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The structure continued to serve residential uses until well into the

twentieth century. It served for a number of years as the New Bern USO, and
currently houses the Neuse River Regional Planning and Development Council.

The Edward R. Stanly House is an impressive example of the Renaissance
Revival style that was popular in the mid-nineteenth century, especially in
large cities. The building embodies the essential characteristics of that
style in the cubic blockiness of its mass, diminution of fernestration, a
rather flat roof, and an emphatic cornice; the house also demonstrates the
strength of the local building traditions which substituted Flemish bond*
brick and New Bern's perennial side-hall plan for the dressed stone and strict
symmetry of facade that were hallmarks of the style. Because of the rarensess
of the type in New Bern and the excellence of its execution, it is a notable
building. In addition, the recent renovation carried out by the owner, archi-
tect Robert H. Stephens, has preserved the important physical fabric of the -
structure, while superbly adapting it to a twentieth century use.
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