














Ceorge Huffman Farm, Catawba County, N.C.

&. Statement of Significance
Cerlifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other propertiss:

(] nationally [ Istatewide locally
Applicable National Register Criteria A [:] B C {:] D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) D A [:] B D C D D D E [:] F l_—_] G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture ca. 1810-1891 ca. 1810
Agriculture

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Summary

The George Huffman Farm, located in a densely developed suburban
area between Newton-Conover and Hickory, consists of an important
Federal style two-story frame house built circa 1810, @ several
outbuildings, the Huffman Family cemetery dating from the mid-
nineteenth century, and the remaining seventeen acres of land
associated with the once-large farm. The house and cemetery are
significant under Criterion C, in association with the Property Types
"Houses of Catawba County: Antebellum" and "Cemeteries" because of
the fine vernacular craftsmanship evident in the construction of the
house and in the design of the gravestones. The farm is understood in
the Historic Context "Agriculture in Catawba County, 1820-1939."
Established by prosperous farmer, wagonmaker and cooper George
Huffman, and farmed by his son-in-law William Punch later in the
nineteenth century, the farm now lies fallow with most of the acreage
wooded and heavily overgrown, vet the acreage continues to provide an
appropriate setting for the built resources.

@See continuation sheet
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The George Hufftman House, constructed ca. 1810, is a two-
story, hall-and-parior plan dweliling with intact Federal detzils.
Adthough simply ftinished with pine-sheathed interiors, the House
was a Tine structure Tor the western piedmont in the early nine-

teenth century. Local tradition claims that the house was the
first frame house built +in the section of northern Lincoln which
was Tormed fdnto Catawbs County in 1842. The builider ot the
house, George Huffman, wes a prosperous farmer, wagonmaker, and
militia captain. Hutffman's family sold the house in 1891, and
from 1892 until recently 1t was the property of the Herman ~ami-
Ty . Except for the some early twentieth century alterations. the
house remains fintact and =n good condition. The house stands 1in

a rural setting between the towns of Hickory and Newton-Concwer.

The house was builit Ly George Huffman sometime between 1807
and 1815; during these years Huffman acquired the 415 acres ~hich
formed his home plantathon. ! Huffman, the son of HBalt-azar
Hutfman (1741-1798) and Catherine Wagoner Huffman, was bor-  in
Lincoln  County in 17807 Im 1801 he married Catherine Hou=< or
Hook (19778-1862), and <y 1810 they were the parents of five
children; the Huffmans evantually had five sons and fTive dzugh-
ters. ¥

Huf fman was evidently & respected citizen of his commonity
as he was elected captain of the Eighth Company detached fre= the
Second Lincoln Regiment at the out-break of the War of HER
Only a small number of North Carolina troops saw active sgserviace
in the war, and the detaiis of Huffman's wartime experiences are
unknown .

At the time of the 1820 census Hufiman headed a tw=slive-—
member household and ownec one Temale slave. In 1830 he was the
head of an eight-member household with one female slave. &y the

time of the 1840 census Huffman's household consisted of anly
Y

four persons but his siaves had increased to four in  numocep . >
Two members of the household were engaged in farming and ons  in
manufacturing; the Jatter person was probably Huffman hi-self
working as a wagonmaker and cooper. Huffman was probably aszsist-
ed in his work by his sons, Langdon (b. 1822), a wagonmaker, and
George (b. 1812), a blacksmith.® The 1840 Lincoln County tax

Tist recorded the value of Huffman's 4l15-acre farm as $1,04E% and

, ~ - N e
his payment of taxes on three sjaves and a stud horse.’
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Huffman died on December 9, 1848 and was buried in  the

family cemetery a few hundred yvards from his house.® Huffman's
will, prepared dn 1847, fdndicates that he died 1in prosperous
‘circumstances.® He divided the bulk of his real estate among his
nine surviving children. To his wife, Huffman gave Tor her
Tifetime the house and outbuiidings, except the threshing machine
house and ninety—-eight acres. He also provided her with food
staples, farm crops,. lTivestock, farm tools, $100 in cash, slaves
Mat and Eve, three beds, a desk, a table, six chairs, and  all
kitchen fTurniture as well as his caricle and horse. Other house-—

hold furnishings were sold at Huffman's estate sale and 1included
three beds, two candlestands, two chests, a table, a half-round

