
I-<PS Fen" -0-.00 
IF ..... !h)Il) 

~.,*,.1~1!J 

This forrn is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual p:cpen!es ur districts. See instructions in GukJ.e.!ines 
for Completing NBtion.ai Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each iter., by rnar"'il1g "x" in tho appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. It an item does not apply to the property being cocume-;1ted, bnlsr IONIA" for "not apylicabla." For 'unctions, styles, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in th·C! instructions. For additional space use continuation she-ets 
(Form 10-900a). Type a" entries. 

historic name 
other names/site number Foil) John A., House 

2. Location 
street & number 406 S. ----- ~1ain Avenue _______ fL'.A n(?.!J.?~L;hl1?atic_n ___ _ 

... ________ . tUlVicinity cit'I, town Newt on 
state North Carolina code NC county Ca tawba. code 035 ZiP codtJ 28658 

Ownership of Property 

C'E] pr:vRte 

o public-local 
r--, 
LJ public-State 
[J public-Federal 

Category of Property 

~ building(s) 

D district 

Dsite 

D structure 

LJ objact 

Name of I'elB.ted mul:ipld P~0~'{Hty listing: 
Hi3~oric & Architec~ural Resources of 
\..2.t?.i-Jb2. L.olJnty, Nort:! '" . .aroIlna 

Number of Resources within Pa'Operty 

Cor; triDU ti:1g 

___ -_1 __ 

Ncr.c;cntrit,ut:ng 
____ blJildings 
____ sites 

__ . ___ structuras 
___ objects 

_._-fL- Total 

Number ot contributing rGS')UrC8S· previously 
iistr,d in the Nationcl rlSgiSt8( _.....::0::..--__ _ 

4. S~at~/Fedrt;ral Aoerli:v C;;rti1kaHl')n------------~--- ----------------
_~_ .. ______ . ____ Jiitl._~_. __ . ______ ~ ____ ... ___ _ 

I 
I 
I 

I 

A~ the dasignate-d autr,ority :jnder the National Historic Pmserv5tl<.m Act of 1966, as amended, ! hereby certify tilu1 tt-ais 
~ nomination 0 request for determinRtlon of eligibility meets the documentation standards for regis~ering prop9rties in th8 

National Regis er of Histo . . sand' eets the procedural and protessional ~e-:juir&ments sst forth in 36 erR Par. SO. 

e Dr. rty ~ets does not meet the National Register criteria. LJ Sw continuation shoot. I 
i , _ 5-25_:i.Q __ 

I 

---~ 
I Date 
i 
L Stale or Feesm! agenc_y_a_~_'d_bu_i_s_a._u ___ . _________ _ 

I In my opinion, th~ propBrty D meets 0 does not meet the National Regis'ter' crit~ria. D8M continlJfltion sheet 

I Signal,,,. of com..-.<>nling or other official 

1-' L. Stato Dr Federal agency and_b_u_rs_a_u __________ _ 

5. Nation!:ll Park Service Certification -----------------------------------I, heieby, certify that this property is: 

[J entsied in the National Register. 

[J Set! coniinuatton shoot. 

D determined eligible for the National 

Register. D ~ continuation she-et. 

o determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

o removed frorn the National Register. 
o other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Kee~r 

Oate 

Date of Activn 

I 
I 



Foil-Cline House, Catawba County, N.C. 

instructions) 

Architectural ClclSS:lflc,atlcm from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Italianate 
foundation ___ b_r_i_c_k_~ __________ _ 
walls _____ w_e_a_t_h_e_r_b_o_a_r_d ________ _ 

roof __________ ~ __________________________ __ 
other ___________________________________ ___ 

Describe present and historic nn\,/C!il'ol appearance. 

The Foil-Cline House in Newton is a two-story frame house 
built in 1883 for John A. Foil. It is one of the best surviving 
examples of the Italianate style in Catawba County. The house 
has been left basically unaltered since the 1880s and retains its 
architectural integrity. 

The Foil-Cline House is located on the southwest corner of 
South Main Avenue and East ~ Street in the shady residential area 
south of the commercial center of Newton. It is surrounded by 
smaller houses, rn a s t 1 y d a tin g fro mt hem i d - n i net e e nth century. 
The Foil-Cline House is situated on a large lot with lush vegeta­
tion. A former path leading from the street corner to the north­
east corner of the house is bordered by boxwoods. The house 
itself is surrounded by small boxwood and azalea bushes. The 
large yard surrounding the house is filled with randomly planted 
tree::;, including oak, fir, pine, crepe myrtle, pecan, fig, and 
w"i 110\1.) trees. 

