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CONDITION 

(Check One) 

Moved OriGinal Site 

vvilliam Hollister I-louse ) built the years 1BL.0 and 1BL~ 1) is 
g group of NeH Bern side-

hall plan. archaic character of the exterior s little 
indication of the interior finish Hhich it is of traditional Fe dera~ 
design, shows a handling of materials and many details of trim characte ris 
of the mid-nineteenth century) marble mantels" corner block archi-
traves, and plaster medallions. l' House is situated on a 
knoll v{hich is cordoned off from Broad street by a brick wall capped 
a cement coping Sandstone steps le ad from the sidelilalk to the yard \{hich 
is planted with pecan) magnolia) cedar) and hoJJ.y trees; ivy blankets much 
of the yard 

Tile two-and-a-half-story frame structure is covered by a gable 
is raised on a one-to-five common bond brick f01LY1dation. Joined to 
side of the house is a single-story) one-room also has a 
roof This wing was thought to be a later 
and interior evidence points strongly to its 
original house A passagevvay vvhich appears on a 190B insurance map 
a square kitchen to the rear vving" The front (north) facade of the side 
hall portion of the house is three bays wide and the east side four bays 
deep The front entrance in the west bay features a one porch which is 
topped by a paneled balustrade. The door contains six raised panels framed 
l~i th a wide flat molding characteristic of the Greek Revival sty:'e; howe ver-, 
the ornamental transom is rendered in the traditional New Bern fashion 
a carved wooden interlaced fret is used in imitation of leading 

All the windows on the first two floors contain six-over-six 
sash and have louvered shutters vvi th orie;inal hardware. The attic 
by two well-detaile d Palladian windovJs -' one in each end -' and by 
.::Sable dormers) three of which are original w The original dormers contain 
round-headed vJindO\~s and are flanked by pilasters. The main cornice) 
on corner posts treated as pilasters, combines Ul1.dercut modillions 
and runs across the front and rear) :ce turning slightly into the gable ends 
On the east end the stucc red stacks of two interior chimneys rise high ab 
the gable end and) at the ridge) support a captain!s walk 

The two·-bay wing repeats the cornice and corner posts of the main 
The wing a~so has an interior end chimney and linndows with six-over-six 
weighted sash 

The first floor of the Hollister House follows a side-hall plan) two 
rooms deep The entrance to the is betlileen the tran sverse hall arch 
the stair vvhich rise s tmvard the rear along the vvest v'Jall w The interior, 
much more than the exteri or J eviden ce s tradi tion.,-:l Fe deral de sign combine d 
vvith featuI'es in vogue in the middle decades of the nineteenth century. 
two focal points of the hall) the transverse 2xch and the stair" are both 
qui te Federal in design The molded elliptical arch vvl th the 
springs from paneled pilasters The stair rises in three 
square landings between Balusters square in section and 
a rounded ra~oed handrail terminating on the curtail step 
encircles a tapered neliJel A wave-patter'n bracket ador~(ls 

posts 
in a spiral 
each step 
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out the first floor, the doors are identical to that of the entrance and in 
addi tion are ~\JOod-grained and still bear the slide 
locks Showing the influence of the Greek 
in the hall have symmetrical 
blocks -' each enriched wi th cable The 

features a panel'beneath0 This tratement'is an 
on the first and second floors of the Hollister 
have molded plaster cornices and wide molded baseboaTds cast-iTon 
fixture (now electrified) is suspended from the center of a foliated plaster 
medallion. 

As in the hall) traditional and n81rJ' elements appear in the double parlors 
~vhich are connected by sliding doors" Each of these t~nn parlors is dominated 
by a bold marble mantel of typical mid-nineteenth ce ntury design The entire 
chimney breast in each room is sheath3 d 'lATith black marble and spanned by a 
simple shelf Below., a green marble frie ze is supported on pilasters of the 
same material A beautiful cast-iron grate coveT fills the fire and 
a hearth skiTt bm'Js out in front The door ar£1 windovJ openings of the par'lors 
are flanked by paneled pilasters) the fields of are pulvinated and out-
lined 1rJ'i th a cable TIle caps of the pilasters aTe plain and St1pPOTt a full 
entablature with lliladorned end blocks and £rie ze and cornice combining bands 
of scallops) dentils) and undeTcut modillionsG The walls are plastered and 
feature a very elaborate' cornice of molded plaster above a band of pressed tin 
They have a 1A.ride molded baseboard like that in the hall G A narrO\AJ plaster 
molding is used on the ceiling to mark its peTimeter and in the center is a 
cast plaster medallion 

The room) seemingly always intended as the dining room be cause of 
i ts proximity to the ki tchen) featuTes a ~vooden mantel vThich follm·Js Federal 
lines Reeded pilasters flank the square fire into vJhich is se t a 
iron grate cover similar to those fOllild in the parlors TheiJlain' frie ze and 
end blocks support a broken cornice shelf 'adorned ~vi th a course of den tils. 
In this room, bold fluted architraves vJith paneled faceted corner blocks sur­
round the door and ijvindow openings" The plaster walls terminate in a deep 
molded plaster cornice and the path of the cornice is echoed on the ceiling 
by a more delicate molding" In the center of the room hangs a gas chan.delier 
which has been electrified 

The best evidence supporting the oraneity of the the 
block is found on the second floor of the main block vJhere all the elements 
exhibited in the wing aTe repeated--architra"les;, mantel (except for the 
cover):> cornice) and doors A slight variation of the plan is found at this 
level and in the attic where a smQIl thil~d room was enclosed in the front of 
the hall 

of the attic rooms exhibit mantels reminicent of Georgian de 
of vJood and each features a molded archi tra ve around the square fire 