table, a clock, a corner cupboard, a looking glass, six chairs,
and a small Tibrary of sixteen books among which were two medical
books, a geography book, a Taw book, and a dictionary. 10 Other
items sold at the estate sale were many fTarming tools, four
horses a bull, a threshing machine, a windmill, and slaves
Sguires  and Judith. Huffman's work as a wagonmaker and cooper

was  reflected in the extensive number of woodworking toals and
materials sold, such az coopers tools, blacksmiths tools, turning
tools, several work benches, wagon wood, patterns, spokes,
pnlanks, twenty—-three hogsheads and wagon and tent cloth. The
sale netted the estate $1,329. Huffman probably served s a
Tocal banker as many findividuals owed him a total of $3879 ‘
notes with interest due. Judging from his will and estate
Huffman must have enjoved a certain amount of financial su
from his Tarming and manufacturing endeavors.
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utfman’s widow continued to Tive +in the house until her
death +in 1862. The census of 1850 recorded that her household
consisted of herself and seven slaves. Her ninety-eight acre
farm Was valued at $450 with only forty acres cultivated, produc-
aiale! 300 bushels of corn, T0 bushels of oats, and 30 bushels of
wheat. 1l Livestock on the Tarm included a horse, = cow, a sheep,
and eight pigs. Ten vears later only two slaves remained 1in Mrs.
Huffman's household and the value of her farm had dncreased by
only $50 while fTarm production remained at 1850 Tevels.!? Mrs .
Huffman died on July 23, 1862 and was buried beside her husband
in  the fTamily cemetery near the house. 3 Her =state sale of
personal property netted $575 while notes due her estate totaled
another $114 .14

The Hddentity of the owners and occupants of the Huffman
House dmmediately after Mrs. Huffman's death 4is  unknown. When
Mirs . Huffman's sons and administrators, George and Elijah Huff-
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man, Tiled their accounts with the county court in October of
1862, they also reported their final account as the executors of
their father's estate which then consisted only of the house and
ninety-eight acres. The Huffman brothers reported the sale of
their father’'s property in August of 1862 for $3,000; the high
price probably refliected wartime inflation.!'® However, no deed
has been Tocated for the sale of the house until 1891 when the
heirs of William Punch, son-in-law of George and Susannah Huff-
man, sold the house and seven acres of Tand. Punch (1819=-1873),
married to Amy Huffman, was probably the 1862 purchaser of the
house. In the 1870 census he was Tlisted as a farmer with person-—
al property worth $300. % His 159-acre farm, with 120 dimproved
acres, was valded at $800 and produced 160 bushels of oats, 150
bushels of corn, 75 bushels of wheat, and 37 bushels of rye; s
Tivestock consisted of a horse, 3 cows, 7 sheep, and =8 swine .
Funch died 1in 1873 and his Tand was divided among his widow,
children, and grandchiidren, but the details of the division are
unknown. ' 1n July of 1881 J. L. Punch sold the house with seven
acres for $100 to J. R. Gaither who sold the property six months
Tater for $75.008 to Milton L. Herman whose descendants owned the
house until recently. '8

Milton lLatayette Herman (ga. 1871/74-1950) was a member of a
family Jong-settled in Lincoln and Catawba counties. At the time
of the 13800 census he was Tiving in the house with his wife Ida
and children Lillie and Vernon.l? The census noted that Herman was

& Tarmer bhut that he rented hig farm. By 1915, however, Herman
had acquired & thirty-three acre Tarm near his house tract .20 The
1915 county tex Tist recorded the value of the seven-acre house
site at $69.00. Changes to the house during Herman’'s occupancy
ircTuded the stair and the addition of brackets to the gable
eaves when the roof wss extended 2! When Herman purchased the
house it was =xnown as the "Red House" because of 1dts raddish-

brown color, bhut the Herman Tamily has painted the house white 22
MiTton Herman died +in 1350 aftter Tiving in the house for Torty-
eight vears.23 The house was inherited by his son Wortha Herman
who continued to own the house unti]l recentliy. Ihe seven acre
house Tot was at some undagetermined date reunited with some of the
original George Huffman tarm, creating the remaining 17.4 acreas.
The house and remaining ftTarm s currently owned by Classic Leath-
er, Inc., & lTeather uphcistery company. The company owners keeaep
the house grodnds mowed and plan to continue to preserve the
house and cemeteary.
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FOOTNOTES

IMartin Huffman to George Huffman, 27 September 1807, Lin-
coln County Deeds, Book 23, p. 268, microfiim copy, Archives,
Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, hereinafter cited as
Lincoln County Deeds and as Archives: John Bowman to George
Huffman, 28 September 1815, Lincoln County Deeds, Book 27, D .
395 . Between 1819 and 1824 Huffman purchased another 258 acres
which he Tater deeded to his children, see Lincolin County Ueeds,
Book 29, p. 4860; Book 30, pp. 650, 682; Book 31, p. dad.