The Foil-Cline House has an irregular configuration, charac­
terized by projecting and receding planes. The house has a brick 
foundation and weatherboard siding which is terminated at each 
corner by a simple classical pilaster. The multi-gabled roof has 
a widely overhanging boxed and molded cornice supported by thick 
curvilinear brackets set against a wide frieze board. The east, 
north and south gables are each decorated by a bargeboard with 
pierced design and a kingpost with spade-shaped bottom and 
pierced spear-shaped top which projects upward beyond the ridge 
of the roof. There are two interior brick chimneys. The Foil­
Cline House has symmetrically arranged four-over-four sash Wln­
dows which are unusually ta", running nearly from Tloor to 
ceiling in the various rooms. The windows have a two-part molded 
casing with a projecting shelf lintel supported by three small 
modillions. One-story bay windows are found on the east and 
nor t h sid e s 0 f the h 0 use . "r hey con tin u e the use 0 f the wid e 
baseboBr-"d which wraps around the rest of the house, and have a 
four-aver-four sash main window with the more narrow side windows 
composed of a vertical row of four panes. Like the main roof of 
the house, the roof of each bay window has a widely overhanging 

o See continuation sheet 
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boxed and molded cornice supported by brackets identical to those 
of the main roof. 

The front porch of the Foil-Cline House extends across the 
north two bays of the east facade. It continues and emphasizes 
the ltalianate character of the house by its use of overhanging 
bracketed eaves, unusual paneled posts with angular V-shaped 
panels, and sawnwork brackets. 

The front (e~st) entrance continues the use of the angular V 
and diamond-shaped panels in its surround. Above the door are 
two sets of panels, separated by thick, curvilinear brackets, 
creating an elaborate cornice. This use of the decorative pan­
eled surround instead of the more typical sidelights and transom 
is particularly interesting. The door itself is double-leafed, 
with square glass panels at the top, round-arched glass panels in 
thE~ center, and wooden" panels at the bottom. 

On the north side of the house a porch shelters the west two 
bays. It is very similar to the front porch, but is smaller and 
slightly more simple. It has been somewhat altered and is cur­
r en t 1 'yl 1 a c k s a floor. "'I" hen 0 r t h sid e en t ran c e has are p 1 ace men t 
door and a three-light transom. 

The rear of the house has a one-story section in the south­
west corner which serves as the kitchen. It has the same four­
over-four sash windows with modillioned lintels as found on the 
rest of the house as well as a latticework porch on the east 
side. West of the one-story kitchen is a small enclosed porch 
with shed roof and German siding. There are two entrances to the 
cellar on the west side and on the southwest corner of the 
house. 

The interior of the Foil-Cline House has a center 
surrounded by an irregular arrangement of rooms: one room on 
north, two rooms on the south, and several rooms on the 
(rear). Features common to"the interior in general are 
board floors, plastered walls and ceilings, wide baseboards 
either a beaded or a molded upper edge, four-panel doors, 
two-part door and window casings. 

"'I" he h 0 use boa s t s two s t air s - - a for mal fro n t s t air i n 
center hall and a more simple, though nicely detailed, rear 
in the northwest room of the house. The front stair, which 
from east to west along the north wall of the hall, has a 

hall 
the 

west 
wide 
with 

and 

the 
stair 
rises 
heavy 
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turned newel, a molded hand rail, turned balusters, and an open­
string with simple curvilinear brackets. This stair turns grace­
fully at a landing before proceeding onward to the second Tloor. 
The rear stair rises from north to south along the east wall of 
the northwest room. Now partially enclosed, this stair has a 
slightly bulbous turned newel, an angular hand rail, rectangular 
balusters and an open string. It makes an angular turn at its 
landing, several st~ps below second floor level. 

Two handsome"mantels remain in the house. The mantel in the 
first floor southeast room is Italianate in feeling, having 
paneled pilasters with base blocks, a slightly pedimented frieze 
with horizontal panels with rounded ends, and a plain shelf. The 
mantel in the southeast second floor room is more reminiscent 
oft he (, r' e e k Rev i val sty lei nit scI ass i cis m . "r hi s wei 1-
proportioned mantel has plain side pilasters with baseblocks and 
caps, a plain frieze', and a plain shelf with slightly curved 
corners. 
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Applicable National Register Criteria A ~B ~C D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DAD B Dc 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

Period of Significance 
1883-1912 

Significant Dates 
1883 

Education 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
Foil, John A. Unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of si-gnificance noted above. 

