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1. Name of Property
historic name Foil-Cline House
other names/site number Foil, John A., House .

2. Location
straet & number 406 S. Main Avenue N/ 4 not for publication
city, town  Newton 8/ Avicinity
state  North Carolina code NC county Catawba code 035 zip cods 28658
3. Classification ,
Ownership of Property Category of Property Numter of Resources within Property
[EJ private [E building(s) Contriouiing Nencontributing
[__1 publfc-!ocal D d.istrict 1 b.uiidings
| pubdlic-State D site - sites
:] pubiic-Fedaral D structure structuras

[j objact objects

3 n____Total

Name of ralated muktiicle property listing: Muinbar of contributing rasources previously
distoric & Architectural Resources of fisted in the National Register __ O
CErawbz County, NOrLtn tarolina N N

4 State/Fedcral Agency Certifization

As the dasngnalﬂd avthority under the National Histeric Preservation Act of 1958, as amended, ! hereby certify tnat this
_Jnomlncmr\n request for determination of eligibility meets the docurm,ma'lon standards for registering propsities in the

National Register of Histopic s and’/meets the procedural and protessional reguirements set forth in 36 CFR Pan 60.
In my /)é“'}o. e oro%r‘(y eets [_/Idoes not meet the National Register criteria. L_}oca continuation sheet.
Signati ra Bt cemfysng official |

A% A S-23-90

/ {ate

Stala or Feceral agency and bureau

in my opinion, the properry r meets Eldoes not meet the National Regisier criteria. Doeq continuation sheet.

Signatura of commenting or othaer official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification _ o
), hereby, certify that this property is:
:] antered in the National Register.
E_,—‘ Sea coniinuation shest. _—
[_Jdetermined eligible for the Mational
Register. [ 1364 continuation sheet.
Ddetermined not eligible for the
National Register. -

Dremoved frorn the National Ragister.
Dothar, (explain:)

Signature of the Keepsf Cate of Acticn



Foil-Cline House, Catawba County, N.C.

6. Function or Use

raustonc Functions (anter cat ories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
omestic: single dwelling Domestic: single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

_ foundation brick
Italianate walls weatherboard
roof asphalt
other wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Foil-Cline House 1in Newton 1is a two-story frame house
built in 1883 for John A. Foil. It is one of the best surviving
examples of the ltalianate stylie in Catawba County. The house
has been Teft basically unaltered since the 1880s and retains 1its
architectural +integrity.

The Foil-Cline House is located on the southwest corner of
South Main Avenue and East £ Street in the shady residential ares
south of the commercial center of Newton. It is  surrounded by
smaller houses, mostly dating from the mid-nineteenth century.
The Foil-Cline House 1s situated on a Jarge Tot with Tush vegeta-
tion. A former path leading from the street corner to the north-
@ast corner of the house is bordered by boxwoods. The house
itself ds surrounded by small boxwood and azalea bushes. The
Targe yard surrounding the house is fillied with randomiy planted
trees, including oak, fir, pine, crepe myrtie, pecan, fig, and
willow trees.

The Foil-Cline House has an irreguiar configuration, charac-
terized by projecting and receding planes. The house has a brick
foundation and weatherboard siding which is terminated at each
corner by a simplie classical pilaster. The multi-gabled roof has
a widely overhanging boxed and molded cornice supported by thick
curvilinear brackets set against a wide frieze board. The east,
north and south gables are each decorated by a bargeboard with
pierced design and a kingpost with spade-shaped bottom and
pierced spear—-shaped top which projects upward beyond the ridge

of the roof. There are two interior brick chimneys. The Foil-
CTine House has symmetrically arranged four-over-four sash win-
dows which are wunusually tall, running neariy from floor to
ceiling in the various rooms. T fhe windows have a two-part molided
casing with a projecting shelf 1intel supported by three small
modiTlions. One-story bay windows are found on the east and
north sides of the house. They continue the use of the wide

haseboard which wraps around the rest of the house, and have a
four-—-over-four sash main window with the more narrow side windows
composed of a vertical row of four panes. Like the main roof of
the house, the roof of each bay window has a widely overhanging

[z]See continuation sheet
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boxed and molded cornice supported by brackets didentical to those
of the main roof.

The front porch of the Foil-Cliine House extends across the

north two bays of the east facade. [t continues and emphasizes
the Iltalianate character of the house by its use of overhanging
bracketed eaves, unusual paneled posts with angular V-shaped

paneis, and sawhworlk brackets.

