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Check one
¥ unaltered

5 CompleteIY'Symmetrlcal-gable end elevatlons flanked by one. storY?'hedfporches whrch?a"
i GATEY along the_1n51de elevations of the four YLs'' occurring on-the-plan. - The L~ shape

: : nal porches--those on the rear (south): elevatio --have been .
A d as rectangular rooms.: Bach porch shelters one- oTr more entrances
o Undér the front: porches the:door openings, ‘surmounted by a two-
;;pane transom:g tain fully glazed fifteen pane: doors which are replacements. for the-
ori 1nals._ Th_.doors and w1ndow¥open1ngs are set. 1n,p1a1n,bandisurrounds L

“o gecond story CACE S ]
"jthe ase for: the_ itern tlng bands £ shaped and,varlously cut“shingles whlch carry
- ss tl ; ']”_ : - triangular ‘top is
- Carved an ;splndle scrccns were orlglnally placed
ments ' - -The eaves of the

;,g_ln theﬂapex of . each ‘gable; b _ : oft
__house and porch feature molded_rake boards and Sha &~

SRR TheporanSrare supported by: chamfered posts graced w1th,-3rv111near open work
.. brackets at the top, They are ‘connected by shaped.and molded hand and bottom rails
contalnlng flat~shaped sawn balustrades Wthh appear as_a contlnuous plerced ralllng.

SEE o The door” under the northeast porch opens 1nto the present rectangular Stair hall
" where the stair rises along the west wall in a southerly direction. . A-door. at-the
. northern end of: the west wall, and at ‘the foot of the stair, 1eads ‘into the off-center,
S yEt eentrally ‘located sitting room. This room has no. W1ndow openings. It.can.also
“he reached by ‘doors under the northwest and southwest porches. Yet another door on
L its west elevation. : ch western end ef
"'the east-west series of rooms. The*51tt1ng hall is the most elaborately finished of
... the first:flgor rooms and features tongue and. groove sheathing: applied in a diagonal
© U mamner to form & walnscot_below a‘plaln chair rail. "The wall above is finished with
L the: same. sheathlng appl,ed 1n a vert1cal fashlon._ The other rooms on the first floor
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are also flnlshed w1th vertlcal tonguefan:,groove sheathlng The 51tt1ng raom also

. 'The parlor is located in the" front ell whl-egthe room in the rear ell ha,ialwa-
“eservedras the kitchen. " The mantel on the ‘east wall in the sitting room is also
* the most elaborate of those in the house and i ﬁsimply ornamerital; ,being: applied =
. directly to the wall over the sheathing. It features applied consoles on- the- 51de.q’l
'agﬁmembers which rise: to the prOJectlng shelf A shallow. :ack band carries. across thc;-f

H1i: Q. STOTY - 3
_ _=oport10ns ofthe _f iTst
ut_gelevatlon of the east.west

j 1 _g : :
;»flrst floo;_bedroom.. A.small bedroam 1s set in the eastern;end of tleﬂeast.ell W1th
. the: flfthwbedrocm contalned 1n the front north ell.; The 1nter10r flnlsh on the




.S!gn:flcance—Check anﬁ-'justlfy below .

archlteclure :

'.3_X._ 1300-—1&99 - __commerce _- 3

other (specify)

_ geon . : : : :

18905, has strong local archltectural andahlstorlcal 51gn1f1cance for Manteo, Roaneke o
Island, and Dare County. The Creef family has long been ‘engaged in. boat building on
--Roanoke*l”land, First at East Lake where they settléd in 1878. 'There George: Washlngton
: i ‘designed and constructed a shad boat which was used thereafter by fishermen
Ceodn th Nprth Care . Sounds - About. 1888 Creef‘ ‘Jr. who had learned the boat’ building
) o “”i;'rher esﬁabilshed Kis own boat yard at Shallowbag Bay where he con-

t 1e Creef; named for hlS daughter whe was born 1n'1889 Launched

g;- St il lusty -us passengers Comlng to the Outer Banks “ofexperlment with air
fllgh werejthefW:lght_Brothers.;_After the construction of the Hattie Creef, Creef.
‘conti s -boat - fishing interests: “from the island and 1in the late 1890s
“built: thlS house in’ Manteo--the seat of Dare County._ The most- accompllshed and ornately
- detailed house of’ the l9th century rémaining in' the village, it served as Creef's
- residence until his death in: 1928;after which it remalned the’ famlly residence until
1963 when hls son the present owner, vacated it. : :

e A, The George washlngton Creef Hbuse is: aSSOC1ated W1th the boat burldlng industry on
Roanoke' Island and the Outéer Banks, for it served as the home of the Creef family--
perhaps the most promlnent famlly'nnvolvedkln the trade—«for OVer sixty years.

