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CONDITION 

have been included a 
unusual four room plan 
between the rooms on the 

frame 
ch:imneys 

over the years, it 
one-story shed 

and date was 
was employed \'r.l th 

length 
also found on the second floor 

Each side served by its own 
of the second floor and 

stair 

across both 

Anlong the papers of William Lenoir is a contract between him and John 
Goldsmith and T Anthony, brickmasons Among the of the 

are for the use of 1200 for Brick floor 
& Etc about Brick Room" and 1350 bricks for "Filling in Walls about II 

The former refers to the brick floor of the interior kitchen on 
floor ru1d the to the brick nogging which all the 
walls 

In 1823 a wing was added to the west end of the house.. This cont.ained 
two first floor rooms and one in the finished attic above This was 
built as a separate dwelling by General Lenoir for his personal use It had 

access to the main section which at that ti me became the home of 
.uOJUV.JL.l. 's son and his family.. Traces of the original marbleizing of the 

the wing have survived At a date this wing was moved to the rear 
of the house and remodeled.. has boen to 
and as one of the of the restoration 

On the Fort Defiance contains' exceptionally 
Much of the interior trim was altered when the house was 

On the grounds are the remnants. of an extensive boJOtlood the 
of the early fort from which the place takes its name, and the 

family graveyard .. 
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PERIOD (Chacl( One or More as Approprlato) 

o Pre~Columbion I o 16th Century 

o 15th Century o 17th Century' 

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable andKnoll'n) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Chec1( One or More a8 ApPropriate) 

Abor iginal 0 E ducali on 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 I ndus try 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

~ Architecture Landscape 

0 Art Arch; lecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communi cati ons Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Fort was the home of 
Lenoir. Lenoir was 
shortly 
active in "patriot" associations and 

~ 181h Century 

C:Xt. 19th Century 

ex Politico l 

0 Re I ig ion/Phi-. 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Scu Ipture 

0 Socia I/Humon-

itarian 

0 Thealer 

0 T ra ns portat ion 

0 
0 

King t s Mountain in, 1780 and Haw in 1781" After the 
continued his military by becoming a n~jor 

o 20th Century 

Urban Planning 

Olher (Specl (y) 

He became a member of the Council of State which the 
Constitution of North Carolina, served in both houses of 
and was elected president of the He was a 
Convention of 1788 which rejected the constitution of the new United 
and to the next one in 1789 which adopted it Lenoir was also 
the Board of Trustees of the University of North Carolina and the 

there contains hundreds of family items 

Built by Thomas Fields for General Lenoir over a period 
(1788-1792), the house "Fort Defiance" takes its name from an 
frontier fort which once occupied the site Until 1965 Fort 
had continuously been in the possession of the Lenoir 
year Andrew and Fannie T. Lenoir conveyed the house to the Caldwell 
County Historical Society, under whose direction the present restoration 

being undertru{en 

Because of the of the the vast amount of 
original documents concerning the plantation furnished by the Lenoir 
family papers in the Southern Historical Collection at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel and the unusual design4and structural 
featUres of the house, Fort Defiance should be one of the most 
historic places in the state when restoration 
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(Subgroups 

As the designated Stale Liaison Officer for lhe No­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the Nationa 1 Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedu res set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

Ie ve 1 of s ignif ica nc e of this nomina tion is: 

National State Local 0 

Name 

Title 
State Department of 

and History 

) 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o 

81 30 13 

No 

I hereby certify that this properly is included in the 

National Register. 

Cilief, Office of ArcheololJy Bnd Historic Prosotvation 

Date 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 
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