2Max  E1lis Hotfman,

vilile, N. C.: ereinat-
ter cited as Hoffman, Hoffmans of North Carolina. Laban Miles

Hoffman in Our Kin (N.p.: Laban Miles Hoffman, 1815, reprint.

Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 19868), 15, states
that the name was spellied both as Hoffman and Huffman, but always

u i -

=}
pronounced as 1T speliled with the letter "u. George Huifman
signed his will as Huffman.

Jlincoln  County Marriage Bond, microfiche copy, Archives;
Third Census of the United States, 1810: Lincoln County, North
Carolina, 4%, microfilim copy, Archives; see Hottman, Hof fmans
of North Carolina, 50-58, for Huftman® children.

r Rolls

1814  (Raleigh: Ch. C. Raboteau, 185

1. Reprinted in
Salem: Barber Printing Company, I[nc. 1926), 54.

SkEourth Census of the Untited States, 1820: Lincoln County,
North Carolina, 406; Fifth Census of the United States, 1830:
Lincoln County, North Carolina, 243; Sixth Census of the United
States, 1840 Lincoln County, North Carolina, 40, microtilm
copies, Archives.

bsaventh Census of the United States, 1850: Catawba County,
population schedule, 327, 345, microfilm copy, Archives, herein-
atter cited as 1850 census.

TCatawba County Tist of Taxables, Captain Hermen's Company,
1840, Archives.

Clhaily Catawba Mews-bEnterprise (Newton), 27 Uctober 1954.
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Swi11  of George Huffman, 13 March 1847, probated December
1848, Catawba County Wills, Book 1, p. 69, microfilm copy, Ar—
chives, hereinaftter cited as Catawba County Wills.

10catawba County Etstates Papers, fTolder fTor George Huffman,
Srr., Archives.

11850 Census, Catawba County, population =s=chedule, 132;
Agricultural schedule, 253, Slave schedulie, 205, manuscript
copy, Archives.

72Eighth Census of the United States, 1880: Catawba County,
North Carolina, population schedule, 41; sitave schedule, 432 ;
agricultural schedulse, n.p., manuscript copy, Archives.

Tcatawba County Inventories and Accounts of Sale, 18671
1868, p. 17, Archives.
15Catawba County Inventories and Accounts of Sale, p. 17,

Archives.

16 inth Census of the United Statas, 1870: Catawba County,
North Carolina, population schedule, 623, microfilim copy; agri-
cultural schedule, 1, Newton Township, manuscript copy, Archives.

T L. Herman was appointed Punch's administrator +in  Au-

gust, 1873, Catawba County Cross Index to Executors and Adminis-
trators, 1843-1927, Archives.

1850 J. L. Punch et &l to A. ™M. Punch, 31 October 1884,
Catawba County Deeds, Book 25, p. 139; A. ™. Punch et a1 to J.
L. Punch, 1 December 188%, Book 29, p. 223; J. L. Punch to J. K.
Gaither, 20 July 1891, Book 41, p. 360; J. R. Gaither to M. L.
Herman, 19 Jdanuary, 1892, Book 43, b. 1386, microfiim copies,

Archives.

19Twelfth Census of the United States, 1800: Catawba Coun-
ty, North Carolina, 188, microfilm copy, Archives.

2UCatawba  County Tax List, 1915, Conover Township, o . 18,
microfilm copy, Archives.
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QQDaﬁlx Catawbha News—-Enterprise (Newton), 27 October 1954.

23§17 of Milton L. Herman, 29 October 1948, Catawba County
WiTlls, Book 7, p. 62, microfilm copy, Archives; Herman died 5
January 1950, see Catawba County Index to Vital Statistics,
microfiim copy, Archives.
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Taxables, 1815 Tax List, Estates Papers, Inventories and
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Executors and Administrators), Archives, Division of Ap -
chives and History, Raledigh.