The front (east) entrance continues the use of the angular V
and diamond-shaped paneis in its surround. Above the door are
two sets of panels, separated by thick, curvilinear brackets,
creating an elaborate cornice. This use of the decorative pan-
eled surround instead of the more typical sidelights and transom
ig  particulariy interesting. The door +itself 1ds double-ieafed,
with square glass panels at the top, round-arched glass panels 1in
the center, and wooden panels at the bottom.

On the north side of the house a porch shelters the west two

bays . It is very gimilar to the front porch, but is smaller and
sTightly more simple. It has been somewhat altered and is cur-
rently Jlacks a floor. The north side entrance has a replacement

door and a three-Tight transom.

The rear of the house has a one-story section in the south-

west corner which serves as the kitchen. It has the same fTour-
over-=four sash windows with modiliTlioned Tintels as found on the
rest of the house as well as a latticework porch on the east
side. West of the one-story kitchen 1is a small enclosed porch
with shed roof and German siding. There are two entrances to the
cellar -- on the west side and on the southwest corner of the
house.

The Hdnterdior of the Foil-Cline House has a center ha T
surrounded by an irregular arrangement of rooms: one room on the

north, two rooms on the south, and several rooms on the west
(rear). Features common to the interior in general are wide
board floors, plastered walls and ceilings, wide baseboards with
either a beaded or a moided upper edge, four-panel doors, and

two-part door and window casings.

The house boasts two stairs -— a fTormal front stair in the
center hall and a more simple, though nicely detailed, rear stair
in the northwest room of the house. The front statir, which rises

from east to west along the north wall of the hall, has a heavy
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turned newel, a molded hand rail, turned balusters, and an open-
string with simple curviliinear brackets. This stair turns grace-
fully at a Tanding before proceeding onward to the second floor.
The rear stair rises from north to south along the east wall of

the northwest room. Now partially enclosed, this stair has a
sTightly bulbous turned newel, an angular hand rail, rectanguilar
balusters and an open string. It makes an angular turn at its

Tanding, several steps below second floor Tevel.

Two handsome mantels remain in the house. The mantel in the
first floor southeast room is Italianate in feeling, having
paneled pilasters with base blocks, a slightly pedimented frieze
with horizontal panels with rounded ends, and a plain shelf. The
mantel in  the southeast second flioor room is more reminiscent
of the Greek Revival style in dts classicism. This well-
proportioned mantel has plain side pilasters with basebliocks and
caps, a plain frieze, and a plain shelf with slightly curved

corners.



Foil-Cline House, Catawba County, N.C.

8. Statement of Significance

Certitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ Jnationally [ ] statewide E Jiocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [_]JA [X]8 [K]Jc [Jb

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) (CJa s [Jc o [Je [JF e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1883-1912 1883
Education

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
Foil, John A. Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

.........................

The Foil-Cline House, builit 1in 1883 at 406 South Main Avenue
in  the Catawba County seat of Newton, has Tocel architectural
significance as one of the best surviving examp es of the Ttal—
janate style known to exist in Catawba County. It s related to
the Property Type "Houses in Catawba County: Postbellum (18865-
1900) . " As the residence of Catawba College prcfessor John A.
Foil from +its construction to his death in 1912, the property 1is
eligible for +dts educational significance. (See ristoric Context,
"Education in Catawba County.")

mSee continuation sheet
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Historical Background

The Foil-Cline House at 406 South Main Street 1in Newton 1is
situated adjacent to the former campus of Catawba College (the

school moved to Salisbury in the 1820s). It is an "L"-shaped,
two-story frame house incorporating elements of the Italianate
style, such as elaborately detailed bay windows and sawn mold-
ings. As such it 1is one of the few Italianate structures in the
region. The history of the house is Tinked to the growth of
Newton and to the development of Catawba College. The house was
built dn 1883 by John A. Foil, professor at the college and
German Reformed minmister. The newly-—built house was among those
damaged by a tornado which struck Newton on March 25, 1884 .
Foil's heirs sold the house to the school in 1818. George lLamar
Gline, assistant postmaster 1in Newton, bought the property after
the college moved to Salisbury in the 1920s. The present owners

bought the house and Tot from Cline’'s heirs in 1977.