'B. Constructed in the 1&t8 18905 by Gcorge Washlngton Creef Jr (1856 ~1928), the house
remalned the residence of the promlnent boat. bullder unt11 hls death )

C. The most’ accompllshed and elaborately decorated of the lgth century houses remaining
in the county seat,. the Creef House is a partlcularly'handseme example of a board
and batten village residence which has-retained a hlgh degree of 1ntegr1ty through
eight decades of famlly occupancy and ownershlp.-. -
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AT Creef was the som. of:George.Washlngton Creef Sr- .':'~ garet Creef.,gg-_ 2
. first came to Roanoke Island around 1878 from Fast Lake; a small communlgy on the:
o VQ;J;malnland On Roanoke_lsland thoy-purchased a farm from one Abby Jarv1$.__ Whlle

i The typé of créft
"d became a malnstay EOr

: heflatter opera ed’independently of the other salls and,could be 1owored and__
ina. few se onds jglVlngﬁtI 1 T L

. : George Washlngton Jr., learned ‘the boat bulldlng profe551on from hlS father and
. took‘a job at a boat ''railway" where vessels were pulled from the water and repaired. on
'_'the northeast 51de of Roanoke Island Creef also fished to. supplement hls 1ncome; i

S Around 1888 Creef dec1ded to bulld hxs own.- boat repair rallway'. He“pquhaSéd'éﬁﬁ
'._"acre of land Aine the curve of the shorellne on Roanoke Islapd:near_the dock at Shallowbag

-'3_mach1nery that was ;_.=
;_the water.:*-;;“_ ER

 After the boats were. repalred old Jack was usedjto keep )
- the cable taut, while the boats slowly slid ‘down the’ rallway )
+and ‘back ‘into- the water; ~This system worked very'well._ Many = oo
“* fishing boats. in need. of repalr came up the narrow rip 11ng o
“~ Shallowbag Bay whlch flowed toward the broad Roanoke_and
' Albemarle Sounds 4

It was at thJS rallway that Creef was to fbllow his: father s example and const £11
a boat which would bring him a degree of fame on the Outer Banks He built the vessel
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tates Departmept of the Intenor E

g . : i p
S gto boards ‘at hllzabet'”61ty was: used in the'rest
-3-:of the boat along w1th some }unlper

One wrlter has test fled to Creef's care 1n the

L f_dellverlng frelght,vpassengers and mall It wes around thlS tlme 1899 that Creef

'Ti'!bullt hlS house in: Manteo S

%5 The e:Cr ) ':1mp rtant ca'eer as: the*llnk o£ communlcatlon

i ':;between the outer bariks and th ;malnland of the Tar Heel state.: In 1900 she began :

S makdng dally Tuns. t =:',:fmd-.-f'__o' Ellzabeth'c ty, and transported. 0rv111e erght to. Kitty Hawk.
" At that commumnity on the Outer Banks, Orville joined his brother Wilbur in making their

.+ experiments which led to the first manned ‘airplane flight in history. The Wright. brothers

o utalized the Hattie Creef for transportatlon for themselves thelr supplles and their

'T{EQ:alrplane o1l several occa51ons T Vit S L e R Y SE S Fob e

3

4y “In 1907 Creef converted theeboat'togdles' power by’1nsta111ng two;lO horse lathrop
‘-fenglnes She restmed. her Toute, leaving Manteo: at six o'clock in the morning and returning
~at'six in the evening. . In. the following year Captaln Johnson rellnqulshed command of the
. boat to Captain. Llewellyn Cudworth.. Two years later the Hattle Creef was rebuilt to
. include a stateroom large. enough,to serve meals to passengers *~"She was then put on the
oo MChrrituck Tun,! transporting farm produce and . passengers to. El_zabeth City. In 1908
o Creef sold her to Eastern Carolina Transportation Company to carry .boxes of fish and
' other cargo. Following that transfer the Hattie Creef had several owners; underwent a
- number of remodelings, and was used in . a number of. capa61t1es 1nclud1ng haullng fish and
oo other cargoes as well' as a tug boat.. Much of the need4for boats to. _transport passengers
~ o to:the mainland . dlsappeared in 1930 when a toll brldge was completed across. Currituck
~'Sound from Point Harbor to Kitty Hawk.  In 1943 the Hattie Creef sank in the Pasquotank
...~ River, but was recovered and. converted for Commercial crabblng ~. Her: career: ended in 1968
.. ‘when her owner retired her from service and ‘transported her overland to a site near the
" Wright Brothers National Memorial at Kltty Hawk.8" She has 51nce been moved to Salvo
’:n.and converted 1nt0 a 1e5taurant T B T
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'.UmtedSta!es Depa_rtment of the lnﬁewm‘
taon and Recreatseﬁ Se v

