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The Jesse A Clement House is a two story brick structure Wh ch stands in Mocksville~ 
According to local tradition, the house was built around 182 and ~as the center of 
a large plantation" Members of the Clement family still o~ri the hpuse. 

The Clement House is of a regional Federal character.. The faqade is plain, and interior 
features point to a late-Federal, early Greek Revival date The double porch with 
remnants of sawnwork ornament is a late-nineteenth century &ddition to the facade. A 
boxed cornice reaches across the front and back of the house with a flush cornice board 
on the gable ends. 

The house has a symmetrical. ;three-bay facade facing north" Two nine-over-nine sash 
windows are on the first story with a double front door between them.. Above each 
window is a flat brick arch, and above the front door is a rectangular transom with 
three oval lights.. Two nine-over-six sash windows on the second story, flank a 
central door opening onto the porch .. 

A variety of brick bonds occur in the Clement House. The facade of the house is laid 
in Flemish bond, as is the east wall. The south and west walls, however, are laid in 
variations of common bond ranging from 1:7 to 1:16. 

Variety in the Clement House also extends to the chimney types.. The east wall contains 
two interior gable end chimneys, two windows on each floor, all four of which were cut 
into the wall in this century, and one small window of six lights (original) in the 
attic. The chimney on the west wall is partially recessed and has stepped shoulders. 
Attic windows of six' lights flank the chimney as well as two windows per floor. 

The rear facade is marked wi th tvlO doors and a window on the first floor and three 
windows on the second.. The two doors--one. from what is now the kitchen (southeast 
room) and one from the center stair hall--are close together and appear to be the 
original openings. 

The interior follows a center hall plan with the staircase rising at the back of the 
hall. The hall is flanked on the first floor by one large room on ~!e west side and 
two smaller ones on the east. All of the rooms in the house have tall baseboards, 
plaster walls, four-paneled doors, original flooring, and wood ceilings. The west 
room contains a large fireplace with a mantel which is accented by an inset, reeded 
panel in the frieze. Six patterns of reeding, each running perpendicular to the next, 
adorn the frieze panel. 

A chairrail, actually a board set into the plaster, carries around the walls of the· 
northeast room. The frieze of the mantel in this room also contains a reeded inset, 
but in this instance the reeding is cut diagonally and meets in a small triangle in 
the middle of the panel. Tne fireplace opening is flankod by two slender, semi­
circular, reeded pilasters. In the back room on the first floor the mantel frieze 
has two separate reeded insets, placed side by side, and the opening is also flanked 
by pilasters. These pilasters, however, are not reeded and they widen at the base. 
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The stairway at the back of the central hall is plain and open string. It returns 
on itself and has square-in-section balusters. A wainscot of flush sheathing follows 
the staircase, and the newel post is a large colwnn topped by a wooden sphere. 

Upstairs four rooms open from a large hall Each room contains a small fireplace 
with mantels smaller and plainer than those downstairs. 

The structurB is closely related to the surrounding environment. Archaeological 
remains, such as trash pits, wells, and structural remains, which may be present, 
can provide information valuable to the tUlderstanding and interpretation of the 
structure. Information concerning use patterns, social standing and mobility, 
as well as structural details are often only evident in the archaeological record. 
Therefore, archaeological remains may well be an important component of the 
significance of the structlrre. At this time no investigation has been done to 
discover these remains, but it is possible that they exist, and this should be 
considered in any development of the property. 
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The Jesse A. Clement House, a two-story brick structure in Mocksville, was built 
about 1828 for a member of a prominent western Piedmont family. The regional 
Federal character of the house reflects construction: m~thodsof the 'period 'in "' 
Rowan and Davie County area. Sturdy, boxy ,two-story brick houses of the early-19th 
century, rare in eastern North Carolina, are a key elanent in the architectLrral 
development of the Piedmont. Clement was a prosperous local businessman who owned 
a tannery, two plantations, and a brokerage firm dealing in plug tobacco, cotton, 
and wheat. He was also a member of the North Carolina House of Commons in 1838-1839. 
Clement's brother, John, was a member of the North Carolina House of Commons and 
introduced the legis~ation which formed Davie County from a part of Rowan County 
in 1836. Clement's sons, Baxter Clegg and William, migrated to Arkansas where 
t\Tilliam served in the state senate and as lieutenant governor and Baxter Clegg 
practiced medicine. During the Civil War, Jesse Clement at the age of 53 
commanded a regiment knovm as the "Davie Greys"; he died at the age of 68 in 1876. 

Criteria Assessment: 

B. The Jesse Clement House was built by a member of a family active in the western 
Piedmont. Clement served in the North Carolina House of Commons, 1838-1839, and 
his brother, John, introduced the legislation in the North Carolina House of 
Commons which formed Davie County from a portion of Rowan County. His sons 
were prominent citizens of the state of Arkansas--William was a state senator 
and lieutenant governor and Baxter Clegg was a well-known physician. 

c. The Jesse A. Clement House is a representative example of the regional,vernacular 
Federal brick houses so important to the domestic architecture of the western 
Piedmont area of the state. The house, built around 1828, exhibits 
a variety of brick bonds, chimney types, and fenestration. The use of Flemish 
bond on the more prominent front and east elevations is notable. The interior 
finish is of vernacular late Federal character. 
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An avenue of trees once led to the early 19th century home of Jesse A. Clement in 
Mocksville, North Carolina. The approach road to the two story brick house no longer 
falls between these rows of trees, but both the house and the trees still stand as 
reminders of the social, economic, and political contributions of the Clement family 
to Davie County .. 

