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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Edward R. stanly was born in 1816 in Jones County, North Carolina, 
and was evidently not related to the more famous Stanly family of New Bern. 
He was already in New Barn in 1839 when he sold the Jones County land wille 
to him by his father. He bought the land on which he constructed his 
house in 1847 and apparently had completed construction of the house by 185 • 
In an insurance policy of that year for the James Davis house, which stood 
on the Hancock Street lot to the rear of the Stanly house, it is noted 
that "Stanly's brick house is thirty-five feet from the (Davis) dwelling 
house. " This certainly fits well with the traditional history of the house 
and is borne out by its style, so that a construction date of circa 1850) 
is likely. 

The 1850 census lists Stanly as .thirty-four years old, a manufacturer, 
and owning property in excess of $10,000. He was a Mason, a member of 
st. John's Lodge No.3 in New Bern, and served the order in various offices 
When the Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad Company was organized in 
1854, Edward R. Stanly became one of its first directors. 

He Was evidently a man of unusual wealth, for in 1869, when he and 
his wife transferred one of their New Bern lots to J. Graham Tull, a rela­
tive in Philadelphia, the transfer enumerated thirty-one other lots which 
they owned in New Bern, where they were listed as residents. Other deeds 
listed a considerable amount of land outside the town of New Barn, and 
when Stanly died, his will showed property not only in North Carolina, but 
in New Jersey, New York, and Connecticut as well. 

Like many other New Barn structures, Edward R. Stanly's house was 
pressed into use between 1862 and 1865 when the town was held by t.he Union 
Forces. The history of the 44th Massachusetts Volunteers notes in listing 
houses where officers were billeted, "Colonel Amory, on Pollock Street, in 
Ed. R. Stanley's [sic J house,," Thomas Jonathan Coffin Amory of Massachuset s 
had graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1851. By May of 
1861 he was an infantry captain, rising to major in 1864, colonel and breve 
brigadier general in 1864. He was the brigade and division commande'r of 
the XVIII Corps, North Carolina, and finally commanded the defenses of New 
Bern. He died in the New J3ern yellow fever epidemic in 1864, though wheter 
in the Stanly House or one of the is not known. Because 
of his position and responsibilities, however, the house Was directly in­
volved in much of the military histor.y of New Bern during the Civil War. 
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The structure continued to serve residential uses until well into the 
twentieth century. It served for a number of years as the New Bern usa, and 
currently houses the Neuse River Regional Planning and Development Council. 

The Edward R. Stanly House is an impressive example of the Renaissance 
Revival style that was popular in. the mid-nineteenth century, especial1y in 
large cities. The building embOdies the essential characteristics of that 
style in the cubic blockiness of its mass, diminution of fenestration, a 
rather flat roof, and an emphatic cornice; the house also demonstrates the 
strength of the local building traditions which substituted Flemish bond: 
brick and New Bern's perennial side-hall plan for the dressed stone and stric 
symmetry of facade that were hallmarks of the style. Because of the rareness 
of the type in New Bern and the excellence of its execution, it is a notable 
building. In addition, the recent renovation carried· out by the owner, archi 
tect Robert H. Stephens, has preserved the important physical fabric of the : 
structure, while superbly adapting it toa twentieth century use. 
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Mann, A. W. History of the Forty-Fifth Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteer 
Militiao Jamaica Plains: Brookside Print, 1908. 

Moore, Elizabeth.. "Notes on Edward Stanly and Edward R. Stanly .. " Unpublish d 
manuscript, 1966 .. 
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502 Pollock Street 
New Bern, North learolina 

Map of Craven (County, New Bern Chamber of Cormnerce 
3/8 II 1 mile 
no date 

Lati tude Longi tude 
degrees minutes seconds 

35 0 06' 34 11 
degrees minutes seconds 

7'7 0 02 ' 17" 
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Map of New Bern and Vicinity, New Bern Chamber of Commerce 
drawn by: Gilfredo Gonzalez 

Scale 1"/1200 feet 
no date 

Latitude 
degrees minutes seconds 

35 0 06' 34" 

Longitude 
degrees minutes seconds 

77 0 02' 17" 
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