) above which an unbroken cornice shelf is supported on a frieze 
and wall fixtures 
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Although the 1rIilliam Hollister House is of traditional Federal design) 
its construction was not actually begun until 1840 by 1AJilliam Hollister 
Hollister was born in Lyme) Com1ecticut;> in 1777 and came to Neill Bern at 
the age of t1rJenty-four His Nevv Bern account books;> which be in 1801) 
Were meticulously kept until August 1) 1843) ten days before his death 
These account books) ledgers) and journals, still in the possession of the 
family, prOvide detailed information about Hollister and the building of 
his house 

Hollister vvas certainly one of the most successful merch2~nts of early 
nineteenth century Nevv BeY11_ At val.'''ious periods his life he ovned 
all or the chief interest in fourteen ships) including and 

and the schooners t James 
~-~-~~~-~~~~' 

vver e engage d in the d 
major part of his business. He also liJaS involved in the operation of 

salt works, a distillery, and a store, and in his later years invested 
heavily in banking and railroads The account books reveal 1rJilliam Hollis 
invQvement in other business ventures -' including silk making Although the 
mulberry trees and silk worms which he purchased never led toa silk indus 
he Was able to recoup his investment through the sale of mulberry cuttings 
and silk vvorms to others livho als 0 wante d to tcy @ 

Lot 202 at the intersection of George and Brocl.o Streets ·Has purchased 
by Hollister from John Stanly in 1818. Though it was li...Ylimproved property, 
its elevated site at a major street intersection offered a desirable site 
for a residence Hollister I s account books do not reveal the name of an 
architect or designer (and there was nene) , but they do cover 
most other facets of the construction of the house. Under the he of 
flImprovements on Lot 202, Ii the accounts be gin on August 26:; 1838) 1-Jith the 
purchas e of 1,650 shingle sand 18.,500 bricks On February 7 -' 1840) he 
paid BlackliTell and Hawks $160.83 for n frame ll for his residence and 
on Ap ril 8:; paid John Blackwell $36.68 for II savrrng floors. liOn the same 
datelB entered 18)650 lath, 850 I!Syprus timber)!! and $17.00 to Illabourers 
digging out cellar II Also on April 8) tw-o laborers were paid for 
brick) one for five days and the other for six days This probably ma:~)ks 
the actual beginning of construction in early 1840 

On April 23 he re corded the first of se veral shipments from l\T8\rJ York. 
On the schooner Re he received nails and brads from Tread~~ell 

and Son Be on Hay 26 the first entry !lfor sundry 111aterials bm.::.c;ht 
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by me in New York for house 042) II is recorced. From that 
time until the completion of the structure 11 materials!1 are listed peri-
odically) each in the amount of se veral hundre d dollar s) and with rD othe I' ex-
planation. It seems likely that t.he marble mantels) li fixtures) ;(luch 
of the furniture) some of the s11 '\iVere included under this he 

By August 31) 1840) the house vvas ne 
Ben trJade was paid for I1tarring roof of new 

tion) for on that date 
house) II an unnamed laborer -viaS paid 
sash and painting house /1 coat. II for II glazing sash II and anothe r for 

On September 21 he paid Jim Brown for 
oil) lime and IIheart Syprus shingle' II 

scouring II 

Itplastering" and settled bills for 
He also paid $3 75 to _llnegro woman) 

The house accounts continue for almost year before }hllister 
ally moved to the nevv structure On Fe bruary 18~.1) Sam Oliver was paid 
for nails and locks and Robert Handcock II for ki tchen $: 58" 25 Ii On 
June 10) H@ Morris was paid for "additional sash weights)1l and on October 18" 
$8 00 was paid for "wire screens for cellar windows) If and $15 6L,. for II tin 
gutters and pipes0 11 

In August of 181-/.1 the account books reveal the' expenditure of a ccnsider-
able amount of money for IIcarpenters for repairs on Lot 259 "u labourers 

cleaning vvoman & scrn.obing paint" "repair locks . " 0 painting hous e 
corner Broad & Metcalf ~ .. II This 'was the house that Hollister had occupied 
while the ne1iv dwelling was being built He probably already had moved into 
the new house in August of 1841, and the old one was being prepared for rent 
or sale This is borne out bya later entry which noted that in 1 
he "recd of Mrs Pearce the balle [balance J due on the purchase of the hous e 
at the corner of Broad & Metcalf Streets II 

It is interesting to note Jiliat despite his use of a traditional style) 
Hollister used elements of construction) such as weighted sash wirT1 OvIS) vvire 
screen on windows) and tin gutters and pipe) that'in 1841 would have been as 
modern in New Bern as the overall style of the house was archaic in other are 

The exterior kinship of this house v'vi th Connecticut houses--of Hollister I 
youth--and wi th several of the earlier Nel!oJ Bern house's of this mode is 
sized by the elevated captain r S v'Talk. between the end chimneys Because of the 
posi ti on of the house on one of the st points of land in New Bern) thi s 
feature must have gi ven Holli,ster J the merchant-shipper" DUch pleasure) and a 
considerable visual advantage over his neighbors 

Throughout the history of the house it has remained in the Hollister 
2nd is li ved in today by the fifth the family" 
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The William Hollister I-Iouse is indicative of the tenacious hold the tra-
di tional side-hall plan had on New Bernians" Despi te the of some 
the elements in the house) vvhich probably reflects his trade contacts vIi th 
advanced ci ties like Nevv York and Boston) chose to re call for his 
house t:le basic form used in New Bern for a half a It 
probably marks the last full application of the Fe deral style in New Bern. 
The significance 0 f the William Hollister House is further enhanced by its 
virtually unal tared condition and the Elxt2aordinarily complete and detailed 
docmTIentation of its construction 
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613 Broad street 
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