S After bulldlng the Hattle Creef and'launchlng her 1nto an 111ustr10us care
'-'George Washlngton Creef Jr s contlnuedihls_trade - ‘bud ¥

-";fﬂcentury his’ w1fe AN ¢
- (spelled Hubbard in the 1 After med Ada Blw.e' '
o Chappell from Perqu1mans County, and they'hadftwo childr Bengémln'Allen -and Pai] '
””f-Chappell Creef. - Paul died at the age of four. Besides his. boatﬁbulldlng ‘and- flshlng
i interests; i Creef bullt,:he Ploneer motion: plcture theater in Mantec in: 1918 cHe e
. constriicted the movie house, which was.the first on the island, from the materlals of

cwivaldemolished séhool. He ev1dently ran the theater until his’ deaLh in 1928 when: it
-;@_was deeded to hi ' The Cree it a newsfueatEr in 1934, 3

3 SIHCB George Washlngton Creef Jr. ‘s death in 1928 ‘his house in Manteo has remalned
- in the family and is presently owned by: Benjamin Allen Creef who runs the famlly s
v theater, - Adjacent to it is another house owned by the Creef “family and built in the

7. 1920s.10 . 0n Roancke Island today the name of George Washihgton Creef, Jr., remains.
1173_,assoc1ated with the Hattie Creef, ‘the vessel that for a mmber of years pr0v1ded the

. Outer Banks with a 1TnK to the outszde world,  As.a boat builder like his father before_ﬁ
":thlm he left hlS nark upon the marltln nlstory of Nbrth_Carollna s coast - S

S The structure of course is closely related to the surroundlng env1ronment Archaeo~
{;fﬁloglcal remains, such as trash pits, wells, and structural: remains, which may. be: present
- can provide 1n£ornmxlon valuable to the understandlng and’ 1nterpretatlon,of the' structure.

- Information concerning. use: patterns social standing: and moblllty, as well as: structural
. 'details are often only evident in ‘the archaeologlcal record, Therefore, archaeologlcal
Cooiremains may. well be an'lmp_ tant component of the 51gn1f1 ance of the structure. At thls
... time no investigation has been done to discov T these rema , but ik is probable that
R they exist, and this® should be Con51dered in: any development of the property .
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"n;;_and Hlstor'c Preserva 1on Sectlo D1v131on of Archlve ang

. j;g].-: 2Dare County Deed Book A7_427 Mllford R, Ballance The Hands of Tnme (New*Ybrk
“ovzivantage Press 1972), 70 : : T P

e 3Dav1d tick, The Outer Banks of NorthJCarollna (Chapel,Hlll The Unlver51ty of o
. North Carolina Press '195§) 178 179 Interv1ew of Davyd Foard Hood w1th Benjamln Allen.
. Creef, April ¢, 1980. . T S e e

"'fﬁf%ii{ 4Ballance}.The=Handifof Tlme 75 76 .
SBallance The' ' . i .
6Ballance The Hands”ofleme 122;7f'

'fffflgﬂﬂ Dare County Populatlon,Schedule
Dare County Census 1900-w

'1{@oAllen Creef; Apr11 6 1980 DarejCoun _fCensus 1900 Nags Head Townshlp,

10Interv:Lew of Davyd Foard Hood with Benjamln Allen Creef Apr11 6 1980; Jobhn F.

'.°;?,-Wilson IV, '"George Howard Creef House,' an unpublished. manuscrlpt at Archeology and
;:]Hlstory Preservation Sectlon, D1v151on of Archives and Hlstory, Ralelgh 1.
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::f:Twelfth Census of the Unlted States;.lgﬁo
o Schedule '

""Ceorge Wash;ngto ereef'House ! An unpubllshed manuscrlpt at
] ' D1v151on of Archlves and Hlstory =
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'”7H15t0r1cal Statement“
Jee Mbbley, Researcher

SRR Survey ‘and Planning Branch S .gff'”f
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= The evaiuated significance of ihts property within ihe siate is.__ ST

' 'city or town L Ralelgh

national -_-._ﬁ_wstate ":_"_:;'..'iiecal

S As the designated State Historic Preservation Oi‘flcer for the Naticnai Hlstoric Preservatacn Act'of 1966 {Public Law 89~
S 665), | hereby nominate thig property for inclusion in the Nationai Registerand cemiy that it has been evaluated L
i according to the criterla and procedures set fonh by the Her : _Conservation and Hecreatlon Service

. State Historic Preservation Of‘iicer szgnature ) :

title State Hlstorlc Preservatlon-Offlcer "“5m0t?ob¢r 16, 1980i.







