had at least four childre~. Moore purchased 320 acres on the 
Cat a w b 3 R "i ve r for $ 3 , 0 0 0 i n 'I 8 3 'I and beg a n far rn i n 9 . 'T he fir s t 
house Moore built on the property was replaced by the 1843 house. 
The earlier house was used as a kitchen for many years, however, 
is no longer extant. 1 

Moore was not listed in the 1850 census. Ihe 1860 census 
is, the ref are , the fir s tin w hie h his far' mea n bee >< a rn i ned i n 
detail. During that year ~oore owned 320 acres, of which 150 
we r E: i rn pro v e d . IVlo 0 ret s I i v est a c k, -j n c 1 u din g 4 h 0 r s e s, 5 m u I e s , 
'lOrn l 1 k cow S T "4 at her cat tie, 2 6 she e p, and 4 0 s win e was val u e d 
at $869. He grew ',200 bushels of corn, 358 bushels of wheat, 
1,200 pounds of cotton, and two tons of hay. The Moore farm also 
produced rye, oats, wool, peas and beans. Irish potatoes, sweet 
po~atoes, " butter, flax, and honey. 80th Dan"iel and Jacob Moore 
rem a "i ned on t he far mt a he -I p t he"i r fa ,t he r, who '/Ii a s 6 8 i n "I 8 6 0 . 
Moore owned 14 slaves_ His real estate was valued at $2,500 and 
hoi s persona I estate at $ '14 , 450 . "The va r i ety and scope of the 
Moore farm indicates the self sufficient nature of antebellum 
Catawba County farm life. 2 

The Civil War and its aftermath left many Catawba County 
far m sin bad s hap e . T r. e IVI a are ,f arm a p pea red tow eat her the s tor m 
better than most. The 1870 census lists the value of Moore's 120 

. a c res a t $ 3 , 0 0 0 u p $ 5 0 0 fro m 'I 8 6 0 . His per' son a lest ate was 
diminished to $400, reflecting the loss of slaves. Livestock was 
valued at $4UU and production of corn, wheat, potatoes and other 
.staples was down. Alexander Moore, at age 77, was still head of 
a household that included his wife Anna, his son Daniel, daugh­
ters Mary and Eliza and one farm laborer. 3 By 1880 both Alexan­
der and Anna Moore were invalid and the farm was under the direc­
tion of Uanlel Moore, who had 190 acres under cu-!t-ivatlon. I-he 
real estate was valued at $4,000 and livestock at S4UU, The farm 
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produced 800 bushels of corn and 1,350 pounds of cotton. 4 

Dan i e 1 ;v, 00 rei n her i ted the h 0 use and I and u po n his fat her 7 s 
. d eat h i n 1 8 8 5 . 5 H e con tin u edt 0 far rn _ T a x lis t s for the -I 8 90s 

show that he owned 170 acres, valued at $1,200. Moore never 
married. His sisters Mary and Eliza also never married and 
continued to live in the Moore House. Daniel Moore died in 1915. 
He left the house and farm to his nephew Robert Gorden Moore, the 
son of Jacob an~ Emma Jones Moore w~o also owned a farm in the 
area. 6 

Robert Gordon Moore (18~9-1957) also remained a farmer. 
own e d '! 5 0 :3 C t~ e s val u e ri a t $ 1 T '( 2 S l n 'I 9 " 5 r $ 4 ,OS 0 i n 'I 9 3 5 I 

$ 3 , 1 0 0 i Tl 1 9 4. 5 . !Vi 0 0 r' e and h ., S 1,Aj 1 fe, the for' rll e r' ,4. 1 d a S t i i e s 
f -j ve chi -, d i' en. jvl r· s. IVI 0 0 red i e d -; n 1 9 5 5 and her h usb (3 n din 

He 
and 
tlad 

i95'/. 
The house 5nd property were willed to their son Rebert Gordon 
IVI 0 0 t"' e, ,) r" • The h (:H..J S i3 ~ S pre sen t -:)1 () ',"'; :-1 e dan din it a b ~ ted b y ~~ 0 b P. r t 

- , 7 Gordon 1'/';aor"'8 lIl, who cont"inuf-:3s !~g0t tarmlng,' 