Daily Catawba News—Enterprise (Newton), 27 October 1854.

Eighth Census of the United States, 1860: Catawba County, North
Caroiina, manuscript copy, Archives, Division of Archives
and History, Raledigh.

Fifth Census of the United States, 1830: Lincoln County, North
Carolina, microfilm copy, Archives, Division of Archives and
History, Raledigh.

Fourth Census of the United States, 1820: Lincoln County, North
Carolina, microfilm copy, Archives, Uivision of Archives and
History, Raleigh.

Haywood, Robert W. Muster Rolls of the Soldiers of the War of
1812, Uetached from the Militia of North Carolina, in. 1812
and Raleigh Ch. C. Raboteau, 1851. Reprint. WAn-
ston-Salem: Barber Printing Company, [nc. 1826.

Hickory baily Record, 5 September 1930.

Hoffman, Laban Miles. Cur Kin. N.p.: Laban Miles HofTman,

1915, Reprint. Baitimore: Ganealogical Fublishing Compa-
ny, 1868.
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Hoffman, Max Eilis. The Hoffmans of North Carglina. Asheville:

Lincoln County Records (Subgroups: Deeds, Marriage Bonds,
WiTlls), Archives, Division of Archives and History, Ra-
Teigh.

M4inth Census of the.United States, 1870: Catawba County, North

Carolina, microfilm and manuscript copies, Archives, Divi
sion of Archives and History, Raleigh.

Seventh Census of the United States, 1850: Catawba County, North
Carolina, manuscript copy, Archives, Division of Archives
and History, Raledigh.

Sixth Census of the United States, 1840 : Lincolin County, North
Carolina, microfilm copy, Archives, Division of Archives and
History, Raleigh.

Third Census of the United States, 1810: Lincoln County, North
Carolina, microfilm copy, Archives, Division of Archives and
History, Raleigh.

Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900: Catawba County, North
Garolina, microfilm copy, Archives, Division of Archives and
History, Raleigh.
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See Continuation Sheet.

See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dprefiminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested E]State historic preservation office
] previously listed in the National Register [_lOther State agency
D previously determined eligible by the National Register D Federal agency
[:]designate»d a National Historic Landmark DLocal government
D recorded by Historic American Buildings ] University
Survey # DOther
[:]reoorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geoaraphical Data
Acreage of property 17.4 acres

UTM References

AlLL 7 |4]7,6]18,6,0] 13,9]5,2]1,2,0] Bl L7 47,7150 [395119,8. 0
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
clbh (47, 7(r40) 3915118,20] oL/ (47069009 [379516 6 0

D See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at the west corner of property on Catawba County Tax Map 52-N, Block 1, Lot 2,
where west corner meets Tate Blvd.; follow property line northeast 331 feet along

Tate Blvd.; continue to follow property line east 644 feet; then turn south, follow
property line 557 feet; then turn southwest, go 700 feet; then turn southeast, go 200 feet;
then turn southwest, go 80 feet; then turn north-

west, go 1240 feet to beginning. []see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
Entire parcel remaining historically associated with the historic complex and cemetery.

D See continuation sheet

i1. Form Prepared By _
name/title _Barbara Kooiman, compiler; Laura A.W. Phillips, description;
organization __Catawba County Historical Assn., Inc. date //28/89
street & number _Rt. 1, Box 76 AB telephong __/0%4/256-3040

city or town Conover state __ """ zip code

Marshall Bullock, history
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The following applies to all photographs:

1) George Huffman Farm
2) Conover, North Carolina
5) North Carolina Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, NC

A. 3) Barbara Kooiman
4) June 1989
6) House, north

B. 3) F. Bogue Wallin
4) October 1979
6) House and shed (B), west

C. 3) Randall Page
4) March 1982
6) House, shed (B, left) and pumphouse (C), south

D. .3) Randall Page
4) March 1982
'6) House interior, first story west room mantel

E. 3) Laura Phillips
4) March 1983
6) House interior, doors

F. 3) Laura Phillips
4) March 1983
6) Cemetery, northwest

NOTE: The photographs used in this nomination were taken in 1979, 1982, 1983 and 1989.
All resources have been thoroughly field checked by Barbara Kooiman in 1989 and have
been determined to be unchanged from their appearance and condition portrayed in
photographs taken prior to 1989.
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