John A. Foil (1847-1912), the son of farmer All49son  Foil,
received his first educazion 1in the private schools of his native

Cabarrus County. At the age of seventeen he enlisted in a Con-
federate company which saw some action before the war's end.
Erom 1867 to 1871 Foil attended what was then known as Catawba
High $chool. From there he went to Ursinus College 1in College-
ville, Pennsylvania, wnich he attended from 1871 to 1873. in

1889 he received an honcrary Ph.D. degree from Ursinus, said to
be "as unsought as unexpected." ¢ In 1873 Foil Joined the faculty
at (Catawba, where he taught mathematics, science and Greek for

twanty-nine years. In the same vear he married Susan C. Lantz,
daughter of Rev. John Lantz, also a member of the Catawba facul-
Ty, They had three chi dren, all daughters: Helen (born 1874y,
Miriam (1876) and Ethel 2‘1883).3 in 1874, the year following his
marriage, John A. Foil wzs Ticensed to preach by the North Caro-
Tina Classis of the Germen Reformed Church. The Reverend Mr. Foil

served a number of congregations 1in Catawba County, both Reformed
and Lutheran, including $t. Peter's, $t. John's and Grace church-
es . In several of thess he assisted J.C. Clapp, who was at the
time president of Catawba High School (later Co'l'!ege).4

In February 1874 zhe newly-married and recently—employed
Foil bought a JTot at tne corner of College and Elm streets 1in
Newton. The fact that he paid Adam Hogan and Reuben Setzer only
$125 for the tract indicates that it was unimproved at the time
of the purchase. Howeve~-, he soon built upon the Tot as indicat-
ed by the fact that the coroperty was valued at $400 beginning N
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1876.  In April 1883 he sold the same lot to C.F. Jarrett for
$80().6 Thus he and his family (enlarged to five members with the
arrival of his third daughter +in February 1883) kept their resi-
dence at College and Elm for Just under ten vyears. It seems
Tikely that construction on their next house, today's Foil-Cline
House, commenced shortly before or after the sale of the College
and ETm Tot in April 1883. Yet the Main Avenue lot upon which
the second house 1is .located was not transferred to Foil until
December 28, 1885. Foil and the seller of the Tot probably made
other financial arrangements (possibly renting or making delayed
payments) for the period from spring 1883 to Tlate 1885. The
seller was Reuben Setzer, a farmer born 1in 1811, who had donated
much of the Tand used for college buildings a few vears earlier.
Setzer was also a trustee and supporter of the school. Foil paid
Setzer $100 for the four-tenths of an acre, indicating that the
transaction was only for the unimproved Tot .5 Yet, three pieces
of evidence 1indicate that the Tot had indeed been built upon
before 188%. F+irst, Foil sold his first house and Jlot in  April
1883 and obviousiy would have required a new residence. Second,
tax records for the period indicate that the property's valuation
fluctuated +in such a way as to indicate the placement of a house
on the Jot 1883. In 1882 Foil was taxed on a single town Tot
(the one at Coliege and ETm) valued at $400. A vear Tater his
single lot (the newly-bought one on Main Avenue) was valued at
$100; in 1884 +1ts value had risen to $800.( Finally, according
to published accounts, the Foil house on Main Avenue was among
those damaged by a tornado which struck Newton on march 25, 1884.

The twister, "fearful to behold," cut a 200-yard-wide swath
through town, Teaving one dead, many injured, and hundreds of
thousands of dollars 1n property damage. Twenty homes were

demolished; the Foil house and several of the school builidings on
the adjacent property lost their roofs.

Educational Context

During the 1700s Catawba County had been settled 1in large
part by Germans. Incidental to their settlement was the creation
of several institutions of higher Tearning. In addition to the
establishment of Catawba County in 1851 in Newton, members of the
German Reformed Church formed Claremont College in Hickory for

women . Lutherans established Lenoir College 1in Hickory and
Concordia College 1in Conover. A1l four schools were set up
within ten miles of the others. UOne observer noted, "It is an

interesting fact that 1in this early period more schools and
colleges were founded than a wealthy and populous community would
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ultimately be able to maintain."9 The Newton school held dts
first classes in the fall of 1851 and received a charter from the
General Assembly 1in 1852. The institution wass operated as a
college during the 1850s, even though it had the services of only
one professor for much of that time. From 1861 to 1885 +4t re-
gained 1dts status as a college. Owing to financial and other

problems the school lost its accreditation +in 1915 and trans-
ferred all of 1its operations to Salisbury between 1823 and 1925.