The b u -; '-'t a (- k 0 i Cat a vo) b a (; 0 u n tv: 5 e c l) r: 0 rn:Y1 --j n 
c en t u r y wa 5::: r, e s e -I f s u f -;: ~ c .~ e;,,: t f a rn ~ 1 '::-' fa r\ rn . The fl-', 0 Q r' :3 f:: r In' i s 
highly representative of this trend. The contlnuous ownership of 
the farm by the Moore family for nearly 150 years makes this an 
unusually good example of the type. 
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fOOTNOTES 

1William 
'The Observer 

L. She r· r ill, 8nn.9.J.~ 9..f. Jj.D",~.g.I.Q. .g.9..~'!'~"s..Y..... ( C h a rio t t e : 
P r i nt i n 9 House T Inc., 1 9 3 .., ), '"1 '7 ; Lin col n COunty 

/VI a r ria 9 e 8 0 n d s ; Lincoln County Deed 800k 34, p. 386. 

2Eighth Census. of the United States, '1860, Catawba County, 
~~ 0 r t h Car 0 1 ina, A 9 r' i c u 1 t u r a I S c he d u Ie, Pop u I a t ion S c he d u Ie, S I a ve 
Schedule. 

3 N "i nth C ens u S 0 f t: he Ltn i t e G S tat e s, '! 8 'l 0 , Cat a \'>/ b a Co LJ n t y t 

Ncrth Caroll~la, Agricultural Schedule, Popu-Iation Schecl'-.lle. 

4 T 8 nth c~ ens u S 0 ft.: h (? U nit e d S t: a t·(--] s, ': 8 8 C , 

t; 1_, a t I~ 1.; bee c u n t ':/ r' ,=-l x ::) c r 0 1 : S, 'I 8 9 'j - '! 8 0 3 , "j ~~ ~J S ; T vlJ e i 1-: t rr 

(; e r) SUS 0 f t: h (3 U 1"0 "It e d S t -:1 t e 5, 1 ~I 0 G, Cat c.n.l} b a Co U n t y, t.J 0 r the a r 0 I -, -
no; C c3 t a i), t. a C c) u n t Y' V'J ill 8 00 k 4, p. "I 4 4 . 

7lj .. -L.g.r.s.QE:.Y :Q"~jJ . .Y .8..E?g.9.C.~, Aug u s t 2 8 T 'I 9 5 '1 ; 
S c r 0 1 -I s , 1 9 1 ::;, 1 9 3 5 I 'I 9 4- 5 . T a x R e cor d s for' 
ab! e for lViC)ore; Catawba County Will 800k 8 I 

Catawba 
': 925 are 
p. '! 43. 

County lax 
not avaii-
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8 I B L I 0 t~ RAP H Y 

Catawba County Records. Tax Scrolls. Will Books. Microfilm 
copies. Raleigh: Oivision of A~chives and History_ 

A.ugust 28, "1957. 

Lin col nCo u n t v R e co:' d s _ Dee d 8 00 k S T lY1 a J"" r' i age 8 0 n d s . M -; c r 0 f i ~ m 
copies. Raleigh: Oivisicn of Archives and History. 

She r rill; ltV i 11 i am l_. ~:.r::r~,?J,,~ .. qf. .L:-:.~.r~.g,g}r~ .~~.(;!.\J~.'::._~'y. l, ha r' i ot t e : 
U r-:; S 8 r v e r~ P r"' .; i-, -:,- -i il';; H 0 use I 1. n C . T -I 9:3 7 " 

'," f.-1.18 

LI ;'"! "] ted ::.3 tat esC E: r: s '...1 s U f ~: -j C >2 . E -j (J h t t"l C f~ n s tJ s () f i~ h sUn 1 .J;;- e c :::; t :3 t e S I 

C' a ~ a !,I~ .b a C (., '-! i") t::., , Nor the a " D 1 ina 1 ;:... t;J r"' "] cui 1':' U !"' a IS c. h e d L~ 1 e , 
Pop IJ 1 a t i () t-·, ~,c i") e d L "! e I ::3 1 (3 v 2: S c he d ~1 I E' ; N 1 nth C en :-;; U ::::; 0 f the 

