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PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Waterloo is an early Federal house set in Duplin 
curve of the "Great Road from Sarecta to Whitehall tv The narrow 
main block three bays wide and two deep, is surrounded on the north south, 
and east sides by a one~story enclosed shed Across the main (west) ele­
vation is a one-story shed porch0 The house set on brick piers,"is 
covered predominantly with beaded siding, which also extends under the 
and capped by a steep gable roof covered with tin@ The front and rear 
eaves are finished with plain box cornices and the gable ends feature 
tapered raking cornices At the south side is a single exterior end brick 
chimney laid in irregular common bond, predominaitlyin a one-to~three 
pattern. It has single smooth shoulders. The main entrance, in the center 
bay of the main block, is a single door with six flat panels, surmounted 
by a four-pane transom set within a simple molded surroundQ An identical 
door without a transom opens into the south shed sectiono Nine-over-six 
sash windows with beaded surrounds pierce the front and rear elevations of 
the main block and the shedo Six-aver-four and four-over-two sash windows 
with identical surrounds pierce the upper side elevation~® At the north 
side originally was a small gabled porch9 the ridge parallel to that of 'the 
main roof. This was enclosed and enlarged in the early twentieth century 
to its present configuration, with the roof projecting to the front forming 
an extension of the front porcho One of the slender chamfered porch posts 
is original, and the remainder are replacementse The plain balusters and 
handrail forming the porch balustrade are also original. 

The original, atypical interior plan consisted of a single large room 
at each level of the main two-story block with a long narrow shed room on 
the south side and an even longer shed room across the rearo The enclosed 
stair, located against the rear wall of the main f~rst floor room, ascends 
in a single flight from north to south.to thecseco'hd floor" The only change 
to this floor plan were the aforementioned enclosure of the north side 
porch and the addition of a bathroom in the rear shed room~ 

The original interior fabric survives almost without alterationu Wide 
flush beaded sheathing covers the walls and ceilings throughout the house. 
Throughout the first floor, with the exception of the enclosed north side 
porch, are found flat-paneled dados with molded chair rails. The second 
floor lacks the paneled dado but has a molded chair rail Doors throughout 
the house have six flat panels. Simple molded architraves surround all the, 
interior openings@ The parlor, occ~pying the first floor of the main block~' 
contains the most ornate mantel. Two tiers of flat panels form the frieze,;, 
which is surmounted by a molded cornice with a cable molding and a molded 
shelfo A wide molded surround frames the fireplace opening and friezeQ 
The wall surface above the mantel, which is outlined by a narrow molding, 
functions as a simple overmantel. Between the projecting chimney breast and I 

the rear wall of the parlor is an original bookcase The lower shelves are 
covered by flat-paneled doors, and the glazed doors which cover the upper 
shelves have been temporarily removedo The similar but simpler mantel in 
the south shed room, the dining room, consists of a molded surround framing 
the fireplace surmounted by a flat-paneled frieze and a molded cornice and 
shelf. An almost identical bookcase abuts the chimney to the east. The 
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A stair , cons is of narrow plain balusters 9 a 
and a square newel with a molded cap, encloses the stair well 

An open-string stair without a against the 
this room to the attic room 9 is 
flush sheathing 

The par~or and dining room of Waterloo are enlivened by a unified scheme 
of hand-painted decoration executed in the mid-nineteenth centuryo The sur­
faces of the two rooms constitute a sampler of nineteenth century techniques 
of surface decoration, including marbleizing, graining, and stippling The 
naive yet carefully executed oil painting, applied both with brush and finger, 
is obviously all the work of the same hand The decoration was recently care­
fully cleaned by the present owners of the house, and is in excellent condi~, 
tion. The vivid browns, reds, blues, greens 9 ye1lows~ and whites still 
dominate the rooms 

In both rooms the wainscot is painted mahogany" A dark blue with red 
trim scheme is carried out in the parlor9 while the colors are reversed in 
the dining room. The red and blue scheme continues in a simplified manner 
throughout the remainder of the original interiorg The parlor is the most 
richly decorated rooms Centered within the simple parlor overman tel is the 
most intricately detailed of the naturalistic flower friezeso An abstract 
lozenge frieze formed of small dots adorns the top of the overmantel and the 
bookcase and continues as a cornice frieze around the room 0 A band of these 
dots ornaments the vertical flanking facing boards of the bookcase A 
simpler flower band adorns the side of the stair~ and a grapevine frieze 
continues around the remainder of the wall surfaces just above the chair railo 

The decoration of the dining room appears to have been left unfinished" 
for above the mantel is a row of flowerlike forms lacking foliage or linking 
stems" Yet another type of flower vine ornaments the area ,aJ:>ove the chair 
rail between the two windows of the south wall'{)f'·the'dining roomo This was 
apparently a backdrop for a sideboard which was once placed in this locatione 