,§,~"m.m.~rY 
The Foil-Cline House, built in 1883 at 406 South Main Avenue 

in the Catawba County seat of Newton, has local architectural 
significance as one of the best surviving examp~es of the Ital­
ianate style known to exist in Catawba County_ :t is related to 
the Pro per t y "r y p e "H 0 use sin Cat a w b a Co un t y : Po s t bel 1 u m ( 'j 8 6 5 -
-I 9 0 0 ) . " As the res -j den ceo f Cat a w b a Colle g e pre f e s so r J 0 h n ,6, _ 

Foil from its construction to his death in 1912, the property is 
eligible for its educational significance. (See rlstoric Context, 
"Education in Catawba County.lI) 

[3 See continuation sheet 
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The Foil-Cline House at 406 South Main Street in Newton is 
situated adjacent to the former campus of Catawba College (the 
s c h 0 0 1 m 0 v edt 0 Sal i s bur yin the 'I 9 2 0 s ) . I tis a n II L II - s hap ed, 
two-story frame house incorporating elements of the Italianate 
style, such as elaborately detailed bay windows and sawn mold­
ings. As such it is one of the few Italianate structures in the 
region. The hi~tory of the house is linked to the growth of 
New ton and tot he de vel 0 pm e n t 0 f Cat a w b a Colle g e . 'r he h 0 use was 
built in '1883 by John A. Foil, professor at the college and 
German Reformed minister. The newly-built house was among those 
damaged by a tornado which struck Newton on March 25, 1884, 
Foil's heirs sold the house to the school in 1919. George Lamar 
Cline, assistant postmaster in Newton, bought the property after 
the college moved to Sal-.sbury in the '1920s. 'rhe present owners 
b 0 ugh t the h 0 use and lot fro me-I i n e 1 she irs i fl 'I 9 '( 7 . 

J 0 h n A. F 0 i 1 ('I 8 4 'l - 1 9 'I 2 ), the son 0 f far mer A -I -I i son F 0 -1 -I , 
received his first educa~ion in the private schools of his native 
Cabarrus County. At the age of seventeen he enlisted in a Con­
federate company which saw some action before the war's end.

l 

Fro m 'I 8 6 7 to 'I 8 7 'I F 0 'i 1 a t ten d e d w hat was the n k now n as Cat a w b a 
High School. From there he went to Ursinus College in College­
ville, Pennsylvania, w~ich he attended from 1871 to 1873. In 
1889 he received an honorary Ph.D. degree from Ursinus, said to 
be" as un sou g h t as un ex pee ted . ,,2 I n 'I 8 'l 3 F 0 i 1 j 0 i ned the fa c u 1 t y 
at Catawba, where he taught mathematics, science and Greek for 
twenty-nine years. In :he same year he married Susan C. Lantz, 
daughter of Rev. John Lantz, also a member of the Catawba facul­
ty. They had three chi-dren, all daughters: Helen (born 1874), 
Ivl i ria m ('I 8 7 6) and E the 1 ~: 'I 8 8 3 ) . 3 I n 'I 8 'l 4, the yea r f 0 1 low i n g his 
marriage, John A. Foil was licensed to preach by the North Caro­
l "I n a C I ass i s 0 'f the G e r man Ref 0 r me d C h u r c h. ''I'' heR eve r end Ivl'.... F 0 i 1 
served a number of congregations in Catawba County, both Reformed 
and Lutheran, including St. PeterTs, St. JohnTs and Grace church­
es. In several of these he assisted J.C. Clapp, who was at the 
time president of Catawba High School (later College).4 

In February 1874 :he newly-married and recently-employed 
Foil bought a lot at t~e corner of College and Elm streets in 
Newton. rhe fact that he paid Adam Hogan and Reuben Setzer only 
~; 'I ;2 5 for t he t rae tin d -; cates t hat i t was un imp r 0 v e d a tt he t i me 
of the purchase. Howeve~, he soon bU"llt upon the lot as indicat­
ed by the fact that the aroperty was valued at $400 beginning ln 
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1816. In April 1883 he sold the same lot to C.F. Jarrett for 
5 $800. Thus he and his family (enlarged to five members with the 