John A. Foil's path to the presidency of the school was
blocked only by the fact that his friend and collieague J.C. Clapnp
held that office from 1861 to 19800. When Clapp stepped down Foil
was reportedly offered the position but declined it. Foil advo-
cated a return to a college curriculum and it was only upon his
urging that Clapp agreed in 1885 to a transition from & high
school back to a college for Catawba.!V Foil also devoted time

to community work. In the 1890s he served as chairman of the
county board of education and later as the superintendent of
pubiic schools. 11 Foil Tived comfortably but, befitting a cler-
gyman, Jess than ostentatiousiy. His Tot and house were valued
at $700 through the 1890s. His personal property carried a value
of $1,000 (included 1in that was a $100 Wibhary).12 In 1800 he,
his wife, and three unmarried daughters Tived at home. The
oldest, Helen, was & music teacher. Living with them was a
thirty-six-year-old black woman, Lavina Boyd, identified 1in the
census records as a cook. Mrs. Foil was generally Tisted 1in the

same records as a housekeeper; yet a listing in an 1890 business
directory identifies her as a teacher.13

After almost thirty years of teaching at Catawba College,
John A. Foil felt it necessary to leave the school and preofession

for other work +in 1902. His salary of $600 a year would seem to
have been adequate to his needs, but he may have felt i1t
necessary to try his Tuck 1n the business world. At any rate 1in
1902 he Tleft the college to become secretary-treasurer of Union
Cotton Milis. This was one of three such manufacturing firms
established +in Newton in the Tate nineteenth century. Thedir
effect over time was to shift the economy of the area from an
agricultural to an industrial base. Another result was the
growth +1n the size of the town, which almost doubied in popuia-
tion between 18380 and 1900. The company which employved Foil had
been established +in 1882 by Henry F. Carpenter and his sons. The
reasons for Foil's move are unclear. He regularly preached at

the Maiden Church where Carpenter was member; their acquaintance
Tikely was made there. Beyond that Foil suffered from arterio-
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sclerosis which may have 1influenced his decision. He remained 1in
the position until 1910 when he returned to Catawba College as
professor and vice-president. However, 111 health soon forced

him to retire at which time he became a professor emeritus .14

Foil died 1n 1912 at the age of sixty-four. No will was
recorded at the time but +it 4is apparent that his wife and chil-
dren received the house. The property was valued at $1,150 1in
1915. 15 By 1919 Susan Foil had moved to Mecklienburg County where
her three daughters Tived. In that vear they sold the house and
Tot to the trustees of Catawba for ten dollars and ‘"valuable
cons+iderations." 16 It s not known how the college used the
house. It may have been used as a residence for a professor or,
owing to its proximity to the campus, fTor classroom space.
However, the Tatter seems unlikely since the school had Just
entered a period of retrenchment and financial difficulties, "the
darkest vyears of the College," according to a history of the
institution. Those clouds were Tifted only with the relocation
of the school to Salisbury in the mid-1820s. As a consequence of
the move school officials in 1925 sold all of their property 1in
Newton, some eight Tots on both sides of Main Street, to the
Newton Land and Loan Company for $3,380. That company 1n  turn
sold three of the lots, including the Foil property, to Lidlde
Cline for $3,OOU<17 Mrs. Cliine and her husband George Lamar
Cline had owned adjacent property for some time.

George Lamar Cline (1885-1965) was a native of Catawba Coun-

ty, the son of blacksmith Gilbert Cline and his wife Fredonia.
George’'s wife was the former Lillie Setzer, born in 1888. Her
grandfather, Reuben Setzer, had owned the Foil-Cline House
property prior to dts purchase by Foil in 1885. G.L. Cline
worked as an apprentice blacksmith with his father until 19711
after which time he worked various Jjobs, inciuding dredge boat
operator, for a couple vears. In time Cline became a well-known
figure 1in MNewton through his work at the post office and as
county registrar for many vears. In his Tater years he became

something of an authority on the history of the town. '8 He died
in Tate 1965 at the age of eighty. By the terms of his will,
probated 1in March 1866, his widow received all of his property,
real and personal. At the time of his death he owned two Tots 1in
Newton, one of which was the Foil-Cline House Tot, together
valued at $1,35819 (4714ie Cline died in the early 1970s. Har
heirs sold the house and original JTot, along with their adjacent
Jot, to the present owners, Claude and Faye Smith, in 1977 .¢



NP3 Form 10-800-8 OMB Approvel No 1024-0018

(8-66)

United States Department of the Interlor
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number __ 8 Page 5 , ,
Foil-Cline House, Catawba County, N.C.
FOOTNOTES
TWiTliam Stevens Powell, The North Carolina | Gazetteer
(Chapel Hi11: The University of North Carolina Press, 1868), 93,
350-351; George W. Hahn, The Catawba Soldier in the Civil HWar

(Hickory: Clay Printing Company, 1911), 60.