Behind the dwelling 9 and perhaps contemporary to it~ stands a two-room 
frame . outbuilding with a mortise-and-tenon frameworko 
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Waterloo has regional significance as an example of early Federal 
domestic architecture in southeastern North Carolinag The presence, 
however, of the well-preserved scheme of hand-painted interior decoration 
in the parlor and dining room, a rare example of antebellum interior wall 
painting in North Carolina, gives Waterloo state-wide significanceQ The 
cohesion of the overall design and the charm of the delightfully naive 
flowers and fruit make Waterloo one of the most important repositories of 
architecturally-dependent folk art in the stateo The house is of local 
historical significance as the home of Henry Grady~ a member of a notable 
Duplin County family; his daughter, Eliza Anne, is believed to have exe­
cuted the painting 0 

One of the most numerous and notable plantation families of Duplin 
County were the Gradyso 

As early as 1739 John and Mary Whitfield Grady were settled on a tract 
of land in the fork of Burncoat Creek and North East Cape Fear River~ in 
Duplin Countye They established a large family who centered in Duplin 
County and who for generations played a vital role, in county and state~ 
achieving prominence especially in the fields of education and 1awe 

Letters in the Grady family show that the house named Waterloo existe 
as early ~s 18310 There is a possibility that Lt may have~be~n built as 
early as March 7, 1806, when David Carter deeded 235 acres on the uGreat 
Road from Sarecta to White Hal1 wv to Henry Gradyo Owing to complicated 
circumstances in the Carter family~ who had owned the property over a 
quarter of a century before selling it to the Gradys~ the property was 
deeded twice to Henry Grady The second time (1806) the price was twice 
that of the earlier deed (1802), which may be evidence that the house had 
been built in the intervening yearso Strong and sustained tradition in 
the 'Grady family, however~ seems to indicate that Henry Grady built 
Waterloo sometime between 1806 and the time he deeded it to his daughter in ' 
1831" 

Henry Grady was born February 4, 1772 the son of Alexander Grady and 
his wife, Anna Thomaso He was married on January 6, 1799, to Elizabeth 
Outlaw, daughter of James and Elizabeth Grady Outlaw of Duplin County. His 
wife, Elizabeth was born May 9, 1774, and died at Mount Pleasant, Henry's 

plantation, on July 16, 1828Q On July 6, 1830 Henry married Elizabeth 



UNIT 

Whitfield It was at his second marriage that Henry deeded his land to his 
grown children, excepting his own dwelling plantation, Mount Pleasant0 

The tract that he deeded to his daughter, Eliza Ann, and her husband? 
Daniel Harget Simmons, he named Waterloo? and so described it in the deed@ 
This tract of 400 acres was located just north of Mount Pleasant" The" deed 
is dated February 28, 1831, though letters indicate the Simmons were 
at Waterloo the year beforee 

Eliza Anne Grady was born April 7, 1801. Nothing is known of her educa­
tion or travel experience befQre her marriage to Daniel Simmons in 1824 
Before coming to Waterloo in 1830, they lived on DanielYs plantation in Craven 
County. According to her late grandson, Malcolm Laurens Grady, Eliza Anne 
executed the hand painted wall decoration at Waterloo in 1830~ Though there 
seems to be no contradiction of this date in the family, the scope of the 
project suggests that it may have been started then, but required more than a 
year to complete In fact the dining room decoration appears never to have 
been finished 0 

II 

Eliza Anne died at Waterloo on September 20, 1855, and is buried near th~ 
housee Daniel Simmons then married Marian Grady, and when he made his will on, 
October 35) 1880, he left a life estate in Waterloo to Marian Grady Simmons, as 
well as to his daughter Emeline Simmons Gradyo The property was designated to 
descend to the children of Emeline GradYa 

Emeline Simmons was born at Waterloo on August 2, 1843, and educated at 
the Kenansville Female SeminarYG She married her first cousin, William Henry 
Grady, on March 8, 18700 He was born October 7, 1841, a son of Sherwood and 
Harriet Grady of Duplin CountYG William Henry Grady was educated at the Grove 
Academy in Kenansville, was a member of the Duplin Rifles, C.S.A. and was a 
justice of the peaceQ A conspicuous figure in the life of Albertson township, 
he was referred to as "Judge Dick,," He died on April 1411 1921, and his wife, 
Emeline, on August 2 of the same year. 

Waterloo eventually became the home of their sony Malcolm Laurens Grady, 
who was born there on March 20, 1885" After he died in 1970, his cousin~ 
Daniel W. Fagg, Jrv purchased the house and a few surrounding acres, from the 
heirs Dr. Fagg, a descendant of Daniel and Eliza Anne Grady Simmons~ is 
professor of history at Arkansas College, Batesville y Arkansas~ He and his 
wife make their summer home at WaterlooID 
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