arrival of his third daughter in February 1883) kept their resi­
dence at College and Elm for just under ten years. It seems 
likely that construction on their next house, todayfs Foil-Cline 
House, commenced shortly before or after the sale of the College 
and Elm lot in April 1883. Yet the Main Avenue lot upon which 
the second house is ,located was not transferred to Foi 1 unti 1 
December 28, 1885. Foil and the seller of the lot probably made 
other financial arr~ngements (possibly renting or making delayed 
payments) for the period from spring 1883 to late 1885. The 
seller was Reuben Setzer, a farmer born in 1811, who had donated 
much of the land used for college buildings a few years earlier. 
Setzer was also a trustee and supporter of the school. Foil paid 
Setzer $100 for the four-tenths of an acre, indicating that the 
transaction was only for the unimproved 10t. S Yet, three pieces 
of e \lid en c e i n die ate t 'h at the lot had i n d (~e d bee n b u i 1 t u pan 
before 1885. First, Foil sold his first house and lot in April 
1883 and obviously would have required a new residence. Second, 
tax records for the period indicate that the property's valuation 
fluctuated in such a way as to indicate the placement of a house 
on the lot 1883. In 1882 Foil was taxed on a single town lot 
(the one at College and Elm) valued at $400. A year later his 
single lot (the newly-bought one on Main Avenue) was valued at 
$100; in 1884 its value had risen to $800. 7 Finally, according 
to published accounts, the Foil house on Main Avenue was among 
those damaged by a tornado which struck Newton on march 25, 1884. 
The twi ster 1 "fearful to behol d," cut a 200-yar'd-wi de swath 
through town, leaving one dead, many injured, and hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in pr'operty damage. Twenty homes were 
demolished; the Foil house and several of the school buildings on 
the adjacent property lost their roofs. 8 

During the 1700s Catawba County had been settled in large 
part by Germans. Incidental to their settlement was the creation 
of several inst~tutions of higher learning. In addition to the 
establishment of Catawba County in 1851 in Newton, members of the 
German Reformed Church formed Claremont College in Hickory for 
women. Lutherans established Lenoir College in Hickory and 
Concordia College ln Conover. All four schools lJ.Jere set up 
wi thi n ten mi 1 es of the others. One observer noted, "[ tis an 
interesting fact that in this early period more schools and 
colleges were founded than a wealthy and populous community would 
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ultimately be able to maintain.~9 The Newton school held its 
first classes in the fall of 1851 and received a charter from the 
General Assembly in 1852. The institution wass operated as a 
college during the 1850s, even though it had the services of only 
one professor for much of that time. From 1861 to 1885 it re­
gained its status as a college. Owing to financial and other 
problems the school lost its accreditation in 1915 and trans­
ferred all of its oper-ations to Salisbury between 1923 and 1925. 

John A. Foil's path to the presidency of the school was 
blocked only by the fact that his friend and colleague J.e. Clapp 
held that office from 1861 to 1900. When Clapp stepped down Foil 
was reportedly offered the position but declined it. Foil advo­
cated a return to a college curriculum and it was only upon his 
urging that Clapp agreed in 1885 to a transition from a high 
school back to a colleg~ for Catawba. 10 Foil also devoted time 
to community work. In the 1890s he served as chairman of the 
county board of education and later as the superintendent of 
public schools. 11 Foil lived comfortably but, befitting a cler­
gyman, less than ostentatiously. His lot and house were valued 
at $700 through the 1890s. His personal property carried a value 
of $1,000 (included in that was a $100 library).12 In 1900 he, 
his wife, and three unmarried daughters lived at home. The 
oldest, Helen, was a music teacher. Living with them was a 
thirty-six-year-old black y,}oman, Lavina Boyd, identified in the 
census records as a cook. Mrs. Foil was generally listed in the 
same records as a housekeeper; yet a listing in an 1890 business 
directory identifies her as a teacher. 13 

After almost thirty years of teaching at Catawba College, 
John A. Foil felt it necessary to leave the school and profession 
for other work in 1902. His salary of $600 a year would seem to 
have been adequate to his needs, but he may have felt it 
necessary to try his luck in the business world. At any rate in 
1902 he left the college to become secretary-treasurer of Union 
Cotton Mills. This was one of three such manufacturing firms 
established in Newton in the late nineteenth century. Their 
effect over time was to shift the economy of the area from an 
agricultural to an industrial base. Another result was the 
growth in the size of the town, which almost doubled in popula­
tion between 1890 and 1900. The company which employed Fai 1 had 
been established in "18f12 by Henry F. Carpenter and his sons. The 
reasons for Fo; 1 TS move are unclear. He regular-.ly preached at 
the Maiden Church where Carpenter was member; their acquaintance 
likely was made there. Beyond that Foil suffered from arterio-
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sclerosis which may have influenced his decision. He remained in 
the position until 1910 when he returned to Catawba College as 
professor and vice-president. However, ill health soon forced 
him to retire at which time he became a professor emeritus. 14 