,L\g r-' -; 1-
c u ! t u r a i S Co h =::> d !...; -: ;3 I PC) P U "1 a tic) II S c he d i..; 1 e ; Ten t..: h C G n s u :.J Ll f t h 2 

U n -; ~c e d S tat: e s > ! :3 8 0, Cat a v·) b 3 Co U Ii t y, Nor' t Ii '~>3;" r.~ ! -; n C~ . ,LI, 9 r -; -
cultural Sched~le, Population Schedule; Twe~fth Cens~s of 
the Un i ted S tat e s, 'I 9 0 0 I (:: a taw b a Co U n ~ ~I , Nor the a r 0 I 1 n a . 
Mlcrofilm copies. Raleigh: Division of Archives and Histo-



Section number ~~ .... Alexander Moore Farm, Catawba County, NC 

The following applies to all photographs: 

1) Alexander Moore Farm 
2) Catawba vicinity, North Carolina 
5) North Carolina Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, NC 

A. 3) Randall Page 
4) Harch 1982 
5) House, northwest 

B. 3) Randall Page 
4) March 1982 
6) House, northeast 

C. 3) Randall Page 
4) Harch 1982 
6) House, south-southeast 

D. 3) F. Bogue Wallin 
4) June 1979 
6) House interior, downstairs mantel 

E. 3) Laura Phillips 
4) Harch 1983 
6) House interior, downstairs doors 

F. 3) Laura Phillips 
4) Harch 1983 
6) Smokehouse (C) , east 

G. 3) F. Bogue Wallin 
4) June 1979 
6) Barns CD, E), northwest 

H. 3) F. Bogue Wallin 
4) June 1979 
6) Wagon shed (B) , south 

NOTE: Some of the photos in this nomination were taken as early as June 1979. All 
resources have been thoroughly field checked by Barbara Kooiman in 1989 and have been 
determined to be unchanged from their appearance and condition portrayed in photos 
taken prior to 1989. 
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See Continuation Sheet 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 

D previously listed in the National Register o previously determined eligible by the ~~ati0nal Register 

D designated a National Historic Landmark 

D recorded by Historic American Buildings 
Survey # . ____ . __ _ 

[] recorded by Histcric American EngineBring 
Record # ______________ --: ______ . ____ . _____ _ 

UTM RQfersllces 
A L 1 .' : l Ii J!: 9 i 9 ! 1 CJ: -1-_.,._ _ __ . __ l_.J 

Zone Eastin~J 

CU' Ls.L0_,_O! 0 i 0 ! 0 ) 

Verbal Boundar" Description . 

LfJ See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[];] State historic preservation office 

o Other State agency 

D Federai agency 
[J Local government 

o University 

o Other 
Spocify repository: 

._-------_._---

is (J ,0 :1 ,~ I~J. 
Easting 

14 1
9 

1
9 17 19 /; ! 

o See continuation sheet 

The boundaries of -the Alexander Hoare Farm encompass all of Bloclz 2) Lot 2 all Cata'\.;-b2_ County 
Tax Map 13-Y, excluding approximately 5 acres at the west end of the property des2ribed as 
follows: Beginnj.ng at a point at the northwest corner of Lot 2, go 300 feet norcheast along 
the li~e; then go 800 feet south to the south line of Lot 2; then go 30G feet west along the 
line to the southwest cbrner of Lot 2; then, 
to the point of beginning. 

following the property line) go 650 feet north 

[.J See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justificaticn 

Entire rem~jning parcel historically associatEd with property, excluding a five (5) 
acre section on the west sid~ of the property which contains a group of noncontributing 
buildings screened from the rest of the property by heavy foliage. 

[J See continuation sh~t 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title B~ rb ar a Kee i ITlan, 

C3. tah'ba COUll. ty 
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His t01.ica 1 . .'..5 sn.) I:1c. date ;' /31/89 ________________ _ organization 

st root & numbdr _-=--E_t_,_1_,=--_B_o_x_/_6_A_B ___________ _ 
Conover city or tOVin _______________ _ 

! e I e ph 0 n e 7 0 if I =-2 .::..5..::..;~_-_=3....:0=_4~' O=--._~~.....,_,,__-
1\.C. . ad L81.:;lj ____________ state _______________ lip C e ___ -
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