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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The main block of Fort Defiance is a two-story frame structure measuring
approximately 28 feet x 40 feet with interior end chimneys. Though many
of the exterior features were changed over the years, it is certain that
it was originally a five-bay house with a one~story shed porch across both
front and rear.

There are four rooms on each floor. The long center hall commonly
found in dwellings of its size and date was omitted at Fort Defiance. A
small entrance-stair hall was employed with the space that would normally
have been included in a full length hall given to the principal room. This
unusual four room plan is algo found on the second floor. There are no doors
between the rooms on the east side of the second floor and those on the west.
Fach side is served by its own stair.

Among the papers of William ILenoir is a contract between him and John
Goldsmith and T. Anthony, brickmasons. Among the particulars of the
contract are entries for the use of 1200 bricks for "Laying Brick floor
& Etc. about Brick Room" and 1350 bricks for "Filling in Walls about."

The former refers to the brick floor of the interior kitchen on the first
floor and the latter to the brick nogging which filled all the exterior
walls.

In 1823 a wing was added to the west end of the house. This contained
two first floor rooms and one in the finished attic above. This wing was
built as a separate dwelling by General Lenoir for his personal use. It had
no direct access to the main section which at that time became the home of
Lenoir's son and his family. Traces of the original marbleizing of the trim
in the wing have survived. At a later date this wing was moved to the rear
of the house and remodeled. It has been restored to its original position
and form as one of the first steps of the restoration program now underway.

On the interior Fort Defiance contains several exceptionally fine
mantels. Much of the interior trim was altered when the house was
remodeled.

On the grounds are the remnants, of an extensive boxwood garden, the
site of the early fort from which the place takes its name, and the
Lenoir family graveyard.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort Defiance was the home of Revolutionary War leader William
Lenoir. Lenoir was born in Virginia in 1751 but moved to North Carolina
shortly thereafter. An ardent and influential revolutionist he was
active in "patriot" associations and as a captain at the battles of
King's Mountain in. 1780 and Haw River in 1781. After the war Lenoir
continued his military service by becoming a major general of the state
militia. He became a member of the Council of State which adopted the
Constitution of North Carolina, served in both houses of the legislature,
and was elected president of the Senate. He was a delegate to the
Convention of 1788 which rejected the constitution of the new United State:

and to the next one in 1789 which adopted it. ILenoir was also president of

the first Board of Trustees of the University of North Carolina and the
library there contains hundreds of Lenoir family items.

Built by Thomas Fields for General Lenoir over a four-year period
(1788-1792), the house "Fort Defiance" takes its name from an early
frontier fort which once occupied the site. Until 1965 Fort Defiance
had continuously been in the possession of the Lenoir family. In that
year Andrew and Famnie T. Lenoir conveyed the house to the Caldwell
County Historical Society, under whose direction the present restoration
is being undertaken.

Because of the prominence of the Lenoir family, the vast amount of
original documents concerming the plantation furnished by the Lenoir
family papers in the Southern Historical Collection at the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and the unusual design and structural
features of the house, Fort Defiance should be one of the most interesting
historic places in the state when its restoration is perfected.
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