Foil died in 1912 at the age of sixty-four. No will was 
recorded at the time but it is apparent that his wife and chil­
dren received the house. The property was valued at $1,150 in 
1915. 15 By 1919 Su~an Foil had moved to Mecklenburg County where 
her three daughte~s lived. In that year they sold the house and 
lot to the trustees of Catawba for ten dollars and "valuable 
con s 1 de r' a t ion s . II "6 I tis not k now n how the col leg e use d the 
house. It may have been used as a resldence for a professor or, 
oWlng to its proximity to the campus, for classroom space. 
However, the latter seems unlikely since the school had just 
en t ere d ape rio d 0 f r' e t r en c h men tan d fin a n cia 1 d iff i c u 1 tie s, II the 
dar k est yea r s 0 f the' Col leg e , II a c cor din g to a h 1 s tor y 0 f the 
institution. Those clouds were lifted only with the relocatlon 
of the school to Salisbury in the mld-1920s. As a consequence of 
the move school officlals in 19~5 sold all of their property in 
Newton, some eight lots on both sides of Main Street, to the 
Newton Land and Loan Company for $3,380. That company in turn 
sold three of the lots, including the Foil property, to Lillie 
Cline for $3,000. 17 Mrs. Cline and her husband George Lamar 
Cline had owned adjacent property for some time. 

George Lamar Cline (1885-1965) was a native of Catawba Coun­
ty, the son of blacksmith Gilbert Cline and his wife Fredonia. 
George 1 s wife was the former Lilile Setzer, born in 1888. Her 
grandfather, Reuben Setzer, had owned the Foil-Cline House 
property prior to its purchase by Foil in 1885. G.L. Cline 
worked as an apprentice blacksmith with his father until 1911 
aft e r w /', i c h tim e hew 0 r' ked va rio us job s, inc Iud i n g d red g e b a a t 
operator, for a couple years. In time Cline became a well-known 
figure in Newton through his work at the post ottlce and as 
county registrar for many years. In his later years ~ he became 
something of an authority on the history of the town. 1H He died 
in late 1965 at the age of eighty. 8y the terms of hls will, 
probated in March 1966, his widow received all of his property, 
real and personal. At the time of his death he owned two lots in 
Newton, one of which was the Foil-Cline House lot, together 
val u e d a t $", 3 5 8 'I 9 L ill i e C lin e die din the ear I y " 9 '/ 0 s . Her 
heirs sold the house and original lot, along with their adjacent 
lot. to the present owners, Claude and ~aye Smlth. in 1977. 20 
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See Continuation Sheet 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # _________________ _ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # _________________ _ 

UTM References 
A ~ 14 17 ,9 16 ,6 P 

Zone Easting 

C LLJ I I , I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

acre 

I 3, 91 4, 51 8,4, 01 
Northing 

L, I 

IX] See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[XJ State historic preservation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

B LLJ I I , I 
Zone Easting 

D LLJ I I , I 

D See continuation sheet 

I , I , 
Northing 

I , I , 

All of lots 1 and 2 in block 3, sheet ION of Catawba County tax maps. 

D See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

Entire parcel historically associated with the house. 

D See continuation sheet 
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organization Catawba County Historical Assn., inc. date May 25, J 989 
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Section number Photos Page __ 1 __ Foil-Cline House, Catawba County, NC 

The following pertains to all photos unless otherwise indicated: 

1) Foil-Cline House 
2) Newton, North Carolina 
5) North Carolina Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, NC 

A. 3) Laura Phillips 
4) May 1983 
6) House overall, to northwest 

B. 3) Laura Phillips 
4) May 1983 
6) House overall, 

C. 3) Barbara Kooiman 
4) April 1989 
6) House overall, 

D. 3) F. Bogue Wallin 
4) January 1980 

to north 

to south 

6) House, front door, to east 

E. 3) Laura Phillips 
4) May 1983 
6) House interior, mantel 

F. 3) F. Bogue Wallin 
4) January 1980 
6) House interior, stair detail 

NOTE: Most of the photos used in this nomination were taken in 1983 and 1980. As some of 
these and the 1989 photo indicate, heavy foliage makes it virtually impossible to obtain 
a good overall view of the front of the house. The property \Vas thoroughly field checked 
by Barbara Kooiman in 1989 and determined to be unchanged from its appearance and 
condition portrayed in photos taken prior to 1989. 
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