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Tho Davjo County JaIl sits noar tho fron'L or a r;:l.Lhor. doop, narrow lot 
ahonL ono block from t.he conteI' of the small, quiet, town of Mocksville The 
building rests on a stone foundation which reaches a height of nearly four 
feet on the south side to compensate for the slope of the terrain 

The structure, of brick laid in Flemish bond, rises two stories to a 
gable roof covered with standing seam tine A small molded wooden strip 
extends across the main facade beneath the box cornice, ending just before 
reaching the corners of the building The three-bay main facade has a cen­
tral entrance flaru{ed by windows with six-over-nine sash on the first floor 
and three windows with six-over-six sash above. Above the central four­
panel door is a twelve-light transom. The door is set in a deep reveal 
which has two long panels under a small square one and two equal-sized 
pru1els in the soffit above the transom All windows and door openings have 
a row of rowlocks above and stone sills below. 

Three stone steps with a simple iron handrail lead to the front 'door. 
The rear facade resembles the front except that the rear door, which is 
slightly off-center, lacks a transom 0 Because of sloping terrain to the 
rear, five steps are required to reach the door Piercing the roof at each 
gable is an interior end chimney. Though there appear to have been openingE 
in the sides of the building at one time, they have since been filled. 
Beneath the roof, which does not extend beyond the wall,is a molded cornice. 

The interior follows a center-hall plan one room deep. Both rooms and 
the hall have walls plastered above and below a simple molded chair rail. 
A simple board forms the deep sill for each first-story Window and a plain, 
molded architrave slopes to a deep, slightly splayed reveal. The rather 
heavy mantels in both rooms are similar, but not identical, having simple 
pilaster strips supporting a plain frieze with a heavy shelf. A new stair 
in the hall leads to a completely renovated second floor. 
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The Davie County Jail is of considerable local significance, for its 
history parallels that of the county since. its founding@ The sturdy, well­
maintained building With its handsome Flemish bond brickwork is an importanu 
Mocksville landmark 

Davie County Was formed in 1836 from Rowan County with court being 
held in Mocksville, the county seat, the next yearo The jail was probably 
completed in 1839, the same year Mocksville was incorporated. The November 
1839, court session held in Mocksville ordered 

that Henry R. Austin procure locks of the best and most substantial 
construction for the Jail of Davie County and that he fix them to 
the doors, in the proper manner.. and that Thomas McNeely and 
Lemuel Bingham act as Commissioners to let out the b~ilding of a 
kitchen and smoke house on the jail lot according to plans to be 
furnished by the court. 

Henry R. Austin was the architect-builder of the Davie County Jail as well 
as the courthouse (now destroyed) Both buildings were built under a 
single contract at a cost of about $40,000 which was raised by a bond issue 

The jail served the county in its original capacity until 1909 when 
the board of commissioners bought part of the Davie Hotel lot from Gaston 
E. Horn as a site for the new jail The price paid was $4,000, and Mr. 
Horn accepted the old jail and lot, allowing the county $1,500 for the 
exchange. The property, which became a private residence, Was owned by 
Mr and Mrs. Lonnie S Korfels during much of the twentieth century (1927-
1968) and was purchased by Hugh S. Larew in 1969 He has restored the 
exterior and first floor and renovated the second floor as a residence 
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