Jesse A. Clement, the son of Henry and Elizabeth Winkler Clement of Rowan County, was 
born on December 6, 1808. 1 Jesse had three brothers and three sisters, several of 
whom distinguished themselves in the history of the Horth Carolina Piedmont. John 
Clement, a brother, was a member of the House of Commons from upper Rowan County and 
presented a bill in 1836 to establish Davie County.2 

Jesse Clement married Melinda Nail on January 1, 1828, and local tradition maintains 
that this is the year in which the home was built.3 Legend describes the method in 
which bricks for the home were made: Jesse Clement cleared a large plot of land, 
scattered corn over it, had his slaves pour water on it, and allowed his herd of bogs 
to root for the corn, thereby mixing mud for the bricks. 4 

Even if his brick making methods were proved to be legend rather than fact, the story 
points out the entrepreneur's spirit which lived in Jesse Clement. His interests 
included the operation of a tannery, two plantations, and a brokerage firm which dealt 
in manufactured plug tobacco, cotton and wheat. 5 It is no surprise that Clement's 
correspondence contained an 1833 letter addressed "To All Good Whigs In the Forks 
of the Yadkin," which proclaimed the "glorious news II that the Tariff Bill was about 
to become a national law. It went on to say that lithe trade party (and manufacturers) 
have gained a triumph. ,,6 Never one to miss an investment opportunity, Jesse Clement 
also joined a joint stock venture formed under the name of the Yadkin Plank Road 
Company. The comp~ny planned to invest in a plank road built from Mocksville to 
Lexington which would eventually connect with the Fayetteville plank road .. 7 

It seems obvious that Jesse Ac Clement was a prominent and well-respected citizen of 
Mocksville, and this may explain the fact that his name appears as trustee on a large 
number of documents concerning the payment of- debts. 8 For example, on May 25, 1841, 
Jesse Clement gave James Torrentine $1.00 for personalty to pay an $80.00 debt;9 on 
December 10, 1842, Jesse Clement paid John Sheek $1.00 for three lots in Mocksville, a 
steam saw mill and other buildings, personalty and livestock to pay debts.

lO 
In addition, 

Jesse Clement served in the North Carolina House of Cornrr(ons in 1838-1839. 11 
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When the Civil War began, however, Jesse Clement left his home and businesses to fight 
for the South. At 53 years of age he was exempt from military service, but he conunanded 
Company F, the "Davie Greys," and he fought in some of the most severe battles of the 
War. His regiment fought on such fronts as Harpers Ferry, Antietam, Fredericksburg, 
and Chancellorsville. 12 

Jesse Clement's sons, Baxter Clegg and Jesse Lee, also left home to fight for the 
South. 13 On April 22, 1864, Jesse A. Clement wrote Melinda that he "stopped one night 
at Garysburg to see Baxter. I found him still there. He was well and his horse was 
looking much better than I expected to find them. He was out in all the snow without 
any tents to stay in. He said that he did not suffer in the cold." 14 

When the Clements returned from the Civil Har, Baxter Clegg attended the University 
of Louisiana Medical School and practiced as a physician in Arkansas before returning 
to Mocksville in the late 19th century.lS William Clement, his brother, also became 
a physician and served as a State senator and Lieutenant Governor of the state of 
Arkansas. 16 Their father, Jesse, returned to Mocksville after the War and continued 
farming until his death on May 7, 1876. 17 In his will, probated on April 30, 1877, 
Jesse left his estate to his wife for her life, and after her death it was to be 
equally divided between his children, Mary Eaton, Martha Hargrave, William A. Clement, 
Baxter Clegg Clement, Laura C. Clement, Jesse Lee Clement, and Charles A. Clement. 18 

Melinda Clement lived in the house until her death on June 16, 1891, whereupon Baxter 
Clegg Clement and his wife (twenty years his junior), Lina Barber, continued to live 
in the house. 19 Dr. Baxter Clement died in 1927, but Lina remained in the house until 
her death there in the 1940s. 20 Her heirs 21 retained the property, renting it to 
tenants until November 6, 1978, when the title was transferred to the Historic Preser­
vation Fund of North Carolina, Inc., and then to Dr. and Hrs. William F. Long of 
Hamlet, North Carolina. 22 

FOO'l'NOTES 

IMary J. Heitman, "Early Pennsylvania Citizen," Clement Family Bible Records, 
Clement Papers, Davie County Public Library. 

2 Mary J. Heitman, "John Clement, Citizen of Rowan and Davie," The Mocksville 
Enterprise, 1 March 1934. 

3Clement Family Bible Records; Interview with Miss Flossie Martin, 9 February 
1978 (Mrs. J. K. Sheek of Mocksville, granddaughter of Jesse A. Clements supports 
the 1828 date, although no deeds or other public documents to that effect have been 
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