3Twelfth Census, 1900, Population Schedule.

4Leonahd,History of Catawba College, 113; Lewvi Branson
(ed.), Branson's North Carolina_ Business Directory.  (Raleigh:

Levi Branson, 1877-1887), 1877/7¢, p. 62; 1890, p. 170; and 1897,
p. 167.

SCatawba County Deed Socok 11, p. 124 and Deed EBook 38, o
40; Catawba County Tax Records, North Carolina State Archives.

)

bcatawba County Deed Book 28, p. 529; Leonard, History of
Catawba College, £2.

Teatawba Courty Tax F=zcords, Morth Carolina State Archives.
In 1883 Foil was also taxed on a total of $1,600 worth of person-
al property: $200 worth o tcois, the same amount in furniture,
$550 9in credits due him, and $300 4in various other [Hitems.

8Newton Observer—-News. 26 March 1865, and Hickory Daily
Record, 11 September 1865.

......

Mo.: Published for the Trustees of Catawba College, 1927). 40.

10Leonard, Fistory of Catawba Colleqge, 117.

Mehartes J. Preslar, Jr. (ed.), A History of Catawba County

(Salisbury: Published for the Catawhba County Historical Asscocia-
tion, Inc., 1854), 150,

12Catawba County Tax Records, North Carolina State Archivas.

137wel1fth Census, 1900, Population Schedule; Lewvi Bramson
(ed.), Branson's North Carsina Business Directory, 1880, p. 174,

14 eonard, Hizstory of Catawba College, 110-121.



NP8 Form 10-800-a
[o:7]:] &
(8-68) Approvel No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interlor
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page 6

Foil-Cline House, Catawba County, N.C.

1Scatawba County Tax Records, North Carolina State Archives.
16catawba County Deed Book 146, p. 328.
Tcatawba County Deed Book 208, pp. 412, 415.

18Twelfth Census, 1900, Population Schedule; Hickory. Daily

kecord, 12 April 1956. T

19catawba  County Will Book 10, p. 208; Catawba County Tax
Records, North Carolina State Archives.

20¢catawba County Deed Book 1113, p. 700.



Foil-Cline House, Catawba County, N.C.

9. Major Bibliographical References

See Continuation Sheet

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[:] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested

Dpreviously listed in the National Register

l:] previously determined eligible by the National Register

Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark

Drecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

Drecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
State historic preservation office

["]other state agency

[_IFederal agency

Local government

D University

I:IOther

Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property less than one (1) acre

UTM References
A|1|7| |4!7 |9 |6 16 IOI |31 91 4 518141()[

Zone  Easting Northing

of NN I O N AT O T O A e

Bl | L1 ]

|

J

|

I B

Zone  Easting

o3 I O I

|

|
Northing

[

DSee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

All of lots 1 and 2 in block 3, sheet 10N of Catawba County tax maps.

DSee continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

Entire parcel historically associated with the house.

[ ] see continuation sheet
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The following pertains to all photos unless otherwise indicated:

1) Foil-Cline House
2) Newton, North Carolina
5) North Carolina Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, NC

A. 3) Laura Phillips
4) May 1983
6) House overall, to northwest

B. 3) Laura Phillips
4) May 1983
6) House overall, to north

C. 3) Barbara Kooiman
4) April 1989
6) House overall, to south

D. 3) F. Bogue Wallin
4) January 1980
6) House, front door, to east

E. 3) Laura Phillips
4) May 1983
6) House interior, mantel

F. 3) F. Bogue Wallin
4) January 1980
6) House interior, stair detail

NOTE: Most of the photos used in this nomination were taken in 1983 and 1980. As some of
these and the 1989 photo indicate, heavy foliage makes it virtually impossible to obtain

a good overall view of the front of the house. The property was thoroughly field checked
by Barbara Kooiman in 1989 and determined to be unchanged from its appearance and
condition portrayed in photos taken prior to 1989.
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