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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE )
The Watts Hospital complex, the major part of which was built 1908-1926 largely
through the generosity of millionaire industrialist George W. Watts, was the first

hospital in Durham and one of the first inm North Carolina.

Watts was the son of wealthy

tobacco industrialist G. §. Watts, who helped establish the American Tobacco Company, anc
was himself successful in tobacco and textile industries, railroads, and banking. He
conceived the idea of a hosgpital which would offer quality health care of the citizens
of his adopted city of Durham, regardless of their financial status.
mandate, the staff of the hospital managed to provide charitable health care without

sacrificing quality.

Following this

Though it operated on a deficlit budget for years, Watts was the

first hospital in the state to receive a class A rating from the American Medical Society
The Spanish Mission style complex is typical of other hospitals built in the United
States in the late teens and twenties and represents an effort by the architects to de-
sign buildings which would instill confidence in a population still largely wary of
Several pavilions comprised of ventilating towers, brightly lit rooms, ailring
balconies, and spacious waiting areas, all situated on wooded grounds complete with walk-

hospitals.

ing paths, are indicative of the trend in health care philosophy of that day.

Operating

as a hospital until 1976, the Watts hospital complex will reopen in 1980 as a school
for students gifted in math and science.

Criteria Ascessment:

R | W

A. 1Indicative of the growing concern for modern health care prevalent in the early

part of the twentieth century.

B. Associated with millionaire philanthropist George W. Watts, who helped expand the
state's major industries and business interests--tobacco, textiles, railro.ds, and bank=-
ing; and with the architetture firm: of Kendall, Taylor, and Company, of Boston, Mass.

C. An example of the Spanish M{ggioti' 8tyle architecture, rare in North Carolinag and
early twentieth century hospital architecture which features narrow buildings with
alry open spaces. T
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a

stake in westerly side of sald Seventh Street as same now runs, thence North 2048' East
twenty six hundred and eighty two and 7/10 (2682 7/10) feet to an iron stake in line of
southwesterly side of Guess Macadam Road, thence South 43050' East along the southwesterl
side of sald Guess Macadam Road eighty one (81) feet and six (6) inches to point or place
of beginning, same being small triangular strip of land caused by widening and straight-
ening of street in front of land known as "New Watts Hospital Property".
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Watts Hospital Plot Plan

1923

A Administration Building
B Power Route and Laundry
C Womens Pavilion

D Operating Pavilion

E Mens Pavilion

F Nurses Home

G Maternity Pavilioﬁ - Future
H Isolation Ward - Future

I Convalescent Home — Future
J Private Room Pavilion

K Quarters - Future
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