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It was here at the house near Mocksville the first 
20 years of his life observing the conflict of free and the I 
system. After a time in the California gold fields, about which he 
wrote his first tract Land of Gold he returned to North 
paring his fateful between the 
and another at nearby no longer exists. 

Helper was born in 1829 in the vicinity of Mocksville, North Carolina 
and graduated from the Mocksville Academy in 1848. For a short time 
worked in a local store but in 1850 he out of New York 
around Cape Horn to the gold fields of Three years later 
returned east and in 1855 wrote The Land of Gold based upon his 
at the gold mines. 

The following year he wrote the 
in behalf of the non-s ~~~~~=---~. 

economic condition of the free and slave states he attributed the 
wardness of the South to the impoverishment of free labor by slavery. 
The tract contained no sympathy for the Black man but for the 
poor laborer who could not compete with the dominant system. He 
slaveholders violently, even calling for a slave uprising if neces 
to overthrow the system. The book caused a sensation far than 
Uncle Tom's Cabin. Reaction to it was so furious that Helper took 

while his work was public burned those who 
in or possessed it were jailed and his sympathizers lost their jobs 
privileges. 

Republicans, jubilant over such damning testimony out of the mouth of 
Southern witness printed 100,000 copies of Helper's work and 
it widely during the 1860 campaign. It was instrumental in swelling 
ranks of the Republican elctorate. The heat that it aroused was 
contributing cause of the Civil War. 

During the Civil War, Lincoln appointed Helper consul at Buenos Aires 
where he served until 1866 He retuned to the United States and wrote 
three volumes during the years 1867 to 1871. All three were virulent 
denunciations of congressional reconstruction and its theories of negro 
equality. 

After resigning the consulship he acted as attorney for citizens having 
claims against South American governments and interested himself in 
many phases of South American activities -canal construction, 
communication, the cornmercial marine, and the involvement of the U.S. 
Navy in South American affairs. 

(Continued) 
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Gradually he his 
some say to the of madness 
Hudson Bay to the Strait of 
He became despondent and bitter 
he took his own life and was 
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Minutos Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Mi nutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o 0 o o 

17 35 54 25 80 36 
o o 

o o 

o 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1 S acres 
----------------------------------------------~ 

IL 1ST A L!- ~:[f!. - • AND CO U NT I E 5 FOR PRO PER TIE S 0 V E R LAP PIN G 5 TAT ~ __ O_R __ C_O_U_N __ T_Y __ B_O_U __ N_D_A_R __ I E_S _______ -..... ______ , 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

~,,-:.-------------------------~-~...,..,..-..,.~---'------+--------- ----.-.-. 
FORM PREPARED BY· 

NAME AND TI TL E: 

I--______ --.::B:::.:e""'niarnon Levy I!' Ristor; an 
ORGANI ZATION Division. of History, Office of Archeology and 
~ ____________ ~Historic Pr~eIYatiLuL, Natjonal-P~~-v~~~~ __ ~-----~~~=-----~ 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

1100 L Street, N.W. 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Washington D C 
h2~ STATE LIAISON OFFICER CE-RTIFTCA-IION~~ NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

----~--~~-------------------------------------~----~ 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the 'Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 196Cl (Public Law 
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35°52'30" 
80°37'30" 

,;;.00' Mapped, edited, dnd qublished by the Geological S~rvey 
«-' ~I Control by USGS and USC&GS 

,?~, "' " Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial photograph 
0°"..,.'00; taken 1965. Field checked 1969 

\0 
Polyconic proJection. 1927 North American datum 
10,000.foot grid based on North Carolina coordinate system 
1000·meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, 
zone 17, shown in blue 

Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fenc-a and field lines where 
gent'rally visible on aerial photographs. This infoffTlation is unchecked UTM GRID AND 1%9 MAGNETIC NORTH 
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